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ALTHOUGH  there  is  nothing  in 
nature  .that  *(b  much  engages  our  at- 
tention, or  To  forcibly  draws  our  inclina- 
tiohs^  as  the  other  fex,  yet  fo  ftrong  is  our 
partiisility  to  ourfelyes,  that  we' have  never 
in  any  period,  nor  iii  any  country,  fufficient- 
ly  attended  to  the  happinefs  and  intereft  of 
thofe  beings,  whom  In  every  period,  and  in 
every  country,  we  have  profefled  to  love  and 
to  adore:  And  while  the  charms  which  they 
poffefs,  have  every  where  extorted  from  us 
the  tribute  of  love,  they  have  only  in  a  few 
places  fo  far  foftened  the  ferocity  of  our  na* 
ture,  a^  to  obtain  from  us  good  ufage. 

9  • 

Almost  every  man  is  full  of  complaints  ^^ 
againft  the  fex,  but  we  rarely  meet  with  any  gainft  t]i« 
one  who  ferioufty  endeavours  to  reftify  the  ^"^ 
evils .  againft  which  he  exclaims  fo  loudly. 
^e  who  conficlers  women  only  as  objefts 
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of  his  love,  and  pleafure;  complains,  that 
in  his  connexions  with  them,  they  are  in- 
conftant,  unfaithful,  and  ever  open  to  flat- 
tery and  feduftion.  The  philofopher,  who 
would  wifti  to  mingle  the  joys  of  friendfhip 
and  of  converfation  with  thofe  of  love,  com- 
plains  that  the  fex  art  iieflitute  bf  every  idea, 
but  fuch  as  flow  from  gallantry  and  felf- 
admiration ;  and  confequently  incapable  of 
giving  oit  receiving  any  of  the  more  refined 
and  intelleSual  pleafures.  The  man  of 
bufinefs  complains,  that  they  are  giddy  and 
thoughtlefs,  and  want  the  plodding  head, 
and  the  faving  hand,  fo  neceflary"  towards 
thriving  in  the  world.  And  al^nofl  every 
man  complains,  of  their  idlenefs,  extrava- 
gance, difregard  to  admonition,  and  negleft 
of  the  duties  of  domeftic  and  focial  life. 

r 

catefc$  of  Without  examining  how  far  thefe  com- 
plaints,  plaints  are  well  or  ill  founded,  we  flialf 
only  obferve,  that  in  cafes  where  they  are 
well  founded,  when  we  trace  them  to  their 
fource,  we  generally  find  that  fource  to  be 
ourfelves.  Does  not  the  man  of  love  and 
gallantry,  commonly  fet  the  example  of 
inconftancy,  to  the  females  with  whom  he 
is  coilnefled?    And  do  not  men  in  general, 

but. 
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-but  too  obviottfly>  chalk  out  to  the  other 
fex,  the  way  that  leads  to  every  levity  and 
folly?  What  made  the  philofopher  fb 
fufceptible  of  the  intelleflual  pleafures? 
doubtlefs,  the  education  bellowed  upon  ' 
him;  and  the  fame  education  might  have 
given  his  wife  or  his  daughter,  an  equal,  or 
even  a  fuperior  relilh  for  them:  It  is  folly 
in  him  therefore  to  expe^  the  fruit  without 
the  culture  neceflary  to  bring  it  to  perfec- 
tion. The  plodding  and  fleadinefs  of  the 
man  of  bufinefs,  he  h^  acquired  in  his  early 
years;  jind  they  are  augmented  by  his  being 
iple  fifis^er  of  what  he  can  amafs,  and  hav<* 
ing  a  power  to  fpend  or  difpofe  of  it  as  he 
thinks  proper.  But  his  wife  was  brought  up 
in  no  fuch  fchool,  and  has  no  fuch  Motives 
to  induftry;  for,  (hould  Ihe  toil  with  the  utf 
moft  afliduity, .  (he  can  not  appropriate  to 
hcrfelf  what  (he  acquires ;  nor  even  expend 
any  part  of  it  without  leave  of  her  Jii^fband* 
Nor  is  the  idlenefs,  extravag^mce,  and  neg-^ 
left  of  domeftic  dutie$,  with  which  we  charge 
the  fex,  fo  much  the  fault  of  nature  as  of 
education.  Can  we  expeft  that  the  girl 
whom  we  train  up  in  every  faf[iionable 

•  levity  and  folly,  whom  wc  ufe  our  utmoft 
eS^orts  to  flatter  and  tQ  amufe,  (hall,  the 
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monrent  6f 9ifef  fnarnag^,  totally  chknge  her 
plan,  atrctbecdtafe  theTobfef  and  ceconomicfal' 
houFewife  ?*  A&  well  may  vft  Tow  tares  >ri<f 
expeft  to  reap  wlieat* 

If  this  be,  as  we  perfuade  ourfelves  if  is, 
a  fcandid  arid  impartial  ftate  of  the  fou-rce 
of  female  folly  and  weaknefs ;  if  thefe  evib 
may  be  traced  either  to  the  total  want  of,  or 
fo  an  improper  education;  and  if  the  power 
of  withholding  or  beftowing  this  education, 
be  lodged  in  ouri  hands,  as  having  the  fole 
management  and  direftion  of  tJie  fex ;  thea 
it  will  follow^  that  we  fhould  aft  a  much 
better  and  more.becoming  part,  in  trying  to 
aniend  their  faults  by  mote  judicious  in- 
ftruftions,  than  to  leave  them  ignorant,  and 
complain  that  thfey  are  fo;  or  teach  them 
folly,  and  rail  at  them  for  haying  learned 
what  we  taught  them.    But  inftead  of  doing 
this,  in  tvery  age,  and  in  every  countr}% 
while  the  men  have  been  partial  to  the  per- 
fons  of  the' fair j.  they  have  either  left  their 
minds  altogether  without  ciEilture,  or  biaCTed 
them  by  a  culture  6f  a  fpufious  andimprbper 
nature;  fufpicious,  perhaps,  that  a  more  ra- 
tional one  would  have  opened  their  eyes, 
fliewn  them  their  real  condition,  and  promp- 
ted 
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ted  them  io  alfett  the  rights  of  nature;  right«> 
of  which  the  men  have  perpetuafly,  niort 
or  lefs,  deprived  them.  '. 

We  not  only  either  negleft  the  lex,  of 
miflead  them  in  point  of  education;  but 
while  youth  and  beauty  are  on  their  fide; 
the  fcene  we  open  to  them  is  all  flattery  and 
delufion.  While  we  take  every  opportunity 
of  telling  them,  when  prefent,  that  their  per- 
Ions  are  handfome  and  elegant,  that  their 
jentiments  and  a6lions  are  all  perfedion; 
when  abfent,  we  laugh  at  their  credulity,  and 
fplenetically  fatirife  and  exhibit  to  view  all 
their  faults  and  follies.  Nor  is  it  till  they 
have  become  wives,  or  till  the  wrinkles  have 
furrowed  their  brows,  that  the  voice  of  truth 
or  of  plain  dealing  reaches  their  ears,  from 
any  of  our  fex,  who  are  not  connefted  to 
them  by  ties  more  facred  than  thofe  of  gal- 
lantry and  politenefs. 

•  •  •  . 

Nor  are  the  follies  and  foibles  of  the  fex,  ?**^"(J*' 
fubjeOed  only  to  verbal  fneer,  and  to  ver-  have 
bal  criticifm ;  men  who  have  been  foured  by  ir*fc«. 
difappointments  of  any  kind,  and  more  par- 
ticularly thofe  who  have  been  unfortunate 
in  the  purfuit  of  lawful,  or  even  of  unlawful 
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love ;  have  in  all  ages  dipped  their  pens  in 
gall^  and  for  the  fuppofed  faults  of  a  fev^ 
illiberally  vomited  out  fpleen  and  ill-nature 
againft  the  whole  fex.  Among  the  earlieft 
of  thefe  kind  of  writers  Ve  may  juftly  reckon 
Solomon^  who,  fated  with  licentious  love, 
cloyed  with  venal  charms,  and  perhaps  ftiat- 
tered  in  conftitution,  took  almoft  every  op- 
portunity to  exclaim  againft  the  fair  (laves  of 
his  feraglio,  and  the  whole  f|?x ;  becaufe  they 
could,  afford  him  no  new  pleafure,  and  be-^ 
C^ufe  they  were  not  equal  in  mental  qualifi- 
cations to  the  men.  A  circumilance  which 
Solomon  might  eafily  have  found  to  be  im-* 
poflible,  had  he  attended  to  their  educatioi^ 
and  their  confinement.  .  Some  alfo  of  the 
Apocryphal  writers  are  nothing  behind  So-^ 
lomon  in  fpleen,  and  greatly  exceed  him  in 
ill-nature  and  coarfenefs  of  expreffion^  But 
it  feems  to  have  been  the  genius  of  the  Eaft 
to  praife  all  women  for  their  perfipnal  graces, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  fuppofe  them  entirely 
divefted  of  every  good  quality  of  the  mind; 
for  we  find  the  fame  ideas  which  were  en-« 
tertained  by  Solomon,  diffufed  among  the 
Hindoos  perhaps. in  an  earlier  period  of  the 
world,  and  venting  themfelves  alfo  in  their 
facred  ^itin^s,  even  with  an  additional  dcr 
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grce  of  acrimony.  "  The  kift  of  a  woman 
**  (fay  the  Pundits)  is  never  fatisfied^  no 
<^  more  than  fire  is  fatisfied  with  fuel,  or  the 
*•  main  ocean  with  receiving  the  rivers,  or 
«*  the  empire  of  death  with  the  dying  of 
^'  men  and  animals/'  And  again,  '*  Wo- 
''  men  have  fix; qualities:  the  firfi,  an  inor* 
**  dinate  defire  fw  jewels  and  fine  furniture, 
*'  handfome  clothes,  and  nice  viduals ;  the 
<^  iecond,  immoderate  luft;  the  third,  violent 
»ngtx;  the  fourtfi,  deep  refentment,  no 
perfon  Knowing  the  fentiments.  concealed 
ia  their  heart ;  the  fifth,  another  jperfon^ 
good  appears  evil  in  their  eyes ;  the  fixth^ 
they  commit  bad  a£lions."  With  fuch 
inveSives  of  the  eafterns  we  could  fill  a 
whole  volume;  but  we  have  only  fele6ted 
thefe,  to  {hew  that  they  were  mere  effufion^  ^ 
of  the  fpleen,  neither  fupported  by  argu^ 
ment.nor  feafoned  with  wit.  Nor  were  the 
Greek  and  Roman  writers  more  refined  in 
their  fentiments,  or  delicate  in  their  expfef- 
fions.  The  language  ufed  by  fome  of  the 
Greek  writers,  as  well  as  by  Juvenal,  Mar- 
tial, and  Horace,  is  in  many  places  too 
coarfe  and  indecent  for  a  people  juft  emer- 
ging from  barbarity,  and  conveys  to  us  a 
.mean  idea  of  Greek  wd  Roman  politenefs. 
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Fawttra-       Af TEjf.woin^  had  been  morc  thaatfarcc 

bletiifiiiik 

the  condi-  thoufand  yeans,  the  fiibjeft  upon  which  fati-t 
fcx?  *  rifts  had  xiifcharged  their  wit,  and  fpleneticd 
their  ilt-humour,'  an  inftitution  arofe  itl 
Europe,  knowim  by  the  nlme  of  chivalry, 
which' for:  fqme  time  totally  changed  tht 
(etaxMsnts^  and.  writin;^  of- mankind,  and 
j>iaoingw9ie  fex  hardly  bencmh^cel^ial  be^ 
ings,  made  it  fomething  more-  than  b^foil 
tomakireat,  andfcaSrody  fe(^^hanblafphemy 
CO  fpeak  evil  of  them.  The  times,  howvei^, 
in  which  chivalry  flonfiflied-in  its  greatefl: 
fier&6lion,  being  clouded  'Hmh  ignorabce^, 
4did  riot  give  birth  to  many  )it«fia^  produc- 
tions, but'  as  foon  a$  letters  began  to  mbt 
with  gallantry,  the  men,  inftead  of  ftriving 
agaiiift  each  other  who  (hould  moft  vilify 
the  fex,  entered  -the  lifts  with  an  intention 
of  Ihewing  ^  their  fuperior  metit,  and  even 
of  perfuading  the  world,  that  of  all  the  joy « 
we  can  experience  in  the  prefent,  or  hop* 
for  in  theJife-  to  come,  love  is  the  only  one 
wortib  our  care  abd  Solicitude. 


« -«  * 


^  Anciently  Ihe.bards  had  only  been  em- 
ployed  to  fmg  the  exploits  of  the  heroe^ 
who  plundered,  or  of  the  rich  who  enter- 
tained them  in  their  train.  In  the  decline  of 
chivalry,,  they  began  alfo  to  fing  the  praifes 

of 
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6f  b6auty,  aiid  the  cxtacies  of  lov^;  In  the 
praife  of  beauty  they  were  to  the  laft  degree 
extravagant  and  hyperbolicaL  Not  fatif- 
fied  with  comparing  their  miftrefles  to  an^ 
gek  and  other  inferior  celeftial  beings^  they 
Were  not  aftiamed  to  compare  them  to,  and 
tvtn  to  exalt  thfem  above  the  Supreme 
Being  himfelf.  In  celebrating  the  enjoys 
ment  of  love,  they  were  not  lefs  wild  and 
romantic^  and  imagined  that  even  paradife 
without  it  would  be  joylefs  and  infipid* 
Boccace^  in  the  mod  ferious  manner,  clafled 
together  God  and  the  ladies^  and  thanked 
them  for  their  mutuail  afliftance  in  defending 
him  againft  his  enemies;  and  Petrarch,  no 
lefs  ferioufly,  compares  Laura,  his  miftrefs, 
to  Jefus  Chrift.  Deudes  de  Prade,  a  prieft 
and  poet,  who  ufed  to  fing  the  praifes  of*' 
women,  fays,  that  he  would  not  wifti  to 
enter  intd  heaven^  but  on  condition  of* 
making  love  to  her  whom  he  adored* 

We  are  not  much  furprifed  to  find  the  po-*  '^'^  p^*'^* 
ets,  or  troubadours,  who  were  retamed  and  came  fa- 
paid  by  the  rich  and  the  beautiful,  flattering    ''""* 
greatnefsand  extolling  beauty.  But  they  were 
not  the  Only  fet  of  men  who  thus  employed 
themfelves;  the  humour  became  general; 
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Poets,  Priefts,  Gentlemen,  all  dedicated  their 
literary  talents  to  the  praife  of  women ;  and 
it  became  at  laft  unneccffary  for  the  fex  to 
hire  poets,  when  all  ranks  of  people  volun- 
tarily inlifted  themfelves  in  their  fervice. 

BoccACE  feems  to  have  been  the  firft 
who  ftarted  the  idea  of  writing  any  thing 
larger  th?n  a  fong  or  fonnet  in  pmife  of  the 
fex.  He  publifhed  a  Latin  treatife,  intitled 
*^  Of  illvftrioiLs  Women;''  and  in  fearch  of 
them  he  ranfackcd  the  whole  circuit  of  fable, 
of  the  facred,  and  of  the  Greek  and  Roihad 
hiftories*  The  idea  was  too  happily  adapted 
to  the  tafle  of  the  times,  to  languifli  by 
difufe,  or  fink  into  oblivion;  it  was  foon, 
therefore,  taken  up  by  a  numerous  herd  of 
imitators.  Francis  Sordonati  improving  up- 
on it,  coUefted  from  every  polifhed  and 
from  every  barbarous  nation  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  the  names  of 
fuch  women  as  had  efcaped  Boccace*  This 
mode  of  writing  now  became  fafhionable. 
In  a  few  years,  not  lefs  than  twenty  authors 
had  publifhed  in  praife  of  women.  The 
heroine,  the  religiofa,  and  the  learned,  flood 
.  firft  in  the  catalogue.  But  the  inferior  vir- 
tues did  not  pafs  unnoticed;    and  at  laft, 

even 
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ftvep  the  making  of  an  excellent  pudding, 
and  every  other  fpecies  of  culinary  merit, 
became  the  fubje£l  of  panegyric:  and  in 
fpke  of  ail  their  natural  phlegm,  even  the 
Dutch  felt  the  cnthuliafm,  and  contributed 
their  mite  to  the  praife  of  the  &x. 

Subjects  of  writing  opon,  like  modes 
of  drefs,  have  their  turns  of  being  fafhio*- 
able :  this  was  the  period  in  which  the  fa- 
(hionable  topic  was  to  extol  all  the  virtues, 
and  to  vamifli  over  all  the  vices  of  the  fex. 
Much  had  already  been  faid  and  wrote  in 
this  adulatory  drain :  but  Hilario  da  Cofta, 
if,  moiik,  refolving  to  exceed  all  who  had 
gone  before  him,  publiihed  two  quarto 
volumes,  of  eight  hundred  pages  each ;  con* 
taining,  according  to  his  account/ the  pane- 
gyrics of  all  the  women  of  the  fifteenth  and 
fixteenth  centuries,  who  had  diftinguiftied 
themfelves  by  any  remarkable  talents  or 
virtues.  But  as  if  no  valupible  talent,  nor 
any  virtue  could  exift  without  the  pale  of 
the  catholic  church,  the  partial  ecclefiaftic 
paffed  in  fileujce  over  every  woman  of  other 
principles;  and  while  he  loudly  praifed  the 
vinues  pf  Mgjry  que^n  of  England,  whofe 
memory  fucceeding  ^ges  have  held  in  con* 

tempt  J 
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tempt ;  of  her  lifter  Elizabeth,  \vhom  hef» ' 
country  ftill  remembers  with  gi^titude,  he 
made  no  mention.  The  eulogies  of  this 
monk  amount  to  one  hundred  and  feventy. 
But  who,  in  this  delufbry  wbrld,  can  enfure 
to  himfelf  the  fummit  of  greatnefs  or  of 
fame  ?  The  voluminous  labours  of  our  monk 
were  foon  after  greatly  furpaffed  by  Paul  de 
Ribera,  who  was  delivered  of  a  monftrous 
work,  which  he  called  '^  The  Triumphs 
<*  and  heroic  Enterprizes  of  Eight  Huneh'ed 
**  Women,'^ 

On  reading  thefe  accounts,  an  idea  natu- 
rally arifes,  that  the  women  of  thofe  times 
muft  either  have  been  remarkable  for  theiit 
virtues  and  good  qualities,  or  the  men  muft 
have  bafefy  proftituted  their  talents  to  adul* 
tation  and  flattery.     The  truth  feems  to  be, 
that  both  were  in  fome  meafure  tht  cafe. 
The  fubjeft^  as  we  have  juft  now  remarked, 
was  fafliionable.     It  intitled  the  writer  to 
the  fmile^  and  approbation  of  the  fair;  and 
their  fmiles  and  approbation,  befides  flatter- 
ing  his  vanity,  were  the  road  to  honour  and 
preferment.     Nor  was  the  fpirit  of  chivalry 
yet  fo  far  evaporated,  as  to  Ifeave  the  men 
^C  liberty  %o  cohfidef  thg  fex  in  a  c^lm  and 

difpaflionatc 
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difpaffionate  light,  or  to  write  any  thing 
concerning  them,  that  did  not  fet  them 
above  the  level  of  mortality.  The  women 
too,  emulous  of  glory  and  of  praife,  were, 
by  thefe  writings,  ftimuldted  to  great  and 
virtuous  a£lions.  They  infpired  the  men  to 
afcribe  to  them  noble  deeds  and  fentiments, 
and  they  a6l6d  and  thought  nobly,  that 
they  might  not  falfify  the  infpirations  they 
had  given  birth  to.  Hence  thefe  times 
produced  more  extraordinary  women,  than 
have  ever  ^t  any  other  period  appeared  in 
Europe. 

When  this  kind   of  gallantry,  which  '^^^^^^ 
taught  every  man  to  connder  every  woman  the  men 
as  a  kind  of  fuperior  being,  had  evaporated  opp^t" 
in  extravagant  exertions,  the  minds  of  men  ^'^^^^ 
took  an  oppofite  direftion,  they  began  to 
confider  the  fex  in  a  diminutive  and  con* 
lumelious  light;    looking  upon  them,   ei- 
ther as  the  play-things  of  a  fportive  hour, 
or  the  mere  inftraments  of  animal  pleafure ; 
diverting  them  of  almoft  all  fentiment,  and 
avoiding  almoft  all  fcrious  connexion  with 
them.     In  England,  the  libertinifm  of  the 
court  oF  Charles  the  Second,  firft  debauched 
(he  morals  of  the  women,  and  then  taug]^t 

the 
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*  lfa&  men  to  defpife  them  for  the  want  of 
what  tfaey  themfelves  had  robbed  them  of« 
Things  having  t^ken  this  turn,  it  focMi  be- 
eame  as  fa(hionable  to  write  agamft  the  fex, 
as  it  had  been  before  to  write  in  their  fa-» 
vour.  The  earl  of  Rochefter  fet  the  exam** 
pie,  and  it  was  foon  followed  by  Pope,  Swift, 
Young,  and  a  variety  of  other  inferior  fcnb^ 
lers;  all  of  whom  affert,  that  their  intention 
was  thereby  to  reclaim  a  fex,  which,  in  prot 
fecution  of  vice  and  folly,  had  refifted  every 
other  effort.  But  if  fuch  really  was  their 
intention,  the  event  has  (hewn  how  ill  it 
was  adapted  to  the  purpofes  intended.  The 
praifes  beftowed  on  women  in  fomier  times, 
fired  them  with  a  great  and  a  virtuogjs  emut 
lation;  the  fatire  thrown  out  againft  them 
by  the  writers  we  have  mentioned,  only 
excited  their  indignation,  but  did  not  amend 
their  hearty 

4 

Such  have  been  the  modes  of  writing 
concerning  the  fex,  and  fuch  have  been  the 
d9Fe£ls  of  thefe  writings.  Let  us  now  take 
a  fliort  view  of  the  revolutions  which  have 
happened  in  the  chara£lers  and  manni^rs  of 
women,  from  the  deftmQ:iQQ  of  the  Ro-» 
man  empine  to  the  prefent  tin^e^ 

When 
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When  die  ancient  Germans  Tallied  from 
their  woods  and  caverns,  to  give  laws  and 
cuftoms  to  the  reft  c^  Europe^  their  wo» 
men^  we  (hall  fee  afterward,  were,  in  many 
rdfc&s,  of  equal,  and  fometimes  even  of 
greater,  confidecation  and  confequence  than 
their  men.  When  thefe  Germans  had  iet- 
ded  themfelves  in  their  conquefts,  and 
when,  from  the  mixture  of  religion,  gailan^ 
try  ubA  war,  for  which  they  were  confpicu** 
ous,  had  arifen  that  fpecies  of  romantic 
heroifm,  called  chivalry,  the  value  which  it 
&unped  on  their  women,  communicated  to 
them  a  dignity  and  pride,  ^tch  contr3)u*- 
ked  to  render  them  as  virtuous  as  the  womeft 
of  any  country  or  period  have  ever  been« 

But  when  chivalry  began  to  degenerate,  ^"^  ^ 
and  when  knighthood,  the  chief  of  its  ho-  change  of 
nours,  inftead  of  being  eagerly  courted,  by 
a  long  feries  of  valorous  and  meritorious 
anions,  came  to  be  annexed  to  the  poffef* 
fion  of  a  certain  quantity  of  land ;  proftituted 
to  every  one  who  defired,  and  even  to  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  the  great ;  forcibly  obtru-^ 
ded  on  thofe  who  feduloufly  avoided  it. 
The  public  honour  of  the  men  began  to 
decline*    Their  behaviour  to  the  women 

became 
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became  lefs  refpe£lfuh  The  Women  loft 
much  of  their  dignity,  and  with  it  no  fmaiU 
ihare  of  their  virtue-  The  hiftory  of  aU 
the  European  nations^  now  exhibited  a 
pifture  the  moft  fadly  reyterfed  from  \vhat  it 
was  before*  The  men  had  loft  all  their  de^ 
ference  for  the  fex,  and  the  women  had  lofi: 
all  the  delicacy  and  chaftity  that  infpired  it* 
The  coarfeft  familiarity  of  manners,  and 
the  moft  fcandalous  profligacy  of  cfiara6ler 
in  both  fexes  enfuedi 

Among  the  French,  inftead  of  approach- 
ing the  women  with  that  refpeftful  defe^ 
rence,  which  cuftom  had  inftituted,  and 
which  modefty  required^  it  now  became  fa*- 
(hionable  for  the  men  to  intrude  themfelves 
upon  them  every  where,  with  the  moft  in-^ 
decent  familiarity.  The  fex  might  eafily 
have  difcouraged  this,  but  they  rather  gave 
it  countenance;  and  the  confequence  was^ 
that  all  fexual  decorum  being  nearly  extin* 
guiftied,  the  familiarity  to  which  they  admit* 
ted  the  men,  in  time,  began  to  be  produftive 
of  contempt.  The  groffeft  debauchery  fuc-* 
ceeded  the  moft  fentimefttal  loVe.  Even 
the  name  of  delicacy  was  almoft  loft*  Wo-» 
men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions^  whether 

they 
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Hhej  were  drefled,  or  undrefled^  in  bed^  or 
but  of  it,  admitted  their  male  vilitors  with 
fcqual  indifference.  Councils  of  ftate  were 
frequently  held  in  the  bed-chambers  of  the 
ladies,  who  prefided  in  bed,  and  determined 
by  their  voices^  but  mor<^  commonly  by 
their  fecret  favours^  the  refolutions  thatt 
Were  taken. 


Nor  were  the  manners  of  the 
ladies  much  more  referved«  or  their  ch^rac« 
ters  more  facred  than  thofe  tsif  the  French^ 
The  fame  indecent  familknty  marked  their 
public,  and  the  fame  licentioufnefs^*  thtid 
private,  behavi<nir;  Durioig  th€f  Cfariftmai 
holidays^  almoft  every  nobleman  entertained 
his  vaifals  of  both  fexe$,  a  neighbouring 
clergyman  was  generally  chofen,  to  prefide 
over  this  riotous  mirth  and  indecent  feili-' 
vity,  who,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  was 
tommonly  called  Abbot  of  Mifrule,  In 
the  houfes  of  the  great,  were  apartments 
deftined  for  the  women,  who  v/efe  employed 
in  embroidery,  and  dth^r  kinds  of  needle-' 
work ;  and  the  name  given  to  thefe  apart* 
meats,  in  dotifequencef  of  the  life  that  was 
made  of  them,  came  in  time  to  ht  fynony- 
inous  to  that  of  a  brothel.  Nay,  fo  loft  to 
.  Vol.  I.  D  public 
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public  decency  were  all  ranks  of  men,  that 
even  the  clergy  were  not  afliamed  to  have 
infcriptions  over  the  doors  of  thefe  apart^ 
ments,  fignifying  the  ufe  to  which  they  were 
appropriated  *.  Nor  did  gentlemen  of  con- 
fiderable  property  blufli,  to  hold  lands  by, 
and  bear  domniiflions,  for  being  marihals  of 
the  king's  whores. 

Female  S  o  M  E  T I  Kt  E  prfc'vioti  s  to  the  reign  of  qu^en 
begini  to  Elizabeth,  the  fex  began  to  recover  that 
delicacy  and  dedfency  which  they  had  loft* 
From  her  time,  to  that  of  the  Proteftor, 
their  manners  werfe  ftiU  refiniiig ;  but  during 
his  adminiftration,  the  whole  nation  became 
fanftimonioufly  enthufiaftic,  devotion  ftrug- 
gled  hard  to  exclude  nature,  ftnd  flovenIi-« 
nefs  and  fuperftitioii  to  fubftitute  themfelvcs 
for  religion.  The  reftoration  changed  again 
the  manners  of  the  people,  and  gave  them 
d,  direftion  only  to  pleafure  and  licentious 
love.  The  diftraftions  during  the  reign  of 
James  II.,  fomewhat  abated  that  fervour  for 
pleafufe ;  and  the  fettled  iituation  of  affairs 

*  The  celebrated  Catdinal  Wolfey^  over  a  door  of  a  particular  part 
of  his  palace,  had  thefe  words  ia  Latia :  "  The  hoofe  of  the  whores 
**  of  my  lord  the  Cardinal.* 

tindef 
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umler  William  IIL,  together  with  the  difap* 
probation  (hewn  by  his  court  to  unlawful 
gallantry,  communicated  to  the  female  cha* 
rafter  that  turn  towards  decency  arid  polite* 
nefs  of  manners,  in  which  it  has  now  made 
fb  confiderable  a  progrefs.  We  cannot  help 
taking  notice  here,  that  if  we  may  credit  the 
declaimer,  the  fatirift,  and  the  preacher^  the 
female  virtues  are  at  prefent  on  the  de- 
cline. .  For  our  parts,  we  pretend  not  to 
decide  on  fo  delicate  a  point ;  and  only  ex- 
prefs  our  hopes^  that  the  condu6l  pf  our  fak 
country-women,  will,  in  this  particular,  con- 
tribute to  give  the  lie  to  the  fatirift,  the  de- 
claimer,  and  even  to  the  preacher  himfelf. 

While  the  manners  and  the  chara£ler  of  ^V^* 
the  European  women  have  been  held  out  in  women. 
fuch  a  variety  of  different  lights ;  while  they 
have  been  liable  to  fo  many  mutations,  fjroin 
the  changes  of  feflaion,  qf  government,  and 
religion;  the  women  of  the  Eaft  have  exhi- 
bited  always  the  fame  appearance:    their 
}iianners,  cuftoms,  and  fafhions,  unjiltera^ 
ble,  like  their  rocks,  have  flood  the  teft  of 
.many  revolving  ages ;  though  the  kingdoms 
of  their  country  have  often  changed  mafters ; 
though  they  have  fubmitted  to  the  arms  and 

•     D  2  the 
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the  n^tdations  of  almoft  every  invader;  yet 
the  laws  by  which  thehr  fex  ane  .|;overne4 
•md  enilaved,  have  never  beep  revifed  hot 
amended. 

^  •  ■ 

Such  being  the  cafe,  in  taking  an  imrt>- 
duftory  view  of  the  eaftern  women,  we  are, 
like  the  man,  who,  from  an  eminence  fuiv- 
veying  the  furface  of  a  placid*  ocean,  looks 
'Wut  in  vain  for  variety  or  diveriity.  .  The 
Hindoo  women,  who  inhabit  the  banks  of 
the  Gs^nges  and  the  Indus,  have  been  time 
immemorial  ahnoft  in  every  refpeft  the  fame 
as  at  prefent :  nor  could  even  the  introduc* 
tion  of  the  rehgion  of  Mahomet^  which  gave 
to  thofe  of  the  fex  who  profeffed  it,  no  lefs 
an  advantage  over  the  difciples  of  Brama, 
tban  an  exemption  from  burning  on  the  fu- 
neral  piles  of  their  deceafed  bufbands,  ever 
induce  one  fingle  Hindoo  to  become  Ma- 
hometan, or  change  the  invariable  rites  of 
Brama  for  thofe  of  the  Arabian  prophet. 

As  Alia  was  formerly  the  feat  of  learning, 
and  is  now  that  of  ignorance,  w^e  are  bette^ 
acquainted  with  the  ancient,  than  the  mo- 
dem ideas  of  the  Afiatics  concerning  their 
women ;  and  have  already  feen,  that  thefe 

idpas^ 
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*  Mcas»  bcfidcsibetng  unfirvo)ir^bIfi,.vi^eK<>fiea 

lexprcfled  in  the  moft  coftrfe  and  indeticane 

mannen     Qftd  the  mtinn^fs  and  cvAotas 

of  dieir  women  been  fuhje^  to  die  fame 

c&anges  as  i^y  ate  i«  Eurof^e,  we  might 

;iave'  expelled  the  fame  changes  in  the  ien- 

timent^  aad  iwdtuigs  <>f  their  men :  but  s^ 

this  k  not  the  cafe,  we  have  leafon  to  pi^ 

fume,  that  the  fame  ientiments  entertained 

by  Splomon,  by  fome  of  the  apocryj^al 

'writers,  and  by  the  .svacieni  Pundits*^  a» 

!the  fentiments  of  thi^  d^y ;  fmd  m  this  opi* 

,tuen  we  afe  tthe  mcore  confirmed,  when  we 

4SMi6der,  ^ftt»  rin  ^e  treatment  of  ihthx^ 

no  alteration  for  (the  better  has  ever  y^t 

faken  place. 

Byx  while  fuch  are  the  fentimenis  of  the 
Afiatics^  while  fuch  is  the  ^mann^r  in  which 
they  treat  their  women,  their  tongues,  in  the 
utmoft  diflplMmce  'tO;  thefe  fentiments,  con* 
dandy  utter  a  language  to  which  their  hearts 
are  entirely  ftrangers,  ?md  the  whole  tenor 
of  their  anions  flatly  contradifts  their  words. 
While,  in  the  abfence  of  the  fex,  they  feem 
to  d^fpife  aQd  treat  them  with  contempt.  I^ 

^  Ppndits  are  tlie'Bramialcal  cxpoiltors  of  the  laws  of  the  Hindoos. 

their 
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•iheir  prefence,  when  itiftigated  by  animal 
love,  they  not  only  pay  them  the  greateft 
deferencci  but  even  accoft  them  as  fomething 
more  than  m6rtaL  When  the  love  'fit  is 
over,  though  their  tongues  may  ilill.fetain 
the  fame  language,  they  will,  amift  all  this 
abufe  and  proftitution  of  words,  chaftife 
with  feverity  for  the  flighteft  offence,  her 
whom  they  feem  to  adore ;  will,  without  any 
offence  whatever,  keep  her  fliut  up  a  per- 
petual  prifoner  from  the  joys  of  fociety,  and 
almoft  from  the  light  of  heaven;  and,  (hould 
'  jealoufy  arife  in  their  breafts,  confign  her  to 
expire  in  the  moft  cruel  tortures,  while  thenK 
felves  glory  and  exult  in  her  fofferingSi 

Such  has  been,  from  the  remoteft  anti- 
quity, the  condition  of  the  weaker  fex;  over 
the  greater  part  of  Alia  and  Africa;  and 
fuch  it  will  probably  dontintte,  -as  long  as 
flavery  (hall  debafe  the  minds,  and  igno- 
rance and  fuperftitioq  cloud  the  imderftand- 
ings  of  the  people. 

Of  the  ^^  J.  jy  Columbus  difcovered  America,  he 

American 

women.  Opened  a  field  for  the  ambition  of  the  ftatef- 
man,  the  avarice  of  the  trader,  and  the  con^ 
templation  of  the  philofopher.     He  found 

that 
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that  vaft  continent  peopled  by  a  race^  or 
rather  divers  races  of  mortals^  fcarcely  left 
di(tin&  in  their  perfons,  than  in  their  mznr 
ners  and  cufioms,  from  thofe  of  the  Old 
World;  and,  which,  when  compared  to 
them,  were  only  mere  children  in  all  the  arts 
that  render  life  comfortable,  and  dillinguiih 
man  from  the  beafts  of  the  field.  Such  were 
both  fexes :  the  wom^  were  but  little  diftin- 
guiflied  from  the  men  by  their  drels,  wher^ 
any  drefs  was  made  ufe  of;  nor  were  they 
much  inferior  to  them  in  bodily  ftrength^ 
and  hardly  lefs  patient  of  cold,  hunger^  ct 
thirfi,  or  lefs  qualified  to  hunt  and  fiih  for 
their  fubfiftence*  But  notwith  (landing  this 
natural  equality,  the  men  had  completely 
enUaved  them,  and  thrown  upon  their  (houl-. 
ders  all  that  could  be  called  labour,  either 
in  the  houfe  or  in  the  field.  Thus  oppref* 
fed  and  negle6led,  the  fair  fex  were  entire 
ftrangers  to  the  joys  of  friendfhip,  and  but 
little  acquainted  with  thofe  of  love*  They 
pafTed  through  life  almoft  without  tailing  any 
of  its  pleafures,  and  could  hardly  be  faid  to 
enjoy  one  privilege  beiide  perfonal  liberty* 

BtJT  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  every  part  of 
America.    Among  fome  tribes,  the  women 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed  almoft  the  whole,  and  among  otheri^ 
a  great  {hare  of  the  iegiflative  authority; 
The  condition  of  the  fex  was  not^  however^ 
{iroperly  adjufled  to  any  medium :  they  werd 
fcvery  where  either  exalted  to  a  degree  far 
beyond  the  di£lates  of  good  policy,  and 
vetted  with  powers  and  privileges  of  th6 
moft  exorbitant  nature,  or  funk  to  a  level 
with  the  beafls,  and  depreffed  by  the  moA 
abje6l  flavery. 

Such  was  the  date  in  which  th£y  werd 
found  by  the  firft  difcoverers  of  America; 
a  ftate,  from  which  k  was  natural  to  hopd 
they  would  long  ere  this  time  have  been  ref^ 
tued  by  European  politenefs  and  humanity. 
But  our  hopes  are  ftill  difappointed.  Our 
fordid  love  of  their  gold  overcame  our  po- 
litenefs, baniflied  humanity  from  our  breafts  i 
and  inftead  of  abolifhing  the  flavery  of  the 
women,  made  us  with  more  than  favage 
barbarity,  wherever  our  power  could  reach|- 
extend  it  to  the  men  alfo^ 

In  the  condition  we  have  now  defcribed, 
had  the  women  of  America  been  for  rime 
immemorial :  but  as  the  Americans  had  not 
the  art  of  writing,   and  confequently  no 

hiftoriciS 
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hifiorical  records^  we  know  not  whether 
their  ftates  ever  fuffered  any  revolutions,  or 
whether  they  ever  altered  or  improved  their 
manners  and  cuftoms*  It  is  pretended,  in« 
deed,  that  the  Mexicans  had  a  kind  of  hif- 
torical  records,  compofed  of  what  they 
called  Quipos,  or  Chords,  fo  knotted  and 
twifted,  as  to  be  able  to  relate  the  whole  ^ 
leries  of  paft  events,  with  the  fame  cleamefs 
and  precifion  as  our  books :  but  the  little 
that  was  ever  learned  concerning  the  ancient 
ftate  of  America,  feems  to  demonftrate  the 
£dlity  of  this  opinion. 
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t  ' 

i/i  Jhort  Jkttch  of  the  AnttiiluviOfj^  Hifioryt 

Y  the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation, 
it  appears,  that  the  males  and  females  \j^t>^ 
of  all  the  brute  animals,  were  formed,  not 
only  of  the  fame  ipaterials,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  but  ajfo  at  the  fame  time.  When 
the  facred  hiftorian,  however,  defcribes  the 
creation  of  the  human  genus ;  he  informs 
us,  that  the  female  was  diftinguifhed  from 
the  male  by  being  formed,  not  of  the  duft 
of  the  earth,  as  he  was,  but  of  a  part  of  the 
body  of  the  male  himfelf*.     Thofe  who 

*  Various  and  ridiculous  arc  the  failles  related  by  oricutal  writers^ 
concemiag  the  creation  of  the  firft  pair.  We  ihall  only  mention  a  ityr 
pftbcfe  propagated  by  the  Jewifli  Rabbles,  whofe  ancient  legends, 

£  2  have 
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CHAP,  have  afcribed  to  the  fair  fex  a  fuperiority 
over  ours,  pretend,  that  from  being  thus 
formed  of  matter  doubly  refinefl,  they  de- 
rive their  fuperior  beauty  and  excellence. 

Not  long  after  the  creation,  the  decep* 
tion  of  the  firft  w<*iaff  by  the  ferpel|t;'"aiid 
the^  fatal  confequewees^rifing  from  that  de-r 
ception,  furnifti  the  moft  interefting  ftory  in 
the  whole  hiftoTy  of  the  iex*.  But  as  that 
ftory  is  already  fo  well  known,  we  fhall  pafs 
over  it  in  filence,  and  proceed  to  relate 
thofe  few  anecdotes  of  their  antediluvian 
ftatp,  which  Mofes  ^nd  fome  other  ancieot 
liillorian?  have  handed  down  to  us, 

C<|tttl,  if  not  fixrpafs,  in  aibCuxikf  e«en  tbofc  of  more  moiem  agcs.*^ 
pod,  f»y  ibssj,  a|  ^rft  created  A(iUm  with  a  long  tail ;  but  afterward, 
pn  coiiGdcring  him  attentively,  be  thought  be  would  look  better  with« 
oat  it :  rcfoIvHig,  however,  not  to  lofie  any  thing  that  he  had  raade, 
he  eut  it  olT,  an4  formed  it  into  a  voman  :  and  hence  the  fcx  derive 
their  low  and  inferior  nature.  Others  of  them  tell  us,  that  the  firft 
human  beiag  was  created  double,  of  both  fexet,  and  joined  fide  to 
ddci  that  God  improving  on  his  original  plan,  feparated  the  male  from 
the  female  part,  where  they  had  b«en  joined  together,  and  made  them 
into  two  di(Kn(5l  beings;  and  that  from  hence  arofe  the  perpeffial  in* 
dination  of  the  fezes  tp  joip  tbemfelvps  together  agaiii. 

*  An  ancient  ftory  iays,  that  Eve  not  being  able,  for  fbmefime,  tQ 
make  her  bufband  partake  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  at  lad  broke  down 
a  branch  from  the  tree  of  Knowledge,  and  making  it  into  a  cudgel,  by 
that  powerful  ar^uinqi(  fppn  preraijed  on  Kiim  to  tail^  it. 

Ik 
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Ifj  the  facred  hiftory  vc  arc  tpld,  that^^j-*^- 
when  Cain  and  Abel,  the  two  fans  of  Adam,  v^rvv 
brought  their  offerings  to  the  Lord,  the  of-  the  ^. 
fering  of  Cain  was  rejeSed,  and  that  of  *^*  ^ 
Abel  accepted ;  a  circumftance  for  whic^  caUi  ui4 
Mofes  does  not  *flign  any  reafon.  If  trar 
dition,  however,  deferves  any  credit,  an 
oriemal  tradition  fupplies  this  defe£l ;  and 
informs  us,  that  Cain  and. Abel  having  eack 
of  them  a  tynn  filler,  as  fopn  as  they  all 
became  marriageable,  Adjim  propofed  to 
tbem^  that  C?in  ihould  marry  the  twin  filler 
of  Abel,  and  Abel  the  twin  filler  of  Cain  { 
alleging  as  hk  reafon  for  thi^s  propofal,  that 
33  their  circumllances  obliged  them  to  many 
^heir  fillers,  it  was  prop^  that  they  fhould 
xnarry  thofe  that  were  feeyningly  the  lead 
related  to  them.  To  this  propofal  Cain 
would  not  agree,  and  infifted  on  having  hi* 
own  twin  filler,  becaufe  Ihe  was  fairer  than 
the  other.  Adam,  difpleafed  at  his  difobe- 
dience,  referred  thf  difpute  to  the  decifion 
of  the  Lord;  ordered  his  fens  to  bring 
each  an  offering  before  him  ;  and  told  them, 
that  the  offering  which  had  the  preferance, 
would  be  a  declaration  in  favour  of  him  who 
prefented  it.  On  the  offerings  being  brought, 
jind  that  of  Abel  accepted,  Cain,  ftimulated 

by 
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CHAP.  |)y  jealoufy  and  refentment,  as  foon  as  they 
tyv\>  came  down  from  the  Mount  where  they 
had  been  facrificing,  fell  upon  his  brother 
and  flew  him.  And  thus  a  woman  became 
the  caufe  not  only  of  the  firft  quarrel,  but 
of  the  'firft  introduftion  of  dea^h, 

^^*«-  .  Cain  and  his  pofterity  being,  fbr  this 
theTaa  baibarous  deed,  exiled  from  the  reft  of  the 
pf  Cain,  human  race,  began  to  abandon  themfelves 
to  every  fpecies  of  wickednefs* ;  and  it  is 
fuppofed  were  in  time,  on  that  account,  de- 
nominated Sons  and  Daughters  of  Men : 
while  the  pofterity  of  Seth,  under  the  care 
and  tuition  of  Adam,  having  as  remarkably 
diftinguilhed  themfelves  for  virtue,  and  a 
regard  to  the  divine  precepts,  in  time  alfo 
acquired  the  appellation  of  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  God.  This  family  of  Seth, 
according  to  the  oriental  writers,  fixed  it^ 
habitation  on  the  mountain  where  Adam 
their  progenitor  wa?  buried ;  and  from  the 

*  Some  oriental  writers,  znd  fathers  of  the  chriftian  church,  to  acv 
count  for  this  wickednefs  of  Cain,  |iaye  fuppofed  that  he  was  begot  br 
the  devil.  Nor  have  tUcj  confidered  Adam  as  being  more  chafle  than 
his  wife;  they  tell  us  that  he  lived  i^e  years  with  another  woman^ 
named  Liliih,  who  was  formed  oift  of  the  dull  of  the  earth;  and  add. 
that  the  oflf-fpring  begot  between  them  wai  daemons* 

I 
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facred  duft.  there  depofited^  called  it  the  ^°^^' 
Holy^  Mountain :  while  Cain  and  his  pof- 
terity  inhabited  the  valley  below  f^  and  con-^ 
ftandy  rioted  in  every  fpedies  of  lewdnefs 
and  debauchery.  In  the  time  of  Jared^ 
when  the  £unily  of  Seth  was  much  increa^ 
fed,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  fons  of 
that  family^  or  as  they  were  called,  the  Sons 
of  God,  hearing  the  fpund  of  mufic^  and 
the  npife  of  feftivity  in  the  valley,  agreed 
for  once  to  defcend  from  their  mountain^ 
and  partake  of  the  amufement«  On  their 
arrival,  they  were  fo  delighted  with  the 
fcene,  and  fo  captivated  with  the  beauty 
of  the  women,  who  appeared  naked,  that 
they  yielded  to  their  charms^  and  defiled 
themfelves  with  them.  Having  gone  this 
length,  it  was  not  likely  they  fliould  flop  on 
the  threfhold  of  pleafure.  Accordingly, 
returning  from  time  to  time  to  vifit  thefe 
women,  they  at  laft  ventured  to  intermarry 
with  them ;  and  hence,  probably,  arofe  the 
ftory  of  the  commerce  between  the  Sons  of 
God,  and  the  Daughters  of  Men :  a  ftory 
which  gave  birth  to  an  opinion,  that  by 

t  This  tradition  doei  not  asrce  wkh  the  haaiflimoit  of  Cain,  at 
mtniioncd  by  Moiet. 

die 
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CHAT,  tjjg  j5ons  of  God  vfett  meant  Angels^  vrho 
had  fo  far  deviatefd  from  th*  dignity  of  theil* 
celeftial  nature^  as  to  debafe  themfelv6s  by 
a  carnal  knowledge  of  teffeftfial  womem 
To  this  abfurd  and  ridiculons  notion,  no 
little  ftrcilgth  hath  been  added  by  a  forgery^ 
called  the  Prophecy  of  Enoch;  a  prophecy, 
which,  like  many  others,  is  long,  obfcure^ 
and  unintelligible*;  evident  niarks  of  its 
not  having  been  diftated  by  that  divine 
fpirit,  who  is  light  and  perfpicuity, 

*  Tlte  general  purport  of  thit  long  and  lU^conneAed  prophecy,  ii^ 
"fhat  iti  tboft  times,  ^pomen  were  C6  exceedingl^r  beantiful  and  tempt^ 
ing,  that  the  Egfegaiii,  or  gnardfiaa  aflgelf ,  who  were  iet  to  watcW 
over  and  attend  them,  being  conftantly  expofed  to  the  whole  artiHery 
<lf  thetr  charm •,  at  laft  fell  To  violently  in  love  with  them,  that  they 
4|f:h>M  Che  fecret  to  each  otbnr,  and  entered  into  tn  agreement,  to 
take  to  themfelreSf  from  among  them,  wives  of  thoCe  that  were  faireft 
in  their  eyes.     That  accordingly,  in  the  year  of  the  world  i  x  70,  they 
began  the  ezeciition  of  their  prt>jc^ ;  and  ill  the  moft  daring  and  flagi- 
tious manner,  continued  it  to  the  deluge     That  in  thofc  days,  wertf 
bom  to  the  angels  who  had  thus  married,  giants,  who  devoured  hu« 
man  fllefli^  of  which  they  Were  fo  fofnd,  that  the  race  of  man  hegatt 
thereby  greatly  to  dccreafc;  that  many  complaints  on  this  fubjc^fc  hav- 
ing been  .made  to  God,    he  Tent  four  archangels,  who  bound  thef^^ 
angels,  who  hiad  joined  tbemfelvet  to  the  women,  and  produced  thiv 
monftrons  progeny,  threw  them  into  the  great  aybfs,  an '  afterward 
fent  Gabriel,  another  archangel,  to  root  out  and  deflroy  the  giants.— 
Other  oriental  traditions  rrhte   that  it  was  the  rebel  angels,  who  had 
taken  arms  againfi  Omnipotence,  that  6rft  began  this  infamous  coin* 
merce  with  mortal  women,  from  whence  fprung  a  race  of  mooflerv 
and  dsmons  inimical  to  virtue  and  to  man;    and  who,  by   their 
continued  crimes,  at  laft  provoked  the  almighty  to  (Veep  them  from 
the  foce  of  thr  csrth  by  an  univeriai  delugCt 
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But  though  we  ciannot  pofitively  afcer-  chap.  .. 
tain  the  precife  meaning  of  Mofes,  when  he  l/ynj  %, 
fays,  the  Sons  of  God  defiled  thcmfelves 
with  the  Daughters  of  Men,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  the  expreffion  was  made 
ufe  of  to  charafterife  fome  pecuHar  fpecies 
of  wickednefs,  which,  with  other*  debauch- 
tries,  had  become  fo  enormous,  that  the 
Author  of  Nature  is  faid  to  have  repented 
that  he  had  made  man;  almoft  the  whole 
race  of  whom  he  was  obliged  to  deftroy  by 
a  flood,  in  order  that  he  might  raife  up  a 
new  and  more  perfeft  generation;  which 
could  not  have  been  done,  had  the  wicked 
been  left  to  have  mixed  with  and  contami- 
nated the  righteous* 

FftoM  the  flood,  there  is  a  chafm  in  the  ^'^^^  '«* 
hiftory  of  women  till  the  time  of  the  patri-  ofthcfcx^ 
arch  Abraham,  when  they  began  to  be 
more  frequently  introduced  into  the  facred 
ftory,  feveral  of  their  aftions  to  be  re- 
corded ;  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  ufages  by 
which  they  were  governed  to  be  exhibited : 
all  which,  joined  to  fome  anecdotes  of  their 
public  and  private  life^  enable  us  to  give  a 
more  perfeft  account  of  the  ancient  Ifraeli- 
tifti  women,  than  can  be  given  of  thofe  of 

Vol*  L  F  any 
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CHAP,  any  other  nation^  till  we  come  to  the  Greeks. 

L/v>^  In  exhibiting  thjs  account,  we  have,  how- 
ever, judged  it  proper,  not  to  take  the 
incidents  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
related,  but  to  reduce  them  under  dif. 
ferent  heads,  for  the  fake  of  method  and 
•regularity. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P,      11. 

Of  Female  Education. 

IF  any  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  genera^  ^  ^^  ^* 
ftate  of  mankind  in  the  infancy  of  the  y^rY\j 
world,  ixom  the  particujar  ftate  in  which 
they  appear  in  the  infancy  of  every  nation^ 
>ve  may  fuppofe  that  they  were  originally 
but  little  acquainted  with  the  conveniences, 
and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  delicacies  of 
jTocial  life;  and  that  their  knowledge  ex- 
tended hardly  any  farther,  than  to  procure 
themfelves  a  precarious  fubfiftence  frpm  the 
rivers  and  forefts  ground  them, 


NECESSA;iJLy  impelled  tp  employ  the  ?^"'"^ 
greateft  part  of  theijr  timp  in  this  manner,  education 
they  would  have  but  little  leifure,  and  per-  j°«»^««»^- 

J  •  '    -  *  lyages* 


^aps  lefs  inclination,  to  cultivate  their  minds. 
The  inhabitants  pf  the  woods,  and  of  the 
waves,  were  only  tp  be  caught  by  force  or 
fraud:  in  eith^ex  of  whiph  ways,  ftrong  ex- 
ertions, or  Jong  and  painful  watchings,  were 
requifite ;  and  to  thefe  ex,ertipns,  and  other 
efforts,  the  conftant  calls  of  nature  for  fuf- 
f enance  kept  pp  an  unremitted  attention : 

F  2  ^  hence 
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^"jj^P-  hence  it  would  be  long  before  the  human 
*^/v\j  mind  began  to  extend  its  ideas  beyond  that 
circle  which,  had  been  formed  by  necef- 
fity,  and  continued  by  cuftom.  That  courfe 
of  ftudy  and  of  difcipline,  that  application 
to  various  languages  and  arts,  which  we 
now  call  education,  was  then  totally  un^ 
known;  and  in  after  ages  fprung  up  by 
degrees,  as  incidents  gave  occafion  to  think- 
ing on  new  fubjefts,  and  gifting  in  new 
employraentSt 

soprcc  of     ^  CONSIDERABLE  part  of  education  is 

education.  ^  ^ 

the  fludy  of  languages.  But  as  all  men 
fpoke  originally  the  fame,  this  laborious 
part  had  then  no  exiftencc.  WTien  a  diver- 
sity of  tongues  were  introduced,  traveller^ 
and  merchants  were  obliged  to  ftudy  them, 
that  they  might  be  underftood  by  the  people 
among  whom  they  fojourned,  or  with  whom 
they  trafficked.  In  fome  of  the  milder 
climates  of  Afia,  the  earth  fpontaneoufly 
yielded  as  much  food  as  fimple  unpampered 
nature  required;  and  the  inhabitants  fu- 
pinely  enjoyed  her  gifts,  without  troubling 
themfelves  with  painful  exertions  of  min4 
or  of  body.  But  when  the  human  race  had 
multiplied  fo  much^  that  |;hey  were  obliged 
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to  difperfe  themfelves  into  climates  lefs  ^^,l^* 
indulgent,  exertion  became  neceffary  to  o^yvi 
procure  food,  and  invention  to  remedy  the 
inconveniences,  and  provide  againft  the  ac- 
cidents, of  climate  and  fituation :  Thus  in 
Egypt,  the  annual  inundations  of  the  Nile 
obliged  them  to  raife  houfes  on  pillars,  and 
to  apply  to  Aftronomy,  that  they  might 
kpow  the  feafons  when  thefe  inundations 
were  to  come  upon  them.  The  rigour  of 
feafons,  in  places  more  remote  from  the  fun, 
forced  them  to  cover  themfelves  with  fkins, 
and  to  build  houfes :  and  the  fame  caufe, 
perhaps,  at  firft,  gave  birth  to  the  ufe  of 
fire-  Were  we  thus  to  trace  almoft  every 
human  invention  to  its  fource,  we  fhould 
generally  find  thai:  fource  to  have  been 
yieceflity. 

In  the  patriarchal  ages,  and  fome  time  ^^^ 
after,  even  among  people  confiderably  re-  tion  aa4 
moved  from  barbarity,  we  have  hardly  the  *'"• 
Jeaft  veftige  of  education  among  the  men*, 

•  Schools  were  men  were  taught  the  arts  of  prophefying  and  of 
magic,  yrtre,  probably,  the  firft  that  were  inftitutcd  ;  the  former  ap- 
pear to  have  been  ere^cd  by  the  Ifraclitcs,  the  U\%tr  by  the  Egyp- 
lians  or  Phoenician •• 


and 
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CHAP,  ^jj^i  {hould  therefore  in  vain  look  for  it 
\^rr\j  among  the  women.  Iji  climates  where  the 
fpontaneous  produftions  of  the  earth  were 
few,  and  where  meij  were  become  too  nu- 
merous to  be  maintained  by  hunting  and 
fifliing,  neceflity  would  ftimulate  to  paftu- 
rage,  and  perhaps  to  fome  rude  efforts  in 
agriculture ;  but  as  thefe  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  without  fome  kind  of  inftruments, 
it  was  poffibly  to  furnifti  fuch,  that  Tubal 
Cain  began  to  work  in  iron  and  in  brafs* 
Such  rude  inftruments  as  he  at  firft  conftruc- 
ted,  might  upon  trial,  fuggeft  to  him  the 
improvements  neceffary  for  making  others 
more  adapted  to  the  purpofe?  for  yrhich  they 
were  int^jaded,  thiefe  again  might  Lead  on  to 
^yojrjcs  of  fancy,  works  of  fancy  would  exr 
pand  the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  experi- 
ment  and  obfervation  would  follow,  and 
at  laft  open  the  way  for  the  arts  and  the 
fciences.  Such  were  the  employments  into 
which  the  njen  were  initiated ;  but  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  endeavour  Ito  difcover  what 
inftruftion  was  beftowed  on  the  women: 
ivhether  they  were  regularly  tjught  any 
thing,  or  left  to  learn  what  they  could  from 
nature,  and  from  chance ;  which  ^3^  ^^  ^T^ 
inclined  to  think  was  the  cafe,  as  writing 
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and  reading  were  not  then  invented;  as  the  chap. 
fciences  were  but  few,  and  thefe  few  only  in  c^vx-i 
their  infancy ;   and  as  women  were  not  va- 
lued for  any  mental  qualifications,  but  only 
for  their  perfonal  charms. 

• 
Of  all  the  nations  which  prefent  them-  ^  ^^  ^ 
felves  in  the  periods  we  are  confidering,  the  *^^***^ 
Egyptians  moft  defervedly  claim  our  atten- 
tion ;  as  it  was  from  them  that  we  derived 
the  firft  principles  of  all  our  arts,  fciences, 
and  cultivation.     It  was    the   Egyptians 
who  firft  taught  the  rude  and  uninftnided 
Greeks :  the  Greeks  tranfmitted  their  know- 
ledge to  the  Romans:   and  the  Romans 
carried  their  knowledge,  and  their  conquefts, 
over  hdf  the  globe.    In  whatever  light  wc 
view  the  Egyptians,  they  do  more  honour 
to  human  nature  than  any  of  the  ancients, 
as  they  excelled  them  all  in  laws,  in  arts, 
and  in  government ;   fciences  in  which  they 
believed,  or  pretended  to  believe,  they  had 
been  improving  themfelves  during  a  period 
of  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  years. 
However  uncertain  this  notion  of  their  an- 
tiquity may  be,  it  is  certain  that  they  were 
allowed  by  moft  of  the  ancients,  to  have 
been   one  of  the  firft  people,  who  were 

civilized 
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^  ^iL  ^  civilized  and  formed  into  a  nation,  governed 
o^v\j  by  laws  founded  on  equity  and  wifdom ;  in 
fliort  they  were,  even  in  the  diftant  periods 
we  are  fpeaking  of,  a  people  not  much  in- 
ferior to  many  of  thofe  which  in  our  times 
make  no  defpicable  figure  in  the  prefent 
civilized  fyftem  of  Europe. 

In  the  periods  under  review,  it  is  among 
the  Egyptians  only  that  we  meet  with  any 
, thing  refembling  a  fyftem  of  ftudy  and  edu^ 
.cation.  Their  priefts  and  magicians  taught 
two  kinds  of  literature;  theTacred,  which 
-contained  the  myfteries  of  their  religion, 
and  the  common,  which  contained  their 
.vulgar  education ;  they  alfo  taught  fuch 
other  fciences  as  were  then  known,  and 
particularly  Aftronomy,  from  which,  it  ap- 
.pears,  that  women  were  not  altogether 
excluded ;  for  we  are  told  that  Athyrte, 
the  daughter  of  Sefoftris,  encouraged  her 
father  to  undertake  his  chimerical  fcheme 
of  conquering  the  world,  by  affuring  him 
of  fuccefs,  from  her  divinations,  from  her 
dreams  in  the  temples,  and  from  the  prodi-' 
gies  Ihe  had  feen  in  the  air.  Almoft  every 
writer  on  ancient  Egypt  mentions,  that  the 
women  managed  the  greateft  part  of  fuch 
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bttfineis  as  was  tranfaflecl  without  doors,  chap. 
and  that  the  commerce  of  the  nation  was  \^rY\j 
peculiarly  allotted  to  them ;  it  is  therefore 
highly  probable^  diat  they  were  taught  the 
ufc  of  numbers  and  figures :  fciences,  with- 
out which  trade  muft  have  been  exceedr 
ingly  imperfeft  and  irregular.  As  writing 
was  alfo  known  at  an  early  period  in  Egypt, 
and  as  it  is  hardly  lefs  neceflary  in  com- 
merce than  figures,  it  is  probable  alfo, 
that  the  women  were  taught  the  writing 
then  in  ufe.  As  the  foftnefs  and  fentimental 
fedybigs  of  the  female  heart  feem  excellently 
adapted  to  the  foothing  ftrains  of  mufic, 
mufic  has  therefore,  from  the  remoteft  ages 
of  antiquity,  been  a  part  of  the  education  of 
the  fex*  Mofes  frequently  mentions  fing- 
ing  men  and  finging  women,  and  we  Ihali 
afterwards  meet  with  finging  women  among 
a  variety  of  the  nations  we  fhall  have  occa  • 
fion  to  mention.  The  Egyptians,  however, 
were  in  this  refpeft  fingular;  the  fame 
reafon  which  determined  other  nations  to 
teach  women  that  pleafing  art,  determined 
the   Egyptians   to   debar  them  from  it*; 

*  Herodotus,  and  fome  other. atit}iors»  doubt  trhetKer  the  Egyptiaiif 
prohibited  their  women  from  learning  mufic^ 

Vol.  L  G  « becaufe," 
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c  HA  P.  «  becaiife,"  faid  they,  "  it  foftens  and  relaxes 
Lr>r>sj  "  the  mind."    But  when  we  recx)lleft  what 
we  juft  now  related  of  the  employment  of 
women,  it. will  in  a  great  meafure  elucidate 
this  Angularity.     It  was  probably  the  opi- 
nion of  the  legiflature,  that  too  much  foft- 
nefs  and  delicacy  would  difqualify  them  for 
managing  the  affairs  of  trade  and  commerce; 
and  that  though  a  certain  foftnefs  of  the 
fex  was  encouraged  in  all  other  countries, 
it  would  but  ill  have  fuited  the  Egyptian 
women,  who  were  generally  pccupied  ixi 
fuch  employments  as  were  every  where  elfe 
deflined  to  the  men.     However  this  be, 
when  we  furvey  the  accounts  given  us  by 
the  ancients,  of  the  arts,  fciences,  laws ;  and, 
above  all,  of  the  culture  and  wifdom  of  the 
Egyptians;  when  we  confider  the  high  efti- 
mation,   in  which  women  were  held,  and 
the  powers  with  which  they  were  invefted ; 
when,  to  thefe,  we  add  the  literary  fame  of 
the  nation,  we  have  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to 
conclude,  that  though  we  are  at  this  period 
unacquainted  with  their  fyftem  of  female 
education,  it  certainly  was  fuch  as  fuited  the 
dignity  of  fo  wife  a  people,  and  of  a  fex 
fo  loved  and  refpefted. 
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It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  the  ^  ^^^  ^• 
Phoenicians  at  firft  borrowed  their  learning  vyvxj 
from  the  Egyptians  or  fome  other  people,  p^^j^. 
But,  however  that  be,  in  the  times  we  are  ans. 
confidering  they  had  made  very  confiderable 
advances  in  literary  knowledge.    They  cul- 
tivated Arithmetic  and  Aftronomy,  and  ap- 
plied them  to  the  purpofes  of  trade  and 
navigation.     Mofchus,  a  Sydonian,  before 
the  Trojan  war,  taught  the  philofophical 
dodrine  of  Atoms;    and  Abdomeneus  of 
Tyre,  undertook  to  difpute  with  Solomon, 
king  of  Ifrael ;  in  thofe  days  reckoned  the 
moft  redoubtable  champion  of  learning  and 
of  wifdom.     Tyre  and  Sydon  were  at  this 
time  renowned  for  philofophy  and  the  other 
Iciences. 

Man,  in  his  rude  and  uncultivated  ftate, 
forms  his  connexion  with  woman  from  a 
regard  to  the  beauty  of  her  perfon  only ; 
when  he  becomes  civilized,  he  regards  the 
qualities  of  her  mind  alfo.  We  can  hardly 
therefore  fuppofe,  that  the  Phoenicians ;  a 
people,  who  in  commerce  and  navigation 
excelled  all  others,  and  were  fecond  to  none 
in  politenefs  and  learning;  would  totally 
uegle6l  to  inftil  into  the  minds  of  their 
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c HA ?•  vromen,  any  of  tJiat  knowledge  which  was 
L/v\j  in  fo  much  national  efteem  and  veneration^ 
But  we  only  offer  this  as  conjefturc,  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  people  being  entirely  filent 
on  the  fubjefi :  and  indeed  hiftory  in  gene-, 
ral  throws  but  a  faint  gleam  of  light  on  the 
ages  under  review,  which,  among  many 
other  reafons,  may  in  part  be  owing  to  that 
peace  and  quiet  which  we  may  fuppofe  the 
world  then  enjoyed  for  many  ages;  for 
hiftory  paffes  in  filence  over  whole  centuries 
of  peace,  and  takes  notice  only  of  wars^ 
conquefts,  and  revolutions ;  as  if  nothing* 
were  worthy  of  the  ear  of  pofterity,  but 
the  crimes  and«foUies  of  its  anceftors. 

Ancient  ^J^J^  A  T  wc  havc  obferv  cd  of  the  Phoenix 
Europe,  cians,  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  equally 
applied  to  the  Babylonians;  they  are  ac- 
knowledged by  all  antiquity,  to  have  been 
the  firft  who  made  ufe  of  writing  in  their 
public  and  judicial  afts';  but  though  we 
cannot  pofitively  afcertain  whether  they  jn.. 
vented  writing,  we  are  nevcrthelefs  certain, 
that  they  were  early  diftinguiftied  for  tjieir 
politeilefs  and  learning.  We  fliall  have  oc» 
cafion  afterwards  to  relate  the  care  and  pains 
they  took  in  adorning  the  perfons  of  their 
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w6men ;  from  which  wc  may  conclude,  that  ^  ",^  ^• 
they  did  not  leave  their  minds  without  ciil-  Lrw* 
tivation  and  improvement.  The  nations 
which  were  contemporary  with,  or  for  feve- 
ral  ages  fucceeded  to  thofe  we  have  now 
mentioned,  were,  when  compared  to  them, 
as  the  reft  of  the  world  now  is,  when  com- 
pared to  Europe ;  hardly  juft  entering  on 
thje  threfhold  of  knowledge:  and  Europe, 
which  now  appears  with  fuch  diftinguiflied 
luftre,  was  then  involved  in  ignorance  and 
barbarity ;  nor  had  its  fcattered  and  wretched 
inhabitants  difcovered  any  fymptoms  of  that 
genius  for  which  they  are  at  prefent  fo  much 
diftinguiflied.  It  was  by  fome  colonies  from 
Aiia,  that  the  fciences  were  firft  introduced 
into  this  continent.  And  fuch  is  the  fate  of 
human  affairs,  that  from  the  time  thefe  fci- 
ences  were  thus  tranfplanted,  they  feemed 
(o  abandon  their  native  foil,  and  attach 
themfelves  entirely  to  their  new  habitation. 
The  Afiatics  either  loft  their  tafte  for  them, 
or,  in  profecuting  them,  had  already  ex- 
haufted  their  utmoft  powers.  The  Europe-- 
ans  acquired  that  tafte,  and  continue  ftill  to 
cultivate  and  extend  it,  by  ftretches  of  in* 
veotioii;  to  which  no  limits  can  be  fixed. 

When, 
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CHAP-  When,  from  Europe,  we  again  return 
o^vNj  to  the  Eaft,  we  cannot  help  lamenting, 
Of  ibmc    ^j^^^  antiquity  has  hardly  left  us  any  traces 

other  an-  T.        /  ^  /  ^  ^       / 

cknt  HSU  of  the  manner  in  which  their  women 
tJon«^  were  educated;  and  it  is  from  fcattered 
hints  only,  that  we  difcover  any  thing  con- 
cerning this  fubjeft.  One  of  thefe  hints 
informs  us,  that  fome  of  the  nations  con- 
quered by  Cyrus  had  taught  their  women 
mufic ;  for  Cyrus,  from  the  captives  he  had 
taken,  gave  two  female  muficians  as  a  pre» 
fent  to  his  uncle  Cyaxares.  Female  as  well 
as  male  muficians  were  in  thofe  times  fre- 
quently retained  by  the  great  to  amufe 
them  in  their  hours  of  relaxation  and  fef- 
tivity,  by  their  fkill  in  playing  upon  fuch 
inftmments  as  were  then  in  ufe,  by  the  me- 
lody of  their  voices,  and  b*y  the  various 
geftures  which  they  praftifed  in  dancing. 
If  the  plan  of  female  education  compre- 
hended any  thing  farther,  we  may  fuppofe 
that  it  took  in  only  fuch  other  arts  of  attrac-r 
tion  as  the  eaftem  women  have  always  been 
famous  for,  and  which  the  men  have  always 
regarded  as  their  principle  qualification.  In 
a  few  <?afes,  however,  it  is  probable,  they 
were  inftrufted  in  fome  of  the  ufeful  leam-r 
jng  of  the  times ;  for  the  education  of  the 
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children  of  the  kings  of  the  Medes  and  *^",^'- 
Perfians,  was,  for  many  ages,  committed 
to-  the  women,     Dejoces,  their  firft  king^ 
began  the  cuftom ;  it  was  continued  till  fome 
ages  after  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  and  is  at  this 
day  praflifed  in  many  places  of  the  £aft. 
As  thefe  young  monarchs  were  entirely  en- 
trufted  to  the  cai^e  of  women  till  the  age 
of  fifteen  or'  fixteen,  one  would  naturally 
conclude,  that  thefe  women  muft  have  been 
capable  of  teaching,  at  leail  a  part  of,  the 
falhionable  learning  of  the  times :  but  if  it 
was  the  fame  among.the  ancient  Medes  and 
Periians,  as  it  is  now  among  their  defcend- 
ants,  they  were  not  capable  of  doing  fo ; 
for  the  education  which  the  young  eaftem 
princes  at  prefent  receive  from  their  women, 
is  little  elfe  than  the  firft  principles  of  effemi- 
nacy and  debauchery,  with  hardly  even  a 
fmall  tinfture  of  that  learning  beftowed  on 
their  fubjefts :  and  hence  fo  many  of  them, 
when  they  become  monarchs,  dedicate  their 
fives  to  cruelty  and  debauchery.  Even  Cy ms 
himfelf,  though  trained  up  in  a  better  manner, 
and  aljnoft,  in  every  refpeft,  fuperior  to  the 
herd  of  ealtem  monarchs,  ftained  his  memo- 
ry  with  the  fouleft  infamy,  by  perverting  the 
education  of  the  Lydians,  for  no  other  crime 

than 
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^  *\f  ^  than  endeavouring  to  regain  their  liberty,  of 
.  ^^nru  which  he  had  unjuftly  deprived  them.  Cyrus 
had  intruded  the  gold  which  he  had  found 
in  the  treafury  of  Croefus  king  of  Lydia,  to 
Pafty as,  one  of  his  favourites ;  Paftyas  feeing 
himfelf  mafler  of  fo  much  wealth,  thought 
he  could  not  better  employ  it,  than  in  infti- 
gating  the  Lydians  to  ftiake  off  the  yoke  of 
the  conqueror,  and  place  him  at  their  head. 
Cyrus,  in  revenge,  determined  to  carry  away 
the  whole  of  the  people,  and  fell  them  for 
flaves ;  a  refolution  which  he  made  known 
to  Croefus,  his  prifoner.  Croefus  fearing  the 
^tter  deftruftion  of  his  coimtry,  advifed 
Cyrus  only  to  take  vengeance  on  Paftyas; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  future  attempt 
of  the  fame  nature,  to  forbid  the  Lydians 
the  ufe  of  arms,  and  oblige  them  to  be  edu- 
cated in  the  moft  debauched  and  effeminate 
manner.  Cyrus  followed  this  advice,  and 
the  Lydians  foon  became  the  mofl  infamous 
^d  abandoned  people  in  the  world.  Hif- 
tory  affords  but  too  many  examples  of 
jnonarchs,  and  of  parents,  having  winked 
at  the  improper  education  of  their  fnbjefts 
and  children.  This  is  the  only  inftance, 
where  the  fource  of  every  virtue  was  avow- 
edly contaminated  by  public  authority ;  an 

inftance 
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Inllance  in  which  we  are  at  a  lofs  t6  deter-  chap, 
mine,  whether  the  chsirafler  of  Cyrus,  or  of  v./%'-\-; 
Croefus,  appears  the  moft  defpicable  and 
infamous. 

Were  we  to  indulge  in  idle  fpeciilation } 
were  we  to  form  conjeftures  without  proper 
authority  to  fupport  them ;  we  might  relate 
many  plaufible  opinions  concerning  the 
education  of  women  among  the  ancients ; 
but  as  the  fubjeft,  from  the  time  of  the 
Egyptians  and  fome  othef  nations  we  have 
mentioned,  to  thofe  in  which  we  becopie 
acquainted  with,  Greece  and  Rom^,  is  in- 
volved in  tlie  deepeft  obfcurity,  we  tdther 
chufe  to  pafs  over  it  in  (ilence,  than  to 
hazard  opinions  which  at  moft  have  only 
bare  poflibility  to  recommend  them  to  ont 
notice. 

We  fhall  fee  afterward^  when  we  Come  ^  *^^ 
to  treat  of  the  rank  and  condition  of  wo-  v^omeo. 
men,  that  in  Greece,  even  in  its  moft  flou- 
rifhing  and  cultivated  ftate,  they  were  little 
better  than  flaves.  Nor  was  it  poffible,  that 
they  could  in  any  place  ever  arrive  at  that 
importance  feemingly  defigned  them  by  na- 
ture, while  their  genius  was  not  cultivated^ 
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CHAP.  j^Qj.  |.j^g]r  latent  qualities  called  forth  into 
O'VNj  view.     Vifible  qualities,    fuch  as  beauty, 
and  the  art  of  fhewing  it  to  advantage,  may, 
in  thefe  moments  when  the  heart  is  foftened 
by  love,  or  the  fpirits  elevated  by  wine,  give 
the  women  a  temporary  afcendency  over  the 
men,  and  enable  them  to  bend  them  at  plea- 
fure ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Thais  and  Alexander, 
but  fuch  an  afcendency  is  commonly  fleeting 
and  tranfient*    Cool  rcafon  foon  refumes 
the  place  which  paflion  had  ufurped,  and 
the  empire  which  had  been  built  on  paffioDi 
tumbles  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion ; 
while  that  which  is  fupported  by  education 
and  (enfe,  ftands  the  teft  of  time,  and  the 
various  incidents  of  life.    It  is,  however,  to 
be  lamented,   that  a  proper  education  has 
feldom  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  fex.     Even 
in  the  politeft  countries,   it  is  either  too 
much  ne^le£led,  or  condufted  on  a  frivolous 
or  miftaken  plan.     Such  appears  to  have 
been  the  education  of  the  Greek  women  in 
the  heroic  ages*;  for  we  find  Peleus,  in 
the  Andromache  of  Euripides,  reproach- 
ing Menelaus,  on  account  of  the  diflblute 

*  Several  of  the  firO  ages,  during  the  infancy  of  the  Grecian  dates, 
were  called  heroic ;  becaufe  then  the  men  dedicated  almoft  the  whcrfc 
of  their  time  to  feats  of  beroifm  and  of  arin«. 
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liehaviour  and  bad  education  of  his  wife*  ^"i^^* 
Nor  was  bad  education  confined  to  her  only,  Loro 
it  was  a  prevailing  evil,  againft  which  the 
Greeks  never  applied  any  proper  remedy. 

In  ancient  hiftory  there  is  no  fubieft  lefs  E^«*»*<»n 

,  .  r    1  1  •  1  •  ^^  ancient 

taken  notice  ot  than  education,  and  particu- 
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krly  that  part  of  it  which  was  bellowed  on  »o**^*'^^" 

'  *  ,  lated  to 

women.    In  early  periods,  and  among  un-  cuuwate 
cultivated  people,  the  fex  were  not  of  con-  J^f^^^ 
fequence  enough  to  employ  the  attention  of 
the  public,  or  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian.     A 
few  fketches  of  the  plan  of  education  fet- 
tled by  Solon,  the  famous  Athenian  law- 
giver, are  the  moft  antique  that  have  been 
handed  down  to  our  times ;  and  they  ferve 
to  corroborate  an  opinion,  which  we  have 
always  entertained,   that  the  education  of 
the  ancients  was  more  direfted  to  improve 
the  body  than  the  mind.     Solon  ordained, 
that  youth  in  general  fhould  be  firft  taught 
to  fwim,  and  to  imbibe  the  rudiments  of 
literature ;  that  the  poor  fhould  be  inftrufted 
in  trades,  mechanic  arts,  and  agriculture; 
but  that  fuch  as  could  afford  a  genteel  edu* 
cation,  fhould  learn  to  play  on  mufical  in- 
ftraments,  to  ride,  to  hunt,  and  be  expert 
in  every  kind  of  exercife ;  to  all  which  they 

H  z  were 
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c  H  A  P.  yf^YQ  to  stdd  the  ftudy  of  philofophy.  Such 
v-rvx^  \^ras  his  fyftem  of  male  education ;  a  fyftem 
more  calculated  to  ftrengthen  the  body  than, 
to  cultivate  the  mind.  Any  gleanings  of 
his  female  fyftem  that  have  reached  our 
times,  are  ftill  more  extraordinary.  Young 
women  were  ordered  to  pxercife  themfelves 
ia  running,  wreftling,  throwing  quoits,  darts, 
and  other  mafculiue  amufement$;  which 
raufl;  have  tended,  in»  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
tf>  deftroy  every  feed  of  delicacy  that  nature 
had  implanted  in  their  minds ;  and  which, 
in  all  probability,  gave  birth  to  that  bold-r 
nefe  and  effrontery,  for  which  the  Athenian 
women  at  laft  became  fo  remarkable. 

If  Solon,  in  his  fcheme  of  Wgiflatioii, 
inftitutcd  that  any  culture  fhould  be  beftowT 
ed  on  the  female  mind,  fuch  inftitutions 
have  not  reached  our  times :  and  when  we 
confider  how  the  Greek  women  were  treated; 
when  we  fee  that  healthful  and  robuft  bodies 
were  reckoned  their  chief  qualification,  as 
enabling  them  to  give  ftrong  and  healthful 
cJiildren  to  the  ftate;  we  have  reafon  to 
believe,  tliat  no  fuch  inftitutions  ever  exif- 
ted.  Lycurgus,  the  no  lefs  famous  Spartan 
legiflator,  fcems  to  have  thought  women 

almoft 
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sJmoft  below  )m  notice :  nor  need  we  wosb*  ^  ^  ^  p, 
der  at  this,  when  we  confider,  that  his  fole  i>^r\> 
intention,  and  the  conftant  fcope  of  all  hiy 
laws,  was  to  diveft  his  countrymen  of  every 
tUag  implanted  in  them  by  nature ;  and, 
upon  the  principles  of  art,  to  form  a  race  of 
heroes,  who  fhould  be  infenfible  to  every 
feeling  but  the  love  of  their  country.    Wo- 
mcB,  he  found,  were  but  ill  calculated  for 
this  purpole.    Patriotifm  is  a  principle  feU 
dom  fo  ftrong  in  them  as  in  men,  and  hu- 
manity is  generally  much  ftronger.     The 
actttene&  of  their  feeUngs  made  them  lef^ 
iMe  to  bear  all  the  pains  and  difficulties  of 
eradicating  whatever  is  natural,  and  the 
weaknels  of  their  bodies  difqualified  then* 
for  becoming  heroines.     They  were  there* 
fiore  unfit  fubjefts  for  carrying  the  ideas  of 
Lycurgus  into  execution ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count, it  feems  probable,  he  gave  hirafelf 
httlc  other  trouble  about  them,  than  to  Jake 
.  qare  that  their  company  fhould  neither  ef- 
^miqate  nor  debauch  his  men. 


That  the  modeft  women  of  Grece  had  '^^'"'^ 
not  the  leall  tinfture  of  polite  education,  ^i^oik 
even  in  the  moft  flourifliing  periods  of  their  '°^*"y 
Cpyntry,  appears  from  thcrefpeft  and  effeem  "^"^ 

which 
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c  HA  P.  ^vfaich  public  proftitates^  acquired,  merely  by 
cnro  having  the  advantage  over  them  in  this  ac-  .  ^ 
compUflunent.  We  (hall  have  occafion  to 
mention  this  fubjeft  afterwards ;  and  there- 
fore at  prefent  ftiall  only  obferve,  that  many 
of  the  greateft  of  their  philofophers  publicly 
vifited  thefe  proftitutes,  and  even  fometimes 
carried  their  wives  and  daughters  along  with* 
them,  that  they  might  profit  by  their  exam^ 
pie  and  behaviour.  Befides  what  we  have 
already  iQcntioned,  we  find  that  a  few  of 
the  Greek  women  were  inftrufted  in  mufic ; 
and  that  fuch  only  were  admitted  to  fome 
of  their  public  feafts.  Their  mothers,  or 
other  female  relations,  alfo  taught  them  the 
common  female  employments  and  cuftoms 
of  their  country,  and  inftilled  into  the  minds 
of  fuch  as  would  receive  it,  a  tinfture  of 
that  Stoical  pride  and  heroifm  for  which 
their  men  were  fo  much  renowned.  In 
every  thing  elfe,  they  were  miferably  defi- 
cient, and  their  conftant  confinement  added 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  world,  to  their 
want  of  education ;  fo  that  on  the  whole, 
never  were  women  found  fo  ignorant  in  a 
nation  fo  much  famed  for  learning.  We 
have  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were 
not  even  taught  to  re?id  their  own  language, 

for 
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for  we  are  told  of  a  houfe  having  fallen  at  ^^^^' 
Delphi,  and  killed  ninety-eight  boys,  who 
were  learning  to  read ;  and  as  no  mention 
is  made  of  girls,  it  is  likely  they  eithei:  re- 
ceived no  education  of  this  kind,  or  received 
it  only  at  home,  from  mothers  but  ill  quali- 
fied for  the  talk. 

1^  we  except  the  Egyptians,  the  whole  ^  *^ 
hiftory  of  antiquity  exhibits  to  us  a  fcene  in 
which  we  find  women  groaning  under  the 
hard  hand  of  opprelFion,  deprived  of  al- 
moft  every  privilege;  and  till  we  arrive  at 
the  Romans,  never  attaining  to  any  natural 
or  political  confequence«  In  Rome,  how- 
ever, we  find  them  not  only  emerging  from 
flavery,  but  darting  up  at  once  into  real 
importance.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  this 
great  republic,  the  Romans  being  poor,  and 
furrounded  with  rude  and  ferocious  ileigh- 
hours  like  thcmfelves,  were  obliged  to  leara 
rigid  ceconomy,  inflexible  patriotifm,  and 
the  art  of  war;  which  are  all  virtues  of 
neceffity  in  the  infancy  of  almoll  every  ftate. 
The  education  of  the  women  confiiled  in 
learning  the  duties  and  employment  of  do- 
meftic  life ;.  fuch  as  cookery,  fpinning,  weav- 
ing, and  fewing ;  which  were  taught  them 

by 
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c  HA  P.  \yy  tijeir  mothers  or  relations.  Thefe  al(b 
vywj  fuperintended  not  only  their  ferious  ftudies, 
but  even,  their  amufements,  which  were  al- 
ways conduced  with  decency  and  mode- 
ration. But  by  degrees,  as  the  Romans 
became  rich  with  the  plunder  of  their  neigh-^ 
hours,  as  the  tafte  for  the  arts  and  fcienccs 
became  more  general,  the  education  of  the 
women  began  to  be  extended  on  a  larger 
icale;  and  to  the  domeftic  duties,  taught 
them  by  their  mothers,  were  added  fuch  | 
parts  of  polite  education,  as  were  thought 
neceflary  for  cultivating  their  minds.  This 
education,  we  know,  fr6m  the  ftory  of 
Virginea,  they  received  at  public  fchook; 
where  fciences  and  literature,  now  efcaping 
from  the  clofets  of  rigid  philofophy,  began 
to  aflume  a  fofter  form,  and  to  fuit  them^ 
felves  to  female  talents  and  genius. 

It  has  long  been  alleged  by  the  men,  that 
women,  when  learned,  are  generally  pedants. 
How  far  this  opinion  is  juft,  we  ftiall  not 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  (hould  it  really 
be  fo,  we  may  naturally  enough  account  for' 
it.  The  knowledge  of  women,  is  in  gene- 
ral, much  lefs  extenfive  than  that  of  the 
men ;  on  this  account,  when  any  individual 

among 
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ftdiong  Aein  finds  that  Ihc  is  poflefled  of  a  ^^j^^* 
eonfidel^ble  (hare  of  it,  flie  confiders  her^ 
felf  as  thereby  fO  inuch  elevated  above 
the  reft  of  her  fex,  that  Ihe  cannot  help 
taking  every  opportunity  of  fliewing  this 
elevation: 

JuVEJiAL  exhibits  fome  of  the  Romail 
ladies  in  this  light,  and  what  he  fays  of  them^ 
though  meant  as  a  fatire,  affords  a  proof 
that  in  his  time  their  education  was  not  heg- 
lefted !  but  this  is  not  the  only  proof  we  can 
bring,  others  are  frequently  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Roman  hiftory.  Cicero  mentions^ 
with  enconiums,  feveral  ladies^  whofe  tafte 
in  eloquence  and  philofophy  did  honout  to 
their  fex ;  and  Quintilian,  with  conliderable 
applaufe,  has  quoted  fome  of  the  letters  of' 
Cornelia;  bfefides  which,  we  have  fottu- 
hately  a  fpeech  of  Hottenfia,  preferred  by 
Appian ;  which  for  elegance  of  language^ 
and  juflnefs  of  thought^  would  havfe  done 
honour  to  a  Cicero,  or  a  Deraoflhenes** 


*  The  unhappy  T^omen  yoo  ^ee  here  imploriilg  your  juftice  atid 
bounty,  would  ncvtr  have  prefumed  to  appear  in  this  place,  had  they 
liot  fifd  made  ufe  of  all  other  means  which  their  natural  modefty  could 
rugged  to  them*  Though  our  appearing  hete  may  fccm  contrary  to  the 

Vot.L  I  What 
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CHAP.  What  gave  occafioh  to  the  fpeech\ras,  the 

onro  Triumvirs  of  Rome  wanted  a  large  futp  of 

money  for  carrying  on  a  war,  and  having 

met  with  great  difficulties  in  raifmg  it,  they 

drew  up  a  lift  of  fourteen  hundred  of  the 


rules  of  decency  prefcribcd  Co  our  fex,  which  we  have  hitherto  obfcrved 
with  all  ftri<5tuers ;  yet  the  lofs  of  our  fathers,  children,  brothers,  and 
hufbands,  may  fufficteotly  excufe  us,  crpcclally  when  their  unhappy 
deaths  are  made  a  pretence  for  our  further  misfortunes  :  you  preten4 
that  they  -had  offended  and  provoked  yon,  hat  what  injury  have  we 
women  done,  that  we  muft  be  impoverilhed?  if  we  are  blameable  a» 
the  men,  why  do  you  not  profcribe  us  too  ?  have  we  declared  yoo  ene- 
mies to  your  country  ?  have  we  fubomed  your  ibldicrs,  raifed  troop* 
againft  you,  or  oppofcd  you  in  the  purfuits  of  thofe  honours  and  offi- 
ces which  you  claim  ?  We  pretend  not  to  govern  the  republic,  aor  is  it 
our  ambition  which  has  drawn  the  prefent  misfortunes  on  our  heads; 
empire,  dignities,  and  honours  are  not  for  us;  why  fhould  we  then 
contribute  to  a  war  in  which  we  haVe  no  manner  of  intereft  ?  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  in  the  Carthaginian  war,  our  mothers  ai&fted  the  repub- 
lic, which  was,  at  that  time,  reduced  to  the  ntmoft  diftrefs;  but  neither 
their  hour<;s,  their  lands,  nor  their  moveable!*  were  fold  for  that  ferv- 
icc;  forae  rings  and  a  few  jewels  furniflied  the  fnpply;  nor  was  it 
condraint,  nor  violence,  that  forced  thcfe  from  them :  what  they  con- 
tributcd  was  the  voluntary  offering  of  gencrofity.  "What  danger  at 
prefent  threatens  Rome  ?  If  the  Gauls,  or  Parthians,  %vere  encamped 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  or  the  Anio,  you  fliould  £nd  us  not  kfs 
zealous  in  the  defence  of  our  country  than  our  mothers  were  before  us  ; 
but  it  becomes  not  us,  and  we  are  refolved  that  we  will  not  be  any  way 
concerned  in  civil  war.  Neither  Marius,  nor  Cziar,  nor  Pompey,  ever 
thought  of  obliging  us  to  take  part  in  the  domeflic  troubles  which 
their  ambition  had  raifcd;  nay,  nor  did  even  Sylla  himfclf,  who  firft 
fct  up  tyranny  in  Rome;  and  yet  you  aflume  the  glorious  title  of  Re- 
formers of  the  State !  a  title  which  will  turn  to  your  eternal  infamy; 
if,  without  the  lead  regard  to  the  laws  of  equity,  you  perlill  in  your 
wicked  refolution  of  plundering  thofe  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  who 
have  given  you  no  jull  cau/cof  oiTence. 


richeft 
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richeft  of  the  ladies^  intending  to  tax  them.  ^  ^^f  ^* 
Thefe  ladies,  after  having  in  vain  tried  every  ^..rrsj 
method  to  evade  fo  great  an  innovation,  at 
laft  chofe  Hortenfia  for  their  fpeaker,  and 

* 

went  along  with  her  to  the  market-place, 
where  Ihe  addreffed  the  Triumvirs,  while 
they  were  adminiftering  juftice.  The  Tri- 
umvirs being  offended  at  the  boldnefs-of  the 
women,  ordered  them  to  be  driven  away ; 
but  the  populace  growing  tumultous,  they 
were  afraid  of  an  infurreftion ;  and  redu- 
ced the  lift  of  women  to  be  taxed  to  four 
hundred* 

As  we  do  not  propofe  to  write  the  hiftory 
of  learned  women,  but  only  to  give  a  ge- 
neral detail  of  the  care  beftowed  on  the 
education  of  that  fex ;  we  return  to  obferve, 
that  the  Romans,  with  the  utmoft  affiduity, 
cultivated  the  minds  of  their  young  men ;  and 
we  may  therefore  affure  ourfelves  that  the 
women,  who  had  now  attained  no  fmall  im- 
portance,  were  not  neglefted :  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, from'  the  greatnefs  .of  mind,  which 
many  of  them  in  a  variety  of  inftances  dif- 
played,  that  their  education  had  always  a 
tendency,  not  only  to  infpirc  them  with 
fcntiments  of  morality,  but  likewife  with 

1 2  that 
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c^j^^-  that  inflexible  conftancy  and  firmnefs,  fo 
K/y>sj  exceedingly  neceflary  in  a  ftate,  whofe  agi- 
tations and  convulfions  were  fo  frequent 
and  fevere,  that  they  required  the  iitmoft 
fortitude  to  fuftain  thenif 

Such  a  mode  of  education,  however,  we 
imagine,  was  countera6ling  nature,  and 
robbing  the  fex  of  that  gejitlenefs  of  man- 
nersr,  which  confjitutes  more  than  half  their 
charms ;  but  this  effe6i  it  produced  only  in 
particular  inftances,  find  npver  had  any  ge- 
neral influence;  for  the  Roman  >>rprnen, 
though  they  boaf^ed  while  in  feeurity  of  all 
the  heroifm  of  their  hufbands,  w^ere  in  fuch 
a  confl:ernation  when  Hannibal  approache4 
the  gates  of  Rome,  that  they  were  forbid  to 
appear  in  the  ftrects,  left  their  cries  ftioul4 
difpirit  the  foldiers,  and  fpread  a  generaj 
panic  through  thd  city. 

k 

A§  we  are  able  only  to  give  fo  imperfe6^ 
an  account  of  the  female  educapon  pf  th^ 
Romjins,  a  people  whofe  biftory  we  are  al; 
moft  as  well  acquainted  with,  as  with  that  of 
our  own  times ;  it  is  not  to  be  ejcpe^led  that 
we  can  throw  much  light  upon  the  fubjett, 
among  the  nations  that  were  cpn^emporary 
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wkh  them,  as  tjiey  were  in  a  ftite  of  too  ^  ^^^  '• 
much  ignorance  to  have  any  hiftorical  re^ 
cords  pf  their  own ;  and  ?i?  we  have  fcarcdy 
^ny  detail  of  their  manners  and  cuftoms^ 
befides  a  few  fketches  in  Tacitus,  and  fome 
of  the  other  Roman  writefs^ 


■atioai. 


If  by  education  we  mean  the  culture  of  ^* 
letters,  of  arts,  and  of  fciences;  in  vain 
ynll  we  jlook  for  it  among  the  ancient  inhabit 
tants  of  the  North.  The  Scandinavians, 
and  other  tribes,  who,  in  (he  earlie|l  times, 
polTefled  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  were 
hardly  acquainted  with  the  flighteft  nidi* 
men^  of  literature,  or  of  fcience.  In  the 
favage  flate  in  which  they  were,  no  ideas  are 
l^ntertained  of  the  neceffity,  or  utilHty,  of 
any  thing  that  does  not  immediately  contri- 
bute to  the  fuftenance  or  cloathing  of  the 
body ;  no  honour  to  procuring  thefe,  by  any 
other  methods^  than  rapine  ^nd  plunder; 
hence  their  men  were  trained  to  gaining  their 
fubiiftence  by  feats  of  arms,  and  wafting  it 
in  thoughtlefs  feftivity.  Their  women,  who 
frequently  accompanied  the  men  in  their 
plundering  expeditions,  and  who  befides, 
had  every  labour  and  drudgery  to  perform, 
could  not  have  much  time  nor  opportunity 

fqr 
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c  H  A  P.  for  attaining  knowledge.  As  they  were  not, 
v»->o  howeve?,  always  of  thefe  parties,  but  feme- 
times  left  at  home ;  if  there  were  any  glim- 
merings of  knowledge;  if  there  was  any 
wifdora,  it  was  moftly  to  be  found  among 
them ;  ahd  they  acquired  it,  not  by  a  labori- 
ous courfe  of  education,  but  by  experience 
and  refleftion  upon  the  contingencies  which 
happened  in  thefe  hours  of  JoUtude,  when 
the  human  mind  is  moft  fufceptibje  of 
inftruftion, 

Wha.t  they  had  thus  learned,  of  arts, 
of  improvements,  or  cccemomy,  they  taught 
their  daughters ;  hence  women  were  gener- 
ally more  enlightened  than  men ;  and  hence 
alfo  they  acquired  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  eftecm,  and  were  often  confulted  as  ora- 
cles. Befides  the  few  arts  ahd  domeftic 
occupations  known  among  a  people  fo  rude 
and  fimple,  the  mothers  alfo  exerted  them-* 
felves  in  teaching  their  daughters  the  virtues 
of  prudence  and  chaftity ;  which  they  did 
no  lefs  by  example  than  by  precept ;  and 
both  being  united,  had  fo  happy  an  effeft, 
that  the  ancient  Scandinavian  women  were 
not  only  among  the  firft  who  attained  to  that 
efteem  due  to  their  fex,  but  who  laid  the 

foundation 
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firandation  ftt  thai  ttonoor  and  regard,  <^hap. 
which  Europe  at  prefent  pays  as  a  tribute  r\^ 
to  beauty  and  merit* 


• . 


'  But  this  relative  condition  of  the  fexes 
was  npt  pectiliar  to  the  ancient  Northerns, 
it  feems  every  where  to  be  one  of  the  marks 
which  diftinguifli  a  rude  and  barbarous  peo- 
ple, and  is  at  prefent  to  be  found  in  many 
parts  of  the  globe,  particularly  among  the 
Drufes  of  mount  Libanus ;  who  reckon 
learning  one  of  thofe  low  and  contemptible 
acquifitions  which  are  only  fit  for  women, 
and  therefore  they  leave  to  that  fex  the  care 
of  inftru£ling  their  youth,  of  explaining  the 
facred  books  of  their  reKgion,  and  of  keep-* 
ing  the  precepts  and  myfteries  contained  in 
them  an  inviolable  fecret ;  which  laft  they 
have  done  fo  carefully,  that  hardly  any  thing 
has  ever  tranfpired  concerning  them. 

During:  the  long  and  fuccefsful  reign  of  ^^ '"^^  ^ 
cmvaiTy  m  Europe;  as  women  were  the 
conftant  objeft  of  romantic  heroifm  and  ex- 
travagant adoration,  we  may  naturally  con- 
clude, that  their  education  tended  chiefly  to 
enable  them  to  fhew  themfelves  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  excite  heroes  to  fight  for, 

and 
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c  HA  P.  ajid  lovers  t6  adore  them.  We  c^tihot  ^x*' 
peft  that  they  were  pofleffed  of  any  literary' 
attainments^  when  no  fikih  attaiiiments  were' 
to  be  found  among  the  men ;  the  Greek 
was  fo  entirely  neglefted,  that  the  celebrated 
Petrarch  could  not  in  Italy,  liofr  France,^ 
find  one  perfon  capable  of  inftrufting  hinf 
in  it :  the  Latin  was  known  in  a  rude  and 
imperfeft  manner  only  to  a  few ;  and  hardly 
was  there  to  be  found  a  woman,  who  could 
read  the  language  of  her  own  country ;  and 
if  fuch  a  one  was  here  and  there  to  be  met 
with,  fhe  was  reckoned  a  kind  of  prodigy^ 
This  we  learn  from  a  variety  of  the  author^ 
who  have  treated  of  thefe  times,  and  par- 
ticularly from  the  Troubadourij  one  of 
whom  fpeaking  of  a  lady  of  an  exalted 
rank,  has  thefe  remarkable  words,  "  She 
"  approves  my  writings,  and  (he  can  read 
«  them;* 

When  the  men,  who  before  had  fpfent 
their  days  in  tournaments  and  feats  of  arms,* 
began  to  turn  their  attention  towards  the 
arts  of  peace,  the  women  were  likewife  laid 
under  the  neceflity  of  varying  the  nlode  of 
education ;  and  as  they  found  that  the  famef 
arts  which  effeftually  captivated  a  knight 

clad 
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tiad  in  armoUr  aiid  ignorance,  \vere  m  vaiii  ^  ^^f  '* 
pra^^ifed  upon  the  enlightened  fcholar  and 
philofopher;  and  were  confcious  that  thtf 
way  to  pleafe  the  men  was  to  fderti  foiid  of 
tv'hat  they  approved  of,  arid  diflike  what 
they  difliked ;  they  applied  themfelves  to 
letters  and  philofophy^  hopeing  to  keep  pof* 
fefliori  by  their  talents,  of  what  they  had 
gained  by  their  charms*  ThoUgh  thefd 
toeafures  were  not  calculated  to  infpire  love^ 
and  attraft  the  heart,  and  confequently  did 
Act  produce  the  effefts  whidh  the  ladies  in- 
tended, yet  they  raifed  them  in  that  period 
to  a  pitch  of  learning,  unknown  in  any 
other.  They  preached  in  public,  fupported 
controverfies,  publifhed  and  defended  The- 
fes*s,  filled  the  chairs  of  philofophy  and  laW| 
harangued  the  popes  in  Latin,  wrote  Greeks 
and  read  Hebrew :  Nutis  became  poeteffes. 
Women  of  (Juality  divines.  And  young 
girls,  with  a  foftnefs  of  eloquent  enthufiafnl^ 
publicly  exhorted  the  Chriftian  princes  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy 
Land;  The  learned  languages  were  now 
confidered  as  indifpenfibly  neceffaryj  and 
riot  only  men,  but  women  of  all  ranks 
arid  conditions  were  taught  them^  In  this 
manner  was  female  genius  turned  into  a 
VoLi  L  K  wrong 
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® "  ^  ^  wrong  channel,  ft  was  diverted  from  the 
<"^^^^  duties  of  domeftic  life.  It  Wfa^  either  foured 
by  ftudy,  or  rendered  petulant  by  learning; 
and  while  it  acquired  empty  words  and  falfe 
philofophy,  it  loft  much  of  its  native  fpright- 
linefsj  and  became  daily  more  an  obje6i  of 
admiration^  and  lefs  an  obje^l  of  love. 

Rcvcrfc        i^Q  f^Q.  ^^^  i^Q  better  eftabliflxcd  than, 
piaufc.     that  violent  exertions  of  mind,  as  well  as  of 
body,    conftantly    leave  a  proportionable 
languor  behind  them.    This  was  remarkably 
the  cafe  with  female  literature ;  every  men^^ 
tal  power  had  been  for  a  long  time  over« 
ftretched,  and  the  greateft  relaxation  fooQ; 
followed  of  confequence :  by  their  know-, 
ledge  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin ;  by 
their  (kill  in  divinity  and  the  empty  difputa* 
tions  of  Ariftotelian  philofophy,  women  be- 
gan at  laft  to  difcover,  that  they  acquired 
only  an  empty  fame;  and  that  in  proportion 
as  they  gained  the  efteem  of  the  head,  they 
became  lefs  objefts  of  the  heart.     On  this 
difcovery,    it  was  neceflary   for  them  to 
change  their  plan ;  they  therefore  began  by 
degrees  to  abandon  learning,    and  attach 
themfelves  again  to  thofe  female  arts,  which 
were  more  likely  to  be  produftive  of  love, 
than  of  fame  and  applaufe.  Wh  i  l  £ 
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While  this  change  of  female  manners  chap. 
was  taking  place,  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  v>w; 
exhibited  a  fcene  of  feeming  inconfiflency.  f^^",'^". 
Enthufiafm  and  gallantry,  religion  and  li-  <«•. 
centioufnefs,  were  conftantly  praftifed  by 
the  fame  perfons,   as  if  they  had  been  per- 
feftly  reconcilable  to  each  other.   Learning, 
however,  declined  fo  faft,  that  in  a  ftiort 
time  women  became  as  confpicuous  for  ig- 
norance of  their  own  language,  as  they  had 
formerly  been  for  their  knowledge  of  others ; 
infomuch^  that  during  a  great  part  of  the 
fixteenth  and  feventeenth  centuries,  there 
was  hardly  a  woman  to  be  found  in  the  po- 
Kteft  countries  of  Europe,  who  could  fpell 
her  own  mother  tongue  with  accuracy,  or 
di£late  a  letter  in  it  with  eafe  and  elegance. 
The  only  little  reading  which  they  at  this 
period    commonly    concerned    themfelves 
with,  was  a  few  receipts  in  cookery  to  bring 
on,  and  a  few  receipts  in  phylic  to  take  off 
difeafes;  to  which  they  added  the  wrangling 
and  unintelligible  theology  of  the  times ;  a 
fcience  to  which  women  of   all  ages  and 
countries    have    been  peculiarly   addifted, 
as  it  greatly  iriterefts  their  paflions ;  and, 
perhaps,  confoles  them  in  the  many  fo- 
litary  moments  in  which  they  are  left  alone, 
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^  ^-f  ^-  and  as  it  w6re  excluded  from  bufinefs  and 
s^yvyj  from  the  world.  But  even  thefe  favourite 
ftudies,  and  every  other  part  of  female  a- 
mufement  and  ceconomy,  not  being  fufficient 
to  fill  up  all  their  vacant  hours,  they  now  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  various  kinds  of  needle- 
work ;  and  many  women  of  the  firft  rank 
were  themfelves  taught,  and  inftrufted  their 
daughters  in  the  arts  pf  flowering  and  era- 
broidery  ;  which  they  praftifed  fo  afliduoully 
in  their  leifure  hours,  that  much  of  the  fur- 
niture of  their  houfes  was  decorated  in  thi^ 
planner  )vith  their  own  hand^# 

After  the  difcovery  and  <:onqueft  of 
America,  immenfe  treafures  of  gold  and 
filver  wpre  imported  from  thence  into  Eu- 
rope, From  the  trade  carried  on  with 
Afia,  with  Africa,  and  other  parts  of  tlje 
globe,  perhaps  ftill  greater  riches  had  been 
accumulated ;  thefe  at  laft  beginning  to 
operate,  the  minds  of  the  greateft  part  of 
Europe  were  turned  from  that  fober  ^nd 
ccconomical  plan  of  life,  to  which  their  po- 
verty and  imperfeft  knowledge  of  trade  ?ind 
agriculture  had  fubjefted  them;  to  a  love  of 
gaiety,  expence,  and  parade.     Numbers  of 

people,  who,  perhaps,  not  in  die  mpfl  rigid 

path? 
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paths  of  juftice,  had  acquired  immenfe  forr  ^  ^^  '• 
tunes  in  the  Eaft,  tranfpoited  themfelves  o>x> 
back  to  Europe^  bringing  along  with  them 
all  the  arrogance  of  wealth,  eiieminacy  of 
manners,  and  love  of  pageantry  and  fliow, 
for  which  the  eaftem  nations  have  ever  been 
remarkable.  Thcfe,  and  feveral  other  caufes 
combining  together,  totally  changed  the 
manner?  of  Europe ;  and  inftead  of  fobcr 
frugality,  and  other  domeftic  virtues,,  in- 
troduced luxury  and  diflipation;  with  a 
lade  for  all  the  tinfel  glare  of  unfubfiantial 
trilksp 

The  French,  who  have  always  been  re- 
markably diftinguiftied  for  vivacity  and 
fhow,  taking  the  lead  in  this  new  mode  of 
life,  foon  difleminated  it  all  over  Europe ; 
which,  for  at  leaft  thefe  two  centuries  paft, 
has  aukwardly  imitated  every  light  faOiion 
and  frippery  of  that  volatile  people,  with 
liitic  better  fuccefs  than  a  Bear  dances  a 
hornpipe,  or  a  Monkey  puts  on  the  gravity 
pf  9n  alderman, 

In  France,  women  were  firft  introduced  ^"^^^^ 
to  court ;  their  education,  which  before  that  their  cdu. 
intrpduftion,  con(iftcd  in  reading  their  own  ^'^"• 

language, 
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CHAP   language,  in  learning  needle-work,  and  the 


vy>r^ 


offices  of  domeffic  life,  was  then  by  degrees 
changed  to  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic, 
drawing,  dancing,  and  dreffing  in  the  moft 
fafliionable  manner ;  to  which  we  may  add, 
the  art  of  captivating  and  governing  their 
men.  This  flimfy  pattern  was  copied  by 
every  other  nation.  Some  ftrokes  of  im- 
provement were  from  time  to  time  added 
by  the  French;  till  at  laft  almoft  everything 
ufeful  was  boldly  ftruck  out  from  the  plan 
of  female  education ;  and  the  women  of  the 
prefent  age  thereby  robbed  of  half  their 
native  excellence,  and  refodered  objefts  more 
fought  after  to  divert  a  melancholy  hour, 
or  fatisfy  a  lawlefs  paffion,  than'  to  become 
the  focial  partners  of  a  life  direfted  by  rea- 
fon  and  religion.  We  muft,  however,  allow, 
that  the  French  ladies  are  not  all  fo  much 
devoted  to  fafliion  and  pleafure,  as  to  neg* 
left  every  thing  elfe.  France  has  produced 
feveral  women  diftinguiftied  for  their  judg- 
ment and  learning;  and  even  in  the  pjefent 
diffipated  age,  while  female  coteries  com« 
monly  meet  for  diverfion,  or  for  gaming, 
there  are  in  Paris  focieties  of  women,  which 
meet  at  ftated  times  to  determine  the  merit 
of  every  new  work ;  and  happy  is  the  author 

who 
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who  meets  their  approbation ;  their  weight  ^  ^^^  ^ 
in  the  fcale  of  literature,  as  well  as  of  poli-  Kjry\jt 
tics,  being  for  the  mod  part  fufiicient  to 
over-ballance  any  thing  that  can  be  op- 
pofed  to  it. 

Should  this  imperfeft  attempt,  to  write  ^"^^^^ 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Fair,  furvive  the  prcfent,  fcmak  «- 
and  be  read  in  any  future  generation,  when  ^««»"*«- 
this  frivolous  mode  of  female  education  (hall 
have  given  place  to  a  better,  that  our  read- 
ers may  then  have  fome  idea  of  what  it  was 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  centu* 
ry,  we  Ihall  juft  Iketch  the  outlines  of  it  as. 
now  praftifed  in  the  politeft  countries  of 
£urope.  Among  the  (irft  lefTons,  which  a. 
mother  teaches  her  daughter,  is  tliat  impor* 
tant  article,  according  to  the  modem  phrafe, 
of  holding  up  her  hcad^  and  learning  a  pro- 
per carriage.  This  begins  to  be  inculcated 
at  the  age  of  three  or  four  at  lateil ;  and  is 
ftrenuoufly  infifted  on  for  many  years  after- 
ward. When  the  young  lady  has  learned 
imperfeftly  to  read  her  own  language,  and 
fometimes  even  fooner,  (he  is  fent  to  a 
boarding-fchool,  where  fhe  is  inftrufted  in 
the  mod  flimfy  and  ufelefs  parts  of  needle- 
work,  and  left  entirely  ignorant  of  thofe, 

which 
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^  "iL  ^'  ^^ic^  ^^€1  ufeful  and  n^ceflary .  While  fhe 
v^w>  is  here,  fome  part  of  her  time  h  fpent  in 
further  learning  to  read,  either  her  own  Ian* 
guage,  or  the  languagef  of  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms ;  all  which  are  too 
frequently  taught  without  a  proper  attention 
to  Grammar  or  Orthography.  Wf ititig,  and 
Arithmetic,  likewife  employ  a  part  of  hef 
time;  but  thefe,  particularly  the  laft,  are 
only  confidered  as  auxiliary  accompiifti- 
ments,  which  are  not  to  be  carried  into  hfe, 
and  confequently  deferve  but  little  attention- 
The  grand  effort  is  generally  made  to  teach 
the  girl  what  the  woman  will  relinquiih  • 
fuch  as  drawing,  mufic,  and  dancing.  Thefe, 
as  they  are  arts  agreeable  to  youthful  fpright- 
linefsj  often  engage  the  young  lady  fo  much, 
as  to  malte  her  negleft,  or  forget  every 
thing  elfe.  •  To  what  we  have  now  men*^ 
tioned  are  added,  the  modes  of  dreffing  in 
fafliion.  The  punftilios  of  behaving  inl 
company.  And  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that 
into  fome  fchools  have  been  introduced 
mafters  to  teach  the  falhionable  games  at 
cards;  a  diffipation,  if  not  a  Vice,  which 
already  prevails  too  much  among  both 
fexes,  end  may  perhaps  ftill  gain  ground  by 
this  early  initiation. 
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SbcH,  with  a  ffcMr  trifling  variations,  is  cka^. 
the  common  cdurFe  6F  fiuropeah  education  j  O-vO 
a  courfe,  which  feiemi  almoft  Entirely  dalcu-  ^^''^t 
kted  to  cilltivate  the  perfonal  graces,  whilfe 
fte  care  of  the  hedd,  arid  bf  the  hfeart,  are 
little,  if  at  all,  attended  to ;  dnd  the  ufefui 
duties  of  domeftic  life^  but  too  ofteil  turned 
into  ridicule,  as  the  obfolete  employmetits 
bf  fuch  filly  women  is  drawled  cut  an  in- 
fipid  exiftence  a  century  or  two  ago^  uhac- 
quainted  with  fafhion  and  with  pleafure; 
Wonleh  fo  educated^  may  be  (ought  after  id 
help  iri  trifling  iway  an  idle  ho&r;  bui 
whatever  piogtth  their  perfonal  charing 
may  make  on  the  paffiohs,  when  tlie  houfi 
6f  trifling  and  of  paflion  are  Over,  they  muft 
i'nfalliably  be  neglefted,  if  not  defpifed*  We 
would  wifh  them  therefore  to  confider^  that 
when  youth  and  beauty  fhall  be  no  more^ 
1^'hen  the  crowd  of  flatterers  and  admirers 
(hall  have  ceafed  to  attend^  fomethiilg  will 
then  be  nece(rary  to  fill  up  the  void,  and 
prevent  the  peevilhiiefs  and  difgiift  which 
the  want  of  fuch  attendance  often  occafions  j 
diat  the  natural  foiitce  of  this  fomething,  is 
friendlhip ;  and  that  friendfhip  cannot  cxiftj 
Unlefs  it  is  built  upon  the  foundation  of  rea- 
fon  and  of  fenfe. 
Vi)U  I.  L  It 
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^  "j^  ^-     If  the  hiftory  of  the  education  of  women^ 
r<^^^^  iij  Europe,  where  they  are  objefls  fo  inte- 
^^^^     refting,  and  fo  much  efteemed  by  the  men, 
women,     has  givcn  but  little  pleafure  in  the  recital, 
it  will  give  ftill  lefs  in  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  where  they  are  commonly  either 
enflaved  or  difregarded :  in  both  which  cafes 
nothing  is  fo  neceffary  as  ignorance ;   nor 
would  any  thing  fo  effeftually  fpoil  them 
for  their  llavery,   as  education  and  know* 
ledge  *;  which,  by  opening  and  expanding 
their  minds,  would  foon  difcover  to  them, 
that  our  fex  affumed  a  power  not  founded 
in  nature ;  and  treated  them  with  a  feverity 
inconfiftent  with  gentlenefs  and  humanity. 
For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the 
men,  that  almoft  no  culture  fhould  be  be- 
llowed on  their  minds,  left  it  ftiould  teach 
them  to  affert  the  rights  of  nature,   and 
refufe  to  fubmit  to  tlie  yoke  of  bondage  fo 
unjuftly  impofed  upon  them. 

In  feveral  of  the  warmer  regions  of  Afia 
and  Africa^  where  women  are  confidered 
merely  as  inftruments  of  animal  pleafure, 

•  In  (bmc  parts  of  India,  women  of  faflilon  think  it  below  ihen^ 
to  Te^rn  to  read.  •»  Rcadiog."  fay  they,  "  is  only  fit  for  flavc  girls' 
**  to  enable  them  to  chauot  hymns  in  the  te^tples*'* 

.i  the 
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the  little  education  bellowed  upon  them,  is  ^"j^**' 
entirely  calculated  to  give  additional  charms  o^y^j 
to  their  perfons,  and  debauch  their  minds. 
They  are  inftrufted  in  fuch  graces,  and  al** 
luring  arts,  as  tend  to  inflame  the  paflions. 
They  are  taught  vocal  and  inftrumental 
mufic,  which  they  accompany  with  dances, 
in  which  every  movement,  and  every  gef-  \ 

ture,  is  expreflively  indecent.  But  they 
receive  no  moral  inftruftion,  for  it  would 
teach  them  that  they  were  doing  wrong.  No 
improvement,  for  it  would  ftiew  them  that 
they  were  degrading  themfelves,  by  being 
only  trained  up  to  fatisfy  the  plealures  of 
fenfe.  This,  however,  is  not  the  praftice 
of  all  parts  of  Alia  and  Africa :  the  women 
of  Hindoftan  are  educated  more  decently. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  learn  mufic  or 
dancing;  which  are  only  reckoned  accom- 
plifhments  fit  for  ladies  of  pleafure.  They 
are,  notwithftanding,  taught  all  the  perfonal 
graces ;  and  particular  care  is  taken  to  in- 
ftru6l  them  in  the  art  of  converfing  with 
elegance  and  vivacity.  Some  of  them  are 
alfo  taught  to  write,  and  the  generality  to 
read,  that  they  may  be  able  to  read  the 
Koran;  inftead  of  which,  they  more  fre- 
auently  dedicate  themfelves  to  tales  and 

]L  2  romances 
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^^w^'  romances;  which,  being  related  ip,  all  the 
uvv)  lively  imagery  of  the  Eaft,  feWom  fail;  to^ 
corrupt  the  minds  of  crea;tu.res  {hut  up  fronji, 
the  world,  and  confequently  f9rmin^  to 
themfelves  extravagant  ajnd  romantic  no- 
tions of  all  that  is  tranf^£led  in  it. 

In  well  regj.ulated  families,  women  are 
^bliged  t;o  learn  by  heart  fomp  prayers  ii^ 
^rabif ,  which  tjtiey  affemble  in  ^  hall  at  cer-^ 
t^ain  howrs.tp  r^peal^  nevei;lfpinga}lowed  the^ 
liberty  pf  goip^  tp  a  public  ipofque.  Tbey^ 
freciy  pinedalvays.  to  \v;aJQa  themfelves  before^ 
pj;ayin5;  ^^'  indjsed,  tlje.  virtues  of  qlean*. 
yn^sfs,  of  (^hafUty,  afi|i  obedience,  are  fo 
^rop^ly  ^nd.conftanjjy  ipculcated  on  their 
rninds,  that,  in  fpite  of  their  general  de-t 
bauchery  gf  mapners,  thei;e  are  not  a  few 
among  th^m,  who,  iij  their  common  de^. 
portment,  do  credit  to  the  ipftruftions  be- 
llowed upon  them;  nor  is  this;  mych  to  bo. 
wondered  at,  when  \fc  confiderthe  teqfipting. 
recompence  tliat  is  held  out  to  them,  They 
are,  in  paradife,  to  flourifh  for  ever,  in  the. 
vigour  of  youth  and  beauty ;  and  however, 
old,  ugly,  pr  deformed^  when  they  depart 
this  life,  are  there  to  be  immediately  tranfr 
formed  into  ^\\  th«tt  is  fair,  and  all  that  is. 
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In  China,  where,  education  is  in  greater  ^^"^• 
efteem  than  in  any  ps^t  pf  thp  wwld;  where,  v/^'x^ 
it  is  almoft  the  only  ro^d  to  preferment,  and 
where,  the  men  are  confequently  at  the 
greateft  pains  to  acquire  it,  we  might  natu* 
rally  expe£l,  that  afi  the  women  poflefs  a 
confiderable  (hare  of  efteem,  and  regard, 
the  culture  of  their  minds  mould  not  be 
neglefled :  but  whether  they  are  even  taught 
to  read  or  write  their  own  language,  which. 
i;s  a  work  of  many  years,  we  are  not  in* 
formed  by  any  of  the  voyages  and  traveb 
ydiich  h^^ve  fallen  int,o  our  hands*  As  thet 
talk  of  learning  to  read  or  to  writ^  ^eChi« 
nefe  language  is  fo  Ipng  and  laborious,  that: 
even  among  the  men  it  feems  chiefly  conn 
fined  to  fuch  as  afpire  after  employments) 
of  flate,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  women, 
are  feldom  or  never  much  inftrufted  in  it. 
We  are  told,  however,  that  fuch  as  are/ 
rich,  learn  mufic,  the  modes  of  behaviour,, 
and  ceremonial  pun6lilios  of  the  country ; 
which  laft  they  cannot  poflibly  be  without ; 
as  a  failure  in,  the  leafl  circumflance,  as  the 
number  of  bows,  or  the  manner  of  making 
them  tp  a  fuperior,  would  infallibly  ftamp. 
the  mark  of  ignorance  on  the  perfon  fo. 
failing.    Women  are  in  general  alfo  taught 
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a  baihfulnefs  and  modefty  of  behaviour,  not 
to  be  met  with  in  any  other  country ;  this, 
however,  is  too  often  but  a  femblance ;  a 
mere  outfide  of  virtue,  which  the  wearer 
ean  occafionally  put  on,  or  fhake  off,  as  flie 
has  occafion  to  appear  virtuous,  or  to  yield 
to  the  temptations  of  vice. 


Afrrcan 
tromen, 
ihcir  cdH' 
Ciition. 
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Such,  with  very  little  variation,  is  the 
education  of  women  over  all  Afia.  When 
we  turn  towards  Africa,  we  find  the  men 
ftill  more  bmtiOi  and  ignorant,  and  the  wo- 
tnen  confequently  more  abufed  and  neglec- 
ted. *  But  however  ignorant  and  brutifh 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  Africa  are,  their 
country  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Roman 
empire,  the  feat  of  the  fciences  of  learning 
and  of  heroifm.  The  African  love  of  learn- 
ing was  then  fo  great,  that  in  Egypt  a  library 
was  collefted;  which,  for  its  number  of 
books,  equalled  almoft  any  of  our  modern 
times;  and,  for  coftlinefs,  much  excelled 
all  that  we  are  now  acquainted  with ;  being 
moft  of  them  wrote  in  letters  of  gold,  by 
diflblving  it  in  fome  liquid,  and  writing  with 
the  folution  as  we  do  with  ink,  a  fecret  much 
efteemed  in  thofe  times,  but  now  entirely 
loft.    When  the  Turks   made  themfelves 

#  mafters 
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mailets  of  Egylrt^  this  famous  library  wa*,  <3«ap. 
by  fuperfiition>  condemned  to  the  flames ;  v./Wii 
avarice,  however^  a  paflion  much  lefs  de- 
ftni6iive^  faved  a  part  of  what  fuperftition  > 
had  devoted  to  ruin«  The  Sultan  had  or- 
dered  all  the  books  to  be  burnt,  but  fuch 
as  treated  of  Mahometifm.  The  minifler 
who  executed  his  orders,  burnt  only  all 
that  were  old  and  in  bad  condition,  faved 
all  the  new  and  elegant,  and  fold  them  pri^ 
vately  among  the  officers  of  the  courts 
Since  this  period^  the  faith  of  Mahomet  has 
fpread  itfelf  over  a  great  part  of  Africa ; 
literature  has  daily  declined,  and,  a.t  prefenty 
there  is  hardly  any.  veftige  of  learning,  of 
arts,  or  of  fciences,  .left  in  that  extenlivc 
region.  Agriculture  is  configned  entirely 
to  the  women,  and  managed  in  the  mod  rude  * 

and  flovenly  manner.     The  few  trades  and 
arts  pra^liied  are  only  the  refult  of  neceflity,. 
and  carried  on  with  a  flownefs  and  want  of 
invention,  which  ftrongly  mark  their  defi-  ' 
ciency  of  genius.  .       • 

Among  a  people  fo  btfbardus^  it  w6uld  > 
be  in  vain  to  exped  any  female  learning; 
all  the  attention  bellowed  on  that  miferable 
fex,  is  only  in  teaching  them  to  bear  the  > 

load 
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c  HA  P.  load  of  op^i^fTicn  laid  6n  their  (houlders  by 
Ky>rsj  their  lazy  artd  imperious  mafters.  This 
flavery  of  the  bodyi  and  total  negleft  of 
^  the  mind^  naturally  excite  oiir  indignatioti; 
but  they  arofe  at  fiifl:  from  ail  idea  of  ftmAlt 
inferiority^  attd  have  been  ever  fined  pre- 
ferved  by  cuftom*  The  Africansi  ahd  eveii 
the  Mahometans  in  Afia  and  in  Euibpe^ 
never  make  companions  of  their  women, 
nor  aifociate  with  them^  but  in  the  moments 
dedicated  to  love  and  dalliance ;  hence  the 
women  have  no  opportunity  of  prsi3ifing 
upon  the  meh  thofe  arts,  by  which,  in  othef 
countries,  they  gain  an  afcendaiticy  over  the 
heart,  and  intereft  every  focial,  and  every 
fentimental  feeling  in  their  favour. 

^  ^^  The  education  of  the  various  tribes  of 
lavages,  who  inhabit  the  vaft  continent  of 
America,  feems  in  general  better  adapted 
to  their  mode  of  life  than  that  of  Europe  5 
the  whole  fcope  of  it  being  well  calculated 
to  make  them  patient  of  every  poflible  evil 
and  fuflfering,  which  may  befal  them  in  the 
courfe  of  a  life  deftined  almoft  to  one  con- 
tinued fcene  of  dangers*  and  fatigues.  Nor 
is  this  plan'  of  education  confined  to  boys 
only ;  it  is  extended  to  girls  alfo^  who  are 

taught 


ytvmok, 


OF     WOMEN.  81 

teught  to  bear  the  rigors  of  the  climate^  the  ^  "j^  ^^ 
fatigues  of  labour,  the  cravings  of  extreme  l/vn^ 
hunger^  the  various  viciflltudes  of  fortune, 
and  even  torture  itfelf^  not  only  with  pa- 
tience,  but  an  amazing  degree  of  refolution. 
The  parents  fometimes  tie  the  naked  arms 
of  a  boy  and  girl  together,  hold  a  lighted 
candle  between  them^  and  attend  to  fee 
which  fljall  fhew  the  greateft  fortitude.  In 
this  firey  trial,  the  girl  frequently  triumphs 
over  her  competitor^  To  an  education  of* 
this  kind,  it  is  owing,  that  while  in  othet 
countries,  the  psdns  of  child-bearing  ge- 
nerally extort  groans  and  cries  even  from 
the  moft  refolute  of  the  fex,  In  America, 
the  fevereft  labour  can  feldom  fliake  their 
conftancy,  or  difcover  their  weaknefs*  But 
to  attain  this  refolution  and  fortitude,  which 
render  them  fuperior  to  every  contingency, 
is  not  the  only  fcope  of  their  education^ 
they  are  alfo  taught  to  improve  their  (Irength 
by  dexterity,  and  to  ward  off  the  evils  and 
difafters  of  life,  as  well  as  to  bear  them  with 
patience  and  refignation* 

In  a  great  part  of  North  America,  it  is 
a  fundamental  rule  in  education,  never  to 
beat  their  children  of  either  fex;   which, 

Vol*  L  M  fay 
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CHAP,  fay  they,  would  only  weaken  and  difpirit 
L/N'Nj  their  minds,  without  producing  any  good 
effeft;  and,  therefore,  whenever  a  mother 
fees  her  daughter  behave  ill,  inftead  of  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  a  rod,  flie  falls  a  crying; 
the  daughter  naturally  enquires  the  caufe ; 
the  mother  anfwers,  becaufe  you  difgrace 
me ;  a  reproach  which  feldom  fails  to  pro- 
duce an  amendment ;  biit,  ftiould  it  happen 
otherwife,  the  mother,  as  a  laft  refource, 
throws  a  little  water  on  her  face ;  a  chafiife- 
ment  with  which  (he  is  commonly  fo  much 
affeftcd,  that  (he  feldom  ventures  to  do  any 
thing  that  may  fubjcft  her  to  a  repetition 
of  it. 

In  Japan,  the  fame  gentlenefs  muft  be 
ufed  in  the  education  of  children ;  the  pu- 
nifhments  inflifted  in  moft  other  nations, 
only  make  the  Japanefe  more  ftubbom  and 
refraftory;  and  foraetimes  there,  as  well 
as  in  America,  provoke  them  to  commit 
fuicide ;  a  crime  to  which  they  are  addifted 
on  the  moft  trifling  affront ;  and  which  the 
Americans  coolly  and  deliberately  perpe- 
trate, when  tired  of  life.  This  ftubbornnefs 
of  temper  is  not  peculiar  to  Japan,  or 
to  America ;  it  leems  either  to  depend  on 

'  favage- 
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iavagenefs  of  manners,  or  perhaps  to  be  ^^,^^* 
peculiar  to  fome  diilin6l  kinds  of  the  hu-  \j^y>j 
man  race ;  as  we  find  it  alfo  in  Greenland, 
and  feveral  other  places ;  even  where  the 
people  have  but  little  refemblance  to  each 
other  in  manners^  cuftoms^  of  difpofition. 

Of  all  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  America, 
the  Peruvians  feem  to  have  been  the  moft 
enlightened ;  it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  this 
was  owing  to  their  firft  Inca  being  an  Euro- 
peat),  accidentally  fliipwrecked  on  their 
coaft.  However  this  be,  it  is  certain,  that 
they  greatly  furpaffed  all  their  countr)^nien 
in  arts,  in  manners,  and  even  in  learning. 
Their  Virgins  of  the  Sun,  in  particular,  were 
brought  up  in  the  temple  dedicated  to  that 
luminary,  with  great  care;  they  were  in- 
ftrufted  by  women,  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  in  every  female  art  and  accomplifh- 
ment  known  among  them ;  as  well  as  in  the 
praftice  of  the  virtues  of  chaftity,  honefty, 
and  benevolence ;  virtues  for  which  the  an- 
cient Peruvians  were  eminently  diftinguifhed. 
In  Mexico,  alfo,  their  young  women  of 
quality  were  educated  by  matrons,  who 
overlooked  their  conduft  with  great  circum-. 
fpeftion ;  and  it  would  feem  alfo,  that  thofe 
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c  HA  P.  of  every  condition  were  carefully  inftrufted 
Kj^y\j  in  what  was  thought  neceflary  for  them;  for 
we  are  informed  by  Don  Antonio  de  Solis, 
that  in  Mexico  all  new  bom  infants  were 
carried  to  the  temple,  where  the  prieft  re^ 
ceived  them,  and  put  into  their  hands  things 
fymbolical  of  their  occupations  in  life.  A 
fword  was  put  into  the  hand  of  a  male  in* 
fant  of  quality;  fome  mechanical  inftru- 
ment  into,  that  of  a  peafant;  and  into  the 
hands  of  all  female  infants,  of  whatever 
condition,  was  put  a  diftaff,  to  lignify,  that 
their  lives  were  to  be  deflined  to  fpinning 
and  other  domeftic  employnieftts.  From 
thefe  inftances  it  appears,  that  in  South 
America,  where  they  enjoy  a  milder  climatte, 
whofe  fpontarieous  produftions  preclude  the 
neceffity  of  procuring  fubfifterice  by  the  pe- 
rilous occupation?  of  fifliing  and  hunting, 
their  education  too,  is  of  a  fofter  nature  than 
in  North  America;  where  tendernefs  would 
efFeftually  difqualify  them  for  bearing  th^ 
fatigues  of  their  employment,  and  the  fever- 
ities  of  their  climate*  But  while  the  North 
Americans  educate  their  young  women  in 
the  hardy  manner  we  have  mentioned,  they 
feem  at  the  fame  time  to  conduft  this  edu- 
cation in  fuch  a  manper,  as  if  they  woul^ 
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wifla  to  throw  into  the  female  compolition,  ^  ^^"  >"• 
fome  of  that  foftnefs  of  manners  and  per-  v^v>^ 
fon,  which  men  in  all  ages  and  nations  have 
at  leaft  had  fome  faint  ideas  of  in  the  other 
fex.  While  their  male  children  are  young, 
they  lay  them  on  the  fkins  of  panthers,  that 
they  may  thereby  acquire  the  ftrength,  cun- 
ning, and  agility  of  that  animal.  Their 
females  they  lay  on  the  (kins  of  fawns,  and 
other  mild  animals,  that,  like  them,  they 
may  become  foft,  gentle,  and  engaging. 


When  we  take  a  retrofpeftive  view  of  R«fl««*- 
thefe  (ketches  of  the  education  of  women,  the  cd«- 
it  affords  matter  of  aftonilhment,  that  a  fex,  ^^^  ^ 
who  are  the  fharers  of  our  nature,  and  def- 
tined  to  be  the  companions  of  our  lives, 
ihould  have  been  conftantly  either  fhame- 
fully  negle&ed,  or  per\'erted  by  what  wa$ 
meant  to  ferve  as  inftruftion.     In  Europe, 
their  education  feems  only  calculated  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  love  of  admiration,  of  trif- 
ling, and  of  amufement.     In  moft  other 
places  of  the  globe,  it  goes  a  flep  farther ; 
it  tends  to  eradicate  every  moral  fentiment, 
and  introduce  vice  dreffed  up  in  the  garb  of 
voluptuous  refinement.     Scarcely  has  there 
pver  appeared  in  any  period,   or  in  any 

nation. 


86  THE     HISTORY 

c^^^^'  nation,  a  legiflator,  who  has  made  it  the 
cnoo  fubjeS  of  his  ferious  attention;  and  the 
men,  who  are  greatly  interefted,  that  women 
fhould  be  fenfible  and  virtuous,  feem,  by 
their  conduft  towards  that  fex,  to  have  en- 
tered into  a  general  confpiracy  to  render 
them  otherwife. 

When  fuch  is  the  hard  fate  of  women, 
ive  cannot  wonder  that  they  have  ever 
been  diftinguifhed  for  a  want  of  literary 
knowledge.  There  has,  however,  in  all 
ages,  been  fome  particulars  among  them, 
who  either  by  being  endowed  with  more 
genius,  or  by  turning  it  into  another  chan- 
nel, have  acquired  no  incompetent  fliare 
of  the  learning  of  the  times  in  which  they 
lived ;  thus,  though  we  have  already  feen 
that  the  Greek  women  were  in  general  ex^ 
tremely  ignorant,  there  were  fome  excep- 
tions to  that  common  charafter.  Arete,  the 
daughter  of  Ariftippus,  taught  philofophy, 
and  the  fciences,  to  her  fon ;  who,  on  thai 
account,  was  called  MetrodidaElos ;  i.  e, 
taught  by  his  mother.  Corrinna,  a  Theban 
poetefs,  no  lefs  than  five  times  bore  away 
the  palm  in  triumph  from  the  celebrated 
Pindar;  and  Afpafia,  a  noble  Milefian  lady, 

inftrufted 
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tiiftru£led  Pericles,  the  famous  AtlieAlan  chap. 
philofophen  We  have  already  mentioned  Kj^y>^ 
fome  of  the  learned  Roman  ladies.  France 
has  had  a  Dacier,  England  a  Carter ,  and 
many  others  too  tedious  to  mention*  In 
Italy,  where  poets,  a  few  centuries  ago,  were 
revered  as  divinities,  feveral  women  arrived 
at  no  mean  degree  of  reputation  in  that  art ; 
and  our  own  times  have  feen  the  ceremony 
of  a  poctefs  being  folemnly  crowned  with 
laurel  at  Rome. 

These  particular  inllances,  however, 
liave  no  influence  on  the  women  in  general* 
A  genius  of  either  fex,  will  infallibly  foar 
above  the  common  level ;  but  the  herd  of 
mankind,  who  feel  not  the  fame  impulfe, 
nor  are  aftuated  by  the  fame  fire,  will  ftill 
jog  on  in  the  ordinary  track.  While  our 
warmeft  wifhes  are,  that  female  education 
were  an  obje6l  more  confidered  by  the  legif- 
lature,  and  better  planned  by  parents  and 
guardians,  we  would  not  have  it  underftood 
as  our  opinion,  that  women  (hould  pore  out 
their  fair  eyes  in  becoming  adepts  in  litera- 
ture. Nature  feems  not  to  have  intended 
them  for  the  more  intenfe  and  fevere  ftudies. 
Befides,  ftiould  they  proceed  fo  far  as  to 

rival. 
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c  ^j  A 1?.  rival,  or  even  to  eqiial  us  in  learning,  we 
^urY>o  fliould  perhaps  grudge  them  the  laurels  of 
fame,  as  much  as  we  do  the  breeches:  and 
the  gaining  of  thefe  laurels  would  rob  their 
brows  of  many  of  thofe  charms,  which  to 
them  are  more  valuable,  as  they  are  by  us 
more  efteemed^We  pretend  not  to  chalk 
out  the  plan  in  wnich  women  Ihouldbe  edu* 
cated  ;  only,  this  we  venture  to  affirm,  that 
it  ftiould^  if  poffible^  be  fuch  as  to  avoid  ig- 
norance on  the  one  hand,  and  pedantry  on 
the  other:  Ignorance  makes  a  fenvale  com- 
panion contemptible,  pedantry  makes  her 
ridiculous ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fay  which  of 
the  two  are  moft  difgufting. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.     m. 

Of  the   EmpUyyments  and  Amnfements  of 

Women. 

IN  every  country,  where  agriculture  and  ^  ^,^  ^' 
civilization  have  provided  for  the  body  o^rs-/ 
and  refined  the  mind,  women  are  confidered^ 
not  fb  much  as  the  partners  of  our  toil  and 
labour,  as  the  fweetners  of  our  pleafures 
and  enjoyments :  while  we  exert  ourfelves 
abroad,  in  cultivating  the  fields,  carrying 
on  trades,  and  working  at  manufadures,  we 
leave  them  at  home  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
our  induftry ;  when  we  return,  wc  lay  thefc 
fruits  at  their  feet,  happy  ourfelves,  if  we 
can  contribute  to  their  happinefs. 

Thus  exempted  from  the  labour  of  pro- 
curing their  fubfiftence,  the  fex  have  a  great 
deal  of  time  upon  their  hands,  which  the 
domeftic  duties  that  fall  to  their  Ihare  are 
not  fufficient  to  fill  up.  Where  the  fpirits 
are  adive,  and  the  imagination  lively,  time 
thus  unoccupied  is  a  blank,  tedioufly  difa- 
greeable.  In  order,  therefore,  to  fill  up  this 
Vol.  L  N  blank. 
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c  HA  P.  blank,  a  variety  of  little  employments,  di^ 
uvx>  verfions,  and  amufcments,  have  been  con-* 
trived;  many  of  them  adapted  to  both  fexes, 
and  fome  of  tjieip  to  the  fair  fex  only. 

In  ftates  of  the  moft  favage  barbarity,  or 
in  thofe  but  a  few  degrees  removed  from  it^ 
women  being  confidered  only  as  the  flaves 
and  drudges  of  the  men ;  and  as  the  inflru- 
ments  of  population,  are  deftined  only  to 
labour  for  their  imperious  tyrants,  or  to 
bring  up  their  children.  Thus  conftantly 
employed,  they  have  but  little  time;  and 
conftantly  deprefl'ed,  they  have  but  little 
inclination  for  amufement.     In  fuch  ftates 

and  conditions  of  human  nature,  we  ftiall 

• 

therefore  meet  with  few  female  diverfions, 
and  thefe  too,  only  fuch  as  feem  to  have 
arifen  from  nature,  or  from  chance,  and  not 
from  any  exertion  of  genius  or  refinement 
in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure, 

In  the  Eaft,  where  women  are  exempted 
from  labour ;  not  becaufe  they  are  efteemed 
and  regarded,  but  becaufe  it  would  render 
them  lefs  delicate  inftruments  of  voluptuous 
pleafure ;  they  are  confined  to  feraglios  and 
harams,  where  neither  their  employment^ 

noj; 
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lior  amnfcments  can  admit  of  much  variety ;  ^  ^^^  p* 
and  where  a  large  portion  of  their  time  is  unrsj 
confumed  in  regret^  or  (lumbered  away  in 
that  foft  indolence  and  relaxation  of  body 
and  mind,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges  reckon  the  higheft  feli« 
city  that  can  be  attained  in  this  world,  and 
the  chief  ingredient  in  the  beatitude  of  that 
which  is  to  come. 

As  the  neceffities  of  nature  muft  be  fatiA  ^'^«^^* 
fied  before  any  other  obje6l  can  engrofs  the  amufc 
attention,   fuch  employments  as  tended  to  ""**'•  , 
procure  food,  mult  have  been  every  where  of  idic- 
prior  to  amufements.    Accordingly  we  ad-  "*^** 
vance  many  centuries  into  the  hiftory  of  the 
the  world,  before  we  have  any  account  of 
them,  and  many  of  the  firli  ages  of  bar- 
barity ;  the  fubfequent  ones  of  labour  and 
limplicity,  generally  pafs  away,  before  in- 
fant ftates  find  time  to  think  of,  or  inclination 
to  purfue  any  diverfion  or  aniufement-    Pri- 
vate and  trifling  diverfions  may  arife  from 
merrinefs  of  heart ;  public  ones  are  only 
founded  on  idlenefs  and  affluence* 

In  the  earlier  ages  of  Antiquity,  it  was 
not  inconfiftent  with  the  higheft  dignity,  to 

N  2  aft 
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^  ^j^.  ^'  aft  in  what  wc  would  reckon  the  meaneft  of 
c^^'vxj  menial  employments.    Gideon  and  Arunath 

•  ^""^a.    ^ff^ftcd  i^  ^c  various  labours  of  hufbandry. 

qaitj      Abraham  went  and  brought  a  calf  from  the 

kBw^-  flock,  ikinned  it,  and  gave  it  to  his  wife, 

Vho  drefled  it:  then  he  himfelf  took  butter 


and  milk,  and  the  calf  which  was  dreffed ; 
fet  them  before  the  angels,  and  ftood  by 
them  under  a  tree ;  a  cuftom  to  this  day 
continued  among  many  of  the  eaftem  na* 
tions,  efpecially  in  the  Levant ;  where  no- 
thing is  more  conmion  than  to  fee  their 
princes  fetch  home  from  their  flocks,  add 
kill,  whatever  they  have  pitched  upon  for 
the  ufeof  their  families^;  while  the  princef* 
fes  their  wives,  or  daughters,  prepare  a 
fire,  and  perform  the  office  of  an  European 
cook-maid. 

< 
Another  part  of  female  employment 
in  the  earlier  ages,  was  grinding  of  com. 
The  ancients  had  not,  and  in  many  coun* 
tries  they  ftill  have  not,  mills  fo  conftrufted 
as  to  go  by  wind  or  water.  Theirs  were 
only  two  fmall  ftones,  the  uppermoft  of 
which  was  turned  by  the  hand,  a  tafk  ge- 
nerally performed  by  two  women.  Such 
were  ufed  in  Egypt  in  the  time  of  Pharaoh ; 

for 
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for  Moks,  in  the  relation  of  the  plagues  ^  f^^  ^- 
which  invefted  that  country  on  account  of 
the  Ifraelites,  (ays^    <'  that  the  firft-bom 
"  throughout  all  the  land  died»  from  the 
^*  firft4>om  of  Pharaoh  who  was  upon  the 
'^throne,  to  the  firft-bom  of  the  maid* 
''  fervant  that  was  behind  the  milL"    They 
were  ufed  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  who 
iays,  ^^  two  women  fhall  be  grinding  at  the 
'^  mill ;  the  one  fiiall  be  taken,  and  the  other 
^^  left."    They  are  ufed  at  this  day,  all  over 
the  Levant,  and  even  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land ;  where  the  women  while  turning  theoiy 
ling  a  particular  fong,  intended  perhaps  to 
divert  them  from  thinking  on  the  feverity  of 
their  labour.    When  the  women  had  grind- 
ed the  com  into  meal,  it  was  likewife  their 
province  to  make  it  into  bread.    Sarah  was 
ordered  by  her  hufband,  when  he  enter- 
tained the  angels,  to  make  cakes  for  them. 
Cakes,  among  many  of  the  ancients,  were 
offered  on  the  altars  of  their  Deities,  parti- 
cularly on  thofe  of  Ceres,  where  they  fmok« 
ed  with  peculiar  propriety. 

Pasturage  was  almoft  the  only  method 
of  fubfiftence  in  the  times  we  are  fpeaking 
of;  and  the  women  of  every  rank  and 

condition^ 


94  THE     HISTORY 

^2l^^'  condition^  as  well  as  the  men,  were  no£ 
exempted  from   attending  on   the  flocks^ 
drawing  water  for  them  to  drink^  and  doing 
all  the  other  offices  which  the  nature  of  fuch 
an  employment  required.  Pafturage  obliged 
the  ancient  Uraehtes,  and  other  iphabitants 
of  the  Eaft,  to  embrace  a  wandering  life,  that 
they  might  procure  frefh  food  for  their  flocks* 
Inftead,   therefore,   of  dwelling  in  houfcs^ 
they  erefted  only  tents,  for  the  convenience 
of  frequent  removak :  the fe  tents  were  made 
of  camel's  hair  and  wool,  the  fpini>ing  and 
weaving  of  which  was  a  part  of  the  occu- 
pation of  their  women ;  and  from  the  time 
that  cloth  was  fubftituted,  inftead  of  the 
fkins  of  animals,  as  a  covering  for  the  body, 
the  whole  operation  of  making  it  devolved 
alfo  on  the  women,  who  weaved  it  in  the 
moll  fimple  manner,   by   condufting   the 
woof  with  their  fingers,  inftead  of  a  fhuttle* 
Their  method  of  fpinning  was  almoft  as  fim- 
ple as  that  of  their  weaving;  they  employed 
CMily  a  difl:aff  and  fpindle,  which  they  dex- 
teroufly  whirled  yound  fo  as  to  twifl:  the 
threads  into  a  proper  firmnefs.     This  is  one 
of  the  clumfy  methods  of  barbarous  ages, 
which  lias  been  longer  retained  among  po- 

liftied  people  than  perhaps  any  other.    We 

have 


mt 
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have  frequently  feen  it  pra6Hred  in  England  ^  ^\^^  '• 
and  Scotland,  and  believe  it  is  ftill  pratlifed  v-rr\j 
in  varipus  other  parts  of  the  world. 

In  countries  where  the  arts  are  but  in 
their  infancy,  every  man  is  generally  his 
own  artificer.  The  men  make  the  various 
inftruments  which  they  employ  in  their 
work,  and  the  women  make  the  cloth  for 
covering  themfelves  and  their  families :  but 
in  the  days  of  Mofes,  the  Ifraelitps  were 
advanced  a  few  degrees  beyond  this  ftate. 
Metallurgy  feems  to  have  made  a  confider- 
able  progrefs.  In  the  time  of  Abraham, 
they  had  inftruments  for  (hearing  their  flleep; 
and  fwords,  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  of 
lleeL  They  had  even  arrived  to  works  of 
tafte  in  gold  and  filver.  They  muft  there- 
fore have  been  at  this  period  more  advan- 
ced in  the  arts,  than  the  Greeks  at  the  time 
of  the  fiege  of  Troy,  whofe  arras  and  (hields 
were  only  made  of  copper ;  or  than  many 
favage  nations  at  this  time,  whofe  arms  are 
only  hardened  wood,  fometimes  pointed 
with  flints,  or  bones  of  animals. 

Such  only  is  the  imperfcft  account  we 
are  enabled  to  give  of  female  employments 

in 
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^  wt/'  ^  *^^  patriarchal  ages.  The  account  of 
t-^nru  their  amufements  and  diverfions,  if  they 
Aimirc.    i^^^  ^j^y   J3  j^jj  j^^j.^  imperfcft.    Almoft 

tiie  wo-   m  every  penod,  and  among  every  people, 


_._**'    however  wild  and   uncultivated,    we  find 
iwt  little  fome  rudiments  of  finging  and  dancing, 
^^'^     Poems,  containing  the  principal  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  hiftory  of  their  country,  and  die 
praiie  of  their  gods  and  heroes  were  in  ufe 
among  the  ancient  Phoenicians,    Chinefe, 
Greeks,   Mexicans,  &c.     It  is   probable, 
therefore,  that  the  ancient  Ifraelitiih  women 
amufed  themfelves  with  tinging  the  f<Higs  of 
their  poets ;  which,  were  chiefly  compofed 
either  in  praife  of  the  Deity,  to  thank  him 
for  fome  remarkable  deliverance,  or  of  their 
heroes,  to  celebrate  their  valorous  atchieve<< 
ments.    And  that  thefe  poems  were  not 
always  compofed,  nor  always  fung,  by  the 
men  only,  appears  evident  from  the  fong  of 
Barak  and  Deborah,  handed  down  to  us  by 
Mofes.    Jubal,  the  brother  of  Tubal  Cain, 
had  long  before  this  time  invented  mufical 
inftrumcnts.    It  is  not  therefore  improbable, 
that  the  Ifraelitiih  women  accompanied  their 
fongs  with  inilrumental  mufic ;   a  cuflom 
we  often  meet  with  in  early  ages,  and  among 
uncultivated  people. 

Besides 
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Besides  the  recital  of  fongs  and  poems,  ^  ^^f  ^* 
we  may  reckon  dwocing  among  the  female 
dtvexfions  of  the  times  we  are  reviewing* 
I^vid  danced  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord; 
and  we  find  old  fiarzilai  bewailing  his  in- 
capacity  for  that  exercife,  in  a  manner  that 
flbewed  how  much  it  was  the  favourite,  and 
pechaps  the  religious,  amufement  of  the  times 
b  whkh  he  livedo  As  women  are  generally 
at  aU-tlpies,  anfl  particularly  while  in  the 
bloQm^f  youth/mweaddifled  to  the  fportive 
amufefi^ents,  than  men ;  it  is  highly  proba- 
bkj  :t^  they  did  not  fit  ina£live  fpedators 
of  a  diyerfi^n  fo  much  in  ufe.  On  fome 
fefl;)val,occafion;,  cfpecially  {heep**{heering^ 
we  have  the  ftrongefl:  reafons  to  believe^ 
that  there  were  promifcuous  meetings,  where 
both  fexes  rejoiced,  made  merry,  and  pro^ 
bably  danced  together.  Dancing  is  perhaps 
not  lefs  ancient  tha^n  fongs,  nor  lefs  pradifed 
by  favage  nations,  over  whom  mufic  has 
commonly  a  power,  to  which  even  the  moft 
delicate  Italian  ear  is  a  ilranger.  It  elevates 
them  to  extacy,  and  often  prompts  them 
to  exert  themfelves  till  they  fall  down 
breathlefs.  Even  the  wretches  who,  in  A- 
merica,  fmart  under  the  rod  of  European 
flavery,    though    fo  difpirit^d,    as  in  ap- 

VoL»  I.  O  pearance 
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^"iu7'  pearancc  to  have  bid  an  eternal  farewell 

v^'vxj  to  happinefs  and  pleafure,  ftart  up  at  the 

power  of  mufic^  and  distnce  as  if  their  bodies 

were  ftrangers  to  pain,  and  their  hearts  to 

forrow* 


thcatri-  jjj  tjjg  times  we  are  confidering,  games  of 
uinmentt  chance  were  not  known ;  and  even  in  the 
•"**      ,  days  of  Solomon,  who  with  an  unheardof 

game*  of         '  ' 

chaoce     degree  of  magnificence  and  libertinifra  had 
k^own.    indulged  himfelf  in  every  vanity,  and  in 
every  pleafure,  neither  games  nor  theatri- 
cal entertainments  feem  to  have  been  intro- 


duced.   If  we  may  credit  the  commentators 
on  the  Talmud,  all  kinds  of  games  and 
fpeftacles  were  not  only  forbid,  but  abhor- 
red by  every  good  Ifraelite,  on  account  of 
the  judgments  which  had  fallen  upon  thofe 
Jews  who  had  ventured  to  be  prefent  at 
them,  when  exhibited  among  the  neighbour- 
ing nations.     The  comment  on  the  book  of 
Ruth  introduces  old  Naomi  difluading  her 
daughter-in-law  from  returning  into  the  land 
of  Ifrael,  hecaufe  women  were  not  there  allowed 
to  go  to  the  theatres  J  as  among  tfie  Gentiles, 
The  Jewilh  comment  on  the  Lamentations 
of  Jeremiah,  introduces  the  church  of  that 
people  expoflulating  with  God,  that  ihe  had 

•  never 
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never  indulged  herfelf  in  entering  into  fuch  ^  ^,n,^' 
prophane  places ;  and  the  Talmud  itfelf  ex«  u-yx> 
prefsly  forbids  the  feed  of  Abraham  from 
entering   into  them^    upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever. 

On  this^  and  fome  other  accounts,  it 
would  feem,  that  the  recreations  of  the  wo- 
men^  in  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of,  were 
but  few  and  fimple.  Perhaps  one  of  the 
moll  common  was,  regaling  themfelves  in 
the  open  air,  under  the  vine,  and  under  the 
fig-tree^  a  cuflom  as  ancient  as  Abraham, 
and  at  this  day  almoft  the  only  amufement 
pra£lifed  in  the  Eaft;  where  the  heat  of  the 
climate  difpofes  more  to  relaxation  in  the 
Ihade,-  than  to  the  fportive  diverfions  ufed 
by  the  aftive  inhabitants  of  colder  regions.  ^ 

We  are  informed  by  Herodotus,  that  in 
Egypt  the  employments  of  the  women,  like 
jnoft  of  the  other  cuftoms  of  that  people, 
were  totally  different  from  what  they  were 
in  other  countries,  that  they  were  occupied 
abroad  in  trade,  merchandife,  and  agricul- 
ture, and  left  all  the  domeftic  employments 
and  cares  to  their  men.  We  are,  however, 
rather  of  opinion,  that  this  was  not  ftriftly 

O  2  the 
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c  HA  P.  the  cafe.  The  mercahtUh  civavans,  whieb 
K/^rK>  travelled  in  places  (ol  rmle  dsiA  unh^Htahle 
'4&  the  neighboorhood  of  Sgypt,  were  pro< 
bably  itot  compofed  of  women.  *  The  fine 
}inen^  for  which  Egypt  was  fo  remarkable, 
was  probably  not  fjpun  by  men,  who  feem 
by  nature  to  have  an  ^borrence  at  the 
diflaE  But  as  the  iiiaimer  ki  wh^h  the 
Egyptians  divided  the  employments  of  Bfc 
between  the  two  fexes,  is  by  the  difagree-* 
raent  of  authors  involved  in  fo  much  doobt 
and  obkurity,  at  a  period  fo  dift«nt,  yit 
cannot  pretend  to  throw  any  light  upoft  the 
fubjeft. 


amure- 
intftits. 


Egypt""  From  fomefntoments  of  ancient  hiftory 
their  it  would  feem,  that  the  public  amufements 
and  diverfions  of  the  Egyptians  were  only 
a  kind  of  religious  feftivals,  which  they  ce-* 
lebrated  with  finging,  dancing,  feafting,  and 
pompous  proceffions ;  in  which  the  women 
afted  a  principal  part,  and  being  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  flowers  and  garlands,  car- 
ried in  their  hands  things  fymbolical  of  the 
feftival  they  were  celebrating.  Befi(fcs  the 
joining  in  thefe  public  proceffions,  women 
of  diftinftion  ufed  to  keep  their  birth-days 

with  feafting  and  rejoicing.     On  the  birth- 
day 
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day  of  a  qucw,  or  a  pnnce&  of  £gypt»  ^^^^* 
tke  wh^  court  was  treated  in  a  magnifr-  unro 
cent  manner^  and  paid  its  compliments  to 
the  lady  on  whole  account  it  was  aflembied* 
GreaC  men  follQwed  the  exaniple  of  their 
jniAce,  called  together  their  friends  and  de-^ 
pendants,  and  fpent  the  birth-days,  of  their 
wives  and  daughtersi  in  mirth  and  feftivity. 
With  regard  to  the  private  amufements  of 
the  £gyptian  women^    hiflory  is  entirely 
filent*    It  is  probable,  however^  that  among 
a  people  fo  highly  cultivated,  they  were  not 
altogether  without  fome  of  thefe  fpordve 
diverlions^  which  tend  to  invigorate  the 
body  by  unboiding  the  mind. 

When  we  turn  from  the  Egyptians  to  the  ^"pW- 

-  .  P  .       .  ,  Binitf   of 

Other  nations  ot  antiquity,  we  only  meet  the  wo- 
mth  a  few  fcattered  hints  concerning  the  ?*1^' 
manner  in  which  women  employed  or  a-  other  na- 
mufed  themfelves.     The  Phoenician  women,  ''"*"'* 
whofe  hufbands  were  famous  for  trade  and 
navigation,  are  faid  to  have  fpent  much  of 
their  time  in  writing  and  keeping  of  thefe 
accounts,   without  which  trade  cannot  be 
properly  managed.     The  Lydians  addi£led 
themfelves  fo  much  to  labour,  that  at  the 
building  of  the  fsmious  fepulchre  of  Alyates, 

they 
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^^lu^'  *^^  performed  more  of  the  work  than  the 
men,  and  the  fepulchre  being  finiftied,  an 
infcription  was  fixed  upon  it,  to  fignify  this 
to  pofterity.  The  Lybian  women,  warlike 
as  their  hufbands,  dedicated  a  great  part  of 
their  time  to  feats  of  military  prowefs.  One 
tribe  of  them  annually  celebrated  a  feftival 
in  honour  of  Minerva,  in  which  the  unmar- 
ried being  divided  into  two  parties,  fought 
with  flicks  and  ftones,  till  one  of  the  parties 
was  defeated*  As  this  battle  was  fought  in 
honour  of  the  goddefs,  they  imagined  that 
all  the  wounds  received  in  it,  were  fo  much 
under  her  peculiar  care,  that  (he  would  fuf- 
fer  none  to  die  of  them,  but  thofe  Who  had 
forfeited  their  title  to  her  favour,  by  the  lofs 
of  their  virginity.  It  is  probable  that  thefe 
wounds  were  feldom  fo  dangerous  as  to  be- 
come mortal,  and  when  they  were,  it  was 
eafy  to  condemn  the  unhappy  fufferer,  who 
could  not  rife  from  the  dead  to  vindicate  her 
injured  reputation.  Thus  though  we  only 
confider  this  inftitution  as  a  piece  of  ftate 
policy,  it  was  excellently  calculated  to 
prefer ve  chaftity.  Not  to  join  in  the  en- 
gagement was  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of 
unchaftity.  To  be  wounded  in  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  bringing  certain  death  upon  her 

who 
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who  irtras  unchafte.    Few  women,  therefore^  ^  "  ^  p.. 
would  rifque  themfelves,  who  were  con-  vyv» 
foious  of  being  guilty ;  few  women  would 
dare  to  be  guilty,  when  it  was  reckoned  fo 
kipofiible  to  avoid  a  difc6very« 

In  what  manner  the  women  of  the  Syri^ 
am,  Babylonians,  Medes,  and  Perfians,  who 
are  aimoft  the  only  nations  which  make  any 
figure  in  the  periods  we  are  reviewing,  were 
employed,  is  nearly  all  conjcAure*     Wc 
may,  however,  venture  to  affirm,  that  a^ 
mong  the  opulent  they  were    not  put  to 
any  fervile  or  laborious  taiks;  as  fuch  would 
have  been  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the 
delicacy  in  which  they  were  brought  up, 
and  the  extraordinary  finery  with  which  they 
were  decorated.    As  the  Babylonians  were 
famous  for  their  manufa£lures  of  rich  em^ 
broidery,  fumptuous  veftments,  fine  linen, 
magnificent  carpets  and  hangings ;  and  as 
weaving,  embroidery,  and  other  works  of 
the  like  nature,  were  a  principal  part  of  the 
occupation  of  the  women  of  antiquity,  we 
may  reafonably  conjeflure,  that  the  Babylo- 
nifh  women  were  employed  in  this  man- 
ner,   as  well  as   in  preparing  that  finery 
with  which  they  ornamented  their  perfons. 

We 
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G  AH  P.  ^e  have  reafon  sA^o  to  fuppofe^  that  in  na« 

III*  ^  *  * 

u/v\^  tioBS  fo  rich  and  luxurious  as  tfaofe  we  have 
mentioned,  where  the  fex  were-  brought  up 
in  the  lap  of  eafe  and  iitdulgence^   they 
would  have  feveral  public  as  well  as  private 
amufements;  but  what  thefe  were,  or  how 
they  were  conducted  hiflDry  has  tiot  informed 
us.  We  are  jbolid,  that  thelBabyloxuanf  had  a 
greatvariet^iofiimfiGalinlbumeixts;  and  as 
muficis  a  leopeation  welladaqpted  to.the  fen* 
timental  fecHhgs  of  :thefenate  heart,  it  is 
probable/ their  women  rdtd  not  negiefiit^ 
The  Medefi  and  Perfians  were  alio  famous,  for 
miific  and  dancing*    Mafic,  aniong  them, 
was  called  in  to  heighten  the  pleafure  of  the 
fieilive  booni;  at  which. the  guefls  fung  and 
played  upon   inftruments,    the    monarchs 
themfelvesfometimes.takinga  part  in  this^ 
as  welLas  in  every  other  thing  which  promo « 
ted  mirth,  and  jollity.     We  are  inclined  to 
believe,  it  wias  the  Medes  and  Perfians  who 
firil  introduced  the  cuftosm  of  bringing  in 
finging  and  dancing  woraen,   in  order  to 
divert  a  company. 

Of  fubfc-      AmoNG  the  nations  which  have  been  hi- 

^7^$.    tberto  mentioned,  we  could  do  little  more 

than  obferve  in  general,*  that  fuch  was  the 

employ- 
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etaj^yraent^  and  fuch  the  amufement  of  ^  f^f^  p- 
the  fair  fex.    Defcending  to  periods  lefs 
reteote,   we  meet  wkh  defcripdons  more 
particular.    In  the  Lefler  Afia^  where  it 
Wobld  feem  that  women  were  far  from  being 
fo  much  defpifed  and  negleded^  as  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  world,  even  thofe  of  the 
firft  quality  were  not  aihamed  to  perform 
the  dffice  of  a  wafherwoman.    We  ifaall  af- 
terwards have  occafion  to  take  notice  of  the 
famfe  cuftom  in  Greece.    The  Grecian  wives 
and  datighters,  of  whatever  quality,  were 
iiet,  in  the  heroic  ages,  brought  up  in  idle<^ 
nefs.    Penelope^  queen  of  the  (ambus  Ulyf* 
fes,  is  fo  frequently  introduced  by  Homer 
at  her  loom^  that  almoft  every  one  has  heard 
the  ftory  of  Penelope*s  web ;  a  ftory  which 
has  been  frequently  applied  to  the  flow 
and  thriftlefs  operations  of  the  women  of 
our  modem  times.    The  famous  Helen, 
while  confined  by  the  befiegers  of  Troy/ 
employed  herfelf  in  an  extraordinary  piece 
of  embroidery,  which  reprefented  moll  of 
the  battles  foUght  between  the  Greeks  and 
Trojans.  And  Andromache,  when  Ihe  heard 
of  the  death  of  Heft  or,  embroidered  and 
adorned  with  flowers,  a  reprefentation  of 
that  tragical  fcene*    But  fuch  foft  employ- 
VoL.  I.  P  ments, 
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c HA '•  ments,  fuch  works  of  tafte,  were  not  the 

111-  ' 

u^yyj  fole  occupation  of  the  women  in  the  times 
we  are  delineating.  .  The  fame  Andromache, 
who  with  her  needle  painted  the  fall  of  the 
hero  of  her  country,  was  not  afhamed  to 
feed,  and  take  care  of  his  horfes. 

Besides  the  arts  of  weaving  and  em- 
broidfery,  the  Grecian  fair  ones  employed 
themfelves  in  fpinning,  which  they  perform- 
ed {landing,  and  in  every  other  branch  of 
the  manufadure  of  cloth ;  a  cuftom  which 
was  not  obliterated  even  when  their  country 
flouriflied  in  its  moft  diftinguifhed  fplen- 
dour:  for  Alexander  the  Great,  and  many 
others  of  their  heroes  and  ftatefmen,  wore 
garments,  fpun  and  woven  by  their  wives 
and  fifters.  The  Greek  women  had  parti- 
cular rooms  allotted  to  their  work,  near  the 
apartments  where  they  lodged.  When  they 
were  refpefted  by  their  hufbands,  and  not 
given  to  intrigue,  the  providing  and  ma- 
naging of  all  neceffaries  within  doors  were 
alfo  committed  to  them,  and  conftituted 
another  part  of  their  domeftic  occupation. 

As  the  Greek  ladies  were  almoft  con- 
ftantly  employed,  and,  as  employment  often 

banifhes 
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baniflies  all  thoughts  of  pleafurc  and  difli-  ^  ^j^  ^* 
pation,  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  unrvj 
had  few,  if  any,  private  diverfions  or  amufe-  ^^  *^« 
ments  ;  which  are  generally  the  offspring  of 
idlenefs ;  a  truth  which  plainly  appears  from 
the  difference,  in  this  refpeft,  between  their 
women  and  their  men ;  the  former,  as  we 
have  obferved,  being  conllantly  employed, 
had  no  need  of  amufements ;  the  latter  be- 
ing frequently,  and,  in  Sparta,  even  by  law 
obliged  to  be  conftantly  idle,  were  thereby 
iAdueed  to  have  recourfe  to  games  and  fports 
of  various  kinds  to  fill  up  their  vacant  hours, 
and  prevent  that  uncomfortable  tedium 
which  fo  generally  attends  inaftivity.  To 
feme  of  thefe  public  fports  the  women  were 
admitted,  and  from  others  excluded  by  the 
fevereft  penalties.  Their  legiflator  poffibly 
imagined,  that  fliould  they  be  indifcrimi- 
nately  admitted  to  all  the  amufements  of 
the  men,  they  would  acquire  an  unfuitable 
boldnefs,  and  contrading  a  fondnefs  for 
pleafure  and  diffipation,  negleft  the  feveral  . 
duties  and  offices  required  of  them  at  home. 
The  Spartan  women  were  in  this  refpeft 
much  more  indulged,  we  have  already 
fecn,  that  they  amufed  themfelves  with  the 
mafculine  exercifes  of  wreftling,  throwing 

P  2  darts. 
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^  ^^^  *"•  darts,  &Q.  But  this  i^  not  all :  they  wtw 
i>r)rK)  obliged  to  appear  naked  at  fome  of  their 
ibiemn  feafts  and  facrifices,  and  to  dance 
and  iing,  vhilc  the  youiig  men  ftood  in  a 
circle  around  them;  an  amufement  hi^ily 
indelicate^  or,  if  a  religious  ceremony,  only 
worthy  of  the  Cyprian  goddefi. 

In  the  heroic  ages,  while  the  Greeks, 
found  abundance  of  employment  in  procu^ 
ring  fubfifience^  in  plundering  their  neigh- 
bours, or  avenging  their  own  private  quarielsi 
they  had  but  few  gods,  and,  hardly,  perhaps, 
any  feftivals  befidcs  that  of  the  vintage,  at 
which  they  ufed  to  make  merry  together 
with  the  fruits  they  had  gathered.  Whea 
their  manners  acquired  a  greater  refinement^ 
when  they  became  idle,  by  devolving  all 
their  labour  upon  flaves,  and  their  gods  had 
increafed  almoft  to  the  number  of  their  men, 
the  feftivals  celebrated  in  honour  of  them 
became  alfo  nearly  innumerable,  and  were 
inany  of  them  accompanied  with  dancings, 
revellings,  pompous  proceflions,  and  other 
oftentatious  ceremonies :  into  almoft  all  of 
them  the  women  were  not  only  admitted, 
but  in  feveral  of  them  a£led  a  principal  part, 
as  fingers,  dancers,  prieftefFes^  &c.  When, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  the  inftitutions  of  a  religion  are  ^  ^^^  '• 
in  this  manner^  more  calculated  to  attra6i 
the  eye,  than  to  amend  the  heart ;  when, 
inftead  of  focial  and  moral  duties,  they  pre- 
fcribe  gaudy  proceflions,  and  oftentatious 
ceremonies ;  thefe  in  a  great  meafure  fupply, 
and  are  a6iually  turned  into  public  diver* 
fions  and  amufements*  This  feems  to  have 
been  remarkably  the  cafe  in  Greece ;  where, 
though  every  one  of  their  numerous  feftivals 
was  inftituted  in  honour  of  fome  god,  or  in 
commemoration  of  fomething  which  they 
fancied  was  conneded  with  religion,  they 
often  loft  fight  of  the  original  inftitution 
amid  the  glare  of  oftentatious  ceremony 
with  which  it  was  celebrated. 

But  though  many  of  the  Greek  feftivals 
at  which  the  women  aflifted,  were  either  fo 
obfcene  or  ridiculous,  as  not  to  deferve 
our  attention ;  there  was  one  mentioned  by 
Athenasus,  which  we  cannot  pafs  over  in  fi- 
lence ;  it  feems  to  have  been  inftituted  to 
give  the  fair  fex  an  opportunity  of  avenging 
themfelves  upon  all  thofe  who  had  negle£led 
them.  At  the  celebration  of  it,  they  were 
impowered  to   lay   hold  on   all   the   old 

bachelors 
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c*[AP.  bachelors  they  could  find,  to  drag  them 

t/v>j  round  an  altar,  and  beat  them  all  the  time 

they  were  doing  fo,  with  their  fifts^ 

Wherever  women  are  advanced  a  few 
degrees  above  the  moft  abjeft  flavery,   they 
naturally  endeavour  to  attraft  the  attention 
of  our  fex,  by  giving  their  perfonal  charms 
all  the  additional  advantages  of  ornament 
and  drcfs.     In  ftates  polilhed  to  excefs,  fo 
felicitous  are  they  to  pleafe,  and  fo  anxious 
to  be  taken  notice  of,  that  their  whole  at- 
tention feems  engroffed  about  perfonal  de- 
corations.    Thefe  ideas  are  however  only 
the  children  of  idlenefs  and  affluence,   and 
arc  feldom  or  never  to  be  met  with  in  ftates 
and  kingdoms  during  their  infancy.     In  the 
infancy  of  Rome,    Tanaquil,  the  queen  of 
Tarquin,  had  public  honours  conferred  upon 
her,  not  for  her  elogance  in  dreffing,  but 
for  the  ufe  (he  had  made  of  her  diftaff ; 
and  Lucretia,  whofe  tragical  ftory  is  fo  well 
known  in  the  Roman  hiftory,    when  her 
hufband  and  fome  friends  with  him,  unex- 
peftedly  arrived  from  the  army  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night,  was  found  with  her  maids 
fpinning  and  working  in  wooL    The  general 

pra6lice 
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pradice  of  this  period,  as  well  among  the  ^  ^  ^  p. 
Romans  as  the  Greeks  and  other  nations^  ^^^vu 
was,  that  the  women  manufadured  all  the 
cloaths  ufed  by  their  hufbands  and  families ; 
not  thinking  the  ufeful  and  neceflary  arts  of 
life,  fo  incompatible  with  elegance  and 
grandeur  as  they  began  to  do  afterwards, 
and  as  they  unfortunately  do  ftill  in  our  mo-* 
dem  times.  In  fubfequent  periods,  when 
luxury,  with  its  numerous  train  of  attend- 
ing evils,  had  crept  into  Rome,  the  women 
became  by  degrees  lefs  ufeful,  and  ceafed  to 
be  employed  in  proportion  as  they  were 
diverted  and  amufed. 

History,  fo  far  as  we  know,  has  not 
acquainted  us,  whether  the  Roman  ladies 
bad  any  private  diverfions :  their  public  ones 
were  fuch  as  were  common  to  both  fexes ; 
as  bathing,  theatrical  reprefentations,  horfe- 
races,  fliows  of  wild  beafts  which  fought 
againll  one  another ;  and  fometimes  againd 
men,  whom  the  emperors  in  the  plenitude 
of  their  defpotic  power  ordered  to  engage 
them.  Naval  battles,  and  gladiators  hack- 
ing one  another  to  pieces.  The  Romans, 
of  both  fexes,  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  at 
the  baths;    which  at  firft,  perhaps,  were 

inter- 
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^^.,^^'  intervroven  with  their  religion,  at  laft,  were 
uwf  only  confidered  as  refineineitts  in  luxury; 
they  were  places  of  public  refort,  where 
nil  the  news  of  the  times  Vrere  to  be  hcard^ 
where  people  met  with  their  acquaintances 
and  friends,  where  public  libraries  were  kept 
for  fuch  as  chofe  to  read,  and  where  poets 
recited  their  wotks  to  fuch  as  had  patience 
to  hear.    In  tht  earlier  periods  of  Rome^ 
feparate  baths  were  ajprpropriated  to  each 
fex;   but  luxury  beginning  by  degrees  to 
thruft  out  decency,  the  men  and  yfomcn  at 
lail bathed  promifcuoofly  together;  the  men^ 
however,  being  dreffed  and  undreifed  by 
the  men ;   and  the  women,  following  the 
Example,  by  thofe  of  their  own  fex  alfo* 
The  emperor  Adrian  prohibited  this  inde- 
cent manner  of  bathing,  and  re-eftabli{hed 
the  feperate  baths*    Inclination,  by  degrees, 
overcame  the  prohibition,  Marcus  Aurelius 
renewed  it.     Heliogabalus,  the  patron  of 
gluttony  and  indecorum,  formally  aboliihed 
it ;   and  it  was  again  renewed  under  Alex- 
ander Severeus.     But  debauchery  was  by 
this  time  become  too  powerful  to  be  re- 
drained  by  law ;  and  in  fpite  of  every  effort, 
promifcuous    bathing    continued    till   the 
time  of  Conftantine ;  who  by  the  coercive 

force 
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force  of  the  legiflative  authority,  and  the  ^  "„^/' 
rewards  and  terrors  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
at  laft  finally  banilhed  it.  There  were  like- 
wife  at  Rome,  public  walks,  planted  on  each 
Gde  with  rows  of  ttees,  as  in  modem  times ; 
to  which  both  fexes  reforted  in  the  evenings^ 
for  exercife  and  amufement.  The  emperord 
fometimes  alfo  gave  lotteries ;  in  which  the 
Vomeii  had  tickets,  that  entitled  them  to 
prize$«  In  (hort,  fo  much  did  the  Roman 
women  recede  from  the  cuflom  of  antiquity^ 
m  mixing  themfelves  with  the  men,  that  at 
lall  thexe  was  hardly  an  amufement,  a  bull  • 
tefs,  or  debauchery^  in  which  they  werd 
Hot  enga^d^  either  as  parties  or  ipeflators^ 
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CHAP.     IV. 

The  fame  SicbjeSi  continued. 

^  "v^  ^'  nr^HE  various  individuals  which  compdfc 
v^^w)  -■-  tlie  human  genus,  though  in  many 
refpefts  exaftly  limilar  in  all  ages  and  coun* 
tries,  in  others  are  fo  diffimilar,  that  they 
can  hardly  be  confidered  as  ftamped  with 
the  fame  charafter,  or  endowed  with  the 
fame  feelings.  Their  fimilarity  is  in  all  times 
dnd  places  the  cfFeft  of  nature;  their  diflimi- 
larity  the  effeft  of  art,  and  of  the  habits  and 
cuftoms  which  have  arifen  from  it;  thefe 
every  where  govern  and  direft  more  than 
one  half  of  their  thoughts  and  a6lions,  lay 
them  under  obligations  ftronger  than  the 
laws  of  their  country ;  and  in  many  cafes  ob- 
literate even  what  nature  had  planted.  Such 
was  the  cafe  with  the  Roman  women  at  the 
public  baths;  fuch  is  die  cafe  at  prefent  in 
Ruffia,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  world ; 
where  female  modefty  not  only  gives  place 
to  cuftom,  but,  by  cuflom,  is  in  time  en- 
tirely eradicated* 

When 
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When  we  turn  from  the  Romans  to-  ^^,^^* 
wards    thefe  people,  who  afterwards  fub-  ^^/vn^ 
dued  their  empire,    we  fee  them,  though 
by  the  Romans  denominated  barbarians,  in 
many  circumftances,  lefs  deferving  of  that 
contemptible  epithet  than  thefe  infolent  de- 
populators  of  the  world  themfelves.     We 
fee  their  women  placing  no  fmall  fhare  of 
female  excellence  in  the  exercife  of  the  do- 
meftic,  and  ftill  more  in  that  of  the  conjugal 
virtues.  We  difcover  that  their  mothers  had 
early  inftilled  into  their  minds  that  modefty, 
which   more  than  any  ornament  adorned; 
and  that  fnigality  and  induftry,  which  main* 
tained    and  fupported  them,  though  little 
affifted    by  their  men,  and  ftill  lefs  by  the 
fruitful nefs  of  their  country •     Their  em- 
ployment was  not  only  to  take  care  of,  and 
manage  all  the  domeftic  concerns  of  the 
family,  but  alfo  to  provide  whatever  could 
be  obtained  by  peaceful  induftry ;   for  their 
hufbands  unwilling  to  concern  themfelves 
in  any  thing  but  war  and  hunting,  left  every 
thing  elfe  to  the  conduft  and  direftion  of 
their  wives. 

The  Celtes,  Gauls,  Germans,  and  per- 
haps every  other  northern  people,  deemed 

Q  2  agriculture 
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c*^j^^-  agriculture  an  ignoble  profeflion;  only  fit 
i6<v\j  for  flaves  and  women ;  even  the  Vifigoths^ 
on  the  coaft^  of  S|>ain,  devolved  the  care  of 
their  flocks^  and  the  culture  of  their  fields 
on  their  women ;  but  they  encouraged  them 
to  fupport  the  fatigue  of  thefe  employments, 
by  eftablifliing  annual  aflemblies,  in  which 
thofe  who  moft  diftinguifhed   themfelves, 
received  the  thanks  of  the  public,     The 
ihen,  in  all  thefe  nations,  counted  it  only 
glorious  to  live  by  the  fword  and  the  bow, 
and  Gonfequently,  when  not  engaged  in  war, 
or  in  the  chafe,  funk  into  flothful  indolence ; 
and  could  only  be  faid  to  live,  becaufe  they 
ate,  drunk,  and  moved.     Every  neceflary 
work  being  thus  left  to  the  women,  they 
were  perhaps  fo  fully  employed  as  to  have 
iio  tirne  for  any  thing  elfe;  if  they  had  any 
diverfions  or  amufements,  we  have  no  ac- 
count of  them,  as  they  had  no  hiftorians, 
and  as  thofe  of  other  nations  were  but  im- 
perfeftly  acquainted  with  their  manners, 

Eaftem  ^£  fhall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  re- 
IZZ  late,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  female 
pjoy^d.     f^^  yj  ^gj^^  Africa,  and  'America,  are  in  a 

ftate  of  the  moft  abjeft  flavery,  and  em- 
ployed only  in  the  execution  pf  every  fiavifii 

and 
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(uid  laborious  tafk.    We  fhall  not  therefore  ^ "a p. 
now  take  up  the  difmal  tale,  but  content  u^v>o 
ourfelvcs  with  mentioning  a  few  particulars 
only,  and  thefe  chiefly  fuch  as  relate  to  wo^* 
men,  who  arc  the  leaft  expofed  to  feel  the  ' 
oppreflive  effefts  of  defpotifm.   The  Hindoo 
women,  the  Mahometans  of  Bengal,  Nau- 
gamcut,   Lahor,  and  feveral  other  places 
of  the  Eaft,  are,  in  general,  not  fo  much 
opprefTed  by  flavery,   as  in  many  parts  of 
Africa  and  America;  becaufe,  inAfia,^they 
are  confidered  only  as  an  article  of  delicacy 
and  pleafure ;  in  Africa  and  America,  only 
as  the  (laves  of  their  lords,  and  the  inflru- 
ments  of  population.     To  the  women  of 
Hindoftan,  we  owe  a  great  part  of  thefe 
works  of  tafte  fo  elegantly  executed  on  the 
manufaflures  of  the  Eaft;  the  beautiful  co- 
lourings and  exquifite  defignings  of  their 
printed  cottons;  all  the  embroidery,   and  a 
part  of  that  filligree  work,  which  fo  much 
exceeds  ariy  thing  in  Europe.     The  defi- 
ciency of  tafte  therefore,  with  which  we  fo 
commonly  charge  them,  does  not  feem  to 
be  fo  much  a  defeft  of  nature  as  of  educa- 
tion.     Brought  up  in  luxurious  indolence, 
excluded  from  all  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life, 
?nd  like  children  provided  with  all  thofe 

things. 
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the  powers  of  the  mind  and  body,  they  fel- 
dom  have  any  motive  to  exert  themfelves ; 
but  when  fuch  a  motive  exifts,  they  have 
often  exhibited  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
of  their  ability. 

Such  are  the  female  employments  of  the 
Eaft;  they  are  nearly  the  fame  among  the 
Turks  now  fettled  in  Europe.  Every  Turk- 
iftiferaglio  and  haram,  has  a  garden  adjoining 
to  it,  and  in  the  middle  of  this  garden  a 
large  room,  more  or  lefs  decorated,  accord- 
ing to  the  weakh'of  the  proprietor;  here  the 
ladies  fpend  moft  of  their  time  with  their 
attendant  nymphs  around  them,  employed 
at  their  mufic,  embroidery,  or  loom ;  nor 
fhould  we  wonder,  if  in  thefe  retreats  they 
find  more  real  pleafure  and  enjoyment,  than 
in  the  unbounded  freedom  of  Europe,  where 
love,  intereft,  and  ambition,  fo  often  deftroy 
their  peace;  and  where  fcandal,  with  her 
envenomed  fhafts,  too  often  ftrikes  equally 
at  guilt  and  innocence,     . 


tnxnriotts      So  little  do  the  writers  of  voyages  and 

aemi.      travels  know  what  paffes  in  the  penetralia 

of  the  harams  of  the  Eaft,  and  fo  private 
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are  thefe  receffes  kept,  even  from  the  eye  ^^^^^' 
of  fpeculative  intrufion,  that  our  knowledge  o^w* 
of  them  is  exceedingly  imperfeft :  this  only 
in  general  feems  certain,  that  it  has  long 
been  a  cuftom  among  the  grandees  of  Afia^ 
to  entertain  ftory -tellers  of  both  fexes,  who 
like  the  Scalds  and  Bards  of  ancient  Eu- 
rope, divert  them  with  tales,  and  little  hif- 
tories,  moftly  on  the  fubjeft  of  bravery  and 
love.     Thefe  often  amufe  the  women  and 
beguile  the  chearlefs  hours  of  the  haram,  by 
calling  up  images*  to  their  minds,  which  their 
eyes  are  for  ever  debarred  from  feeing.   All 
their  other  amufements  as  well  as  this,  are 
indolently  voluptuous,  a  great  part  of  their 
time  being  fpent  lolling  on  filken  fophas, 
while  a  train  of  female  flaves,  fcarcely  lefs 
voluptuous,  attend  to  fing  to  them,  to  fan 
them,   and  to  rub  their  bodies ;  an  exercife 
which  the  eaftems  enjoy  with  a  fort  of  placid 
extacy,  as  it  promotes  the  circulation  of 
their  languid  blood.     They  likewife  dedi- 
cate many  of  their  hours  to  bathing  in  rofe- 
water,  and  other  baths,  prepared  with  the 
precious  odours  of  the  Eaft,  to  perfuming 
thcmfelyes  with  coftly  effences,    adorning 
their  perfons,    folidtous  by  every  method 
to  attraft  the    attention,    and  obtain   the 

greateft 
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c  HA  P.  greateft  fhare  of  the  aflGjftion  of  their  Tyrant 
ww;  Lord.  Public  amufements  they  have  none^ 
as  thefe  would  neceffarily  expofe  them  to  be 
feen ;  a  circumllance,  which^  through  cuA 
torn,  the  women  themfelves  feem  little  lefs 
afraid  of  than  the  jealous  tyrants  who  con- 
fine them« 

In  the  empire  of  the  Moguls  the  women 
are  often  called  into  the  apartments  of  the 
men  after  fupper,  where  they  fpend  the  re- 
mainder of  the  evening  irf  converfation,  in 
regaling  themfelves  with  betel*,  and  with 
lading  the  liquors  of  the  country ;  but  in 
thefe  cafes  they  are  ccmftantly  veiled ;  and  to 
attempt  to  unveil,  or  even  to  touch  one  of 
them,  would  be  confidered  as  the  greateft 
rudenefs ;  and  perhaps  punifhed  with  imedi- 
ate  ftabbing.  At  court  they  are  frequently 
admitted  into  a  gallery,  with  a  curtain  before 
them,  through  which^  without  being  feen, 
they  can  fee  and  hear  whatever  palfes.  It 
-has  fometimes  happened  that  the  throne 
has  been  occupied  by  a  woman,  who  never 


•  Brtcl  is  a  ro^,  wliich  the  Eafterns  make  jxCe  of  as  cbe  EuTDpeaPt 
do  tobacco;  it  i$  chewed  by  all  rajilcs,  aud  b/  men,  i-romcn,  and 
ohilfLrcQ. 
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iippearing  in  open  court,  iflued  her  imperial  ^  ^^  ^' 
mandates  from  behind  this  curtain;  like  an  <yy\J 
invifible  being  producing  the  greateft  efFefts, 
while  the  caufe  of  them  was  wrapt  in  dark^ 
nefs  and  obfcurity« 

In  mod  places  of  the  Levant,  and  at  ^»n"Dgi 

,  •  .    3111  AinuA!* 

Conftantinople,  where  the  inhabitants  ftill  mem  in 
retain  the  manners  of  the  Afiatics,  fond  of  °^*°y 

piacci* 

indolent  amufements,  they  chufe  out  in  the 
evening  a  green  fpot,  in  fome  thick  {hade^ 
in  which  they  fpread  a  carpet;  and  fitting 
down  crofs*legged  together,  men  and  wo* 
men  upon  it,  divert  themfelves  with  drink* 
ing  coffee  and  (herbet,  while  their  female 
flaves  attend  round  them  to  play,  fing,  or 
dance,  as  they  (hall  dire6l;  the  miftrefs  or 
lady,  of  the  firft  quality  in  the  party,  often 
leading  the  dance^  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Diana  is  faid  to  have  done  with  her  Nymphs 
on  the  banks  of  the  Eurotas.    But  though 
women  of  rank,  at  Conftantinople^  may 
lead  off  a  dance^  fuch  does  not  fedm  to  be 
the  general  praftice  of  the  Afiatics,  from 
whom  they  are  defcended.    It  is  true,  the 
Mogul  emperors,  and  fome  of  the  Arabian 
chiefs,  often  make  their  wives  and  concu- 
bines dance  before  them;  but  this  is  not  a 
VoL»  L  R  volun- 
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^  "iv  ^'  perfumed,  foon  after  begin  to  be  in  the  fame 
iyy\j  ftate.  Their  dances  are  in  general  expref- 
five  of  the  paffion  of  love;  and  fo  exquifite 
is  their  beauty,  fo  voluptuous  their  figure, 
fo  rich  and  ingenioufly  contrived  their  drefs, 
that  they  feldom  perform  without  drawing 
together  a  numerous  crowd  of  fpeftators. 

Strolling  female  dancers,  who  live  by 
that  profeffion,  are  not,  however,  pecuhar 
to  the  Eafl:  Indies ;  they  have  of  late  been 
met  with  in  Otaheite,  and  feveral  of  the  ad- , 
jacent  iflands ;  but  bcfides  their  fl:rolUhg 
dancers  in  Otaheite,  they  have  a  dance  cal- 
led Timoradee,  which  the  young  girls  per- 
form, whenever  eight  or  ten  of  them  can 
be  got  together.  In  polite  Countries  it  would 
be  reckoned  highly  indecent,  in  thefe  iflands 
decency  fecms  not  yet  to  have  received  a 
name.  But  though  this  diverficn  is  allowed 
to  the  virgin,  it  is  prohibited  to  the  wife; 
who,  from  the  moment  of  marriage,  muft 
abftain  from  it  for  ever. 

That  fuch  women  as  have  rather  been 
the  outcafts  of  fortune,  and  are  confequently 
obliged  to  exert  themfclves,  in  order  to  gam 
a  fubfiftence,  ftiould  make  dancing  a  pro- 

fcfliop', 


OF     WOMEN. 


*25 


feflion,  and  exhibit  their  performances  for  ^"^^^* 
money,  has  nothing  in  it  extraordinary;  but  ltyxj 
that  both  men  and  women,  who  reckon 
themfelves  fo  far  above  want,  as  to  be  a- 
(hamed  to  perform  for  hire,  fhould  become 
ftrolling  dancers  from  choice,  in  fome  degree 
excites  our  aftonifliment,  as  being  perfeftly 
inconfiftent  with  the  ideas  which  we  enter- 
tain in  Europe.  Such,  however,  in  the 
ifland  of  Ulietea,  were  met  with  by  Mn 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander;  they  were  the 
grandees  of  the  ifland,  and  travelled  from 
one  part  of  it  to  another,  gratuitoufly  en- 
tertaining  all  who  chofe  to  be  fpeftators, 
with  their  flcill  and  dexterity  in  the  art  they 
profefled. 


From  the  earlieft  ages,  dancing  appears  THoughu 
to  have  been  either  a  religious  or  an  imita-  dancing. 
I  tive  exercife ;  David  danced  before  the  ark 
of  the  Lord,  the  Philiflines  danced  before 
Dagon,  many  of  the  contemporary  nations 
frequently  danced  at  their  folemn  meetings, 
in  their  groves,  and  on  their  high  places ; 
the  Greeks  danced  at  fome  of  the  feftivals 
celebrated  in  honour  of  their  gods;  the 
Romans  had  a  particular  kind  of  dancing 
priefls  called  Salii,  who  were  dedicated  to 

the 
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c «  A  P.  the  fervice  of  Marai^  and  performed  in  the 
L/-VXJ  ilreets  on  the  feftivals  facred  to  that  Deity; 
and  the  travellers  of  our  own  times  give  us 
numberlefs  accounts  of  the  dancings  of  the 
favages  before  their  idols.  So  different, 
however,  are  the  ideas  we  have  formed  of 
religion,  that  we  are  apt  to  confider  dancing 
as  altogether  inconfiftent  with  its  folemnity ; 
but,  perhaps,  thofe  who  thought  otherwife, 
introduced  it  as  a  fign  of  gratitude  and 
thankfulnefs,  for  health,  vigour,  and  agility ; 
and,  to  (how  the  gods,  that  they  were  chear- 
ful  and  Happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
.  bleflings  they  bellowed,  and  under  the  ad- 
minillration  of  their  government.  Proceed* 
ing  from  fuch  fentiments  in  the  worfliippers, 
it  could  not  be  to  the  gods  an'  unacceptable 
fervice.  Dancing  has  likewife  been  much 
ufed  in  an  imitative  or  fymbolical  manner. 
The  Indians  dance  their  war-dance,  to  fhew 
the  ftrength,  the  agility,  and  ferocity  they 
can  exert  in  battle ;  the  women  we  have 
mentioned  dance,  what  may  be  called  their 
.  love-dance,  in  order  to  excite  that  paflion 
in  the  breafts  of  the  fpe6lators;  and  it  is 
only  in  the  polite  countries  of  Europe  that 
we  dance  purely  for  the  fake  of  dancing.  If 
rude   and   barbarous   nations  make  their 

dances 
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dances    expreffivc   of    their  employments  ^"^^* 
and  their  feelings ;   it  is  worth  confidering,  Kjty^o 
whether  we  might  not  improve  on  the  plan, 
and  add  fentiment  and  expreflion  to  what 
we  at  prefent  only  look  upon  as  frolic  and 
amufement. 

They  have  alfo  in  the  Eaft,  the  amufe-  B*«*^«^ 

ao  amufc* 

ment  of  bathing ;  an  amufement  fo  clofely  ment  in 
interwoven  with  their  religion  as  well  ^***^*^- 
as  with  their  paftime^  that  we  can  hardly 
fay  to  which  of  them  it  belongSo  In  warm 
countries^  where  cleanlinefs  is  fo  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  the  health  and  fweetnefs  of  the 
body,  as  almoft  to  deferve  a  place  among 
the  moral  virtues ;  there  is  fcarcely  a  reli- 
gious fyftem  into  which  frequent  bathing 
has  not  been  introduced,  as  a  ceremony 
without  which  the  gods  would  not  accept 
the  prayers  and  facrifices  of  men;  hence 
bo^h  fexes  are  there  more  accuftomed  to 
bathe,  than  in  colder  ones  where  religion 
has  not  enjoined  any  fuch  duty.  But  therft 
are  in  the  Eaft  other  caufes,  which  perhaps 
even  more  forcibly  ptompt  to  the  ufe  of  the 
bath  than  religion  itfelf.  The  firft  is  inch- 
nation,  which  muft  operate  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  in  climates  fparingly  fupplied  with 

water^ 
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c  H^A  P.  water,  and  fcorched  by  a  vertical  fun.  Thd 
Lrvx>  fecond  is  the  love  of  liberty*  Every  bathing- 
place  fet  apart  for  the  ufe  of  the  women  is 
a  kind  of  public  rendezvous,  where  the  fex 
in  general  meet  to  talk  over  the  news,  the 
fcandal,  and  the  faftiions ;  a  facred*  afylum^ 
where  no  man  dare  enter,  and  where  wo- 
men are  confequently  free  from  the  tyranny 
of  their  hu (bands  and  guardians ;  on  thefe 
accounts,  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  bathing 
is  fo  much  praftifed  by  the  fair  fex  in  the 
Eafl,  who  have  hardly  any  other  liberty 
than  that  which  they  enjoy  on  this  occa(ion« 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  indeli- 
cate  manner  in  which  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans of  both  fexes  bathed  promifcuoufly 
together*  To  this  indelicacy  we  fhall  oppofe 
the  praftice  of  the  Turkifti  Ladies  at  Adri-^ 
anople,  as  related  by  lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montague.  "  I  went,  fays  (he,  to  the  bag- 
"  nio  about  ten  o'clock ;  it  was  already  full 
**  of  women,  I  was  in  my  travelling  habit, 
*^  which  is  a  riding-drefs,  and  certainly  ap- 
**  peared  very  extraordinary  to  them,  yet 
•^  there  was  not  one  of  them  that  fhewed 
"  the  leaft  furprife  or  impertinent  curiolity, 
"  but  received  me  with  all  the   obliging 

•'  civility 
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'^civility  poflfiblei  I  know  no  European  ^^^'' 
''  court  where  the  ladies  would  have  behaved 
^'  themfelves  in  fo  polite  a  manner  to  fuch 
"  a  ftranger:  I  believe  there  were  two  hun- 
"  dred  women,  and  yet  none  of  thofe  dif- 
**  dainful  fmiles  and  fatirical  whifpers  that 
"  never  fail  in  our  affemblies,  when  any  body 
"  appears  that  is  not  dreffed  exaftly  in  the 
"  faihioti ;  they  repeated  over  and  over  to 
"  me^  charming^  very  charming.;  the  firft 
"  fophas  were  covered  with  cufhions  and 
**  rich  carpets,  on  which  fat  the  ladies,  and 
"  on  the  fecond  their  flaves,  behind  them, 
"  but  without  any  diftinftion  of  rank  by 
"  their  drefs,  all  being  in  the  ftate  of  nature  j 
"  that  is,  in  plain  Englifh,  ftark  naked,  with- 
"  out  any  beauty  or  defe6l  concealed ;  yet 
*'  there  was  not  the  leaft  wanton  fmile,  or 
'*  immodeft  gefture  among  them;  They 
*'  walked  and  moved  with  the  fame  majcftic 
"  grace  which  Milton  defcribes  our  general 
"mother  with;  there  were  many  among 
*'  them  as  exaftly  proportioned  as  ever  any 
*^  goddefs  was  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  a 
**Guido  or  a  Titian— and  moft  of  their 
"  Ikins  Ihiningly  white,  only  adorned  by 
**  their  beautiful  hair  divided  into  many 
•^trefies,  hanging  on  their  fhoulders^ 
Voti  h  S  "  braided 
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CHAP,  a  |;jj.aided,    cither   ^ith   pearl    or   ribbon, 
L^nno   "  perfeftly  reprefenting  the  figures  of  the 
"  graces. 

"  I  WAS  here  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a 
"  refleftion  I  have  often  made,  that  if  it 
*'  were  a  fafhion  to  go  naked,  the  face  would 
"  hardly  be  obferved.  I  perceived  that  the 
^*  ladies  of  the  moft  delicate  fkin  and  fined 
fhapes,  had  the  greateft  fliare  of  my  admi- 
ration, though  their  faces  were  fometimes 
lefs  beautiful'than  thofe  of  their  compani- 
ons ;  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  had  wickednefs 
enough  to  wilh  fecretly  that  Mr;  Gervais 
*'  could  have  been  there  invifible;  I  fancy 
'^  it  would  have  much  improved  his  art,  ta 
fee  fo  many  fine  women  naked,  in  different 
poftures,  fome  in  converfation,  fome  work- 
ing, others  drinking  coffee  or  flierbet;  and 
many,  negligently  lying  on  their  cuftiions, 
while  their  flaves  (generally  pretty  girls 
*^  of  feventeen  or  eighteen)  were  employed 
in  braiding  their  hair  infeveral  pretty  fan- 
cies.— They  generally  take  this  diverfion 
"  once  a  week,  and  ftay  there  at  leaft  four 
"  or  five  hours  without  getting  cold,  by  im- 
"  mediate  coming  out  of  the  hot  bath  into 
"  the  cool  room. — I  was  charmed  with  their 

**  civility 
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"  civility  and  beauty,  and  fliould  have  been  ^  "  ^  ?• 
'*  very  glad  to  pafs  more  time  with  them^   ^yv\j 
"  but  was  in  hafte  to  fee  the  ruins  of  Jufti- 
"  nian  s  church,  which  did  not  afford  me  fo 
"  agreeable  a'  profpeft  as  I  had  left,  being 
"  little  more  than  a  heap  of  ftones." 

The  favages  in  America  frequently  allot 
to  their  women  taflcs  which  may  be  more  . 
pn^erly  denominated  flavery  than  employ- 
ment; but  as  we  (hall  have  occafion  to 
mention  thefe  afterward,  we  at  prefent  only 
obferve  in  general,  that  as  foon  as  the  fnow 
is  melted,  the  American  women  affemble  in 
the  fields,  and  fcratch  over  the  furface  of 
the  ground  with  flicks  made  on  purpofe; 
jdter  which  they  fow  their  maize  or  what- 
ever grain  they  mean  to  cultivate.  In  the 
harvefl,  the  men  fometimes  condefcend  to 
help  them  to  gather  in  the  crop,  but  fuch 
help  is  confidered  as  a  favour  which  the  wo- 
men have  no  right  to  demand ;  and  which 
the  men  feldom  mean  to  grant  them.  As 
opulence  and  idlenefs  muft  confpire  to  give 
birth  to  fportive  amufements ;  we  are  not  to 
wonder  that  the  American  women  are  not 
acquainted  with  them ;  their  time,  therefore, 
is  not  fpcnt  in  gazing  on  oflentatious  fhows, 

S  2  in 
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^^\^^'  in  fluttering  among  giddy  company,  nor  is 
v^nrvj  it  felonioully  ftolen  from  them  by  the  delu- 
f.ve  hopes  of  a  gaming  table;  but  for  all 
this,  they  are  npt  entirely  deftitute  of  re- 
creation, in  which  they  blend  the  ufeful  and 
the  amufing  together.  They  paint  little 
cups  of  wood,  embroider  the  Ikins  of  roe- 
bucks, dye  porcupines  brifUes,  and  w^ork 
them  into  various  figures  upon  flippers  ancj 
baflcets ;  difplaying  upon  the  whole,  a  tafte 
and  ingenuity  which  do  credit  to  the  rude 
and  unlettered  mind. 

Of  Euro.      ^g  j}jg  amufements  of  women  have  been 
men.       but  fcw,  and  their  employments  little  diver- 
fified  in  the  countries  we  have  already  fur- 
veyed,  we  no\y  proceed  to  take  a  view  of 
Europe;  where,  though  we  may  not  perhaps 
be  able  to  find  the  fcene  of  female  employ^ 
itients  enlarged  according  to  our  wifties,  we 
fliall  at  leaft  find  a  long  and  ample  lifl:  of 
female  diverfions  and  amufements, — If  by 
employment  we  underftand  being  occupied 
in  fuch  things  as  are  ufeful  to  fqciety,  in 
that  cafe,  women  of  rank  and  quality,  in  moft 
of  the  polite  countries  of  Europe,  may  be 
ft^uck  entirely  out,  as  having  no  employ- 
pjent  at  all ;    apd  Ihould  we  even  admit 
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works '  of  fancy  and  tafte  into  our  lift  of  ^ "  a  p. 
ufeful   employments,   fuch  is   the  love  of  vyy^yj 
diflipation^  that  even  few  of  thefe  are  at 
prefent  executed  by  ladies  of  fafhion.    De- 
fcending  from  the  moft  elevated  ranks  of 
female  life,  to  thofe  placed  in  a  middle  fta- 
tion,  who  neither  have  rcafon  to  be  uplifted 
with  the  pride  of  wealth,  made  giddy  with 
the  gl^re  of  preferment,  nor  deprefled  by 
the  pinching  hand  of  poverty;    fuch  we 
Ihould  naturally  expefl  to  find  employed  fo 
as  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to  their 
^     families ;  and  fuch,  we  could  heartily  wifh 
the  impartiality  of  hiftorians  would  allow 
us  to  paint  them.     But  even  in  this  moft 
eligible  of  all  human  conditions,  where  their 
time  is  not  devoured  by  the  giddy  vortex  of 
pomp  and  ceremony,  where  it  is  not  wrefted 
from  them  by  the  labours  neceffary  to  pro- 
cure daily  bread;  to  what  is  it  dedicated? 
feldom!  we  are  afraid,  to  ufeful  purpofes  ; 
but,  rather  to  copying  the  examples  of  the 
fuperior  ranks,  and  to  gadding  abroad  after 
every  faftiionable  folly  and  amuferoent.  Nor 
in  faying  this  have  we  afled  the  part  of  de- 
claimers;  the  portrait  we  have  drawn  is  only 
too  faithful  a  reprefentation  of  the  times, 
Md  naturally  points  out  to  us  that  we  are 

to 
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c  HA  P.  tQ  look  for  the  ufefiil  and  the  beneficial,  only 
crv-^j  among  fuch  women  as  are  obliged  to  gain  a 
fubfiftence  for  themfelves,  and  perhaps  for 
their  children,  by  their  own  induftry. 

But  to  return  to  our  ladies  of  rank  and 
fafliion,  there  are  ftill  feveral  to  be  found 
among  them,  who  bellow  no  inconfiderable 
fliare  of  time  and  attention  on  the  concerns 
of  their  families,  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
fine  arts.  To  run  through  the  long  and  va- 
ried lift  of  occupations,,  in  which  women  of 
the  middling  and  lower  conditions  of  life 
employ  themfelves,  for  pleafure,  or  for  pro* 
fit,  would  be  tedious  fo  our  female  readers, 
who  know  them  much  better  than  we  do ; 
we  {hall  therefore  only  obferve  in  general, 
that,  in  all  the  polite  countries  of  Europe, 
the  proper  office  of  women  of  middling 
fortune  is  the  care,  inrpe6lion,  and  manage- 
ment of  every  thing  belonging  to  the  family, 
while  that  of  the  men  is  to  provide  by  their 
labour  and  induftry  what  the  women  are  to 
manage  with  care  and  frugality.  When  we 
defcend  to  the  lower  and  more  ufeful  clafles 
of  women,  who  not  having  been  caft  into 
the  lap  of  fortune^  are  obliged  to  work  that 
they  may  live;  we  find  their  employments 

various 
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various  and  cxtenfive.  Moft  of  the  mantt^  c  ha  p. 
faSures  in  Europe,  which  do  not  depend  fo  v^rvx-i 
much  upon  ftrength  as  upon  delicacy,  are 
in  a  great  meafure  carried  on  by  women, 
and  many  of  thofe  which  are  even  of  a 
rougher  kind,  receive  a  laft  polifli  from  their 
fofter  touch.  It  is  to  their  patient  induftiy 
and  unwearied  appUcation  that  we  owe  our 
fined  linens,  cambrics,  and  lawns ;  it  is  to 
them  alfo  that  we  are  indebted  for  a  great 
part  of  our  gold  and  filver  laces,  our  em- 
broideries, and  a  variety  of  other  works  of 
teifie  and  elegance,  too  tedious  to  mention* 
Another  part  of  them,  employ  themfelves 
in  affifting  the  hufbandman  in  a  variety  of  , 
the  lefs  laborious  branches  of  agriculture; 
and,  not  a  few  there  are,  who  even  toil  in 
reaping  and  gathering  in  the  harveft:  but 
what  we  ought  to  value  above  every  thing, 
is  that  cleannefs,  which  by  their  means  we 
enjoy  in  our  houfes  and  cloaths;  benefits 
which  we  could  hardly,  or  at  leaft,  auk- 
wardly,  procure  for  ourfelves. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  ftrange,  that 
in  defcribing  the  various  employments  of 
vromen,  we  have  not  hitherto  mentioned 
that  which  of  all  others  is  their  raoft  natural 

and 
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c HA  P.  ^^  comihon  office,  the  nurfing  and  bring- 
«^rvx>  ing  up  of  children;  a  fubjeft  which  v^e 
KuHiDg  referved  entirely  for  this  place,  that  we 
rcn  the  might  not  be  under  the  neceffity  of  fo  fre- 
natural  quent  a  repetition,  as  we  fhould  have  been 
^t  of  otherwife  led  to  by  its  occuring  in  every 
women,  period,  and  in  every  country  we  have  had 
occafion  to  mention* 

r 

The  moft  tender  care  and  anxious  foli- 
citude  for  their  infant  offspring,  is  an  innate 
idea  throughout  the  wide  extent  of  the  ani- 
mal creation,  much  more  ftrongly  imprinted 
on  the  minds  of  females  than  of  males.  A 
wife  inftitution  of  Providence,  for  which 
various  reafons  will  eafily  occur  to  the  in- 
telligent reader,  and  which  we  need  not 
tlierefore  take  the  trouble  of  pointing  out* 

A  MODERATE  attention  to  the  nature 
and  cEConomy  of  the  brute  animals  will  con- 
vince  us,  that  the  care  of  their  young  arifes 
from  this  innate  principle,  and  is  not  the 
effeft  of  reafoning ;  but  we  fhall  be  ftill  more 
convinced  of  this,  if  we  attentively  confider 
the  females  of  the  human  genus,  in  favagei 
and  in  civil  life;  a  confideration  which  will 
Uniformly  point  out  to  us,  that  this  innate 

card 
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care  and  anxious  foUcitude^  diminifh  gtadu-  ^  ^^^  ^* 
ally,  in  proportion  as  women  advance  more  ly-w^ 
toward  that  perfe£lion5  or  rather  imper- 
fedion  of  politenefs ;  where  folly,  fafhion, 
and  the  love  of  pleafure,  fo  much  engrofs 
the  afFe6lions,  as  in  moft  cafes  greatly  to 
weaken,  an4  in  fome  totally  to  obliterate, 
a  paffion  hardly  lefs  natural  than  that  of 
felf-prefervation. 


That  wometi  were,  as  well  as  other  ani-  confidcr- 
mals,  intended  by  nature  to  nurfe  and  bring  nurfing. 
up  their  own  children,  is  a  truth  which  we 
prefunike  nobody  will  deny;  hence  rigid  phi- 
lofophers,  in  dogmatizing  on  this  fubjef):^ 
have  frequently  branded  fuch  of  the  fex  as 
did  otherwife,  with  every  indignat  epithet ; 
never  conlidering  that  ill-humour,  particu- 
larly when  exerted  againft  a  woman,  feldom 
ferves  to  reclaim ;  nor,  that  nature  in  many 
cafes  fecms  to  have  left  fomething  for  art  to 
improve  upon.  Inftead  therefore  of  excla- 
mation, let  us  view  this  matter  impartially, 
and  we  (hall  find^  that  nature  gave  to  horfes 
tails :  convenience  direfts  us  to  cut  them ; 
flie  gave  to  men  hair  and  beards,  but  we 
reckon  it  no  crime  to  crop  the  one  and  fhave 
the  other : '  (he  gave  to  women  breafts,  and 

Vol.  L  T  fumifhed 
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<^«^P-  furniftied  them  with  miik,  but  that  the/ 
^u'y\j  fhould  be  thereby  conftaritly  obliged  to  file- 
kle  thiir  children,  would  be  almoft  as  whim* 
fical  as  that  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to  let  our 
hair  and  our  beards  remain  in  a  (late  of  na<* 
ture ;  efpecially  as  it  now  appears,  by  many 
repeated  trials,  that  children  can  in  fomc 
cafes  be  brought  up  better  by  the  milk  of 
.  another  woman  than  by  that  of  the  mother, 
and  that  they  frequently  do  exceedingly  well 
without  any  milk  at  alL  Every  thing  elfe 
therefore  being  equal,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  fuch  preference  due  to  the  milk 
of  the  mother,  as  phyficians  and  philofo- 
phers  would  willingly  make  us  believe;  nor 
can  they  from  experience,  the  only  fure 
guide  in  fuch  enquiries,  deduce  any  fuch 
inference*  All  young  animals,  we  imagine, 
may  naturally  thrive  beft  upon  the  rtiilk  of 
animals  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but  to  carry 
this  idea  to  individuals,  is  giving  a  limitted 
and  narrow  view  of  the  operations  of  nature, 
and  we  might  almoft  with  an  equal  degree 
of  credibiky  fuppofe,  that  a  young  pknt 
could  no  where  grow  fo  well  as  in  the  fame 
hot-bed  which  nouriftied  its  parent,  as  that 
a  child  could  not  thrive  as  well  by  the  milk 
of  any  healthful  w^oman,  as  by  that  of  its 
mother.  To 
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To  fnfpefet  therefore,  that  a  child  does  ^^^/^ 
not  equally  thrive  by  good  milk  from  any  u^ynj 
other  pexfoD,  is  eftablifliing  a  fpecific  quality 
in  the  milk  of  every  mother,  adapted  to  the 
conftitution  of  her  own  child  only ;  and  put* 
ting  the  important  bufin^fs  of  rearing  child- 
ren on  fuch  a  footing,  that  when  the  mother 
chances  to  die,  the  poor  infant  muft  either 
expire  foon  after,  or,  at  beil,  live  a  feeble 
monument  of  improper  nourifliment ;  and  fo 
perpetually  point  out  a  blunder  in  the  conlli* 
tution  of  nature.  Nor.  do  the  young  of  the 
human  fpecies  only,  thrive  equally  on  the 
milk  of  the  fpecies ;  it  is  the  fame  with  the 
young  of  all  other  animals ;  at  leaft  of  the 
doiheftic  animals  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. The  calf  and  the  lamb  do  juft  as 
well  when  they  fuck  another  cow  or  ewe,  as 
when  they  fuck  the  dam  which  brought 
them  forth ;  provided  the  animals  be  health- 
ful, and  the  quantity  of  milk  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  young  ones  committed  to  theif 
care;  nay,  we  have  never,  in  fome  of  the 
heft  breeding  counties  of  England,  been  able 
to  obferve  any  difference,  if  they  had  plenty 
of  milk,  whether  they  fucked  it  from  the 
mother  or  drunk  it  from  a  pail. 

T  2  From 
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^^y^^*  From  thefe  obfervations  it  appears,  thai 
^^r>ro  what  has  hitherto  been  alleged  of  the  mo- 
ther's milk  being  the  only  proper  nourifti-r 
ment  for  her  own  child,  has  been  ihe  mere 
vifion  of  theory,  and  not  the  refult  of  expe* 
rience.  We  would  not,  however,  on  this 
account,  endeavour  to  difluade  women  from 
the  moft  endearing  tafk  of  nurfing;  we  per- 
fuade  ourfelves,  that  it  is  in  moft  cafes  their 
duty ;  and  if  their  minds  are  not  corrupted 
by  purfuits  lefs  natural,  we  flatter  <airfelves, 
that,  in  all  cafes,  they  will  find  it  their 
greateft  pleafnre ;  efpecially  when  they  con- 
fider,  that  by  fo  doing  they  have  the  pledges 
of  their  connubial  love  conftantly  under 
their  own  care  and  direftion ;  whereby  they 
are  fafe  from  the  feverity,  careleffnefs,  and 
inattention  of  the  female  mercenary,  who 
is  but  feldom  one  of  the  beft  of  her  fex; 
fuch  being,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  upon 
to  quit  the  care  of  her  own  infant,  for  the 
fake  of  money,  unlefs  urged  tq  it  by  lawlefs 
neceflity. 

There  are  a  variety  of  other  arguments, 
which  offer  themfelves  in  favour  of  this 
praftice;  but  as  they  have  been  fo  frequently 
muftered,  by  almoft  eveiy  author  who  has 

wrote 


O  F     W  O  M  E  N.  141 

wrote  on  nurHng,  we  fliall  not  now  intrade  ^  ?v^  ^ 
them  on  our  fair  readers.     We  cannot^  how« 
ever,  quit  the  fubje6li  without  making  one 
obfervaticm,  which  we  do  not  recollefl  to 
have  met  with.    In  every  place,  where  the 
pra6lice  of  giving  out  children  to  nurfe  is 
common,  the  ftate  is  thereby  a  conliderable 
lofer ;  becaufe  it  ia  the  idle  and  wealthy  only 
who  can  aiford  to  give  them  out,  and  the 
poor  only  who  are  obliged  to  take  them  in ; 
whence  it  evidently  follows,  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  children  of  the  rich  is  increafed, 
and  that  of  the  poor  decreafed;  for  a  wo- 
man, who  fends  her  child  to  nurfe  as  foon 
as  it  is  bom,  has,  or  may  have,  a  child  every 
year 7  whereas. flie,  who,  after  having  fuck- 
led  her  own  child,  is  obliged  to  take  in  ^no- 
ther^  cannot  again  bring  forth  a  child  in  lefs 
than  twenty-feven  months,  or  perhaps  three 
years.     But  a  ftate  is  not  fo  much  enriched 
by  the  children  of  wealthy  and  independent 
parents,  as  by  thofe  of  the  poor;  becaufe  the 
number  required  to  govern  anddireft  are  few, 
^l  proportion  to  thofe  who  are  to  be  governed 
and  dire£led.     May  not  this  be  one  of  the 
paufes,  why  Great  Britain  fends  abroad  fo 
many  poor  young  gentlemen,  refolutely  de- 
termined to  be  rich.'^  May  it  not  alfo  be  one 

of 
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e  M  A  p.  of  the  caufes;  why,  at  home,  flic  is  fame- 
iyw-^  times  at  a  lofs  for  labourers,  and  c^h  for 
able-bodied  men  to  man  her  fleets  and  recruit 
her  armies  ?  May  it  not,  in  finite,  produce 
fuch  an  increafe  of  children  to  the  rich,  and 
fo  much  decreafe  thofe  of  the  poor,  that  wc 
may  become  like  the  Spaniards  ?  almoft  all 
gentlemen;  too  proud  to  work,  and  too 
poor  to  be  idle. 

Were  we  to  judge  from  analogy,  whether 
every  woman  fhould  nurfc  her  own  (Aiildren, 
we  fhould  find  it  to  be  a  duty  from  which 
flie  tould  hardly  exempt  herfelf ;  as  ahnoft 
the  whole  of  the  birds  and  the  beafts  per- 
form this  ta(k  to  their  own  young*.  Were 
we  to  judge  from  the  hiftory  of  man,  we 
fhould  find,  that  in  almoft  all  nations  it  has 
been  the  common  praftice ;  though  to  that 
praftice,  like  all  other  general  rtiles,  there 
have  been  many  exceptions.  We  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  the  wives  and  concubines 


^*  The  Ofh-ich  and  the  Cuckow  do  not  hat  eh  their  eggs,  nor  take 
cnre  of  their  young.  The  Oftrich  lays  her  egga  in  the  £mdt  lot 
they  are  hatched  by  the  fiin.  The  Cuckow  lays  them  in  theneft  of 
another  bird*  who,  mifliking  them  for  her  own,  hatches  (hem,  and 
veari  the  young. 


of 


OF     WOMEN.  143 

of  the  patriarchs  conftantly  fuckled  their  ^"j^'* 
own  children;  the  fame  cufiom  obtained 
among  the  Egyptians,  the  Canaanites,  the 
Scythians,  the  Medes  and  Perfians ;  and  it 
invariably  takes  place  at  this  day  in  every 
nation,  where  culture  has  not  degenerated 
into  vice^  and  where  the  voice  of  nature  is 
ftronger  than  that  of  pleafure. 

What  at  firft  gave  rife  to  the  cuftom  o^ 
one  woman  fuckling  the  child  of  another; 
muft  have  been  the  death  or  iicknefs  of  the 
mother.  Indolence  taking  the  hint  from 
diis,  and  willing  to  be  excufed  from  the  toil 
of  tending  and  fuckling,  devolved  the  im- 
portant offices  on  flaves  and  mercenaries^ 
When,  or  where,  this  praftice  firft  crept  into 
the  world,  hiftory  has  not  informed  us ;  we 
difcover  it,  however,  to  have  been  pretty 
general,  during  many  of  the  moft  flourifli- 
ing  ages  of  the  Grecian  ftates.  Nations  and 
provinces  are  often  diftinguiftied  for  fome 
produftions  of  their  foil,  or  qualification 
of  their  inhabitants;  the  Spartan  matrons 
had  acquired  the  glory  of  being  famous  for 
nurfing;  they  laid  afide  the  ufe  of  fwaddling- 
bands;  a  cuftom  which  had  prevailed  from 
the  remoteft  antiquity;  they  ufed  children 

to 
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CHAP,  to  eat  every  fort  of  food;  taught  them  not 
to  be  afraid  when  alone,  or  in  the  dark ;  and 
to  relinquifti  thofe  peevifti  and  fretful  hu- 
mours, which  often  render  them  fo  trouble- 
fome  and  difagreeable.  On  thefe  accounts, 
Spartan  nurfes  were  eagerly  fougiit  after, 
and  hired  by  fuch  as  could  afford  them,  into 
all  the  other,  ftates  of  Greece*  Several  of 
the  moft  eminent  warriors  and  ftatefmen  glo- 
ried in  having  been  nurfed  by  the  matrons 
of  Sparta.  As  the  Romans  imitated  the 
Greeks  in  almofl  all  their  manners  and  cuf- 
toms,  as  they  became  more  alive  to  the 
feelings  of  luxury,  and  lefs  to  thofe  of  na- 
ture^ they  copied  them  alfo,  in  giving  their 
infants  to  be  fuckled  and  taken  care  of  by 
(laves  and  hired  nurfes,  while  they  them- 
felvcs  rioted  in  all  the  pomp  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  richefi  and  moft  extravagant 
city  in  the  world. 

When  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North 
fent  out  fwarms  of  barbarians  into  the  em- 
pire of  Rome,  they  overturned  not  only  the 
whole  fyftem  of  Roman  government,  but 
alfo  that  of  luxury  and  of  pleafure.  Thefe 
being  diflipated,  nature  refumed  her  feel- 
ings, and  inftigated  the  women  again  to 

apply 
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apply  themfelves  to  the  talk  of  fuckling  and  ^  "j^  ^' 
rearing  their  own  children*  Several  centu- 
ries elapfed  amidft  the  depopulations  of  war^ 
and  marked  by  ferocity  of  manners ;  when 
thefe  gave  place  to  the  arts  of  peace  and 
cultivation,  luxury/ and  the  love  of  pleafure^ 
began  to  creep  in  again,  and  women  refumed 
the  pradice  of  putting  their  children  to 
nurfe,  that  they  might  have  more  time  to 
beftow  upon  pleafure  and  amufement«  The 
French  and  Italians,  who  have  always  taken 
the  lead  in  fafhion,  fet  the  firft  example ; 
they  were  foon  followed  by  the  Britifh, 
and  other  neighbouring  nations,  with  fuch 
exa£lner$,  that,  at  prefent,  there  is  fcarcely 
to  be  found  in  Europe,  a  woman  of  family 
and  fafhion  who  will  take  the  trouble  of 
Hurling  her  own  child;  but  happy  were  it, 
if  the  contagion  ended  among  thefe,  and  did 
not  fpread  itfelf  to  the  middling  ranks  of 
life ;  w^ho,  fond  of  imitating  their  fuperiors, 
relinquifh  like  wife  the  talk  of  nurfing,  on 
Various  pretenfions,  that,  like  thofe  fuperi- 
ors,  they  may  dedicate  themfelves  more 
freely  to  the  rage  of  pleafure. 

Such  are  the  prefent  employments  of  the 

fex;  but  employment  is  not  the  mode  of  the 

Vol.  I#  U  times* 
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^  ^17  ^'  times.  In  all  the  polite  countries  06  Europe, 
Lrw>  women  of  rank  and  fafiiion,  as  well  as  thofe 
j^^JI^**    in  middling  circumftance&,  with  a  large  por* 
and  me.  tion  of  idle  time  upon  their  hands,  with  an 
kiiHng^    almoft  irrefiftable  inclination  to  pleafure  in  " 
time  in    whatever  form  it  offers  itfelf,  are  more  often 
to  be  met  with  at  the  fhrine  of  amufement 
than  of  induftry:   and  hence  it  has  been 
commonly  obferved,  that  wherever  there  is 
a  fliow,  an  entertainment,  or  a  crowd,  the 
women  are  more  numerous  than  the  men : 
But  theatrical  entertainments  of  all  kinds; 
balls,  aflemblies,  operas,  ridottos,  and  re- 
views, feem  to  be  the  fcenes  of  their  peculiar 
delight ;  becaufe,  at  thefe,  they  can  indulge 
their  natural  propenfity  for  fliow  and  often- 
tation.     Riding,  walking,    failing,   and,  in 
fome  countries  of  Europe,  even  fkaiting, 
and  being  drawn  on  tlie  ice  in  fledges,  are 
female   amufements.      Befides   thefe,    and 
many  others  too  tedious  to  mention,  the 
women  of  fafliion,  in  moft  parts  of  Europe, 
fpend  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  receiving 
and  returning  vifits;  and  in  fome  of  the 
politer  nations,  modern  vifiting  is  not  fpend - 
ing  a  focial  hour  together;  it  confifts  only 
in  her  ladyftiip  ordering  her  coachman  to 
drive  to  the  doors  of  fo  many  of  her  ac- 
quaintances. 
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quaintances,  and  her  footman,  at  each  of  ^  ^^  ^* 
them,  to  give  in  a  card  with  her  name,  while  Lryv> 
the  lady  of  the  houfe,  though,  in  the  polite 
l^rafe,  riot  at  fumte^  is  looking  through  the 
window  all  the  while  to  fee  what  paffes ;  and 
in  forae  convenient  time  after  returns  the 
vifit,  and  is  fure  to  be  received  in  the  fame 
manner. 

But  of  all  the  happy  inventions  dif- 
covered  by  modem  ingenuity  for  killing 
tixaCy  canl-playing  is  juilly  entitled  to  the 
preference;  with  an  immoderate  itch  for 
this  amufement,  both  fexes,  and  all  ranks 
and  ttegrecs  of  people,  are  deeply  infe61;ed;. 
parttculariy  indolent  clergy  and  women, 
who,  having  little  to  do,  dedicate  them- 
felves  fo  alTiduoufly  to  gaming,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  whether  they  live  to 
play,  or  play  to  live.  To  cards,  when  made 
ufe  of  only  to  unbend  the  mind  fatigued 
with  ftudy,  or  to  pafs  away  an  idle  hour, 
we  have  no  objeQion,  nor  do  we  flatter  our- 
felves,  that  any  thing  we  can  fay  on  the 
fubjeft  will,  in  the  leaft,  influence  the  con- 
duft  xrf  fuch  as  are  habituated  to  them.  We 
would  only,  therefore,  as  we  pafs  along, 
recommend  to  the  minifters  of  religion,  to 

U  2  fet 
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^  "v^  ^'  ^^'  ^  watch  over  their  tongues,  while  playing 
WY-v  with  bad  fuccefs,  for  an  unguarded  oath,  or 
a  few  fill  y  exclamations  at  a  card  table,  may.  * 
do  more  hurt  to  religion  and  thejr  charafter, 
than  they  can  ever  repair  by  the  moft  excm-^^ 
plary  lives,  and  the  moft  elegant  orations » 
To  the  fair,  to  the  lovely  virgins  of  this 
favourite  ifland,  when  thus  engaged,  we 
would  recommend  the  ftrifteft  care  of  their 
temper,  left  fomething  ftiould  efcape  from 
their  lips,  that  may  belie  the  foft,  the  be^ 
witching  appearance,  with  which  nature  has 
painted  their  exterior  forms. 

To  the  female  diverfions  and  amufements 
now  mentioned,  we  might  add  many  more  j 
but  as  a  bare  recital  of  names,  makes  a  dry 
and  unentertaining  page,  and  as  a  defcrip*p 
tion  of  each  would  be  tedious  and  iniipid^ 
we  ftiall  only  obferve,  in  general,  that  fuch 
is  huipan,  and  particularly  female  nature, 
when  tutored  by  European  art,  that  it  con* 
ftantly  {hews  a  greater  proclivity  to  the  gay 
and  the  amufive,  than  to  the  fober  and  ufe^ 
ful  fcenes  of  life;  and  loves  better  to  fport 
ovrry  time  amidft  the  flowers  that  ftrow  the 
jrat  I  of  pleafure,  than  to  be  entangled  a- 
n^iig  the  briars  apd  thorns  which  perplex 

the 
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the  path  of  care.  But  notwithftanding  this,  ^  ^^  **• 
we  muft  do  juftice  to  the  fex,  in  afferting, 
that  as  their  attachments  are  always  ftronger 
than  thofe  of  the  men,  fuch  of  them  as  at- 
tach themfelves  to  oeconomy  and  induftry, 
purfue  their  plan  with  a  more  ileady  and  in* 
flexible  conftancy;  and  are  neither  to  be 
tempted  to  deviate  from  it  by  the  hope  of 
ple^iure,  nqr  the  fear  of  pain. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,     V. 

Of  the  Treatment,  Condition,  Advantages^ 
and  Difadvantages  cf  W/rmen,  in  Javage 
and  civil  Life. 


CHAP. 
V 


•f  women* 


THERE  is  in  the  fate  of  womeft  (amt* 
-     ^  thing  exceedingly  fingular;  they  have 

9D  t!fc "  ^'  ^^^  periods,  and  almoft  in  all  countries, 
condition  been^  by  our  fex,  conftantly  oppreffed  and 
adored.  And  what  renders  their  cafe  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  is,  that  we  have  not 
oppreffed,  becaufe  we  hated,  but  becaufe 
we  loved  them.  We  have  not  in  Alia  and 
Africa  confined  them ;  becaufe,  like  the  lion 
and  the  tyger,  we  were  afraid  of  their  depre- 
dations ;  but  becaufe  we  were  unwilling  that 
any  body  (hould  fhare  with  us  the  pleafure 
and  enjoyment  of  their  company.  We  have 
not  in  Europe  affumed  almoft  the  fole  ma- 
nagement of  affairs,  becaufe  we  were  afraid 
that  they  would  manage  them  to  our  preju- 
dice, but  only  to  fave  thenj  the  trouble  of 
thought  and  labour,  and  to  enable  them  to 
live  in^eafe  and  elegance. 


Is 
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Is  Acir  fate  hard,  in  Alia,  Africa,  and  Eu-  ^^^  **• 
rope,  it  is  ftill  more  fo  in  America ;  there,  they  wv\j 
have  not  attained  confequence  enough  even 
to  merit  confinement,  as  in  Afia  and  Africa; 
and  far  lefs,  to  merit  that  exemption  from  la-* 
hour  and  perpetual  guardianfhip,  by  which, 
in  Europe,  they  are  complimented  and  chain* 
ed«  As  ftrength  and  courage  are  in  favage  life 
the  only  means  of  attaining  to  power  and 
diftin6iion,  fo  weaknefs  and  timidity  are  the 
certain  paths  to  flavery  and  oppreflion*  On 
this  account,  we  (hall  almoft  conftantly  find 
women  among  favages  condemned  to  every 
fpecies  of  fervile,  or  rather,  of  flavilh  drud* 
gery;  and  (hall  as  conftantly  find  them 
emerging  from  this  ftate,  in  the  fame  pro* 
portion  as  we  find  the  men  emerging  from 
ignorance  and  brutality;  the  rank,  therefore, 
and  condition,  in  which  we  find  women  in 
any  country,  mark  out  to  us  with  the  great- 
eft  precifion,  the  exaft  point  in  the  -fcale  of 
civil  fociety,  to  which  the  people  of  fuch 
country  have  arrived ;  and  were  their  hiftory 
entirely  filent  on  every  other  fubjeft,  and 
only  mentioned  the  manner  in  which  thefy 
treated  their  women,  we  would,  from  thence, 
be  enabled  to  form  a  tolerable  judgment  of 
the  barbarity,  or  culture  of  their  manners. 

The 
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cBJiF.  The  rude  and  uncultivated  part  of 
mankind^  naturally  confider  ftrength  as 
giving  an  unlimited  right  to  whatever  it 
can  take  poffeflion  of.  This  idea,  the 
favage  derives,  not  only  from  all  his 
neighbours,  but  alfo  from  his  attention 
to  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  the  birds  of 
the  air ;  every  one  of  which  appropriates 
to  itfelf,  whatever  it  can  take  from  a  Weaker 
being  of  its  own,  or  of  any  other  fpecies ; 
and  from  this  fource  arifes  the  barbarous  cuf- 
tom  of  enflaving  and  treating  with  feverity, 
that  fex  which  nature  had  formed  with  a 
beauty  and  tendemefs  fufficient  to  footh  us 
into  fofter  behaviour.  But  though  among 
people  of  favage  and  uncultivated  mariners, 
this  natural  weaknefs  of  the  fex  has  fubjefted 
them  to  almoft  every  fpecies  of  indignity, 
among  the  civil  and  polite,  it  has  had  a  very 
different  effeft;  thefe,  difdainingto  take  the 
advantage  of  weaknefs,  and  rather  confider- 
ing  it  as  intitled  to  their  proteftion  and  in- 
dulgence, have  from  gcnerofity  of  principle, 
raifed  women  to  a  rank  and  condition,  in 
many  cafes  fuperior  even  to  that  enjoyed 
by  themfel ves ;  but  as  we  fhall  have  occafion 
afterwards  to  mention  the  reafons  why  the 
fex  are  ill  treated,  we  (hall  at  prefent  proceed 

to 
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to  take  a  view  oF  their  progrefs  from  flavery  ^  "^  p. 
to  freedom,  and  to  mark  the  various  caufes  Kj^>r>ij 
which  have  more  or  lefs  accelerated  or  re* 
tarded  that  progrefs. 

This  enquiry  we  ftiall  bcffin  with  the  ^"^^'^'^ 

J.   .  /       -^  O  .  of  women 

condition  01  women  among  the  anaent  pa-  in  the  pa- 
triarchs,  a  condition  which  appears  to  have  ^"^^""^ 
been  but  extremely  indifferent.  When  Abra« 
ham  entertained  the  angels  fent  to  denounce 
the  deftru6iion  of  Sodom^  he  feems  to  have 
treated  his  wife  as  a  meniad  fervant :  '*  Make 
••  ready  quickly/'  faid  he  to  her,  **  three 
'^  meafures  of  fine  meal,  knead  it,  and  make 
"  cakes  on  the  hearth."  And  from  the  fe- 
quel  of  the  fiory  it  is  plain,  that  (he  was  not 
admitted  to  partake  of  the  entertainment  (be 
had  dreifed«  In  ages  fo  remote  as  thefe  we 
are  now  confidering,  the  imperfeft  and  mu- 
tilated accounts  from  which  alone  we  can 
draw  any  information,  fometimes  relate  in- 
cidents which  have  fo  little  refemblance  to 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  our  times,  that 
we  are  altogether  at  a  lofs  how  to  account 
for  thfcm.  Though  Sarah  officiated  as  a 
fervant.  in  preparing  this  entertainment,  (he 
had  at  the  fame  time  one,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
feveral  handmaids  or  maid-fervants  under 
Vol.  L  X  her. 


154  THE     HISTORY 

c  H^A  p-  hcy^  \yyji  Jq  what  thcy  were  employed,  or 
^.•VNj  how  they  ferved  their  miftrefs,  we  can  only 
conje6lure* 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  among 
nations  but  little  cultivated,  power  is  con- 
ftantly  made  ufe  of  as  a  means  to  enflave ; 
and  from  this  principle  we  muft  derive  the 
ill-treatment  of  the  Ifraditifli  women,  and 
the  abufe  of  their  captives.  In  the  whole 
early  hiftory  of  that  people,  there  is  hardly 
one  inftance  of  a  woman  having  been  treated 
with  indulgence,  or  of  a  captive  having 
experienced  humanity^ 

In  many  parts  of  the  Eaft,  water  is  bnly 
to  be  met  with  deep  in  the  earth,  and  to  draw 
it  from  the  wells  is  confequently  fatiguing 
and  laborious.  This,  however,  was  the  tafk 
of  the  daughters  of  Jethro  the  Midianite,  to 
whom  fo  little  regard  was  paid,  either  on 
account  of  their  fex  or  the  rank  of  their 
father,  as  high-prieft  of  the  country,  that 
the  neighbouring  (hepherds  not  only  infulted 
them,  but  forcibly  took  from  them  the  wa- 
ter they  had  drawn.  This  was  the  tafk  of 
Rebecca,  who  not  only  drew  water  for  Abra- 
ham's fervant,  but  for  his  camels  alfo;  while 

the 
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the  fervant  flood  an  idle  Tpeftator  of  the  ^"v^'; 
toil;  and  what  makes  his  behaviour  appear  L>nrNJ 
the  more  extraordinary  is,  that  his  eircum- 
fiances  at  that  time  were  thefe,  in  which  men 
who  have  any  fenfibility  generally  exert  their 
utmoft  efforts  to  pleafe  and  become  accepta- 
ble. He  was  on  an  embafly  to  court  the  dam- 
fel  for  Ifaac  his  mafter's  fon.     When  he  had 
concluded  his  bargain,  and  was  carrying  her 
home,  we  meet  with  a  circumftance  which, 
in  the  times  we  are  confidering,   ftrongly 
marks   the  inferiority  of  women.     When 
flie  firft  approached  Ifaac,  who  had  walked 
out  into  the  fields  to  meet  her,  fhe  did  it  in 
the  moft  fubmiflTive  manner,   as  if  (he  had 
been  approaching  a  lord  and  matter,  rather 
than  a  fond  and  paflionate  lover;  from  this 
circumftance,  as  well  as  from  feveral  others 
related  in  the  facred  hiftory,  it  would  feem 
that  women,  inftead  of  endeavouring,  as  in 
modem  times,  to  perfuade  the  world  that 
they  confer  an  immenfe  favour  on  a  lover 
by  deigning  to  accept  of  him,  made  no  dif- 
ficulty of  confeffing  that  the  obligation  was 
conferred  on  themfelves*.      When  Jacob 

*  This  was  the  cafe  with  Ruth,  who  had  laid  her  down  at  the  feet 
of  Boaz;  and  being  aiked  by  him  who  ihe  was,  anfweccdy  *'  I  am 
"  Ruth  thine  handmaid ;  fprtad,  therefore,  thy  ikirt  over  thine  hand- 
"  maid,  for  thou  art  a  near  kinifaian.*' 

X  2  went 
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CHAP,  ^ejjt  1^^  yjgf  jjjg  iiiick  Laban,  a  man  of 
Lrru  confiderable  property,  he  met  Rachel,  La^ 
ban's  daughter,  in  the  fields,  attending  op 
the  flocks  of  her  father.  In  a  much  later 
period,  Tamar,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
king  David,  was  fent  by  her  father  to  per^ 
form  the  fervile  office  of  making  cakes  for 
her  brother  Amnon.  And  ftill  later  than 
this,  the  queen  of  Jeroboam  king  of  Ifrael^ 
went  in  perfon,  perhaps  on  foot,  or  on  an 
afs,  to  confult  an  old  prophet.  The  fimr 
pUcity  of  the  times  in  which  thefe  things 
)iappened,  greatly  invalidates  the  ftrength 
of  the  conclufions  that  naturally  %rife  fron^ 
them,  and  makes  them  prove  lefs  than  they 
would  otherwife  do;  but  in  fpite  of  that 
fimplicity,  it  ftill  appears  that  women  were 
not  then  treated  even  with  the  rudiments  of 
the  delicacy  they  have  happily  experienced 
in  ages,  and  among  people  more  polifhed 
and  refined. 

t^T^'*"'  But  fhould  the  fimplicity  of  the  times 
ditioa  be  admitted  as  a  full  excufe  for  what  we 
have  now  mentioned,  there  are  other  proofs 
that  women  were  treated  in  an  indignant 
manner,  which  can  admit  of  no  fuch  pallia^ 
five.  Hufljands  had  a  difcretionary  power  of 

divorcing 
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divorctog  their  wives,  without  afligning  any  chap. 
other  reafon  for  it  than  that  they  were  not   cy^x> 
agreeable  to  them ;  and  as  if  fuch  a  power 
over  the  bodies  of  women  had  not  been  a 
circumftance  fufficiently  humihating  to  the 
fex,  they  had  a  power  not  lefs  extraordinary 
over  their  minds   alfo.     Hufbands  and  fa- 
thers were  authorized  to  annul  and  make 
void  even  the  moft  folemn  vows  of  their 
wives  and  daughters,  provided  fuch  vows 
were  not  made  in  the  hearing  of  thefe  huf- 
bands and  fathers;  in  which  cafe,  if  they  did 
not  immediately  enter  their  diffent,  they 
were  confidered  as  parties  who  had  approved 
c^  them,  and  could  not  fet  them  afide  after* 
ward.     Was  not  this  plainly  declaring,  that 
women  were  beings  of  a  nature  fo  inferior 
as  not  to  be  capable  of  entering  properly 
into  any  folemn  or  religious  engagement 
for  themfelves  ?    In  fome  cafes  a  kind  of 
public  contempt  was  thrown  on  the  fex,  as 
appears  from  the  law  concerning  child-bed 
purification,  by  which  it  was  enafted,  That 
Ihe  who  had  brought  forth  a  female-child, 
(hould  not  be  accounted  clean  in  lefs  than 
fixty-fix  days ;  whereas  Ihe  who  had  brought 
forth  a  male,  was  clean  in  half  that  time.  As 
pp  natural  reafon  can  be  afligned  for  fuch  a 

law, 
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€  HA  P.  law,  it  has  generally  been  thought  expreflive 
\.y-vx>  of  that  contempt  and  degradation  which,  in 
in  the  times  we  are  delineating,  was  thrown 
on  the  fex,  as  an  inferior  order  of  beings. 

To  the  proofs  we  have  already  adduced 
of  the  defpicable  condition  of  women  in  th^ 
primitive  ages^  we  may  add  the  univerfal 
cuftoms  of  polygamy  and  concubinage,  im- 
pofitions,  fo  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
the  fex,  and  which  fo  deeply  wound  the 
delicacy  of  their  feelings,  that  we  cannot 
fuppofe  any  woman  voluntarily  to  agree  to 
them,  even  where  they  are  fanftified  by  cuf- 
tom  and  by  law.  Wherever,  therefore,  they 
take  place,  we  may  aflure  ourfelves  that 
women  have  but  little  authority,  and  have 
fcarcely  arrived  at  any  confequence  in  fo- 
ciety.  But  as  human  nature  has  in  all 
ages  heen  marked  with  inconfiftency,  though 
fuch  in  general  was  the  condition  of  the 
fex,  fome  few  individuals  had  crept  into 
power  and  authority.  A  wife  woman,  as 
fhe  is  called  in  fcripture,  faved  the  city  of 
Abel,  by  prevailing  on  the  inhabitants  to 
cut  oft  the  head  of  Sheba,  and  throw  it  over 
the  wall  to  Joab,  who  thereupon  retired  with 
his  army.     And  Deborah,  a  prophetefs,  was 

raifed 
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raifed  to  the  dignity  of  judging  Ifrael.  The  ^  ^^  ^• 
exaltation  of  thefe,  and  of  others,  into  con*  ij^v\j 
ditions  fo  different  from  the  reft  of  their  fex, 
is,  perhaps,  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon 
any  other  principle  than  fuperflition,  which 
readily  believed  that  every  glimmering  of 
knowledge,  and  every  fuperior  attainment, 
were  infpirations  of  the  divinity ;  and  taught 
the  people  that  they  fhould  yield  themfelves 
op  to  be  governed  with  the  moft  implicit 
confidence,  by  thofe  who  were  thus  en- 
lightened and  infpired. 

From  the  ancient  people  of  Ifrael,  and  ^°JjJ^ 
the  nations  around  them,  who  treated  their  BgyptUii 
women  with  fo  much  indignity  and  con-  ^^^* 
tempt;  Ictus  turn  towards  the  Egyptians, 
whom  we  fhall  find,  on  the  contrary,  ufing 
them  with  a  complaifance   and  humanity 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  the  moft. 
enlightened  ages.     As  thefe  people  were 
fituated  in  the  midft  of  nations,  who  in  this 
particular  fhewed  them  fo  ill  an  example, 
before  we  proceed  to  the  fafts,  let  us  en- 
quire into  the  caufes  which  produced  them. 

Wherever  the  human  race  live  folitary  <^"^«  «^ 

^  this   con* 

and  unconnefted  with  each  other,  they  are  duioo. 

favage 
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CH  A  P.  Stvage  and  barbarous.  Wherever  tbey  aflJ> 
ciate  together,  that  afTociation  becomes 
produ3ive  of  fofter  manners,  and  a  more  en« 
gaging  deportment.  While  the  people  who 
inhabhed  the  neighbourhood  of  Egypt^wcrc 
neither  confined  by  fituation,  nor  external  cir-* 
cumftances,  and  while  their  woods  and  tbeur 
riverj  afforded  them  the  means  of  conflantly 
fubfifling  themfelves  by  hunting  and  fifhing; 
the  Egyptians,  from  the  nature  of  theiv 
country,  annually  overflowed  by  the  Nilc^ 
had  no  wild  beads  to  hunt,  nor  could  then 
procure  any  thing  by  filhing;  on  thefe  ac-» 
counts  they  were  under  a  neceflity  of  apply* 
ii^g  themfelves  to  agriculture,  a  kind  of  bfe 
which  naturally  brings  mankind  together  for 
mutual  convenience  and  afliilance;  but| 
befides,  they  were  every  year,  during  the 
inundation  of  the  river,  obliged  to  affemble 
themfelves  together,  and  take  fhelter  either 
on  the  rifmg  grounds,  or  in  the  houfes 
which  were  raifed  upon  piles  above  the  reach 
of  the  waters ;  here  almoft  every  employ- 
ment being  fufpended,  and  the  men  and 
women  long  confined  together,  a  thoufand 
inducements,  not  to  be  found  in  a  folitary 
ftate,  would  naturally  prompt  them  to  ren- 
der themfelves  agreeable  to  each  other,  and 

hence 
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httitt  tkcir  fnanners  would  begin  m6tt  early  c  ha  p* 
to  aflttme  a  fofter  polifli^  and  more  elegant 
tt&sttbtnt,  than  thofe  of  th^  other  nations 
Mhlb  fiDix>ttnded  them* 

1^  this  focial  ftatCj  a  flate  which  at  that 
time  did  not  exift  any  where  but  in  Egypt^ 
die  women  had  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
ftil  their  charms^  and  difcovering  all  their 
^ood  qualities*  The  men  learned  from 
dieir  behaviour,  th4t  they  were  not  fuch 
contemptible  beings  as  they  had  bei^n  deli* 
•neatcd,  they  therefore  began  to  treat  them 
with  an  indulgence  and  humanity  unheard 
6f  among  the  neighbouring  nations  i  and 
though  we  have  already  related  from  Hero^ 
dotus,  that  the  fex  were  employed  in  agri* 
culture,  there  are  many  reafons  to  make  ys 
believe,  that  if  any  of  them  were  fo  em- 
ployed, it  was  only  thefe  of  the  meaneft  con- 
dition, the  reft  being  exempted  from  thofe 
hboricJus  talks,  commonly  afligned  them  by 
barbarians.  This  exemption  appears  to  be 
demottftrated  from  the  whole  of  the  conduct 
of  thsir  men  towards  them,  and  receives  an 
additional  proof  from  the  ftory  of  Pfam-*' 
menitus,  One  of  thdt  kings;  who,  being 
ifaade  pxifoMf  at  the  redu3ion  of  Meo^phis^ 

V&uh  Y  was 
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CH^A^p.  \vas  with  the  chief  of  his  nobility  placed  on 
v^v\j  an  eminence  near  the  city,  while  his  daugh« 
tcr,  and  the  reft  of  the  captive  women  were 
ordered  to  bear  water  in  pitchers  from  the 
river;  a  circumftance  which  fo  mortified 
the  king,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  felt  more  on 
that  occafion  than  for  the  lofs  of  his  liberty 
and  kingdom ;  but,  had  this  been  a  common 
cuftom  in  Egypt,  as  we  have  already  feen  it 
among  the  neighbouring  nations,  it  could 
not  have,  been  chofen  as  the  moft  eligible 
mode  of  adding  to  the  forrows  of  the 
diilrefled  monarch* 


Eg7pt5aa  ^^  fh^U  aftcrwards  have  occafion  to 
not  con-  relate,  that  in  a  very  earlier  period  the  prac- 
fincd.      iIq^  Qf  confining  women  was   introduced 

into  the  Eafl:;  this  praftice,  however,  in- 
ftituted  by  jealoufy,  and  maintained  by 
unlawful  power,  was  never  adopted  by  the 
Egyptians,  as  appears  from  the  ftory  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  was  going  with 
her  train  of  maids  to  bathe  in  the  river, 
when  fhe  found  Mofes  hid  among  the  reeds  j 
and  alfo  from  that  of  the  wife  of  Potiphar, 
who,  if  flie  had  been  confined,  could  not 
have  found  the  opportunities  (he  did  to  lo- 
licit  Jofeph  to  her  adulterous  embrace.  To 

thefe 
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tfiefe  teftimonies  of  the  facred  fcripture,  we  ^  "^^  '• 
may  add  the  authority  of  Herodotus,  and  o^v\^ 
ibme  of  the  other  writers  on  ancient  Egypt, 
who,  befides  mentioning  feveral  anecdotes 
which  could  not  have  happened  to  women 
in  harams  and  feraglios,  generally  agree  that 
they  were  at  lead  equal  in  authority  to  the 
men ;  and  if  they  were,  it  would  be  incon- 
fiftent  to  think  that  they  allowed  thcmfelves 
to  be  fhut  up  and  deprived  of  fociety,  by 
beings  who  neither  had,  nor  claimed  any 
fuperiority  over  them. 

The  men  in  Egypt  were  not  allowed  to  L«wian4 
indulge  in  polygamy,  aii  indulgence  which  in  tuir 
always  prefuppofes  women  to  be  flaves.  The  '*^®*'' 
chaftity  of  virgins  was  protefted  by  a  law 
of  the  fevereft  nature ;  he  who  committed 
a  rape  on  a  free  woman,  had  his  privities 
cut  ofiF,  that  it  might  be  out  of  his  power 
ever  to  perpetrate  the  like  crime,  and  that 
the  licentioufnefs  of  others  might  be   re- 
ftrained,  by  the  fear  of  fo  dreadful  a  punifli- 
ment.     Concubinage,  as  well  as  polygamy, 
feems  either  not  to  have  been  liiwful,   or  at 
leaft  not  fafliionable;  it  was  a  liberty,  how- 
ever, in  which  their  kings  were  fometimcs 
indulged,  fpr  we  find  when  Sefollris  fet  out 

Y  2        ^  on 
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c  HA  P.  011  hw  expedition  to  conqiier  tk?  WQri^  ]^ 
WW  left  the  government  of  ^  l^g^m  tg>  hk 
brother,  with  full  power  over  every  thing, 
except  the  royal  diadeni,  thp  que^n,  aad 
royal  concubines.  Th*  queens  of  Egypt 
ve  faid  to  have  been  much  more  hoapqcedf 
s^s  well  as  more  readily  obeyed  thsn  tho. 
kings ;  and  it  is  alfo  related,  that  the  hufbwds 
were  in  their  roarriagc-contrafls  obliged  to. 
pronjife  obedience  to  their  wives;  sn  obodiit. 
ence  which  in  our  modem  times,  we  are  often 
obliged  to  perform,  though  o»r  wives  en!-, 
tered  into  the  promife» 

But  nothing  can  ejjhibit  the  powcsr  and 
confequence  of  the  Egypjtjan  women  ki  a: 
ftronger  light  than  a  law,  by  which  it  waa 
ordained.  That  daughters  and  not  fon^ 
fhould  provide  for  their  parents  when  they 
became  aged  or  indigent;  a  l^w  which 
would  have  been  highly  unjuft,  had  not 
thefe  daughters  enjoyed  more  than  an  equal 
Chare  of  the  property  derived  from  the  pa- 
rents for  whom  they  were  obliged  to  provide, 
We  fhall  only  add  further,  that  the  behar 
viour  of  Solomon  to  Pharaoh^s  daughter, 
is  a  convincing  proof  that  more  honour  and 
refpeQ  was  paid  to  |he  Egyptian  women  than 

to 
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M  thcle  of  any  oth^r  people*  Solomon  had  ^  ^^  ^ 
mmay  other  wives  beiides  this  pnncels,  and 
WMB  married  to  feveral  of  them  before  her^ 
Yfbich  according  to  the  Jevi(h  lav  ought  to 
have  entitled  them  to  a  preference;  but  we 
hear  of  no  particular  palace  having  been 
built  Sox  any  of  the  others^  nor  of  the  wor* 
(hip  of  any  of  their  gods  having  been  in- 
troduced into  Jerufalem;  while  for  Fha-« 
laoh's  daughter,  a  magnificent  palace  wat 
ere6ied^  and  fhe  permitted,  though  exprefsly 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  Ifrael^  to  worfliip  the; 
gods  of  her  own  country;  circumilancet 
which  we  cannot  believe  would  have  hap- 
pened^.had  they  not  been  ftipulated  between 
the  £|^ptians  and  Solomon  in  the  marriage 
agreement.  But  loaded  with  all  the  honours 
and  preferments  we  have  mentioned,  in- 
vefted  often  with  the  fovereign  power,  ar 
well  as  the  management  of  their  own  fami- 
liesj;  the  fair  fex  were  fometimes  reached  by 
fuperdition,  that  frenzy  of  the  human  mind, 
which  neither  regards  the  laws  of  nature  nor 
of  nations ;  a  virgin  zoos  at  certain  times 
fofrifiud  to  Annubis. 


As 
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CHAP. 
V. 


As  the  defence  of  a  nation  did  not  de« 
pend  on  the  ftrength  of  the  (ingle  arm  that 
wielded  its  fcepter,  women  were  in  feveral 
other  countries  as  well  as  ancient  Egypt, 
allowed  to  fucceed  to  the  crown  in  default 
of  male  heirs ;  but,  as  the  defence  of  private 
property  depended  more  immediately  on 
the  power  of  the  proprietor,  they  were  fel- 
dom  allowed  to  inherit  what  they  could  not 
defend;  even  this  privilege,  however,  was 
granted  them  by  the  Egyptians,  who  or- 
dained that  the  fex  might  fucceed  to  the 
paternal  inheritance  of  dieir  fathers. 


Aflyrian 
women, 
bow 
treated. 


The  firft  account  that  we  have  of  the 
Affyrian  women  attaining  any  confequence, 
begins  with  the  reign  of  Semiramis.  This 
woman,  the  moft  extraordinary  of  antiquity, 
was  the  wife  of  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
Ninus  king  of  Aflyria,  who  being  attrafted 
by  her  beauty  and  art,  married  her  after  the 
death  of  her  hufband ;  an  a£lion  of  which, 
according  to  fome  authors,  he  had  foon  rea- 
fon  to  repent;  for  (he  having  firft  brought 
over  to  her  intereft  the  principal  men  of 
the  ftate,  ftext  prevailed  on  the  infatuated 
Ninus  to  inveft  her  five  days  with  the  fove- 
reign  power.     A  decree  was   accordingly 

iflued. 


O  F     W  O  M  E  N.  167 


p, 


iifuedj  that  all  the  provinces  (hould  impli-  ^  ^^^ 
citly  obey  her  during  that  time;  which  vyvN> 
having  obtained,  fhe  began  the  cxercifc  of 
fovereignty ,  by  putting  to  death  the  too  in- 
dulgent hufband  who  had  conferred  it  on 
her,  and  fo  fecuring  to  herfelf  the  kingdom. 
Other  authors  have  denied  that  Ninus  com- 
mitted this  rafti,  or  Semiramis  this  execra- 
ble deed,  but  all  agree  that  fhe  fucceeded 
him  at  his  death,  in  whatever  manner  it 
happened.  Seeing  herfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
mighty  empire,  and  feized  with  the  ambition 
of  immortalifing  her  memory,  (he  prppofed 
to  do  fomething  that  (hould  far  furpafs  all 
that  had  been  done  by  her  predecefTors :  in 
purfuance  of  this  fcheme  fhe  built  the  mighty 
city  of  Babylon;  which  being  finifhed  with- 
in the  fpace  of  one  year,  greatly  exceeded  in 
fplendqur  and  magnificence,  any  thing  the 
world  had  ever  feen.  Two  millions  of  men 
are  faid  to  have  been  conftantly  employed 
on  it,  during  the  time  it  was  erefting. 

From  the  advancement  of  Semiramis  to 
the  Affyrian  empire,  it  would  feem  that 
fome  degree  of  perfonal  liberty  was  one  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  women  of  that  coun- 
try; for  wherever  the  fex  are  ftriftly  confined " 

by 
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*  V  by  their  fathers  and  hufbands,  we  cati  Wdly 
iuppofe  their  pdlitical  influence  to  have  beett 
Ibch  as  could  form  a  party  fufficient  to 
bring  about  a  total  revolution  of  ftatC} 
efpecially  in  the  Eaft,  where  they  are  tom^ 
monly  confidered  as  beings  too  weisdc  and 
infignificant,  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
mounting  a  throne^  unlefs  aided  by  tht 
power  of  fupetftitionj  and  the  notion  of  a 
right  derived  from  their  gods*  But  though 
Ae  Aflyrian  women  feem,  in  general^  to 
have  enjoyed  fome  liberty,  yet  their  m<y* 
iiarchs,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thehr 
neighbours,  had  feraglios,  where  fuch  la* 
dies  as  belonged  to  them,  were  probably 
more  ftriftly  confined  than  the  other  women 
of  the  country. 

That  feraglios  were  a  part  of  the  mig* 
nificence  of  the  Aflyrian  monaf chs,  appears 
from  feveral  anecdotes  in  their  hiftory,  and 
particularly  from  the  ftory  of  Sardanapalu^, 
who,  inftead  of  employing  his  time  in  the 
affairs  of  government,  dedicated  himfelf  en* 
tirely  to  debauchery  among  his  women^ 
affefting  not  only  the  foftnefs  and  eifeminacy 
of  their  voice  and  manners,  but  learning 
alfo  to  handle  the  diflafl*,  and  amufe  himfelf 

by 


OF    WOMEN.  -  169 

by  working  in  the  other  trifles  with  ^ich  ^\^^* 
they  were  employed  As  we  have  already  Kj^>rsj 
leen  that,  in  the  earUer  ages»  women  of  the 
greatefl  rank  and  quality,  were  not  afhan^ied 
ta.  perform  thofe  offices,  which,  iii  our  times^ 
would  be  confidered  .as  beneath  the  dignity 
of  their  waiting-maids,  we  ^re  not  to  be  fur* 
prifed,  that  the  women  of  the  auguft  monarch 
of  Aflyria  (hould  employ  themfelves  in  fpin- 
ning ;  but  that  the  effeminate  monarch  him- 
felf,  who  had  bufmefs  and  pleafure>  in  fo 
many  fhapes,  at  his  command,  fliould  take 
up  the  diftaff  for  his  amufemenX,  not  only 
excites  our  aftonifliment,  but  our  contempt} 
and  ftrongly  marks  the  littlenefs  of  that 
mind,  which,  furrounded  with  fuch  a  vari* 
cty,  could  feleft  a  diverfion  fo  infignificant 
and  unbecoming*  We  may,  perhaps,  ac- 
count for  this,  by  obferving,  that  women  of 
talents,  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  their  fex,  ge- 
nerally affociate  with  men ;  and  that  men 
of  inferior  talents,  finding  themfelves  defpi- 
fed  by  the  men,  on  that  account  afTociate 
with  women.  This  obfervation,  befides 
pointing  out  the  reafon  why  Sardanapalus 
confined  himfelf  to  the  feraglio,  likewife 
difcpvers  the  reafon  why  Semiramis  arrived 
at  the  royal  diadem  of  Affyria ;  an  elevation 
Vol*  L  Z  which, 
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^H  A  ?•  which,  though  it  did  honour  to  the  fex,  yet 
v>^v>j  did  not  prove  that  they  had,  in  general,  at- 
tained to  that  importance  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  by  the  place  which  they  hold  in 
the  fcale  of  rational  beings ;  for,  throughout 
the  whole  continent  of  Afia,  women  have 
from  time  immemorial,  been  confidcred 
either  as  public  or  private  property,  and 
fold  to  fuch  hufbands  as  would  give '  the 
higheft  price  for  them.  In  Aflyria,  they  were 
the  property  of  the  ftate,  and  by  the  magi- 
Urates  difpofed  of  in  marriage  to  the  higheft 
bidder,  by  way  of  auftion* 

In  an  early  period  of  the  world,  while  as 
yet  women  had  attained  to  little  dignity  and 
Confcquence,  we  find  an  univerfal  ftotion 
of  female,  as  well  as  of  male  deities,  ob- 
tained among  mankind;  this  notioti  did  not 
arife  folely  from  the  polytheifm  of  the 
times,  but  alfo  from  a  belief  that  the  goda 
propagated  their  fpecies  after  the  manner 
of  mortal  men.  All  antiquity  demOnftrates 
it  to  have  been  a  general  opinion,  that  they 
6ften  cohabited  with,  and  had  children  by 
the  daughters  of  men ;  \vhich  children  were 
reckoned  partakers  of  a  divine  nature  in 
their  life-time ;  and  after  their  death  were 
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worihipped  as  real  deities.  Perhaps  it  was  ^  h^a  p. 
owing  to  this  opinion  that  divine  honours 
were  paid  to  Semiramis,  that  her  (latue  was 
ereAed  in  the  famous  temple  at  Hierapolis, 
and  every  day  rcforted  to  by  a  numerous  ^ 
croud  of  adorers.  When  it  became  fafhion- 
able  to  pay  divine  honours  to  illuftrious 
perfons  after  death,  it  was  no  very  difficult 
matter  to  be  ranked  among  the  gods.  But 
m  a  period  when  the  fair  fex  were  confidered 
as  of  little  importance,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  fuperior  talents  and  abilities,  as 
well  as  the  idea  of  a  divine  original  were 
necelTary  to  procure  that  exalted  diftindion 
to  a  woman. 


Th5  whole  hiftory  of  mankind  points  out  ^'^*J'*' . 
to  us,   that  where  women  have  attained  an  wo- 


to  little  or  no  confequence  in  fociety,  and 
are  only  confidered  as  the  fervile  inftruments 
of  fupplying  our  wants,  and  gratifying  our 
paffions,  there  is  but  little  care  taken, 
either  to  adorn  their  minds,  or  their  bodies. 
Among  the  Babylonians,  though  we  are  not 
informed  what  care  was  taken  of  the  female 
mind,  from  a  variety  of  fcattered  hints, 
which  particularly  abound  in  the  prophets 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  we  may  infer,  that 
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c^J^^-  the  greateft  attention  ;v;^srbeftowed  in  ;d^^ 
u^Yx>  rating  and  adorning  their  bodies^  with  €yeiy 
coftly  ornament  which  fondnefs  cpuTd  in- 
vent, and  affluence  fupply:  inconfeftihl^ 
proofs  that  they  were  obje6ls  of  x^o  frajtU  |p^^ 
portance,  and  the  peculiar  care  of  th«  V^en*. 
But  further,  the  Babylonians  were,  a  wife 
and  cultivated  people;  and  we  may  with 
truth  affert^  that  culture  of  manners  never 
yet  exifted,  without  extending  its  influence  to 
Uie  intereil  and  convenience  of  the  fairffsjc, 

•  .      . . 

• 

.  That  fome  of  the  qyeenf  of  Bfi^yJbQ 
were  piore  regarded,  apd  of  gr^fef  C0¥^$r 
quence  than  is  common  to  the  herd,  .-ftif  vq* 
men  confined  in  the  feraglios  of  eaftem 
monarchs,  appears  from  tl^e  ftory  of  Nkqcris, 
confort  of  Nabonadius :  whilq  Nabon^d^u^, 
•  neglefting  the  affairs  of  his  kingdoip,  devo- 
ted himfelf  entirely  to  fcenes  of  the  njoft 
voluptuous  debauchery,  Nitoqris  took  upon 
her  the  care  of  the  ftate,  and  managed  it  fo 
as  to  give  univerfal  fatisfaftion  i  a  circum- 
fiance,  which  was  not  likely  to  have  hap- 
pened, had  not  women  poflefTed  a  tolerable 
{hare  of  public  efteem  and  confidence.  But 
we  will  fee  that  public  efteem  and  confidence 
were  not  fo  difficvilt  tp  be  obtained  by  the 

Babylonian 
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Bab^kxBian  women,  as  by  thofe  of  the  neigh*  ^"y^  ^ 
^onriQg  natiQgs^  wheo  w^c  conficjer  j.hat  they  wrvN> 
admitted  the  fex  to  conhival  meieting^,  where 
^y  liv^  ib  a  free  aaad  unreftrained  manner, 
with  evjgry  opportunity  of  exerting  the  va«» 
rious  arts  of  pleaftng;  and,  confequently, 
of ,  gaining  that  ^fcendancy  which  will  eveir 
fall  to  the  (hare  of  beauty  and  fenfe.  Not- 
withftanding  this  general  importance,  fiich 
of  the  Babylonilh  women  as  were  poor,  like 
the  poor  of  every  country,  were  deftine4 
to  attend  on,  and  raiiiifter  to  the  pleafurei  - 
pf  the  rich ;  who,  at  their  meals,  were  ferved 
by  a  great  number  of  eunuchs,  and  finging 
and  dancing  girls,  carefully  feleded  fron^ 
the  faircft  and.  handfomeft  .of  .the  country^ 
When  the  Babylonians  became  poor,  by  the 
ruin  of  their  metropolis,  fathers  profUtuted 
their  daughters  for. gain,  and  hufband^,  who 
had  formerly  been  hindered  from  ufing  their 
wives  ill,  by  a  particular  law,  then  broke, 
through  every  reftraint;  and,  it  is  faid,  even 
compelled  them  to  offer  therafelves  to  ftran* 
gers  for  hire.  But  the  tyranny  of  the  mea 
did  not  terminate  here,  to  this  fhamelefs  in* 
difference  about  their  own  honour,  and  that 
of  the  fex  with  whom  they  were  conne6le(i 
]>y  the  moll  facred  ties ;  they  added  the  mod 

unexampled  % 
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c  HA  P.  unexampled  cruelty.  When  the  Babyloni- 
e/w^  ans  rebelled  againft  Darius^  they  aflembkd 
all  the  women  of  their  city,  and  after  every 
man  had  chofen  his  moft  beloved  wife,  and 
and  another  woman  to  be  his  domeftic  flave; 
they  put  all  the  reft  to  the  fword,  that  they 
might  not  confume  the  provifions  laid  up  fox 
the  fiege. 


with  in- 
dulgence 


Scythian       CONCERNING  the  Condition  of  the  Scy- 

women 

trtaicd     thian  women,  little  has  been  handed  down 

« 

to  our  times ;  only  that  they,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  were  an- 
iicntly  held  in  great  efteem  for  their  (kill  in 
diviriation.  We  know  not  whether  it  was 
on  account  of  this  efteem,  or  becaufe  they 
were  thought  weak  and  inofFenfive,  that  in 
fomc  cafes  the  Scythian  women  were  treated 
with  more  lenity  than  the  men.  By  one  of 
their  laws,  when  a  father  was  put  to  death, 
all  his  fons  fuffbred  along  with  him,  while 
the  daughters  efcaped  with  impunity.  Thefe 
people,  the  moft  plain  and  (imple  of  all 
anti(|uity,  being  reproached  with  cowardice, 
for  retreating  from  their  defart  frontiers, 
before  a  fuperior  army:  *^  In  thofe  defolate 
^*  waftes,  faid  they,  we  have  nothing  worth 
•*  fighting  for;  but  when  you  ?irrive  at  the 

♦^  tombs 
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tlODt. 


•'  tombs  of  oiir  anccftors,  and  the  habita*  «  h  a  f. 
**  tions  of  our  women,  you  fhall  fee  whether  v-.^v%-^ 
€€  ^^  ^^Q  defend  them." 

From  the  accounts  handed  down  to  us  TjicJrpn- 
of  the  Phoenicians^  they  appear  to  have  been  fome ' 
long  a  flourifhing  and  profperous  people,  **^*''  "*' 
who  had  acquired  great  riches  by  their  fu- 
perior  (kill  in  commerce  and  navigation ;  v/e 
may  therefore  reafonably  fuppofe,  that,  in  a 
country,  whofe  inhabitants  were  fo  far  ad- 
vanced in  the  arts  of  civil  life,  the  women 
had  attained  to  that  importance  we  genera- 
ally  find  them  poffeffed  of  in  fuch  countries ; 
efpecially  when  we  confider  the  attention 
that  was  paid  to  ornamenting  them,  by  all 
the  finery  they  could  purchafe  in  the  vari- 
ous nations  to  which  they  traded.  But  though 
the  Phccnicians  fpared  no  coft  in  adorning 
their  women  with  elegance,  they  appear  to 
have  ftamped  upon  them  one  mark  of  infe- 
riority and  fubordination ;  they  did  not  al- 
low them  to  wear  the  Tyrian  purple,  a 
colour  which  they  held  in  fo  great  eftima- 
tion,  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  only  permitted 
to  men  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  quality. 
The  Romans  folely  appropriated  it  to  their 
monarehs  as  a  badge  of  regal  dignity.    In 

the 
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^\^^  the  Balearic  Ifles,  fo  far  were  they  ftbiA 
fixing  any  mark  of  inferiority  on  the  fait 
fex,  that  they  gave  three  or  four  men  irt 
exchange  for  every  one  of  their  women  who 
was  taken  captive;  a  conduft  fo  lingular^ 
that  fome  particular  reafon  for  it  muft  have 
exifted,  of  which  we  are  not  informed; 
perhaps  it  was  only  done  at  the  firft  planting 
of  a  colony,  while  the  women,  as  in  the 
origin  of  Rome,  were  few  and  valuable* 
Among  the  Lycians,  a  people  of  the  Leffer 
Alia,  acuflom  alfo  obtained;  which,  at  firft 
view,  feems  to  exalt  the  women  far  above 
the  men.  In  their  fex  alone  was  the  foun* 
tain  of  honour  and  nobility ;  infomuch  that 
if  a  woman  of  quality  married  a  pleabian^ 
their  iffue  were  noble;  but  if  a  nobleman 
married  a  foreigner  or  peafant,  the  children^ 
in  that  cafe,  were  only  plcabians.  But  this 
cuftom,  when  more  nearly  examined,  will 
be  found  to  have  originated  from  a  different 
motive  than  love  or  efteem;  it  Is  at  this  day 
pra6tired  in  fome  parts  of  America ;  and 
the  reafon  there  given  for  it  is,  becaufe  they 
are  fure  who  is  the  mother  of  a  child ;  and 
that  the  noble  or  royal  blood  of  a  family 
may,  on  her  fide,  be  eafily  preferved; 
vhereas,  they  have  no  certainty  who  is  the 

father; 
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father;  and  by  the  incontinence  of  a  wife,  <5hap. 
the  noble  or  royal  blood  may,  on  the  male  v.^wi 
fide,  be  totally  extinguifhedi 

If  the  Phoenicians  treated  their  women  ^'*^f 
With  propriety,  we  may  reafonably  expeft  .^i. 
to  find  nearly  the  fame  cudoms  concerning 
them  tranfplanted  into  Carthage ;  the  Car- 
thaginians being  originally  a  colony  frorti 
Tyre,  the  capital  of  PhoeniciaK  As  there 
was  fomething  uncommon  in  the  origin  of 
this  Colony;  as  it  was  founded  by  a  wo^^ 
man,  whofe  name  has  been  immdttalifed  by 
Virgil,  and  not  unknown  even  to  the  ge-» 
nerality  of  female  readers,  we  hope  it  will 
tiot  be  deemed  altogether  fofeign  to  out 
fubjeft  to  give  a  ftiort  account  of  it* 

Pygmalion,  king  of  Tyre,  had  a  fifter, 
called  Eliza,  but  known  to  us  by  the  name 
of  Dido;  having  married  her  to  Sichaeus^ 
one  of  their  own  relations,  and  finding  that 
SichaeUs  was  poflcfled  of  great  riches,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  that  they 
might  fall  into  his  hands.  Dido,  detefling 
this  execrable  deed  of  her  brother,  and  de-^ 
firous  to  difappoint  him  of  that  wealthy 
which  had  betn  the  Caufe  of  it^  cunningly 

Vol.  !•  A  a  sunufed 
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c  HA  P.  amufed  him,  till  flie  had  got  all  things  in 
o^w>  readinefs ;  and  then  privately  eloped  with 
the  mod  valuable  effefls  of  her  murdered 
hufband.  After  a  long  feries  of  difaftrous 
events,  (he  at  laft  landed  on  the  coafl;  of  the 
Mediterranean^  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
place  where  the  piratical  city  of  Tunis  now 
{lands.  There,  having  purchafed  fome 
land  of  the  natives,  fhe  fettled  a  colony  of 
(uch  as  had  adhered  to,  and  followed  her 
fortune. 

Soon  after  this  fettlement,  the  natives, 
of  the  country,  invited  by  a  profpefl  of. 
gain,  reforted  to  the  ftrangers  with  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  and  fuch  other  commodities  as 
were  moft  wanted.  Finding  themfelves  al- 
ways civilly  treated,  they  at  laft  gradually 
incorporated  with  them  into  one  people. 
And  fometime  afterward,  the  citizens  of 
Utica  beginning  alfo  to  confider  them  as 
countrymen,  fent  ambaffadors,  with  con- 
fiderable  prefents,  exhorting  them  to  build 
a  city  on  the  place  where  they  at  firft  landed ; 
this  propofal  being  agreeable  to  the  fecret 
wiflies  of  Dido,  and  her  infant  colony,  the 
city  was  begun,  and  called  Cartkada,  or 
Carthage;  which,  in  the  Phcenician  language, 
fignifies  the  New  City.  What 
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What  Virgil  has  related  concerning  this  ^  ^^''• 
firft  queen  of  Carthage,  is  only  to  be  confid- 
eredas  a  poetical  fiftion;  for  it  appears  that 
flie  lived  at  leaft  two  hundred  years  before  the 
time  of  his  hero  y£neas,  and  at  laft  finiftied 
her  days,  not  as  he  reprefents,  a  viftim  to 
love,  but  to  that  kind  of  conjugal  fidelity 
then  in  fafhion,  which  confidered  it  as 
criminal  to  marry  a  fecond  hufband;  for, 
being  courted  by  Jarbas,  king  of  Getulia, 
who  threatened  her  with  war  in  confequence 
of  a  refufal ;  and  having  bound  herfelf  by 
an  oath  to  Sichxus,  never  to  confent  to  a 
fecond  marriage,  (he  forefaw  that  (he  would 
either  be  obliged  to  break  her  vow,  or  bring 
a  powerful  enemy  on  her  infant  colony; 
to  extricate  herfelf  therefore  from  the  diffi* 
culty,  (he  afcended  and  leapt  into  a  funeral 
pile  which  fhe  had  caufed  her  fubjefts  to 
ereft,  unconfcious  of  the  purpofe  to  which' 
flie  intended  to  apply  it. 

Among  a  people  whofe  political  exif- 
tence  was  owing  to  a  woman,  and  to  one 
who  in  her  life  had  condufted  them  with  fo 
much  prudence,  and  at  her  death  made  fo 
difinterefted  a  facrifice  for  their  fafety ;  it  is 
natural  to  imagine  that  the  fex  would  be 
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CHAP,  tFe^ted  with  more  deference  and  regard, 
than  was  cpmnjon  in  the  periods  we  are 
reviewing.  Accordingly,  we  have  feveral 
reafons  to  believe,  that  the  women  of  Car- 
thage  were  neither  obliged  to  do  the  fervile 
drudgery,  nor  fubmit  to  the  flavifh  fubjec- 
^ion  of  the  meij.  That  the  Carthaginians 
on  the  contrary  had  fentiments  of  a  more 
clevate4  nature  concerning  their  women, 
appeals  from  a  ftpry  related  of  them  by 
Piodorus,  the  Sicilian.  When  the  city  of 
Tyre  was  befieged  by  Alexander  the  Great, 
the  Tyrians  being  reduced  to  tjic  utmoft 
extremity,  fent  an  embaffy  to  the  C?trthagir 
nians  imploring  their  affiflance;  the  Cartha- 
ginians  being  at  the  fam^  time  engaged  in 
a  war  with  the  Athenians,  and  fcarcely  in  9, 
condition  to  make  head  againft  Agathocles, 
the  Athenian  general,  were  not  able  tq 
ffrant  that  afliftance  they  fo  earneftly  wiflied 
to  give ;  but  to  foften  the  refufal,  they  agreed 
to  receive  into  Carthage,  all  the  wives  and 
children  of  their  friends  the  Tyrians ;  that 
they,  at  leaft,  might  efcape  the  outrages 
which  their  fex  generally  lufFer  at  the  pluii* 
dering  of  a  city. 


It 
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It  is  the  chara6lerillic  of  men  in  every  ^  ^^  p- 
civihzed  nation^  to  treat  the  weaker  fex  ^<yv\j 
with  lenity  and  indulgence ;  to  this  they  are 
prompted,  not  only  by  the  fofter  fenfations 
inftilled  by  nature,  but  alfo  by  that  additional 
humanity,  and  thofe  finer  feelings,  which 
Are  commonly  the  refuh  of  knowledge,  and 
which  raife  the  mind  above  what  is  mean, 
and  infpire  it  only  with  what  is  generous  and 
noble.  Hence,  whenever  we  find  a  people 
treating  their  women  with  propriety,  we 
may,  without  any  further  knowledge  of  theif 
hiftory,  conclude  that  their  minds  are  not 
uncuhivated.  When  we  find  them  cultiva- 
ted, we  may  conclude,  that  they  treat  their 
women  with  propriety.  We  ftiall  only  add, 
therefore,  concerning  the  Carthaginians, 
that  the  charafter  they  bore  for  wifdom,  for 
learning,  and  the  arts,  leaves  us  no  room 
to  doubt  that  they  behaved  to  the  fair  feX  ' 
in  general,  as  became  a  people  fo  highly 
diftinguxQied. 

Some  of  the  Greek,  and  Teveral  of  the  ^^^"^^ 
Romaoj  hiitonans,  m  mentiomng  the  ancient  how 
Perfians,  have  dwelt  with  peculiar  feverity  *"»^^<*- 
on  the  manner  in  which  they  treated  their 
women ;  jealous,  almoft  to  diArafiion,  they 
Vol,  I.  A  a  3  confined 
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CHAP,  confined  the  whole  fex  with  the  ftrifteft  a(-^ 
*«nr\->  tention,  and  could  not  bcfar  that  the  eyfe  of 
a  ftranger  fhould  behold  the  beauty  whont 
they   adored.     When  Mahomet,  the  great 
legiflator  of  the  modern  Perfians,   was  juft 
expiring,  the  laft  advice  that  he  gave  to  his 
faithful  adherents,  was, "  be  watchful  of  your 
"  religion,  and  your  wives*"  Hence  they  pre- 
tend to  derive,  not  only  the  power  of  con- 
finings  but  alfo  of  perfuading  them,  that 
they  hazard  their  falvation  if  they  look  upon 
any  other  man  befidcs  their  hufbands.    The 
Chriftian  religion  informs  us^  that  in   the 
other  world  they  neither  marry  nor  arc  given 
in  marriage;   that  of  Mahomet  teaches  a 
different  doftrine,  which  the  Perfians  believ- 
ing, carry  the  jealoufy  of  Afia  to  the  fields 
of  Elyfium,  and  the   groves  of  Paradife; 
where,  according  to  them,  the  blefled  inha- 
bitants have  their  eyes  placed  on  the  crowii 
of  their  heads,  left  they  (hould  fee  the  wives 
of  their  neighbours.     Were  the  tenets  fanc- 
tified  by  religion,   like  thofe  of  philofophy, 
open   to   the   inveftigation   of  reafon,    the 
Perfians  would  eafily  difcover  the  atikward 
fituation  of  their  faints  in  heaven^  who  can 
.  no  more  fee  their  own  wives  than  thofe  of 
other  people,  without  ftooping;   and  who 

in 
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ip  their  progrefs  from  one  place  to  another,  ^  ^^^  '• 
muft  be  in  perpetual   danger  of  breaking  <y^\j 
their  nofes  againft  every  thing  in  their  way* 

The  Perfian  monarchs  placed  almoft  the 
whole  of  their  grandeur,  and  of  their  enjoy- 
ipent,  in  the  number  and  beauty  of  the. 
women  of  their  feraglios ;  which  being  care- 
fully felefted  from  among  the  faireft,  either 
t^ken  captive  in  war,  or  produced  by  their 
own  dominions,  were  purified  for  their  ufc  by 
a  long  and  tedious  preparation,  luxurioufly 
voluptuous  beyond  any  thing  that  modern 
rffiiiement  has  ever  fuggefted.  Agreeable 
to  an  obfervation  we  made  in  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  every  circumftancc  in  the 
Perfian  hiftory  tends  to  perfuade  us,  that 
the  motive  which  induced  them  to  confine 
their  women  with  fo  much  care  and  folici- 
tude,  was  only  exuberance  of  love  and  af- 
fcftion.  In  the  enjoyment  of  their  fmiles, 
and  their  embraces,  the  happinefs  of  the 
men  confifted,  and  their  approbation  was  an 
incentive  to  deeds  of  glory  and  of  heroifm ; 
for  thefe  reafons,  they  are  faid  to  have  been 
the  firft  who  introduced  the  cuftom  of  car- 
rying their  wives  and  concubines  to  the 
field,  "  That  the  fight,  faid  they,  of  all  that 

''is 
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c  H^A  P.  «  jg  jpg^j.  tQ  U5^  ,j^2^y  animate  us  to  fight 
Ky^r>^  "  more  valiantly".  To  offer  the  lead  vio* 
lence,  to  a  Pcrfiari  woman,  was  to  incur 
certain  death  from  her  hufband  or  guardian; 
nay,  even  their  kings,  though  the  moft  ab-^ 
folute  in  the  univerfe,  could  not  alter  the 
manners  or  cuftoras  of  the  country  which 
concerned  them.*  This  appears  from  thd 
behaviour  of  Cabas,  a  licentious  monarchy 
who,  not  fatisfied  with  the  numerous 
beauties  of  his  feraglio,  iflued  a  decree, 
commanding  the  promifcuous  ufe  of  all 
the  women  of  his  dominions,  whether  mar- 
ried or  unmarried;  but  his  fubjefts  inftead  of 


•  Wictcly  different  from  ihU  U  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  Perfia  By  a  law 
of  that  country  th*  ir  monarch  is  now  author!  fed  to  go  whenever  he 
pleafcs  to  the  haram  of  any  of  his  fubjedts,  and  the  fubjedbon  whofe 
prer<^g..tivc  he  ihlis  encroaches*  fo  far  from  exerting  his  ufual  jealoufy, 
tickons  himfclf  highly  honoured  by  Itcing  royally  comuted  A  langfaf* 
able  (lory  on  thii>  fubjcdl  is  told  of  .^hah  Abbas,  who  having  got  drunk 
at  the  hdufe  of  one  of  his  favourites,  and  intending  to  go  into  the 
apartment  of  his  wives,  was  flopped  by  the  door-keeper,  who  bluntly 
told  him  \  not  a  many  Sir,  heftdcs  my  mafter,  Jball  put  a  muftacho  here  ft 
long  at  I  am  pdrtet  What,  faid  the  king,  doft  thoo  not  know  tnci 
Yes,  anfwered  the  fellow,  I  know  you  are  king  of  the  men,  but  not 
of  the  women.  Shah  Abbas,  plrafed  with  the  anfirer  and  th«  fidelity 
of  the  fervant,  retired  to  hi^  pixUct*  The  faroufiteat  whofe  houfe  Xht 
adventure  happened,  as  foon  aa  he  heard  it,  went  and  fell  at  his  mai^ 
tcr's  feet,  tntrcating  that  he  would  not  impute  to  him  the  crime  com« 
mitted  by  his  dofntOic,  and  adding,  I  have  already  turned  him  awa^ 
from  my  fervice  for  his  prcfumption.  1  am  glad  of  it,  anfwered  the 
king,  for  then  I  will  take  him  into  my  fervice  fur  his  fidelity. 

Complying 


OF    WOMEK.  185 

complying  with  the  ordef ,  rofe  with  indig-  ^  ^^^  ^• 
hdtion^  and  expelled  from  the  throne,  the 
wretch  who  had  endeavoured  to  introduce 
fuch    diforder    aiid    confufion    into    their 
empire^ 

NoTWitMsTANDii^G  this  j^aloufy  whicfl 
Dccafioned  the  confinement  of  the  Tex,  there 
Were  at  the  Perfian  court,  women  who  were 
introduced  on  certain  occafions,  and  with 
wham  every  freedom  might  be  ufed.     This 
we   learn  from   the   ftory  of   Megabyfiis^ 
a  governor  under  Darius ;  who  having  fent 
fome  Perfian  noblemen  to  Amintas,    king 
of  Macedon,  to  require  him  to  do  homage 
to  his  matter;  Amintas  complied  with  the 
requeft^  and  gave  them  a  fplendid  entertain- 
ment.    Towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  they 
defired  that^  according  to  the   ctiftom   of 
their  country,  the  women  might  be  brought 
in,  to  which,  though  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  Greeks,  the  king  confented^     The 
Perfians  heated  with  wine,  and  thinking  they 
.  might  behave  to  the  Grecian  princefTcs  as  to 
the  women  of  Perfia,  began  to  take  feme 
indecent  freedoms;    the  fon  of  Amintas, 
affronted  at  the 'treatment  of  his  fiftfers,  told 
the  Perfians,  that  if  they  would  allow  ti^e 

Vol.  I,  B  b  women^ 
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cH^AP.  vTomen,  in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of 
v-x^wj    Grefece,  to  retire  and  habit  themfelves  in  a 
loofe  manner,  they  would  then  return,  and 
every  one  might  chufe  his  partner  for  the 
night.     The  Perfians  gladly  confented  to 
this  propofal,  the  women  retired,  the  prince 
dreffed  fome  of  the  moll  comely  of  his 
young  warriors  in  loofe  female  habits,  with 
poinards  under  their  cloaths,  and  brought 
them  into  the  room  inftead  of  the  women,  as 
foon  as  the  Perfians  had  each  fixed  upon  his 
partner,  on  a  (ignal  from  the  prince,  every 
one  drew  his  poinard,  and  flaughtered  the 
whole  of  them  on  the  fpot. 

ofthcsy-  Before  we  take  leave  of  thefe  dark 
' '  and  unenlightened  periods,  where  the  hif- 
toric  page  hardly  affords  even  the  glimmer- 
ing of  a  taper  to  dire6l  us  on  our  way,  we 
muft  obferve,  that  there  are  many  other  an- 
cient people  and  nations  whom  we  might 
have  mentioned,  but  have  paffed  over  them 
in  filence,  becaufe  we  are  hardly  acquainted 
with  any  thing  but  their  names;  or,  at  moft, 
with  a  few  of  their  warlike  exploits  and 
revolutions.  We  cannot  help,  however, 
making  a  few  obfervations  on  the  Sybarites, 
the  moft  remarkable  people  q(  antiquity. 

The 
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The  Sybarites,  from  the  imperfeft  ac-  cftAp. 
counts  we  have  of  them,  placed  the  whole  of  ^-/v>j 
their  happinefs  in  finery,  feafting,  indolence, 
and  women.  Their  bodies  were  fo  much 
relaxed  with  floth,  and  their  minds  with  vo- 
luptuoufnefs,  that  the  greateft  affront  which 
could  be  offered  to  any  one,  was  t^  call  him 
a  Sybarite,  an  appellation,  which  compre- 
hended in  it  almofl  every  human  crime,  and 
every  human  folly.  In  grottoes,  cooled  with 
fountains,  their  youth  fpent  a  great  part  of 
their  time  amidfl  fcenes  of  debauchery,  and 
furrounded  with  women,  either  elegantly 
adorned  by  art,  or  fometimes  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  nature.  Women  of  the  firll  qua- 
lity, though  not  difpofed  of  by  auftion, 
were  treated  in  a  manner  fomewhat  fimilar; 
they  were  contended  for,  by  exhibiting 
fhows  and  entertainments  of  fplendour  and 
magnificence,  and  awarded  to  him  who 
blended  the  greatefl  elegance,  with  the  pro- 
fufeft  liberality.  When  any  great  entertain-  . 
incnt  was  defigned,  the  ladies,  who  were 
to  make  a  part  of  the  company,  were  invited 
a  year  before,  that  they  might  have  time  to 
appear  in  all  the  luflre  of  beauty,  and  of 
drefs;  acircumftance  which  plainly  proves 
that  the  Sybarites  did  not,  as  fome  other 

.  B  b  2  nations 
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^^^P'  nations^  value  the  fex  only  as  objefts  of 
c^Y%>  fenfual  pleafure,  but  as  objefts  which  added 
elegance  to  their  fgenes  of  feftivity  and 
grandeur;  and,  perhaps,  becaufe  they  exceU 
led  the  men  in  foftnefs  and  effeminacy, 
qualities  upon  which  the  Sybarites  fet  the 
greateft  value,  and  cultivated  with  the  utr 
moft  affiduity. — Thefe  people,  after  having 
been  for  many  centuries  the  contempt  of  the 
univerfe,  were  at  laft  driven  as  daftards  from 
their  country,  and  entirely  difperfed  by  th^ 
(^rotonianSf 
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CHAP.     VI. 


I 


The  Jamc  Subject  continued. 

N  the  laft  chapter  we  finifhed   the  few  ^"^^' 
curfory  obfervations  we  could  make  on   o-vxj 


Of  the 
Grttk 


thofe  nations,  whofe  hiftory  is  wrapt  in  all 
the  obfcurity  of  remote  antiquity,  we  now  womoi. 
pome  to  the  Greeks ;  a  people  whofe  fame 
has  been  fo  much  trumpeted,  that  we 
are  apt  to  annex  the  idea  of  every  virtue  to 
their  name,  to  confider  them  as  highly  po- 
lifhed  and  civilized,  and  confequently  to 
pxpeft  that,  amongft  them,  the  fair  fex  were 
treated  with  that  indulgence,  and  raifed  to 
that  dignity,  which  they  commonly  enjoy 
in  nations  the  fartheft  advanced  in  the  arts 
of  culture  and  refinement:  But  in  this  ex- 
peftation  we  fliall  be  much  miftaken,  for 

« 

though  the  Greeks  were  a  people  fevcrcly 
virtuous  in  whatever  regarded  their  country, 
they  were  far  from  being  tender  and  humane, 
and  hardly  knew  any  of  thofe  foft  blandifli- 
inents  which  fraooth  the  afperity  of  rugged 

•  male 
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^^f  ^'  male  nature;    and  which,  while  they  render 
o^v>j  u^  more  agreeable  to  the  women,  are  only 
to  be  acquired  in  their  company. 

It  is  obferved  by  an  able  panegyrift  for 
the  fair,  that  the  greateft  refpeft  has  always 
been  paid  them  by  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  na- 
tions. If  this  be  a  faft,  it  naturally  follows, 
that  the  Greeks  forfeited  one  great  claim  to 
that  wifdom  which  has  always  been  attri- 
buted to  them ;  for  we  have  good  reafon  to 
believe  that  they  regarded  their  women  only 
as  inftruments  of  raifing  up  members  to  the 
(late;  confidering  them  in  the  fame  cool, 
difpaffionate,  and  we  may  add,  unfocid  light, 
as  they  confidered  their  fields  which  pro- 
duced the  com  whereby  the  members  of 
that  flate  were  fed.  But  left  we  (hould  be 
fufpeftcd  of  partiality,  let  us  attend  to  fome 
of  the  proofs  of  what  we  have  advanced. 


to  their 
apart- 
ments. 


Confined  fo  admire  a  fine  woman,  it  is  only  ne- 
apart-  ccfTary  to  fee  her;  but  in  order  to  efteem, 
to  regard  the  fex,  we  muft  do  more  than 
fee,  we  muft,  by  focial  intercourfe  and  a 
mutual  reciprocation  of  good  offices,  be- 
come acquainted  with  their  worth  and  excel- 
lence.    This,  to  the  Greeks,  was  a  pleafute 

totally 
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totally  unknown.  Cuftom  had  introduced  chap. 
and  eftablifhed,  the  mode  of  obliging  women  s.y>n<j 
to  live  retired  in  their  own  apartments ;  fo 
that^  if  they  had  any  amiable  qualities,  they 
were  buried  in  perpetual  obfcurity.  Even 
hufbands  were,  in  Sparta,  limited  as  to  the 
times  and  duration  of  the  vifits  made  to 
their  wives,  and  it  was  the  cuftom  at  meals 
for  the  two  fexcs  always  to  eat  feparately. 

Th£  apartments  deftined  for  the  women, 
in  order  to  keep  them  more  private,  were 
always  in  the  back,  and  generally  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  houfe.    The  famous  Helen 
is  faid  to  have  had  her  chamber  in  the  lof- 
tieft  part  of  it,  and  fo  wretched  were  their 
dwellings,  that  even  Penelope  queen  of  Ulyf- 
fes,  feems  to  have  defcended  from  hers  by 
a  ladder;  wit^iin  thefe,  however,  women, 
efpecially  fuch  as  had  no  huft)ands,  whether 
maids  or  widows,  were  clofely  confined; 
the  former  in  fo  ftrift  a  manner  that  they 
could  not  pafs  without  leave  from  one  part 
of  the  houfe  to  another,  left  they  ftiould  b6 
feen;  which,   as  we  learn  from  the   ftory 
of  Antigone,  would  have  been  a  refleftion 
on  their  own  honour,  as  well  as  on  the  care 
and  integrity  of  their  guardians.     New- 
married 


ipa 
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*^*^^^-  married  women  were  almoft  as  ftriflly  con* 
^uTY^o  fined   as   virgins;   Hermione  Was  feverely 
reproved  by  her  old  duenna,   for  appearing 
out  of  doors ;  a  freedom,   which,  fhe  tells 
her,  was  not  ufually  taken  by  women  irt  het 
fituation,  and  which  would  endanger  her  re-^ 
putatiori,    (hould  fhe  happen  to  be  feen; 
Menander  affetts,  that  the  door  was  the  ut-* 
moft  limit  allowed  to  the  freedom  of  a  mar- 
ried woman,  at  leaft,  till  fhe  had  brought 
forth  a  child,  when  her*  keepers  fometimcs 
relaxed  a  little  of  their  feverity;  but  this 
relaxation  was  entirely   an  indulgence   of 
their  hulbands,  who,  perhaps,  thought  themi 
now  either  more  prudent,  or  lefs  the  objefts 
of  temptation;  and  might  flill,  iftheypleaf- 
ed,  retain  them  in  the  fame  rigorous  con- 
finement,  as  we  learn  from  Ariflophanes ; 
who  introduces  an  AtheniaiT  lady,  loudly 
complaining,  that  women  were  confined  to^ 
their  chaitibers,   under  lock  and  key,  and 
guarded  by  mafliffs,  goblins,  or  any  thing 
that  could  frighten  away  admirers. 

caofc  6f       Though  the  Grecian  women  lived  thus 

fincmcnt.  by  thcmfeK  cs^  yet  they  were  not,  like  thofe 

of  Afia,  confined  to  feraglios,  and  obliged 

to  fliare  among  a  great  number  the  fcanty 

favours 
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favours  of  one  man.  Nor  does  their  con-  ^  "^^  p* 
finement  appear  in  fome  cafes  to  have  been  o^y\j 
fo  much  the  efFeft  of  jealoufy,  as  of  indiffer- 
ence. The  men  did  not  think  them  proper 
companions ;  and  that  ignorance^  which  is 
the  refuh  of  a  reclufe  life,  gave  them  too 
good  reafon  to  think  fo.  Nothing  in  Greece 
was  held  in  eftimation,  but  valour  and  elo* 
quence.  Nature  had  difquahfied  the  fair 
fex  for  ]both.  They  were  therefore  confidered 
as  mean  and  contemptible  beings,  much  be- 
neath the  notice  of  heroes  and  of  orators^ 
who  feldom  favoured  them  with  their  com- 
pany, unlefs  prompted  by  animal  appetite, 
or  the  defire  of  propagating  future  orators 
and  heroes*  Thus  dcferted  by  a  fex,  which 
ought  to  be  the  fource  of  knowledge,  the 
underftandings  of  the  women  were  but  fhal- 
low,  and  their  company  unintercfting ;  cir- 
cumflances  which  invariably  happen  in  every 
country  where  the  two  fexes  have  little  com- 
munication with  each  other* 


But  confinement  was  tiot  the  gi'eateft  evil  ^^^^  «* 
which  the  Grecian  women  fuffered;  by  other  andhT^- 
cuftoms.and  laws  they  were  flill  more  op-  ^ip**^cy 

rr    1         x  '  1      •  1        buffered- 

prellcd.    It  was  not  in  their  power  to  do 

any  judicial  aft  without  the  confent  of  a 

Vol*  L  C  c  tutor. 
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CHAP,  tutor,  or  jgu^rdian;  and  fo  little  power  over 
o^v\^  themfelves,  did  the  legiflature  devolve  upon 
women,  though  ripened  by  age  and  experi- 
ence, that  when  the  father  died,  the  fon 
became  the  guardian  of  his  own  mother: 
When  a  woman  was  cited  into  court,  (he 
was  incapable  of  anfwering  without  her 
guardian;  and  therefore  the  words  of  the 
proclamation  were.  We  cite  A.  B.  and  her 
guardian.  No  woman  could  difpofe  of  her- 
felf  in  marriage  without  the  confcnt  of  her 
father,  or  guardian;  and  what  was  worfe, 
could  not  refufe  fuch  a  hufband  as  they 
chofe  for  her.  In  making  a  will,  it  was  not 
only  neceflary  that  the  guardian  fhould  give 
his  confent,  but  that  he  fhould  be  a  party. 
Thefe  fafts  fhcw,  that  the  Greek  women 
were  under  the  moft  complete  tutelage, 
whereby  they  were  deprived  of  almoft  all 
political  exiftence;  and  teach  us  toconfider 
a  guardian  and  his  pupil  as  the  fubftance 
and  the  fhadow,  the  latter  of  which  could 
not  exift  without  the  former.  But  this  is 
-  not  all ;  we  have  already  mentioned  fome 
of  the  flavifli  employments  to  wkich  they 
were  put,  and  fhall  now  add,  that,  in  the 
heroic  ages,  they  did  All  the  fervile  and  do- 
lueftic  offices,  even  fuch  as  were  inconfiflent 

* 

*  with 
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with  the  delicacy  and  modcfty  of  the  fex.  ^  \^  p* 
They  conduced  the  men  to  bed,  dreffed  v^^vxj 
and  undrefled  thenij  attended  them  while 
in  the  baths,  dried  and  perfumed  them  when 
they  came  out  of  them.  Nor  were  thefe, 
and  fuch  other  offices,  only  allotted  to  fcrv- 
ants  or  flaves,  no  rank  was  exempted  from 
them.  The  princefs  Nauffica,  daughter  of 
Alcinous,  carried  her  own  linen  to  the  river 
in  a  chariot,  and  having  wa(hed  and  laid  it 
on  the  bank,  fat  down  by  it,  and  dined  on 
the  provifion  fhe  had  brought  along  with  her. 
When  fuch  was  the  employment  of  their 
own  women  of  rank,  wp  cannot  expeft  that 
captives  (hould  (hare  a  happier  fate;  ac- 
cordingly, we  find  Heftor  lamenting,  that, 
fiiould  Troy  be  taken,  his  wife  would  be 
condemned  to  the  mod  flavilh  drudgery ;  and 
Hecuba  bewailing  her  fate,  in  being  chained 
like  a  dog  at  the  gate  of  Agamemnon. 

If  jealoufy  can  only  arife  from  love,  as 
,the  Lacedemonian  hufbands  had  no  jealoufy, 
it  will  follow  that  they  had  no  love,  for, 
without  any  reluftancy,  they  borrowed  and 
lent  their  wives  among  each  other ;  a  kind 
of  barter  totally  inconfiftent  with  that  fym- 

C  c  2  pathetic 
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^  %i  ^'  p^t^^^tic  union  of  fouls,  which  always  does, 
yj^Y\j  or  ought  to  take  place,  between  hufband 
and  wife :  But  this  was  not  the  only  fingu- 
larity  of  thefe  people;  for,  by  the  laws 
of  Solon,  a  lufty  well-made  young  fellow 
might,  when  he  pleafed,  demand  permiffion 
to  cohahit  with  the  wife  of  any  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  was  lefs  handfome  and  robuft 
than  himffelf,  under  pretence  of  raifing  up 
children  to  the.  ftate,  who  fhould,  like  the 
father,  be  ftrong  and  vigorous ;  and  fuch  an 
unreafonable  demand,  the  hufband  w*s  not 
at  liberty  to  reje£l.  What  ftill  further  fhews 
how  little  delicacy  exifted  in  their  connec- 
tions with  their  wives,  is,  their  conduft  in  a 
war  with  the  Myffinians;  when,  having 
bound  themfelves  by  a  folemn  oath,  not  to 
return  to  their  own  city  till  they  had  revenged 
the  injury  they  had  received,  and  the  war 
having  been  unexpeftedly  protrafted  for  the 
fpace  of  ten  years,  they  began  to  be  afraid 
that  a  longer  abfence  would  tend  grejitly  to 
depopulate  their  ftate;  to  prevent  which, 
they  fent  back  a  certain  number  of  thofe 
who  had  joined  the  army,  after  the  above- 
mentioned  oath  had  been  taken,  with  full 
power  to  cqhabit  with  all  the  wives,  whofc 

|iu(banci§ 
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hufbands  were  abfent*.  Nothing  can  more  ^*^^^* 
plainly  difcover  the  defpicable  condition  of  coro 
the  Grecian  women:  the  ftate,  as  a  body 
politic,  regarded  them  only  as  inftruments 
of  general  propagation;  and  their  hufbands 
indelicately  acquiefced  in  the  idea,  whicH 
they  never  could  have  done,  had  they  been 
aftuated  by  any  thing  but  animal  appetite, 
and  had  not  that  appetite  been  fixed  more 
on  the  fex  than  the  individual. 

Whichever  way  we  turn  ourfelves  in 
the  Grecian  hiftory,  we  meet  with  the  moft 
convincing  proofs  of  the  low  condition  of 
their  women.  Homer  confiders  Helen,  the 
wife  of  Menelaus,  of  little  other  value  than 
as  a  part  of  the  goods  which  were  ftolen 
along  with  her;  and  the  reftitution  of  thefc, 
and  of  her,  are  commonly  mentioned  in  the 
fame  fentence,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fhew, 
that  fuch  reftitution  would  be  confidered  as 


*  Indelicacies  of  a  fimilar  kind  were  prad^ifed  by  other  people  at 
well  as  the  Greeks.  The  Nafamones,  it  is  faid,  obliged  a  bride  on  the 
fird  night  of  her  marriage,  to  proflitute  hcrfelf  to  all  the  men  who  were 
at  f  he  wedding,  ai)4  iA  return,  they  each  prefented  her  with  fomething 
towards  her  fortune.  A  cuftom  not  much  diiFecent,  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
formerly  been  obferved  by  the  Scots,  but  by  the  difagrrement  of  hido- 
rians,  itsexiftence  has  been  rendered  uncertain.  In  ancient  Lybia,  (t 
js  aUb  iaidy  that  the  king  might  claim  the  firlt  night  of  every  bride. 

&  full 
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CH;AP»  a  full  reparation  of  the  injury  fuftained;  fa 
v,/w>  that  Menelaus  did  not  place  the  crime  of 
Paris  in  having  debauched  his  wife,  but  in 
ha\ing  ftolen  from  him  to  the  amount  of  fo 
much  value.  The  fame  author,  in  cele- 
brating Penelope,  the  wife  of  Ulyffes,  for 
rcfufing  in  his  abfence  fo  many  fuitors,  does 
not  appear  to  place  the  merit  of  her  conduft 
in  a  fuperior  regard  to  chaftity,  or  in  love 
to  her  hulband;  but  in  prcferving  to  his  fa- 
mily the  dowry  (he  had  brought  along  with 
her,  which  on  a  fecond  marriage,  muft  have 
been  reflored  to  her  father  Icarius.  And 
though  Telemachus  is  always  reprefentcd  as 
a  moft  dutiful  fon,  we  find  him  reproving 
his  mother  in  a  manner,  which  (hews  that 
the  fex  in  general  were  not  treated  vfith 
foftnefs  and  delicacy,  however  dignified,  or 
with  whatever  authority  invefted. 

Your  widowed  hours,  apart,  with  &male  toil. 
And  various  labours  of  the  loom,  beguile. 
There  rule,  from  palace  cares  remote  and 

free. 
That  care  to  man  belong.<;,  and  moft  to  me. 

From  the  celebration  of  fomc  of  their  pub- 
lic games,  women  were  prohibited  by  the 

fevereft 


O  F     W  O  M  £  N.  <ig^ 

feveteft  penalty :  to  the  feftival  at  Eleufis,  ^  ^,^  ^' 
they  were  not  to  go  in  chariots :  In  fomc  v>rs"v> 
laws,  they  were  clafled  with  flaves.  Wo- 
men and  flaves  were  forbid  to  praftife  phyfic. 
It  was  a  cuftom  in  Greece  to  expofe.  fuch 
children  as  parents  thought  thcmfclves  un- 
able to  maintain,  or  not  likely  to  derive  any 
advantage  from.  Daughters,  accordijig  to 
Poffidippjis,  being  more  coftly  in  their  edu- 
cation, and  lefs  likely  to  be  beneficial  after- 
ward, were  more  frequently  treated  in  this 
inanner  than  fons. 

• 
A  man,  though  poor,  will  not  expofe  his  fon; 
But  if  he's  rich,  will  fcarce  preferve  his 
daughter. 

Of  all  the  Greeks,  the  Thebans  were  the 
only  people  who  had  a  pofitive  law  againfl 
this  horrid  cuftom. 

Let    us    now    turn    to   the   other  fide  '•"^''««" 
of  the  pifture,  and  take  a   view   of   the  Greek 
privileges  beftowed  by  law  or  cuftom  on  the  ^'^"^*"- 
Greek  women.     In  the  earlier  ages  they 
were  allowed  a  vote  in  the  public  afiemblics, 
a  privilege  which  was  afterwards  taken  from 
them.  They  fucceeded  equally  with  brothers 

to 
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^  "vt.  ^  ^^  ^^^^  inheritance  of  their  fathers ;  and  to 
v./N"o  the  whole  of  th^it  inheritance  if  they  had 
no  brothers.  But  to  this  laft  privilege  was 
always  annexed  a  circumftancc,  which  muft 
have  been  extremely  difagreeable  to  every 
woman  of  fentiment  and  feeling.  An  heirefs 
\vas  obliged,  by  the  laws  of  Greece,  to 
marry  her  neareft  relation,  that  the  eftate 
might  not  go  out  of  the  family;  and  this 
relation,  in  cafe  of  her  refufal,  had  a  right 
to  fue  for  the  delivery  of  her  perfon,  as  we 
do  for  goods  and  chattels.  But,  on  the 
other  fide,  as  it  fometimes  happened  that 
this  claimant  was  old  or  impotent,  it  was 
provided  by  law,  that  if  he  did  not,  in 
a  convenient  time,  make  it  appear  by  the 
pregnancy  of  his  wife,  that  he  had  per- 
formed the  duty  of  a  hufband,  fhe  might 
apply  to  any  one  flie  pleafed  for  that 
purpofe. 

He  who  divorced  his  wife,  was  obliged 
either  to  return  her  dowry,  or  pay  her  fo 
much  per  month  by  way  of  maintenance.  He 
who  raviftied  a  free  woman,  was  conftrained 
in  fomc  flates  to  marry  her,  in  others  to  pay 
a  hundred,  and  in  others  again,  a  thoufand 
drachmas.    But  what  refleds  more  honour 

on 
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on  the  Greeks  than  any  thing  we  find  in  ^ ".  ^  p. 
their  behaviour  towards  women,  is  the  care  sj^y\j 
they  took  of  female  orjrfians.  ^'  He  who  is 
**  the  next  in  blood  (fays  their  law)  to  an 
**  orphan  virgin,  who  hath  no  fortune,  {hall 
many  her  himfelf,  or  fettle  a  fortune  upon 
htf,  according  to  his  quality;  if  their  be 
many  relations,  all  equally  allied,  all  of 
them,  according  to  their  feveral  qualities, 
''  (hall  contribute  fomething  towards  her  for- 
''  tune/'  After  all,  when  we  impartially  confi- 
der  the  good  and  ill  treatment  of  the  Grecian 
women,  we  find  that  the  balance  was  much 
againft  them,  and  may  therefore  conclude, 
that  though  the  Greeks  were  erdinent  in  arts^ 
though  they  were  illuftrious  in  arms ;  yet  in 
politenefs  and  elegance  of  manners,  the 
higheft  pitch  to  which  they  ever  arrived,  wa^ 
only  a  few  degrees  above  favage  barbarity. 

In  the  more  early  periods  of  the  Roman  ^  ****^ 
republic,  as  in  the  infancy  of  almofl  all  the  womta. 
ancient  nations,  we  find  every  thing  involved 
in  fable.  Immortality  and  mortality  hardly 
diftinguifliable  from  each  other.  Heroes 
and  demigods,  nymphs  and  goddeiles,  em« 
ployed  in  almoft  ^very  a6lion,  and  reiiding 
in  every  grove.  While  clouded  with  fuch 

Vol.  L  D  d  romantic 
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^"^^^-  romantic  ignorance,    the  Romans  were  ^ 
vyvx;  people  but  little  acquainted  with  decency, 
,       and  entire'  ftrangers  to  that  delicacy  which 
takes  place  between  the  two  fcx:es,  among 
nation*  tolerably  advanced  in  civilization 
and  fociety^    At  their  firft  appearance,  is 
an  independant  ftate^  they  were  an  handful 
of  robbers,  or  banditti;   and  one  of  the  firft 
of  their  memorable  aftions,  Was  the  capture 
of  fome'  young  women,  to  enable'  them  to 
raife  up  members  to  the  ftate  they  had 
erefted :  to  thefe  women,  however,  they  be^ 
haved  in  a  manner  that  we  have  feldom  aft 
opportunity  of  obfendng  among  a  people 
fo  little  cultivated.    They  treated  them  with 
fo  much  kindnefs,  and  had  the  addrefs  fo  to 
pleafe  them,  that  they  abfolutely  refufed  to 
be  refetted  from  their  raviftiers.      But  as 
many  of  our  female  readers  may  not  be 
acquainted  with  this  hiftory,  we  fhall  give 
a  fhort  fketch  of  it. 

Rape  of  When  Romulus,  the  founder  of  Rome, 
tiripuf.  had  formed  his  infant  republic,  finding  that 
he  had  no  women,  and  that  none,  of  thef 
neighbouring  nations  would  give  their 
daughters  in  marriage  to  men  whom  they 
confidered  as  a  fet  of  lawlefs  banditti ;  he' 

was 
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was  obliged  by  firatagem  to  procure  for  ^^f^' 
them  what  he  could  not  obtain  by  intreaty« 
Accordingly,  he  proclaimed  a  folemn  feaft^ 
and  an  exhibition  of  games .  iq  honour  of 
Equeftrian  Neptune;  and  having  by  that 
means  gathered  a  great  number  of  people 
together,  on  a  fignal  given,  the  Romans, 
with  drawn  fwords  in  their  hands,  ruflied 
among  the  ftrangers,  and  forcibly  carried 
away  a  great  number  of  their  daughters. 
The  next  day  Romulus  himfelf  diftributed 
them  as  wives  to  thofe  of  his  citizens,  who 
had  thus  by  violence  taken  them  away*^ 
From  fo  rude  a  beginning,  and  among  a 
people  fo  fevers  and  inflexible  as  thp  Ror 
mans,  it  is  not  unnfttural  that  the  reader 
fhould  f^^pi^Si  to  find  their  women  treated  in 
the  fame  indignant,  if  not  in  a  worfe  manner, 
than  they  were  among  the  nations  wc  have 
already  mentioned.*  In  this,  however,  he  will 
be  miQ:aken ;  it  was  the  Romans  who  firfl: 
gave  to  the  fex  public  liberty,  who  firft  pro- 
perly cultivated  their  minds,  and  thought 
it  as  neceflary  to  do  fo  as  to  adorn  their 
bodies.    Amqng  thepa  were  they  |irft  fitted 

*  This  is  what  we  frequently  find  mentioned  in  bifbiy,  by  the  name 
pf  the  Rape  of  the  Sabine  Virj;ins. 

D  d  3  for 
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c.H  A  P.  fo,.  fodcty,  and  for  becoming  ratiQtial  comJ 
Lnrsj  panions ;  and  among  them,  was  it  firft  de- 
monftrated  to  the  worlds  that  they  were 
capable  of  great  a£iions,  and  defervedl  a 
better  fate  than  to  be  (hut  up  in  feraghos/ 
and  kept  only  as  the  pageants  of  grandeur, 
or  inftruments  of  fatisfying  illicit  love; 
truths  which  the  fequel  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Sabine  women  will  amply  confirm. 

The  violent  capture  of  thefe  young  wo- 
men by  the  Romans,  was  highly  refented ' 
by  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  efpeci* 
ally  by  the  Sabines,  to  whom  the  greateft- 
part  of  them  belonged.  They  fent  to  de* 
mand  reflitutioh  of  their  daughters,  prdmif* 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  an  alliafnce,  and 
liberty  of  intermarrying  with  the  Romans, 
Ihould  the  demand  be  complied  with.  But 
Romulus  not  thinking-  it  expedient  to  part 
with  the  only  poflible  means  he  had  of  raif- 
ing  future  citizens ;  inftead  of  granting  what 
they  a(ked,  demanded  of  the  Sabines  that 
they  Ihould  confirm  the  marriages  of  their 
daughters  with  the  Romans.  Thefe  confer- 
ences, at  laft,  produced  a  treaty  of  peace ; 
the  treaty,  like  many  others  of  the  fame 
pature^  ended  in  st  more  ipveterate  war. 

The 
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The  Roman  gained  fome  advantages.    The  ^  ^^  p- 
Sabines    retired;     and    having    breathed   vyy><j 
a  while,  fent  a  fccond  embafly  to  demand' 
their  daughters,  were  again  refufed;  and^ 
again  commenced  hodilities.     Being  thir> 
time  more  fuccefsful,  they  befieged  Romu- 
lus in  his  citadel  of  Rome,  and  threatened 
immediate  deftruflion  to  him  and  all  his 
people,  unlefs  their  daughters  were  reftored* 
In  this  alarming  (ituation,  Herfilia,  wife  of 
Romulus,  demanded  an   audience  of  the^ 
fenate,  and  laid  before  it  a  defign  the  wo- 
men had  formed  among  themfel ves,  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  hufbands,  which* 
was,  to  aft  the  part  of  mediators  between 
the  contending  parties*     Their  mediation 
being  accepted,  a  decree  was  immediately> 
pafled,  permitting  them  to  go  on  the  pro- ' 
pofed  negociation ;  and  only  requiring,  that 
each  of  them  (hould  leave  one  of  her  child* 
ren  as  a  fecurity  that  flie  would  return;  the: 
reft,  they  were  allowed  to  carry  with  thera, » 
as  objefts  which  might  more  effeftually  move 
companion.     Thus  authorized^  they  laid' 
aiide  their  ornaments,  put  on  mourning, 
and  carrying  their  children  in  their  arms, 
advanced  to  the  camp  of  the  Sabines,  and 
threw  thei^relves  at  the  feet  of  thdr  fathers : 

and 
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^"^^-  and  relations.     The  Sabine  king,  having 

O'rvj  aflembled  his  chief  officers,  ordered  the  fup- 

plicants  tp  declare  for  what  purpofe  tliey 

were  come ;  which  Herfilia  did  in  fo  pathetic 
a  manner^  that  {he  brought  on  a  conference 
between  the  chiefs  of  the  two  nations,  and 
the  conference  fopn  ended  in  ai)  arnicable 
allianc^f 

priviicgei      ^g  ^  reward  for  this  important  fervic? 

jt^fmln  of  the  Sabine  women,  feveral  privileges  and 
marks  of  di{lin£iion  were  granted  them  by 
the  fehate  of  Rome,  All  in^modeft  and 
licentious  difcourfes  were  forbid  in  their 
prefence.  No  indecent  obje6is  were  to  fee 
brought  before  them.  Every  one  was>  or^ 
dered  to  give  way  to  them  in  the  ftreet.  In 
capital  cafes,  they  were  exempted  from  the 
jurifdiftiori  of  the  ordinary  judges.  And 
laftly,  their  children  were  allowed  to  wear 
a  golden  ball  hanging  at  their  breaft,  and 
to  be  clothed  with  a  particular  robe,  called 
PreUxta.  But  all  thefe  honours  and  privi- 
leges not  being  thought  fufficient,  a  feftival 
was,  fome  time  after,  inftituted,  and  called 
Matronaliayin  honour  of  the  Sabine  matrons. 
At  this  feftival,  the  ^oman  matrons  ferved 
their  flaves  at  table,  and  received  prcfents 

fronj 
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from  their  hufbands;  facrificcs  were  then  ^'L^^• 
alfo  offered  to  Juno  Lucina,  to  induce  her  unro 
to  a0i|l  them  in  child'-bearing. 

FrokI  a  fervice!  fo  fiirnaL  conferred  by  ^awsand 
women  on  an  infant  republic,  and  from  the  reOmn. 
pecfuliay  notice  taken  of  that  fervice,  it  is  ^^^ 
natural  to  conclude  that  the  Romans  were 
then  a  cultivated  people,  and  that  their  wo- 
men were  treated  with  all  that  foftnefs  and 
indulgence  due  to  the  tendernefs  of  their 
fek.     Such  a  conclufion,  however,  would 
be  erroneous,  for  they  were  at  this  period 
ftrangers  to  evelry  foftnefs  and  refinement  of 
manners,  and  the  honours  beftowed  on  the 
Sabine  women  were  only  fudden  and  indi- 
gefted  effufions  of  gratitude,  which  did  not 
operate  uniformly  on  the  whole  of  their 
condufl  towards   a  fex,    that  nature  and 
obligation  ought  to  have  rendered  dear  to 
them^ 

The  Itoraan  women,  as  well  as  the 
Greeks,  were  under  perpetual  guardian- 
ftiip,  and  wefe  nbt  at  any  age,  nor  in  any 
condition,  ever  trufted  with  the  management 
of  their  own  fortunes.  They  were  in  cafe 
of  wills,  and  perhaps  in  other  cafes,   not . 

admit- 
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c  HA  P.  admitted  as  evidence*  Every'  father  bad  a 
L/»j  power  of  life  and  death  over  his  daughters; 
but  this  power  was  not  reftrided  to  daught-^ 
ers  only,  it  extended  to  fons  alfo.  Sumptuary 
laws,  generally  more  grievous  to  women 
than  to  men,  as  they  reftrain  their  moft 
darling  paifions,  were  long  in  force  at 
Rome.  The  Oppian  law  prohibited  them 
from  having  more  than  half  an  ounce  of 
gold  employed  in  ornamenting  their  per* 
fons,  from  wearing  cloaths  of  divers  colours^ 
and  from  riding  in  chariots,  either  in  the 
city  or  a  thoufand  paces  round  it.  They 
were  ftriftly  forbid  to  ufe  wine,  or  even  to 
have  in  their  pofFeffion  the  key  of  any  place 
where  it  was  kept,  for  either  of  which  faults 
they  were  liable  to  be  divorced  by  their 
hu  (bands ;  and  fo  careful  were  the  Romans 
in  reftraining  their  women  from  wine,  that 
they  are  fuppofed  to  have  firft  introduced 
the  cuftom  of  faluting  their  female  relations 
and  acquaintances,  on  entering  into  thehoufe 
of  a  friend  or  neighbour,  that  they  might 
difcover  by  their  breath  whether  they  had 
tailed  any  of  that  liquor.  This  ftriftnefs, 
however  began  in  time  to  be  relaxed,  till  at 
laft,  luxury  and  debauchery  becoming  too 
ftrong  for  every  law,  the  women  indulged 

them* 
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themfelves  in  equal  liberties  with  the  men.  char 
But  fuch  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  earlier  ages  o-vx^ 
of  Rome,  Romulus  even  permitted  hufbands 
to  kill  their  wives  if  they  found  them  drinks 
ing  wine;  and  if  we  may  believe  Valerius 
MaximuS)  Egnatius  Metellus,  having  de* 
tefted  his  wife  drinking  wine  out  of  a  cafk, 
aftually  made  ufe  of  this  permiiTion,  and 
was  by  Romulus  acquitted.  Fabius  Pi6lor 
relates,  that  the  pai'ents  of  a  Roman  lady, 
having  detefted  her  picking  the  lock  of  a 
ehcft  which  contained  fomc  wine,  fliut  her 
up  and  ftarved  her  to  death.   * 

Women  were  liable  to  be  divorced  by 
their  hufbands  almoft  at  pleafure,  provided 
the  portion  yas  returned  which  they  had 
brought  along  with  them.  They  were  alfo 
liable  to  be  divorced  for  barrennefs,  which, 
if  it  could  be  conftrued  into  a  fault,  was  at 
leaft  the  fault  of  nature,  and  might  fome- 
times  be  that  of  the  hufband.  Thefe  were 
fome,  but  not  all  of  the  difad vantages  attend- 
ing the  Roman  women;  a  few  fumptuary 
laws,  a  fubordination  to  the  men,  and  a  to- 
tal want  of  authority,  do  not  fo  remarkably 
affeft  the  fex,  as  to  be  coldly  and  indeli- 
cately treated  by  their  hufbands  and  lovers. 
Vol,  I.  E  e  Such 
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CHAP.  Such  a  treatment  is  touching  them  in.  the 
crvN^  tendered  part ;  but  fuch,  however,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe,  they  often  met  with  from 
the  Romans,  who  had  not  yet  learned,  as 
in  modern  times,  to  blend  the  rigidity  of  the 
patriot,  and  roughnefs  of  the  warrior,  with 
that  foft  and  indulging  behaviour,  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  our  modem  patriots  and  heroes* 
But  hu (bands  not  only  themfelves  behaved 
roughly  to  their  wives,  they  even  fometimes 
permitted  their  fervants  and  flaves  to  do  the 
fame ;  the  principal  Eumich  of  Juftinian  the, 
Second,  threatened  to  chaftife  the  Emprefs^ 
his  mafter's  wife,  in  the  manner  that  children 
are  chaftifed  at  fchool^  if  {he  did  HOt  obey 
his  orders. 

We  have  already  mentioned  fome  of  the 
honours  and  privileges  of  the  Roman  wo- 
men; and  the  following,  which  we  Ihall 
add,  will  (hew,  that  upon  the  whole,  their 
condition  was  much  preferable  to  that  of 
the  women  of  any  other  people  we  have 
hitherto  mentioned. 


Honour!  jjj  endcavouring  to  point  out  fome  of 
on  the  the  particular  honours  conferred  on  the  Ro- 
Roman     ^^j^  ladics,  iu  pcHods  poilerior  to  thefe  we 

women*  "*  *  - 

have 
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* 

have  already  run  over,  wc  fliall  not  intro*  ^  ^yf  ^* 
duce  the  ftory  of  Lucretia^  whofe  tragical 
exit  was  produdive  of  fo  much  blood  and 
deveftation;  nor  of  Virginea,  whofe  end, 
if  poffible,  ftill  more  tragical,  almoft  over- 
turned the  empire  of  Rome.  Thefe  effe£ls 
were,  perhaps,  more  the  refult  of  an  honeft 
indignaton  againft  ravi(hers  and  murderers, 
than  proofs  of  a  general  regard  for  the  fex. 
Beauty  in  every  country  has  had  a  power 
of  commanding  love,  and  private  friendfhips 
between  individuals  of  the  different  fexes, 
have  every  where  been  produftive  of  regard; 
but  when  public  honours  and  privileges 
were  granted  to  the  fex  by  a  legiflative 
body,  which  like  the  fenate  of  Rome,  was 
too  old  to  be  influenced  by  beauty,  or  fwayed 
by  paflion,  they  were  the  ftrongeft  proofs 
which  can  poffibly  be  adduced  of  female 
merit, 

« 

The  public  honours  conferred  on  the  Sa- 
bine women  we  have  already  mentioned; 
the  Romans,  however,  did  not  confine  ho- 
norary rewards  to  them  only,  but  indifcri- 
minately  beftowed  them  on  the  fex  when- 
ever merited.  They  hung  up  the  diftaff  of 
Tanacjuil,  the  confort  of  Tarquin,  in  the 

E  e  2  temple 
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CHAP,  temple  of  Hercules;  not  only  as  a  public 
0^y>o  acknowledgment  of  the  proper  ufe  fhe  had 
made  of  it,  but  alfo  as  a  motive  to  encou- 
rage others  to  follow  fo  laudable  an  example. 
When  Coriolanus,  in  revenge  for  fome  af- 
front offered  him  at  Rome,  was  ready  at  the 
head  of  a  viftorious  army  of  the  Volfci,  to 
lay  that  city  inalhes;  when  the  tears  and 
prayers  of  his  friend?,  of  the  nobility,  and 
even  of  the  venerable  fenate,  were  infufH- 
cient  to  divert  the  ftorm ;  Veturia,  his  mo- 
ther, aflifted  by  the  Roman  matrons,  having 
prevailed  on  him  to  lay  afide  his  refentment; 
the  fenate  dcfired  that  thofe  engaged  in  this 
affair  fliould  afk  any  favour  they  thought 
proper ;  when,  unambitious  of  rewards,  they 
only  begged  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
build,  at  their  own  expence,  a  temple  to  the 
fortune  of  women.  The  fenate,  furprifed 
at  fo  much  difintereftedncfs,  ordered  the 
temple  to  be  immediately  built  on  the  fpot 
where  Coriolanus  had  been  prevailed  upon 
to  facrifice  his  refentment  to  the  love  of  his 
country;  which  being  comple^^ted,  Veturia 
was  confecrated  prieflefs.  A  Diftator  of 
.  Rome  having  vowed  to  dedicate  a  golden 
vafe  of  a  certain  weight  to  Apollo,  and  the 
fenate  not  being  abl?  to  procure  ^  fufficient 

quantity 
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quantity  of  gold  to  make  it,  the  ladies  vo»  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
luntarily  pjirted  with  many  of  their  trinkets  v./vxj 
for  that  purpofe.  The  fenate,  ftruck  with 
the  unfolicited  generofity,  decreed  that  fu- 
neral orations  ftiould  from  that  time  be 
made  for  the  women  as  well  as  for  the  men, 
and  that  they  ftiould  be  allowed  to  ride  in 
chariots  at  the  public  games. 

The  facred  funftion  of  miniftering  at  the 
altars  of  the  gods  has,  in  moft  countries, 
been  wholly  referved  for  the  men;  but  this 
was  not  the  cafe  at  Rome,  they  had  priellef- 
fes  as  well  as  priefts,  who  officiated  in  feveral 
of  their  temples.  Befides  thefe,  they  had  a 
peculiar  order  of  priefteffes,  called  Veftals, 
who  refided  in  the  temple^  of  Vefta,  whofe 
office  was  to  preferve  the  facred  fire  of  the 
goddefs  in  perpetual  vigour,  and  guard  the 
palladium*.  The  prerogatives  of  this  or- 
der demonftrate  not  only  the  confidence 
which  the  Romans  had  in  their  women,  but 
alfo  the  regard  they  paid  to  their  religion. 
The  Roman  cenfor  had  a  power  of  infpeft- 
ing  the  manners,   and  punifhing  the  faults 

*  The  (latue  of  Pallas,   "which  the  Romans  believed  would  fec^rf 
(heir  city  from  being  taken  To  long  ab  it  remained  there. 

of 
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CHAP,  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people;  the  two 
v-rv>j  confuls,  the  prefeft  of  the  city,  the  king 
of  the  facrifices,  and  the  eldeft  of  the  vef- 
tal  virgins  only  excepted.  When  the  prin- 
cipal magiftrates,  even  though  confuls,  met 
a  veflal,  they  gave  way  to  her.  Any  infult 
offered  to  a  veftal  was  punifhed  with  deaths 
If  any  of  the  order  happened  to  meet  a 
criminal  carrying  to  execution,  he  was  im* 
mediately  releafed,  provided  the  veftal  af- 
firmed the  meeting  was  accidental.  They 
were  the  only  women  whofe  evidence  was 
received  in  courts  of  juftice.  They  were 
the  umpires  of  the  differences  which  hap- 
pened between  perfons  of  the  firft  rank. 
They  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  being  in- 
terred in  the  city,  a  liberty  feldom  granted 
even  to  the  greateft  heroes;  and  in  their 
hands,  as  in  an  inviolable  afylum,  were  de- 
pofited  the  wills  and  teftaments  of  fuch  as 
were  afraid  that  frauds  and  forgeries  might 
be  committed  by  their  relations.  When  the 
deification  of  emperors  and  of  heroes  became 
faftiionable  at  Rome,  the  women  foon  alfo 
infmuated  themfelves  into  this  fpecies  of  ho- 
nour; their  ftatues  were  fet  up  in  the  tem- 
ples, and  public  facrifices  were  offered  to, 
and  incenfe  burnt  before  them.   The  higheft 

honour 
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honour  that  could  be  conferred  on  a  Roman^  ^  ".f  ^* 
who  had  been  flain  in  the  defence  of  his  l/vnj 
country^  was  to  be  buried  in  the  field  of 
Mars;  an  honour  which^  in  length  of  time, 
came  alfo  to  be  (hared  by  illuftrious  women. 
Among  the  Romans,  women  generally  ate 
and  drank  with  the  men^  and  in  later  times 
were  even  admitted  to  their  convival  meet- 
ings ;  liberties,  which  in  fo  full  an  extent, 
we  have  not  hitherto  found  them  enjoying; 
they  alfo  (hared  the  honours  and  even  titles 
of  their  hufbands^  and  in  the  reign  of  Helio* 
gabalus,  honours  of  a  nature  not  ufually 
beftowed  on  the  fex,  were  inftituted  for 
them ;  this  excentric  monarch,  gave  his  mo* 
ther  a  feat  and  vote  in  the  fenate,  and  fome- 
time  after  inftituted  a  female  fenate,  and 
placed  her  at  the  head  of  it.  The  bufinefs 
of  this  auguft  affembly  was  to'regulate  the 
important  affairs  of  drefs  and  faftiion,  to 
determine  who  were  qualified  to  keep  a 
chariot  or  fumpter  horfe,  who  ftiould  only 
be  allowed  to  ride  on  an  afs,  who  (hould  be 
drawn  in  a  car  by  mules,  and  who  by  oxen. 
What  ladies  fhould  be  allowed  the  flatter- 
ing indulgence  of  being  carried  in  a  chair, 
and  what  fort  of  chairs  they  ftiould  ufe, 
whether  of  leather,  bone,  ivory,  or  filver. 

And 
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^  ^^^  ^-  And  laftly^  who  ftiould  enjoy  the  envied  dif- 
*w^v\j  tinftion  of  wearing  gold  and  jewels  on  their 
ftioes.  We  have  no  doubt  that  this  fenate 
had  full  employment  in  regulating  fhefe- 
matters  while  it  exifted,  but  it  expired  with 
its  defpicable  founder,  nor  w^as  ever  again 
cftablilhed  by  any  fuccccding  Emperor- 

Romans  fiut  amidft  all  thefe  honours,  and  all 
the  women  thefc  pubUc  teftimonies  of  approbation^  we 
of  con-  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Romans 
facrificcd  more  to  merit  than  to  love; 
and  that  while  their  women  (hared  with 
them  almoft  every  honour  and  every  privi* 
lege,  they  were  in  general  treated  rather 
with  the  cool  efleem  of  friendfhip,  than  with 
the  warm  indulgence  of  tendernefs  and  af- 
feftion.  If  the  whole  tenor  of  their  condu£l 
gives  us  reafon  to  think  that  fuch  was  their 
behaviour  to  their  own  women,  we  have  but 
too  many  undoubted  proofs  of  their  behav- 
ing IHU  worfe  to  the  unhappy  captives  of 
the  fex,  who  fell  into  their  hands  in  war; 
their  political  virtue  was  fo  rigid  and  fevere, 
that  it  never  fuffered  humanity  in  the  leaft 
to  interfere  where  the  intereft  of  their  coun- 
try  was  concerned.  Hence,  in  order  to 
aggrandize  the  Romaji  name,    and  ftrike 

terror 
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terror  into  conquered  nations,  they  often  ^"^^^* 
dragged  beauty  and  grandeur  at  the  wheels  sy^v\j 
of  their  triumphal  chariots,  and  expofed 
queens  and  princeffcs,  without  regard  of 
rank  or  of  fex,  to  degradations,  and  to  tor*- 
tures  that  even  a  favage  would  blufti  for. 
Not  contented  with  'raviihing,  they  alfo 
fcourged  the  daughters  of  the  Britifli  queen 
Boadicea.  After  they  had  overcome  the 
army  of  the  Ambrones,  their  women  being 
in  a  fortified  camp,  for  fometime  defended 
themfelves ;  but  finding  they  were  not  able 
to  hold  out,  defired  to  capitulate,  and  re- 
quired no  other  condition  than  that  their 
chaftity  fhould  not  be  violated^  Even  this 
fingle  condition  was  not  granted  by  the 
cruel  and  libidinous  Romans.  But  we  will 
not  proceed  to  blacken  the  hiftoric  page  with 
a  lift  of  fuch  enormous  crimes* 
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CHAP.     VII. 

The  fame   SubjeB  continued. 

CHAP,  npHE  Ccltcs,  Gauls,  Germans,  and  other 
o^vxj  -*■  northern  njsttions,  upon  whom  Tacitus 
and  his  contemporary  writers  fo  liberally 
beftow  the  epithet  of  Barbarians,  were,  in 
feveral  i^pefts,  lefs  Co  than  the  Romans^ 
who  thought  themfelvcs  and  the  Greeks, 
the  only  poliflied  people  upon  the  globe; 
the  greater  part  of  thefe  nations  treated  their 
women,  if  not  with  politenefs,  at  leaft  with 
a  regard  fuperior  to  that  of  thofe  very 
Romans  who  gave  them  fo  horrid  an  ap- 
pellation. 

In  Germany,  when  the  regal  dignity  de- 
fcended  to  women,  they  allowed  them  to 
enjoy  it,  and  they  often  governed  with  a 
fteadinefs  and  fagacity  which  did  honour  to 
the  fex,^  and  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
n^ghboiTring  nations ;  the  grcateft  heroes 
neither  difdained  to  fight  under  their  ban- 
ners, nor  to  be  regulated  by  their  councils, 
as  they  imagined  they  were  endowed  with  a 

kind 
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kind  of  oracular  wifdom,  and  a  prudence  ^  ^^f  ^* 
more  than  human.  The  ancient  Germans,  y.jnr\>j 
in  their  treaties  with  one  another,  gave  fe« 
male  hoftages ;  and  by  thefe  they  reckoned 
themielves  more  firmly  engaged  than  by  an 
equal,  or  even  a  fuperior  number  of  the 
other  fex. .  In  their  warlike  excurfions,  they 
carried  their  women  along  with  them,  fome- 
times  even  to  the  field  of  battle,  where  their 
cries  and  (houts  ferved  to  intimidate  their 
enemies,  to  animate  their  friends  with  mar- 
tial ardour,  and  fometimes  to  inflame  and 
iupport  them,  when  ready  to  yield  to  fupe- 
rior numbers,  or  more  fteady  difcipline» 
The  approbation  of  the  fair  they  efteemed 
as  the  moft  honourable  reward  of  their 
bravery,  and  for  them,  as  being  what  they 
valued  moft,  they  fought  with  the  moft  de- 
*  termined  refolution.  When  they  had  turned 
their  backs  on  the  enemy,  their  wives  often 
painted  fo  pathetically  the  horrors  of  cap- 
tivity, that  they  prevailed  upon  them  to 
return  to  the  charge,  rather  than  fubmit 
themfelves  to  fuch  indignity.  A  civil  war 
having  once  arifen  among  the  Gauls,  to 
decide  the  quarrel,  two  armies  were  drawn 
out  into  the  field,  extended  front  to  front, 
guid   juft  ready   to  commence  a  dreadful 
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^  vii  ^'  carnage ;  the  women  with  difhevelled  hair 
^•v^^  ruflied  between  them,  put  a  flop  to  the  work 
of  deftru6lion,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  re- 
concile them  to  each  other.  From  that 
time  forward,  the  Gauls  admitted  the  women 
to  their  councils,  when  peace  or  war  was  to 
be  debated ;  and  from  that  time  alfo,  fuch 
differences  as  arofe  between  them  and  their 
allies,  were  terminated  by  female  negocia- 
tion;  as  a  confirmation  of  this,  we  find  it 
ftipulated  in  their  treaty  with  Hannibal,  that 
Ihould  the  Gauls  have  any  compl^nt  againft 
the  Carthaginians,  the  matter  (hould  be  fet-^ 
tied  by  the  Carthaginian  general ;  but  {hould 
the  Carthaginians  have  any  complaint  againft 
the  Gauls,  it  ftiould  be  referred  to  the  Gaul-^ 
ifti  women.  The  Goths  obliged  him  who 
debauched  a  virgin  to  marry  her,  if  (he  was 
equal  to  him  in  rank ;  if  not,  he  was  con- 
ftrained  to  give  her  a  fortune  equal  to  his 
own  condition ;  if  he  had  no  fortune  to  give, 
he  was  condemned  to  death ;  becaufe  a  wo-, 
man  thus  dilhonoured,  had  no  chance  of 
'  obtaining  a  hufband  without  a  fortune ;  and 
becaufe  it  was  by  marriage  only  that  a  ftate 
could  be  properly  peopled. 


To 
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To  thcfc  proofs  of  the  regard,  and  even  ^  ^^f  '• 
of  the  veneration,  which  the  ancient  inhabi^^  <./^^v> 
tants  of  the  North  paid  to  their  women,  wc 
Ihall  add,  that  they  confidered  them  as  hav*^ 
ing  fomething  facred  in  their  chara£ier,  as 
endowed  with  a  forefight  of  future  events, 
as  interpreters  of  the  Divine  will  in  this 
world,  and  as  a  part  of  the  reward  of  the 
blefled  in  the  next*  "  A  crowd  of  beautiful 
**  virgins,"  fays  the  Edda*,  "  wait  on  the 
^'  heroes  in  the  hall  of  Odin,  and  fill  their 
"  cups  as  faft  as  they  empty  them."  It  is 
worth  remarking  in  this  place,  that  almoft 
every  religious  fyftem  of  the  Eaft,  taught, 
that  a  great  part  of  the  joys  of  Paradife 
confifted  in  the  fenfual  enjoyment  of  beau- 
tiful women;  whereas  the  Northerns  were 
fatisfied  with  having  their  cups  quickly  re- 
pleniftied  by  them :  a  circumftance,  which 
plainly  fliews,  that  the  predominate  paflion 
of  the  Eaft  was  love ;  that  of  the  North, 
drinking. 

The  ancient  Britons  appear  not  to  have 
been  behind  any  of  the   other    northera 


*  The  Edda  U  the  facred  book  of  the  ancient  ScaadiniTiant  an^ 
other  northern  nations. 

nations^ 
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Britirh 

women, 
how 

mated. 


^  %tJ'  ^^^^^^^9  w  the  veneration  and  regard  paid 
^^y>ry  to  their  women ;  they  had  tamely  fubmitted 
Ancient  ^  every  reiterated  evil,  and  to  every  fpecic* 
of  oppreffion  which  the  cruel  and  avaricious 
Romans  had  laid  upon  them;  but  when 
thefe  jawlefs  deftroyers  fcourged  their  queen^ 
and  ravifhed  her  daughters,  their  refentment 
was  kindled,  they  arofe  to  revenge  the  caufe 
of  the  fex;  and  had  their  difcipline  been 
equal  to  their  valour,  they  would  at  that 
time  have  put  an  end  to  the  Roman  infults, 
and  extirpated  them  from  the  Britifh  ifles. 
This  fuperilitious  veneration  for  the  fair,  on 
account  of  their  fuppofed  intercourfe  with 
invifible  beings,  marks  an  age  funk  in  the 
loweft  ignorance.  In  times  more  enlight^ 
ened,  the  fame  caufes  from  which  the  fex 
derived  this  confequence,  would  have  drawn 
upon  them  pity  from  one  part  of  mankind, 
and  perhaps  ridicule  and  contempt  from 
another* 


Thole  of 
the  other 
pofthern 
pations* 


Though  it  appears  from  what  has  been 
related,  that  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the 
North,  valued  and  efteemed  their  women ; 
yet  their  conduft  towards  them  was  far  from 
being  uniformly  benevolent;  while  they  re  ver^ 
cd  them  as  beings  infpired  with,  a  ray  of  the 

Divinity^ 
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Divinity.  According  to  the  cuftom  of  Alia,  ^  ^^f  ^* 
from  whence  they  originally  came,  they  at  the  K..r>r\j 
iame  time  treated  them  as  fervants,  or  rather 
as  flaves.  Wives  and  children  were  not  al- 
lowed to  eat  with  their  hufbands,  but  waited 
upon  them  at  meals,  and  afterward  ate  up 
what  they  left.  Among  the  ancient  Danes, 
and  feverai  of  their  northern  neighbours, 
convival  feafting  was  more  frequent  than 
perhaps  among  any  other  people;  almoft 
every  occurrence  and  bufmefs  was  produc- 
tive of  a  feafl,  where  eating  and  drinking 
was  carried  to  the  moft  abominable  excefs. 
But  to  fuch  feafts  the  women  feem  only  to 
have  been  admitted  as  fervants,  where  they 
they  flood  behind  thfeir  hufbands  and  friends, 
fupplied  them  with  meat  and  drink,  and 
took  care  of  them  at  laft  when  their  drunken- 
nefs  had  rendered  them  incapable  of  doing 
any  thing  for  themfelves.  The  German 
women,  like  thofe  of  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans, were  under  perpetual  guardianfhip; 
but  it  was  generally  to  the  care  of  feme  per- 
fon  of  prudence  and  experience  they  were 
committed,  and  not  to  their  own  fons,  as 
in  Greece.  When  any  perfon  was  mur- 
dered, the  laws  of  their  ftates  took  no  notice 
of  it ;  the  ideas  of  civil  focicty  were  not 

then 
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c«A*-  then  fo  much  perfefted,  as  to  conlidei' 
LTYNj  every  individual,  in  fome  degree,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  community.  The  relations  of 
the  party  murdered,  were  only  fuppofed  to 
have  fuftained  a  lofs,  and,  therefore,  to  the 
relations  only  it  belonged  to  revenge  the 
death,  or  to  agree  with  the  murderer  for  a 
fum  of  money  by  way  of  compenfation« 
Neither  of  thefe  privileges  were,  however, 
vefted  in  the  women.  They  were  not  al- 
lowed to  take  vengeance,  becaufe,  perhaps, 
cruelty  and  bloodflied  did  not  fuit  with  the 
foftnefs  of  their  nature.  They  were  not 
to  take  the  compenfation^  becaufe  they 
were  confidered  as  too  weak  and  feeble  to 
extort  it* 

In  general,  the  women  of  the  North  feem 
not  to  have  been  indulged  with  much  pro* 
perty.  The  Vifigoths  were  bound  by  a  law 
not  to  give  more  to  a  wife  than  the  tenth 
part  of  their  fubftance.  The  German  wo* 
men  anciently  could  not  fucceed  to  the 
inheritance  of  their  fathers  or  relations, 
though  afterwards  they  were  permitted  to 
fucceed  after  the  males  of  the  fame  degree 
of  kindred.  But  the  moft  fubordinate  of  all 
female  conditions^   feems  among  them  to 

have 
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have  been  that  of  a  wife  to  her  hufband.  chap. 

VII.  ' 

A  judicial  power  over  her  was  lodged  in  his  cyw> 
hands,  and  if  fhe  became  an  adultrefs^  he 
was  allowed  to  aflemble  her  relations ;  in 
their  prefence  to  cut  off  her  hair,  ftrip  her 
naked,  turn  her  out  of  the  houfe,  and  whip 
her  from  one  end  of  the  village  to  the  other. 
A  wcHnan  thus  publicly  expofed,  could 
never  wipe  away  the  ilain  of  fo  foul  an  in* 
famy ;  the  moft  circumfpe£l  behaviour  could  . 
not  retrieve  her  loft  chara6ler,  nor  could 
any  motive  ever  prevail  on  another  to 
marry  her,  though  youth,  beauty,  fortune, 
and  every  advantage,  combined  to  allure 
him. 

Among  the  Angles,  and  many  other  of 
the  northern  nations,  wounds  and  injuries 
were  fixed  by  law  at  a  certain  price;  he 
who  wounded  a  virgin,  fubjefted  himfelf 
to  a  penalty  twice  as  great  as  if  he  had 
wounded  a  man  of  the  fame  rank.  If  this 
law  originated  from  a  fenfe  of  the  weaknefs 
and  inability  of  the  fex  to  defend  them* 
felves,  it  demonftrated  a  legiflature  not 
inattentive  to  their  intereft;  if  from  hu- 
manity,  or  from  lov^,  it  (hewed  in  the  men 

Vol.  I.     .  G  g  a  de,t 
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CHAP,  a  degree  of  civilization,  which  the  hiftoiy 
Kj^TKj  of  thefe  ages,  iq  many  circumilances^  feems 
to  contridift. 

The  mythology  of  all  antiquity  is  full 
of  female  as  well  as  of  male  deities.  The 
Hebrews,  and  many  of  their  neighbouring 
nations,  worQiipped  the  Queen  of  Heaven ; 
the  Phoenicians  adored  Aftarte;  the  Scythi- 
ans, Apia;  and  the  Scandanivians,  Frigga, 
the  confort  of  Odin.  Wherever  female 
deities  have  obtained  a  place  in  the  religion 
of  a  people,  it  is  a  fign  that  women  are 
of  fome  confequence;  for  thofe  modern 
nations  where  the  fex  are  held  in  the  moft 
defpicable  light,  have  even  their  deities  all 
of  the  mafculine  gender.  As  there  were  in 
the  North  female  deities,  fo  they  had  female 
priefteffes  who  miniftered  in  their  groves, 
and  at  their  altars.  The  Egyptians,  Phoe- 
nicians, Carthaginians,  and  many  other  of 
the  ancients,  offered  to  their  gods  human 
viftims;  fometimes  of  the  male,  and  fome- 
times  of  the  female  gender :  the  Northerns 
followed  their  example,  only  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  we  have  reafon  to  believe  they 
never  facrificed   any   females.      Whether 

females 
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females  were  not  thought  vidims  of  fuffi-  ^  ^j(^  ^* 
cient  importance  to  be  offered  to  their  gods ;  v.^or  \> 
whether  they  fpared  them  from  lenity  and 
indulgence;  or  from  the  confideration  of  the 
lofs  that  population  would  fuftain  by  their 
death,  is  uncertain ;  but  when  we  take  -  a 
view  of  the  whole  of  their  conduft  towards 
the  fex^  we  are  much  inclined  to  attribute 
it  to  indulgence  and  affedion* 

As  the  two  leading  features  in  the  charafter 
of  the  ancient  Northerns,  were  a  pafiion  for 
the  depredations  of  war,  and  for  the  carouf- 
als  of  the  table,  we  may  conclude  that  love 
held  no  violent  dominion  over  them ;  but 
they  compenfated  for  this  deficiency  by 
an  exuberance  of  efteem  and  regard,  and 
formed  a  (Iriking  contraft  to  the  Afiatics  and 
other  fouthern  people,  who  have  ever  been 
diftinguifhed  by  the  warmeft  love,  entirely 
^ivefted  of  the  fmalleft  degree  of  friendfhip. 
An  Afiatic,  influenced  only  by  his  paflion, 
approaches  his  miftrefs  as  if  (he  were  a  divin^ 
ity,  treats  her  as  a  criminal,  and  confidering 
her  as  entirely  made  for  his  pleafures ;  is  at 
the  fame  time  her  tyrant  and  her  flave:  while 
the  Northerns,  more  under  the  direaion  of 
reafon,  did  not  feem  to  have  looked  on  the 
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CHAP,  fcx  as  dcftined  for  their  pleafures,  fo  much 
Vm^vsj  as  for  their  convenience  and  afliftance: 
they  did  not  view  them  as  the  flaves  of 
their  power,  and  the  panders  of  their  luft, 
but  as  their  friends  and  companions;  nor 
did  they  approach  them  with  the  fawn- 
ing fubmiffion  of  inferiors,  and  iiifolently 
treat  them  with  the  haughty  difrefpeft  of 
fuperiors. 


Treat-  i^  traceing:  the  hiftory  of  the  treatment 

women  in  ^ind  coudition  ot  women  m  later  periods 
the  mid-  than  thofe  already  reviewed,  our  chief  bu- 
finefs  will  be  among  the  defcendants  of  the 
northern  nations ;  who  at  length  difatisfied 
with  the  cold  and  barren  regions  they  in- 
habited, where,  on  a  fcanty  and  hard-earned 
pittance,  they  dragged  out  a  miferable  ex- 
iftence;  iffued  out  in  fwarms  towards  tho 
fouth,  and  in  procefs  of  time  extended  their 
conqueft^,  propogated  their  race,  and  dif- 
fufed  their  manners  and  cuftoms  over  all 
Europe. 

As  the  Northerns  carried  their  wives 
along  with  them  in  their  warlike  excurfions, 
where  violence  might  more  eafily  elude  the 
vigilance  of  juftice ;  many  of  the  ftrifteft 

laws 
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laws  became  ncceffary  for  their  prcfervation^  ^  ^^f  ^• 
and  feveral  of  this  nature  were  accordingly  o^v>^ 
ena£led  hy  the  Franks*  When  in  the  field, 
their  operations  were  from  time  to  time  fet- 
tled in  a  council,  of  which  their  wives  made 
a  part;  and  when  in  danger  of  being  de- 
feated, they  were  more  afraid  of  their  re- 
proaches than  of  the  fwords  of  their  enemies. 
The  men,  conftantly  employed  in  war  or 
in  drinking,  had  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion to  acquire  ufejul  knowledge.  The 
women,  more  at  leifure,  became  more  in- 
telligent, and  confequently  were  by  the  men 
Confidered  as  oracles:  they  were  fuppofed 
to  be  able  to  interpret  dreams ;  they  had 
aftually  learned  the  virtues  of  a  few  fim- 
ples,  and  therefore  both  virgins  and  matrons 
were  employed  in  dreffing  the  wounds  of 
their  lovers  and  hufbands.  With  all  thefe 
acquifitions,  which  at  that  time  appeared  fo 
extraordinary  as  well  as  ufeful.  With  all 
that  majeflic  beauty,  for  which  they  were  fo 
famous  in  the  fongs  of  their  bards ;  is  it  any 
wonder,  that  the  daughters  of  the  North 
were  the  firft  who  infpired  the  men  with 
fentimental  feeling,  and  with  idea«  little 
fhort  of  adoration?  But  fuch  is  the  nature 
of  man,  efpecially  when  he  is  but  a  few 

degrees 
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CHAP,  degrees  removed  from  barbarity,  that  while 
v4/^Y\j  he  adores  a  woman  for  her  beauty,  he  fcru- 
pies  not  to  attack  and  ruin  her  virtue.  Such 
was  the  complexion  of  the  times  we  are 
now  confidering.  An  univerfal  fpirit  of 
piracy  and  emigration  had  crept  into  the 
North:  one  half  of  its  inhabitants  were  con* 
ftantly  wandering  in  quell  of  new  adven- 
tures, and  of  new  fettlements.  Wanderers, 
who  have  neither  property  nor  poflefTions 
to  ferve  as  hoflages  for  their  good  beha* 
viour,  arc  generally  licentious  in  their  man« 
ners:  hence  it  became  neceffary  for  thofe 
who  had  acquired  fettlements,  not  only  to 
fecure  their  property,  but  alfo  their  wives 
and  children,  in  caftles,  and  in  (Irong  forti* 
fications,  from  thefe  rovers,  who  were  fixed 
to  no  habitation,  and  bound  by  no  law. 

It  was  thus  that  women  firft  became 
fubjefl  to  a  fpecies  of  confinement  in  the 
North,  not  becaufe  they  were,  as  is  alleged 
in  the  South,  wicked  and  libidinous,  but 
becaufe  'they  were  beautiful,  weak  and  de- 
fencelef?.  But  as  it  was  not  jealoufy,  but  a 
defire  of  fccuring  their  women  from  the 
infuhs  of  lawlefs  banditti,  which  was  the 
caufe  of  this  confinement;  when  a  woman 

found 
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found  a  lover,  or  a  hufband,  to  prote£l  her  ^  ^,^  ^• 
from  the  rudenefs  and  barbarity  of  the  timeSi  v,/w; 
ihe  could  then  venture  abroad  with  impu* 
nity  in  his  company.  Hence  every  woman 
naturally  wiihed  to  engage  fuch  a  champion ; 
and  every  man  of  fpirit,  fond  of  the  honour 
arifing  from  it,  as  naturally  inlifted  himfelf 
in  fuch  fervice.  In  this  manner  arofe  the 
inilitution  of  chivalry ;  an  inditution,  which, 
though  it  owe(}  its  birth  to  chance  and  the 
neceflity  of  the  times,  made  fo  rapid  a  pro* 
grefs,  diat  in  a  little  while  it  was  a  fuiiicient 
prote£lion  for  a  fair  lady  to  have  it  publicly 
known,  that  fuch  a  gallant  warrior  was  her 
declared  champion,  and  would  revenge 
every  wrong  done  to  her,  whether  in  his 
prefence  or  abfence :  this  enlarged  ftill  the 
circle  of  her  liberty,  ^nd  more  reflrained 
the  hand  of  infult  and  violence. 

Besides  the  title  a  young  warrior  had  ^^^^"^ 
to  the  approbation  and  favour  of  her  whom  ^^^p.^ 
he  thus  defended,  there  was  another,  and,  *^^  «*«» 
if  poflible,  a  ftill  more  prevailing  motive,  ly  to  pr<i- 
the  love  of  glory ;  which,  in  thefe  ages,  was  *^^  ^ 
the  moft  anxioufly  coveted,  and  moft  inti- 
mately connefled  with  fuch  generous  and 
difinterefted  actions  as  defending  the  weak 

and 
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^ "a ^'  ^^^  refcuing  the  oppreffed.  Both  thefe  con* 
v>-Y\-)  fiderations  prompted  the  youthful  warrior 
to  take  upon  him  an  office,  which,  while 
it  flattered  his  love,  at  the  fame  time,  by  its 
acquifition  of  fame,  no  lefs  fed  and  nour^ 
ifhed  his  vanity :  and  as  the  man  acquired 
honour,  added  to  the  fame  of  his  valour,  by 
undertaking  to  defend  an  innocent  and  help- 
lefs  woman,  fo  the  woman  acquired  an  ad* 
ditional  luftre,  and  added  to  -chc  fame  of  her 
beauty,  by  being  thus  didinguifhed  by  a 
gallant  champion.  Thus  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  the  two  fexes  became  mutually 
blended  together,  and  they  reflefted  addi- 
tional luflre  and  reputation  upon  each  otiier ; 
a  truth  to  which  all  the  hiftorical  records  of 
thefe  times  bear  the  moft  ample  teftimony. 

But  befides  the  inftitution  of  chivalry, 
which  gloried  in  defending  the  ladies  from 
every  infult,  there  was,  in  the  middle  ages, 
another,  which  no  lefs  engaged  their  atten- 
tion and  flattered  their  vanity.  It  was  that 
of  the  Troubadours,  or  Poets,  who  com- 
pofed  fonnets  in  praife  of  their  beauty,  and 
of  the  Jongleurs  who  fung  them  at  the 
courts  and  caflles  of  the  great.  Almofl 
every  woman   diflinguilhed   by    rank    or 

beauty. 
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beauty,  entertained  a  Troubadour  ^,  and  (he  ^  ^^f  ^* 
who  had  not  that  honour^  employed  all  her  <-/>^^ 
intereft  to  obtain  it.  The  Troubadour,  in 
many  inftances^  feems  to  have  been  a  kind 
of  platonic  lover,  and  declared  himfelf  fu^. 
perlatively  happy  in  enjoying  the  liberty  of. 
praifing  and  of  loving :  but  being  a  com- 
pound of  body  as  well  as  fpirit,  he  was  not 
always  fatisfied  with  pure  platonifm^  atid 
frequently  debauched  the  virgin  or  the  wife 
whom  he  attended.  He  commonly  led  a 
diflblute  and  wandering  life,  from  court  to 
court,  and  from  caftle  to  caftle,  depending 
for  his  fubfiftehce  on  the  fmiles  of  the  fair, 
and  the  favour  of  the  great;  till  at  laft^ 
chagrined  with  the  inftability  of  both,  and 
difgufted  with  himfelf  and  the  world,  he 
retired  to  a  convent,  and  ended  his  days  in 
folitude  and  difappointment« 

It  is  not  a  little  reiftatkablfe,  that  in  the 
fame  periods  in  which  women  were  gradu- 
ally riling  into  confequence  in  one  part  of' 
the  Globe^  they  were  lofing  it  altogether  in 
another.  While  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  made 
them  objefts  almoft  of  adoration  in  the 
Norths  Mahomet  introduced  a  religion  into 
Afia,  which  nearly  divefted  them  of  ever/ 
.  Vol,  !•  H  h  privilege, 
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^vu '*  P^vilcgc,  and  of  all  political  confequence. 
This  religion  being  brought  over  into  £u« 
rope»  and  eftabliflied  in  the  Weft  by  the 
conquering  arms  of  his  fucceflbrs^  not  only 
funk  the  power  of  beauty  almoft  to  nothing, 
but  condemned  the  whole  of  the  fex  to  per* 
petual  fubordination  and  imprifonment. 

Before  Mahomet  arofe  to  enflave  the 
confciences  of  the  men,  and  annihilate  the 
oonfequence  of  the  women,  they  feem  in 
Arabia  to  have  pofTefied  privileges,  hardly 
inferior  to  thofe  with  which  they  are  ho* 
Doured  in  the  politeft  countries  of  Europe. 
The  law  gave  them  a  right  to  independent 
property;  by  inheritance,  by  gift,  by  mar- 
riage fettlement :  The  wife  had  a  regular 
dower,  and  an  annual  allowance,  which 
with  her  paraphernalia,  ftie  might  difpofe 
of  in  her  life,  or  at  her  death.  To  the 
fortune  he  received  with  his  wife  Cadhiga, 
who  carried  on  an  extenfive  trade  to  Spain 
and  Syria,  Mahomet  himfelf  was  indebted 
for  the  origin  of  his  wealth  and  of  his 
grandeur.  While  his  fe£l  was  increafing, 
the  women  of  rank  took  an  a£live  part 
both  in  civil  and  military  affairs ;  feveral  of 
them  ftrongly  oppofed  all  his  innovations. 

Henda, 
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Henda^  accompanied  by  fifteen  other  ladies  ^  ^^f  ^« 
of  diftin£lion,  led  on  the  referve,  and  con* 
tributed  to  defeat  him  at  the  battle  of  Ohod. 
After  his  death,  Ayeflia,  one  of  his  widows, 
by  her  influence  and  addrefs,  raifed  htt 
father  Abubekcr  to  be  the  fucceffor  of  her 
bufband;  and  about  this  period,  women 
finequently  mounted  the  thrones  of  Periia 
and  of  Tartary.  But  the  religion  which 
taught  that  they  were  only  mere  things  of 
pleafure,  and  the  maxims  which  diflated  that 
.  they  (hould  be  guarded  for  that  particular 
purpofe,  now  becoming  general,  in  little 
more  than  a  century,  they  feemto  havedwini* 
led  from  creatures  of  importance,  to  beings 
only  confecrated  to  dalliance  and  to  love. 

Such  were  the  confequenccs  of  Mahom- 
etifm ;  but  we  are  not  furprifed  at  any  in* 
novation  that  could  happen  in  the  ages  in 
which  it  was  introduced.  The  politics  of 
the  Arabians  were  then  regulated  by  no 
fixed  principles,  their  religion  had  difgufted 
the  mind  with  idle  credenda  ,and  improba- 
ble fi6tion ;  nor  was  this  the  cafe  in  Arabia 
only,  human  nature  feemed  every  where  in 
a  ftate  of  wavering  and  imbecillity :  in  Eu- 
rope, it  endeavoured  to  blend  the  meek  and 

H  h  2  for- 
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^  vjL  ^*  forgiving  fpirit  of  the  religion  of  Jcfus,  with 
o^vxj  the  fiercp  and  in(oller9nt  fpirit  of  war  and 
bloodfhed ;  to  mix  the  foft  fentiments  of  lo v« 
with  the  revengeful  di£l»tes  of  affronted  ho^ 
novir ;  and  the  fame  tender  fentiment  which 
bound  a  lover  (o  his  miftrefs^  infligated  him^ 
f  n  the  moft  favage  manner,  to  cut  the  throats 
of  all  thpfe  who  openly  profeffed  either  to 
love  or  h?ite  her.  In  fhort^  nothing  had  at 
this  time  acquired  any  confiilency.  Religion 
was  a  mixture  of  paganifm  and  fuperftition, 
and  law  was  a  compound  of  weaktiefs  and 
injufticc.  While  the  pilgrim  travelled  to 
Jerufalem  to  obtain  forgivenefs  of  his  fins, 
]ic  was  adding  daily  to  the  load,  by  pillag- 
ing 2^nd  debauchery  on  the  way.  JfteligioQ 
being  reduced  to  ceremony  and  penance, 
f  eremony  was  too  wdak  to  combat  the  paf-? 
iions,  and  penance  g^ve  a  Joofe  to  them  by 
^bfolving  the  mipd  from.thp  terrors,  of  pun- 
ifhment.  Law,  if  ridiculous  in  its  modes 
pf  inveftigation,  was  ftiU  more  CQnfpicuous) 
for  being  feeble  in  its  power  of  e:)cecution. 
In  fuch  a  crifis,  fomething  diftinft  frpm  both 
became  neceffary.  The  me^i  had  af ready 
begun  to  glory  in  being  the  prote jEior$ :  of 
fuch  women,  as  they  were  attached  tp  by 
love  and  friendlhip:   it  was  but  c?^rrying 

the 
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/ 
the  idea  one  ftep  farther,  from  being  the^^^^*** 

champion  of  a  fingle  woman,  to  become    onrv 
^ic  champion  of  the  whole  fex,  and  there- 
by eftabhfh  a  more    complete  fyilem   of 
chivalry* 

As  we  owe  to  chance  and  neceffity  the 
far  greater  part  of  our  difcoveries  in  the 
arts  and  fciences,  fo  to  the  vices  and  imper- 
fe6iions  of  fociety,  we  are  commonly  in* 
debted  for  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  political 
improvements.  This  was  the  cafe  with  chiv- 
jJry :  it  originated  from  love,  honour,  and 
the  neceffity  of  defending  women  in  the 
times  of  lawlefs  depredation,  and  had  at  firft 
for  its  objeft  the  defence  of  one  woman 
only:  afterward,  it  extended  to  the  proteftion 
pf  the  whole  fex ;  and  by  degrees  ftretching 
itfelf  ftill  wider,'  its  objeft  became  diftrelfed 
innocence,  wherever  it  was  found  fuffering 
by  the  hard  hand  of  injuilice  and  oppreffion. 
Arrived  at  this  perfe6lion,  it  was  confidercd 
as  the  mod  honourable  and  exalted  of  all 
profeffions ;  was  eagerly  courted  by  every 
rank  of  mankind ;  nor  was  any  csMlididate^ 
however  elevated  in  his  ftation,  admitted 
into  it,  without  the  fuUeft  credentials  of  va- 
lQ\ir,  honour  ^nd  probitv,  or  »  long  train 
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^  vit  ^*  ^^  previous  difcipline ;  and  even  the  admiT- 
vy^TNJ  iion  itfelf  was  calculated  to  infpire  a  love 
of  glory  and  benevolence.  It  was  per* 
formed  at  ^e  altar^  by  ceremonies  no  le& 
awful  than  pompous^  and  well  calculated 
to  inftil  into  the  mind  of  the  young  hero, 
the  mod  enthufiaftic  love  of  honour,  difin* 
terellednefs,  and  truth. 

Effeds  of  The  effe£ts  of  this  inftitution,  which  at 
'^  ^'  lail  became  fo  ridiculoufly  whimfical,  as  to 
be  finally  laughed  out  of  the  world  by  tiie 
inimitable  Cervantes,  were  in  the  beginning 
highly  beneficial  to  fociety.  Even  war  wa< 
divefted  of  half  its  horrors,  when  it  was  car* 
lied  on  by  men  trained  up  in  the  principles 
of  honour  and  humanity.  Weaknefs,  which 
before  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  power, 
and  hardly  any  prote6lion  by  law,  now  be* 
ganto  enjoy  itfelf  in  fecuriiy,  when  it  found 
honour,  inclination,  and  flrength,  engaged  to 
iiefend  it ;  and  as  weaknefj^  w^s  more  peculi* 
iirly  the  lot  of  women,  they  were  alfo  objeds 
0f  the  peculiar  care  and  attention  of  this  in* 
flitution.  Hence  they  now  began  to  feel  a 
confequence  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been 
ftrangers.  They  were  politely  treated  by 
all,  becaufe  it  was  known  that  their  caufe 

was 
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was  the  caufe  of  chivalry ;  the  virtues  they  chap. 
mipired,  the  exploits  atchieved  to  their  o^v\j 
honour,  the  regard  they  paid  to  chaftity, 
and  their  care  to  cultivate  their  charms,  all 
confpiied  to  promote  their  importance. 
They  were  approached  with  (ubmiflion  by 
the  brave ;  they  were  the  judges  even  of 
bravery  itfelf,  and  entrufted  with  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  rewards  beftowed  on  it  at 
public  tournaments ;  where  a  fmile  of  ap- 
probation on  the  knight  to  whom  they  de« 
livered  them,  was  often  confidered  by  him 
as  a  greater  reward  than  all  the  glory  he 
had  acquired  by  his  invincible  arm.  The 
men  confidered  tournaments  as  the  theatres 
where  they  were  to  gain  applaufe  ;  and 
lovers,  as  thofe  of  acquiring  the  eftecm  of 
the  fair.  "  Nothing  (fays  a  French  hillo- 
"  rian)  was  longed  for  by  the  ladies  with 
*'  fo  much  impatience ;  and  this  not  fo 
much  from  the  pleafure  of  beholding  a 
magnificent  fpeftacle,  as  from  the  glory 
of  prefiding  there :  it  was  by  them  that 
the  prize  of  thefe  fhows  was  always  dif- 
triboted ;  they  were  the  foul  and  capital 
**  ornament  of  them :  to  animate  the  cour- 
*'  age  of  the  champions,  they  ufed  to  give 
^'  them  ft  tokeo^  which  was  fometimes  av 
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^^H'^'  "  fcarf,  a  veil,  a  coif,  a  flceve,  a  bracelet/ 
c^^rv>  "  a  knot,  a  detached  piece  of  their  attire^ 
and  fometimes  a  curious  piece  of  work  of 
their  own  doing;  and  with  thefe,  the 
knight  decorated  the  top  of  his  helmet  or 
of  his  fpear,  his  (hield,  his  coat  of  arms^ 
'  or  fome  other  part  of  his  armour." 


it 
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To  fuch  an  enthufiaftic  veneration  of  the 
fair  fex  did  the  inftitution  of  chivalry  carry 
the  ages  in  which  it  flouriflied,  that  the 
leaft  contemptuous  word  uttered  concern-^ 
ing  any  of  them,  difqualified  a  knight  for 
the  duties  and  privileges  of  his  profeffion* 
When  a  lady  wanted  to  complain  againft 
any  of  the  order,  fhe  ufed  to  touch  the 
helmet  or  fhield  of  his  arms^  as  a  token  of 
applying  to  the  judges^  for  a  trial  of  his. 
crime.  After  proper  enquiry,  if  the  delin- 
quency was  proved,  the  haplefs  culprit  im- 
mediately fuffered  the  penalty  of  exclufion^ 
and  could  never  again  be  reftored  to  his 
dignity,  but  by  the  interceflion  of  the  fair/ 
and  the  moft  folemn  promifes  of  better  be-* 
haviour  for  the  future.  To  thofe  in  the 
order  of  chivalry,  this  dread  of  exclufioil 
was  a  fufficient  barrier  againft  indecent  lib- 
erties and  fcandalous  reports.   But  the  lower 

orders 
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orders  of  men  were  not  to  be  bound  by  the  ^  ^j^  **• 
filken  cords  of  honour :  to  keep  them,  there-  v-rwj 
fore,  within  the  limits  prefcribed  by  decency^ 
other  motives  were  devifed^  The  laws  of 
the  Thuringians  ordained,  that  he  who  Hole 
the  clothes  of  a  woman  while  bathing,  or 
at  any  time  threw  dirty  water  upon  her, 
fliould  be  feverely  fined ;  and  that  all  com- 
pofitions  for  injuries  fliould  be  doubled^ 
when  the  injury  was  done  to  a  woman.  The 
laws  of  the  Franks  enafted,  that  he  who 
fqueezed  the  hand  of  a  free  woman  fliould 
pay  fifteen  fols,  twice  as  much  if  he  laid 
hold  of  her  arm,  and  four  times  as  much 
if  he  touched  her  breaft.  Thefe  were  pow- 
erful reftraints  on  indecorum;  and  though 
they  flrongly  mark  the  charafter  •  of  the 
times,  yet  they  fliew  the  influence  of  women, 
or  rather,  perhaps,  the  attention  of  the 
men  to  preferve  delicacy,  as  well  as  chaftity, 
from  every  rude  invader. 

Arts  and  fciences,  at  the  fubverfion  of 
the  koman  empire,  were  almofl:  totally  eradi- 
cated. A  people  brought  up  to  obtain  every 
thing  by  the  fword,  had  no  idea  of  gaining 
a  fubfiftence  by  the  flow  and  gradual  means 
of  labour  and  cecohomy.     Learning  was 

Vol.  I.  li  for 
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CHAP,  for  feveral  centuries  defpifed,  as  mean  and 
Kj^y^o  contemptible;  and  a  gentleman  who  had 
ftooped  to  become  a  fcholar,  was  confidered 
as  having  degraded  himfelf  for  ever.  Among 
people  thus  circumftanced,  nothing  was  fo 
difficult  as  to  make  any  improvement :  ac- 
cordingly we  find,  that  many  of  the  middle 
ages  were  more  ftationary  than,  perhaps^ 
any  period  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

^^^^  Among  the  nations  who  conquered  the 

which      Roman  empire,  the  Chriftian  religion  had 
pTe  fre{h  [j^^jj  early  introduced ;  but  its  peaceful  pre* 

ance  to  ccpts,  and  cvcu  all  the  coercive  powers  with 
women,  which  it  was  armed,  were  but  feeble  and 
unavailing,  when  oppofed  to  cuftoms  fanfti- 
fied  by  time,  and  to  minds  grown  haughty 
and  intolerant  by  fuccefs.  It  was  many 
ages  before  it  could  tame  that  wild  and  ro- 
mantic rage  for  fighting,  with  or  without 
caufe,  for  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  had  been  fo  remarkably  diftinguifhed. 
But  though  flow  in  taming  the  rage  of  fight- 
ing, it  produced  another  good  effe6l  more 
rapidly.  Differences  of  opinion  arofe  con- 
cerning it;  difputes  were  carried  on  to  de- 
cide thefe  differences ;  difputes  neceffarily 
gave  rife  to  emulation,  and  emulation  to 
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fome  degree  of  learning*  When  the  facul-  ^  ^^  ^* 
ties  of  the  human  mind  have  been  exerted  kj^y\j 
on  a  few  fubjefts  of  enquiry,  thefe  fubjefts 
begin  to  multiply ;  and  ftiJl  as  they  increafe, 
the  avidity  of  the  mind  in  purfuing  them 
increafes  alfo :  hence,  in  fome  meafure,  .we 
may  fee  the  reafon,  why,  toward  the  begin- 
ning of  the  twelfth  century,  learning  began 
to  be  cultivated  with  fo  much  afllduity, 
though  it  had  been  totally  neglefted  before* 
With  the  revival  of  learning,  a  new  and 
more  rational  importance  was  added  to  wo- 
men. Their  former  importance  had  been 
derived  from  fuperftition,  and  a  wild  ro- 
mantic fpirit  of  honour:  their  prefent,  began 
to  ereft  itfelf  on  the  foundation  of  tender- 
nefs  and  fenfe,  Whatever  tends  to  ag- 
grandize the  mind,  to  add  to  the  ftock  of 
knowledge  and  fenfibility,  is  in  favour  of 
the  fair  fex,  and  makes  ours  lavifti  frefh 
endearments  and  frefh  dignities  upon  them. 
Accordingly,  in  traceing  the  hiftory  of  the 
middle  ages  a  little  downwards,  we  (hall 
find  that  women,  by  the  remains  of  chivalry, 
and  the  introduflion  of  real  politenefs,  ar- 
rived at  a  confequence  to  which  they  never 
fittained  in  any  other  period* 

I  i  2  The 
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CHAP.  The  profeflbrs of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
LrY\j  never  admitted  women  to  the  dignity  of 
the  priefthood ;  but  in  the  times  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  they  made  great  ftrides  toward 
it.  While  Charlemagne  fwayed  the  fceptre 
in  France,  confeflion  was  confidered  as  fb 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  falyation,  that,  in 
feveral  cafes,  and  particularly  at  the  point 
of  death,  when  no  prieft  or  man  could  bq 
had,  it  was  by  the  church  allowed  to  be 
made  to  a  woman.  In  the  fixteenth  century, 
it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  church-liv- 
ings, the  revenues  of  abbeys,  and  even  of 
bilhoprics,  to  be  given  away  with  young 
ladies  as  a  portion.  Thus  women  exercifed 
a  kind  of  facerdotal  funftion ;  and  though 
they  did  not  aftually  officiate  at  the  altar, 
they  enjoyed  what  many  of  the  priefts  them- 
felves  would  have  been  glad  of;  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  altar,  without  the  drudgery  of 
its  fervice.  In  pofterior  ages,  women  have 
crept  ftill  farther  into  the  offices  of  the 
church;  the  Chriftians  of  Circaflia  allow 
their  Nuns  to  adminifl;er  the  facrament  of 
baptifm. 

When  any  material  difference  happened 
between  nian  and  man,  or  when  one  accufed 

another 
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another  of  a  crime,  the  decifion,  according  ^y,f  ^' 
to  an  ancient  cuflom,  eftabliflicd  by  law,  was,  v./vx> 
to  be  by  fingle  combat,  or  by  the  ordeal  trial ; 
from  both  which  ridiculous  ways  of  appeal- 
ing to  heaven,  Avoraen  were  exempted. 
When  a  man  had  faid  any  thing  that  re- 
flefted  difhonour  on  a  woman,  or  accufed 
her  of  a  crime,  fhe  was  not  obliged  to  fight 
him  to  prove  her  innocence;  the  combat 
would  have  been  unequal;  nor  w^s  fhe  o- 
bilged  to  fubmit  to  the  ordeal  trial ;  it  was 
inconfiftent  with  the  delicacy  of  the  female 
charafter  and  conftitution;  but  fhe  might 
chufe  a  champion  to  fight  in  her  caufe,  or 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  horrid  trial,  in  order 
to  clear  her  reputation.  Such  champions 
were  generally  felcfted  from  her  lovers  or 
friends;  but  if  fhe  fixed  upon  any  other,  fo 
high  was  the  fpirit  of  martial  glory,  and  fo 
eager  the  thirft  of  defending  the  weak  and 
helplefs  fex,  that  we  meet  with  no  inftance 
of  a  champion  ever  having  refufed  to  fight 
for,  or  undergo  whatever  cuflom  required, 
in  defence  of  the  lady  who  had  honoured 
him  with  the  appointment.  To  the  motives 
already  mentioned,  we  may  add  another; 
he  who  had  refufed,  mufl  inevitably  have 
been  branded  with  the  name  of  coward;  and 

fo. 
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^  y,^  ^-  fo  defpicable  was  the  condition  of  a  coward, 
o^vv)  in  thefe  times  of  general  heroifm,  that  death 
itfelf  appeared  the  more  preferable  choice ; 
nay,  fuch  was  the  rage  of  fighting  for  wo- 
men, that  it  became  cuftomary  for  thofe, 
who  could  not  be  honoured  with  the  decifion 
of  their  real  quarrels,   to  create  fiftitious 
ones  concerning  them,  in  order  to  create 
alfo  a  neceffity  of  fighting.     Nor  was  fight- 
ing for  the  ladies  confined  to  fingle  com- 
batants, crouds  of  gallants  entered  the  lifts 
againft  each  other;  and  even  kings  called 
out  their  fubjeSs,  to  Ihew  their  love  to 
their  miftrefTes,  by  cutting  the  throats  of 
their  neighbours,  who  had  not  in  the  leaft 
offended.     In  the  fourteenth  century,  when 
the  countefs  of  Blois,  and  the  widow  of 
Montfort,  were  at  war  againft  each  other,  a 
conference  was  agreed  to,  on  pretence  of 
fettling  a  peace,  but  in  reality  to  appoint  a 
combat :  inftead  of  iiegociating,  they  foon 
challenged  each  other;    and  Beaumanoir, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Britons,  pub-r 
licly  declared,  that  they  fqught  from  no 
other  motive  than  to  fee  by  the  viftory,  who 
had   the  faireft  miftrefs.     In   the   fifteenth 
century,  we  find  an  anecdote  of  this  kind 
ftill   more  extraordinary.     John,    duke  de 

'  Bour- 
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Bourbonnois,  publiftied  a  declaration,  that  ^  ^^  *"• 
he  would  go  over  to  England,  with  fixteen  »w^vxj 
knights,  and  there  fight  it  out,  in  order  to 
avoid  idlenefs,  and  merit  the  good  graces 
of  his  miftrefs:  and,  to  crown  all,  James  IV. 
of  Scotland  having,  in  all  tournaments,  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  knight  to  queen  Anne  of 
France,  fhc  fummoned  him  to  prove  himfelf 
her  true  and  valorous  champion,  by  taking 
the  fi6ld  in  her  defence,  agaiinft  his  brother- 
in-law,  Henry  VIII.  of  England.  He  obeyed 
the  romantic  mandate;  and  the  two  nations 
bled  to  feed  the  vanity*t)f  a  woman.  War- 
riors, when  ready  to  engage,  invoked  the 
aid  of  their  miftrefles,  as  poets  do  that  of 
the  Mufes.  If  they  fought  valiantly,  it  re- 
flefled  honour  on  the  Dulcineas  they  adored; 
but  if  they  turned  their  backs  on  their  ene- 
mies, the  poor  ladies  were  diftionoured  for 
ever.  However  different  in  their  natures 
are  love  and  fighting,  the  former  was  then 
the  mod  prevailing  motive  to  the  latter. 
The  famous  Gafton  de  Foix,  who  com- 
manded the  French  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Ravenna,  took  advantage  of  this  foible  of 
his  army ;  he  rode  from  rank  to  rank,  calling 
by  name  his  officers,  and  even  fome  of  his 
private  rnen,  recommending  to  them  their 

country. 
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CHAP. 

vu. 


country,  their  honour,  and,  above  all,  to 
onrvj  {hew  what  they  could  do  for  the  love  of 
their  miftrefles.  Nor  were  the  honours 
and  privileges  of  the  fex  altogether  the  re- 
fult  of  their  beauty,  and  of  the  cuftomary 
gallantry  of  the  times,  they  derived  many 
of  them  from  birth-right,  and  the  laws  of 
their  country.  They  held  courts,  and  ex- 
ercifed  tlie  civil  rights  and  jurifdiftion  of 
Fiefs.  Matilda,  countefs  of  Artois,  fat  in 
judgment  with  the  peers  of  France,  in  the 
criminal  procefs  againft  Robert,  count  of 
Flanders.  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Bal- 
douin,  gave  her  vote  as  a  peer  in  the  caufe 
of  the  count  de  Clermont.  And  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  HI.,  fummonfes  were  fent 
to  feveral  noble  ladies  of  England,  to  fend 
their  proxies  to  fit  in  parliament. 

Rererfc        From  what  has  bccn  now  related,  many 

of  this  «  -,  .  .  -  /         .     ^ 

piaurc.  oi  our  iair  readers  may,  perhaps,  imagine, 
that  in  the  times  we  have  been  delineating, 
women  were  more  completely  happy,  than 
in  any  other  period  of  the  world.  But  this 
was  not  in  reality  the  cafe.  Cuftom,  which 
governs  all  things  with  the  moft  abfolute 
fway,  had,  through  a  long  fucceffion  of 
years,  given  her  fanftion  to  fuch  combats 

as 
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as  were  undertaken,  either  to  defend  the  *^"^^* 
innocence^  or  difplay  the  beauty  of  women.  u^y\J 
Cuftorn,  therefore,  cither  obliged  a  man  to 
fight  for  a  woman  who  defired  him,  or 
marked  the  refufal  with  eternal  infamy ;  but 
cuftorn  did  not  oblige  him  in  every  other  part 
of  his  deportment^  to  behave  to  this  woman, 
or  to  the  fex  in  general,  with  that  refpeft 
and  politenefs,  which  have  happily  diftin^- 
guilhed  the  charafler  of  more  modern  times* 
The  fame  man,  who,  in  the  middle  ages, 
would  at  the  command,  or  for  the  defence 
of  a  woman,  have  encountered  giants,  or 
gigantic  difficulties,  had  but  little  idea  of 
adding  to  her  happinefs,  by  fupplying  her 
with  the  comforts  and  elegancies  of  life ;  and 
would  have  thought  himfelf  affronted,  had 
ftie  aflced  him  to  ftoop  and  eafe  her  of  a 
part  of  that  domeftic  flavery,  which  almoft 
in  every  country  falls  to  the  lot  of  women* 
But,  befides,  men  had  in  thofe  ages  nothing 
elfe  than  that  kind  of  romantic  gallantry  to 
recommend  theoi.  Ignorant  of  letters,  arts, 
fciences,  and  every  thing  that  refines  human* 
nature,  they  were  in  every  thing,  where 
gallantry  was  not  concerned,  rough  and 
unpolifhed  in  their  manners  and  behaviour* 
Their  time  was  fpcnt  in  drinking,  war. 
Vol.  L  K  k  gallantry. 
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^  vfi  ^  gaHantry,  and  idlenefs.  In  their  hours  of 
relaxation,  they  were  but  little  in  company 
with  their  M^omen;  and  when  they  were, 
the  indelicacies  of  the  caroufal,  or  the  cruel- 
ties of  the  field,  were  almoft  the  only  fub- 
jefts  they  had  to  talk  of  Hence  they  could 
not  be  proper  companions  for  a  fex,  who, 
flirinking  with  reluftance  from  indelicacy 
and  barbarity,  generally  turn  their  thoughts 
to  fofter  fubjefts. 

In  the  fixth  century,  while  women  wert 
defended  with  the  moft  romantic  e(ithufiafm| 
they  were,  at  the  fame  time,  confidered  as 
beings  contaminated  with  a  certain  degree 
of  pollution;  which,  at  particular  periods, 
was  fo  great,  that  it  rendered  every  thing 
unclean  which  they*  approached;  hindered 
the  operation  of  medicines,  the  effefts  of 
churning  and  brewing,  and  even  ftopped 
the  growth  of  vegetables'.    The  futeft  road 
Co  paradife  was  to  abftain  from  them.  They 
were  not  fuftered  to  approach  the  altar,  nor 
to  touch  the  pall  which  covered  it^  unlefs 
when,  by  the  priefts,  it  was  delivered  to 
them  to  be  waftied.    The  eucharift  was  too 
holy  to  be  touched  by  their  naked  hands ; 
they  were,  therefore,  ordered  by  the  canons 

of 
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of  the  church,  to  have  a  white  linen  glove  ^"^T* 
upon  the  hand  into  which  they  received  it.  v./"vx> 
To  all  thefe  indigniiies,  we  may  add  one 
not  lefi  mortifying  to  the  fentimental  feel- 
ings of  the  female  heart ;  the  daughter  of  a 
vaffal  could  not  difpofe  of  herfelf  in  mar- 
riage without  the  confent  of  her  lord,  and 
at  his  command  was  either  obliged  to  enter 
into  wedlock  unfan£lified  by  love,  or  to 
purchafe  from  him  a  right  of  refufing  to 
prophane  the  rites  of  marriage^  by  fubmit- 
ting  to  a  detefled  hufband,. 

From  the  fubverfion  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire, to  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century, 
women  fpent  moft  of  their  time  alone ;  al- 
mofl  entire  ftrangers  to  the  joys  of  focial 
life;  they  feldom  went  abroad,  but  to  be 
fpe£iators  of  fuch  public  diverfions  and 
amufements  as  the  fafhion  of  the  times 
countenanced,  Francis  L  was  the  firll  who 
introduced  them  on  public  days  to  court. 
Before  his  time,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  at 
any  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  but  long- 
bearded  politicians,  plotting  the  deftruflion 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind;  and 
warriors  clad  in  complete  armour,  ready  to 
put  their  plots  in  execution.    In  the  eighth 
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^  vif  ^'  century,  fo  flavifli  was  the  condition  of  wo* 
men  on  the  one  hand,  and  fo  much  was  beauty 
coveted  on  the  other,  that  for  about  two  hun* 
dred  years,  the  kings  of  Auftria  were  obliged 
to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Moors,  of  one  hundred 
beautiful  virgins  per  annum.  In  the  thir* 
teenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  elegance 
had  fcarcely  any  exiftcnce,  and  even  cleanli- 
nefs  was  hardly  confidered  as  laudable.  The 
ufe  of  linen  was  not  known ;  and  the  moft 
delicate  of  the  fair  fex  wore  woollen  (hifts. 
In  Paris,  they  had  meat  only  three  times  a 
week;  and  one  hundred  livres  (fomething 
lefs  than  five  pounds)  was  a  large  portion 
for  a  young  lady,  The  better  fort  of  citizens 
ufed  fplinters  of  wood,  and  rags  dipped  in 
oil,  inftead  of  candles;  which,  in  thofe 
days,  were  a  rarity  hardly  to  be  met  with. 
Wine  was  only  to  be  had  at  the  fhops  of  the 
apothecaries,  where  it  was  fold  as  a  cordial ; 
and  to  ride  in  a  two-wheeled  cart,  along 
the  dirty  nigged  ftreets,  was  reckoned  a 
grandeur  of  fo  enviable  a  nature,  that  Philip 
the  Fair,  prohibited  the  wives  of  citizens 
from  enjoying  it.  In  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.  of  England,  the  peers  of  the  realm 
carried  their  wives  behind  them  on  horfe- 
back,  when  they  went  to  London;  and,  in 

the 
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the  fame  manner,  took  them  back  to  their  ^  ^^^  r 
country-feats,  with  hoods  of  waxed  linen  u^wj 
over  their  heads,  and  wrapped  in  mantles 
of  cloth  to  fecure  them  from  the  cold.  Ac- 
cuftomed  at  prefent  to  luxurious  elegance, 
we  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  mode  of  living  mutt 
have  been  hard  and  xiifagreeable  to  the  deli- 
cacy of  female  nature.  Cuftom,  however, 
reconciled  them  to  what  would  appear  to  us 
almoft  intolerable.  But  there  was  one  mif- 
fortune,  even  beyond  the  power  of  cuftom 
to  alleviate.  They  were  in  perpetual  dan- 
ger of  being  accufed  of  witchcraft,  and  fuf- 
fering  all  the  cruelties  and  indignities  of  a 
mob,  inftigated  by  fuperftition,  and  direfted 
by  enthufiafm ;-  or  of  being  condemned  by 
laws,  which  were  at  once  a  difgrace  to  hu- 
manity and  to  fenfe.  Even  the  bloom  of 
youth  and  beauty,  could  not  fave  from  tor- 
ture and  from  death;  but  when  age  and 
wrinkles  attacked  a  woman,  if  any  thing  un- 
common happened  in  her  neighbourhood, 
fhe  was  almoft  fure  of  atoning  with  her  life, 
for  a  crime  it  was  impoflible  for  her  to 
commit. 

When  we  take  a  retrofpeftive  view  of 
thefe  (ketches,  when  we  compare  the  times 

in 
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^  vif  **'  *^  "w^ich  women  were  only  treated  with  r6» 
v^vw  mantic  gallantry,  and  ftrangers  almoil  lo 
every  enjoyment  which  did  not  flow  from 
that  fource ;  with  thofe,  in  which  they  Iharc 
our  friendlhip,  and  partake  of  almoft  all 
our  joys,  we  cannot  hefitate  a  moment  to 
declare,  that  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
fair  fex,  every  thing  impartially  confidered, 
is  greatly  preferable  to  what  it  was  \vhile 
they  were  approached  as  demigoddeffes, 
and  in  the  fcale  of  political  fociety  treated 
as  cyphers. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

The  faTM  SvijcEt  continued. 

IN  the  laft  chapter,  we  traced  the  condi-  ^  ^iiJ' 
tion  of  women  down  almofl  to  our  own  v>^v\j 
times,  and  (hall  now  endeavour  to  give  feme 
account  of  the  prefent  rank  and  confequence 
of  the  fex.    Btit  as  it  would  be  a  talk  much 
too  tedious,  and  fubje6l  us  to  many  ufejefs 
repetitions,  to  confidcr  this  fubjeft  in  every 
particular  ftate  and  kingdom  of  the  world, 
we  ftiall  divide  it  into  three  diftinft  heads. 
In  the  firft,  we  fhall  treat  of  the  mod  favage 
and  uncuhivated  Hates  of  human  life.     In 
the  next,  of  thofe  holding  a  middle  degree 
between  barbarity  and  cultivation.    And  in 
the  laft,  of  thofe  where  civil  fociej:y  is  ar- 
rived at  the  greateft  perfeftion. 

V 

Man,  in  that  rude  and  uncultivated  ftate 
in  which  he  originally  appears  in  all  coun* 
tries,  before  he  has  been  formed  by  fociety, 
and  inftru6ted  by  experience,  is  an  animal, 
differing  but  little  from  the  wild  beafts  that 
furround  him ;  like  them,  fo  great  a  part  of 

his 
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^vm.^*  his  time  is  employed  ip  procuring  food, 
v.>^v>^  that  he  has  but  little  left  for  any  other  pur- 
pofe ;  and  like  them  too,  his  ideas  feldom 
extend  farther  than  to  a  few  fenfual  gratifi- 
.  cations,  in  which  he  indulges  without  reafon, 
and  without  ceconomy:  thoughtlefs  of  the 
wants  and  hardfhips  of  to-morrow,  and, 
confequently,  but  ill  provided  againft  them« 
Among  his  few  fenfual  gratificaticms,  wc 
may  reckon  the  pleafure  arifing  from  his 
commerce  with  the  other  fex  :  if,  in  favage 
life,  we  call  that  commerce  a  pleafure, 
where,  entire  ilrangers  to  every  reciprocal 
a{fe6lion,  and  intelle6lual  feeling,  men  are 
totally  indifferent  what  fentiments  their  fe- 
male partners  entertain  of  them,  provided 
they  fubmit  tamely  to  fatisfying  their  appe- 
tites ;  and  where  women  regard  the  men  as 
lords  and  mafters,  whom,  in  all  things,  they 

are  obliged  implicitly  to  obey. 

t 
Cf  mmtn  ^g  y/omen  are,  by  nature,  weaker  than 
life.  men,  their  rank  and  condition  muft  every 
where  be  invariably  regulated,  by  the  efteem 
and  regard  of  that  fex.  The  efteem  and 
regard  of  the  men  muft  be  founded  on  their 
own  fufceptibility  of  nature  ;  and  that  fuf- 
ceptibility  muft  be  called  forth  into  action, 

by 
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oy  the  mental  qualificatiohs  and  perfonal  ^vu^'* 
beauties  of  the  women.  In  favage  life,  un- 
lefs  when  urged  by  revenge,  or  delighted 
with  the  chacCi  ifnen  arfc  dull,  phlegmatic, 
and  almoft  deftitute  of  fufceptibility;  Wo* 
men  have  hardly  any  mental  qualifications  \ 
hurffed  in  dirt  and  flovenlinefs,  with  but  little 
Orniimentj  and  ftill  lefs  art  in  arranging  it } 
burilt  with  the  fun,  and  bedaubed  with 
greafe,  they  excite  difguft  rather  than  de* 
fire ;  hence  they  are  not  fo  much  the  objafts 
of  love  as  of  animal  appetite ;  afe  feJdom 
admitted  to  any  diftinguifhing  fank^  and  ai 
feldom  exempted  from  any  di(lingui(hlng 
flaveryi 

As  in  favage  ftates^  where  hunting,  fi{n* 
ing  and  war^  ate  the  only  etnploymentSi 
ftrength  and  courage  are  the  tiioft  neceflafy 
qualities :  were  women  fufficiently  endowed 
with  thefcj  they  might  fupply  every  defi- 
ciency, and  greatly  enhancfe  their  value  irt 
the  ^yts  of  the  men*  By  thefe^  however^ 
they  can  conciliate  no  affeflioni  ndr  tirife 
to  any  confequencc;  they  are  qualities  tiot 
intended  them  by  nature,  and  they  cannot 
reap  the  fruit  of  what  fhe  has  not  planted* 
In  civilized  countries^  womeii  have  a  thouf- 
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and  arts  to  fupply  this  deficiency  of  ftrength 
^wnr^^  and  courage,  and  maintain  their  balance 
of  power;  arts  which,  with  a  tolerable  alfift-^ 
ance  from  nature,  they  have  brought  to  fuch 
perfeftion,  that  they  can  often  engage  the 
heart  in  their  favoury  while  the  head  is 
againft  them.  But  in  favagelife^  caft  in 
the  lap  of  naked  nature!,  and  expofed  to 
every  hardftiip,  their  forms  aire  but  little 
engaging;  with  nothing  that  can  be  called 
culture,  their  latent  qualities,  if  they  have 
any,  are  like  the  diamond  while  inclofed  in 
the  rough  flint,  incapable  of  fliewing  any 
lufl:rc.  Thus  deftitote  of  every  thing  by 
which  they  can  excite  love,  or  acquire 
efleem ;  deftitute  of  beauty  to  charm,  or 
art  to  footh,  the  tyrant  man ;  they  are  by 
him  deftined  to  perform  every  meaiv  and 
fervile  office,  a  fate  which  conftantly  at- 
tends the  weak,  where  power  and  not  reafon 
diftates  the  law.  In  this  the  American  and 
other  favage  women,  differ  widely  from 
thofe  of  Afia,  who,  if  they  are  deftitute 
of  the  qualifications  neceffary  for  gaining 
efteem,  have  beauty,  ornament,  and  the  art 
of  exciting  love, 
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Among  the  brute  animals  all  are  equal,  chap. 
and  fuperior  ftrength  only,  can  acquire  fu-  \./^^\j 
perior  power:  thus  the  bull  or  the  ftag  who 
has  beaten  the  whole  herd,  in  confequence 
becomes  their  leaden     Exa6lly  the   fame 
thing  takes  place  among  favages.     He  who 
has  given  the  moft  fignal  proofs  of  his  cour- 
age and  ftrength,  affumcs  the  right  of  being 
chief  of  the  warriors  of  his  tribe;  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  he  is  often  not  diftinguifhed 
by  any  perfonal  ornaments,  or  by  that  page- 
antry and  fliew,  in  Europe  and  Afia  reckoned 
fo  neceflary   an  appendage   of  authority. 
But  this  right,  however  firmly  he  was  eftab- 
liflied  in  it,  does  not  defcend  to  any  of  his 
family.     If  his  fon  afpires  at  it,  he  muft  ac- 
quire it  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  father. 
Their  women,   as  we  have   hinted  above, 
being  by  nature  difqualified  from  arriving 
at  fuperior  eminence  in   war,    are,  confe- 
quently,  for  ever  debarred  from  arriving  at 
fuperior  rank  or  power.     In  civilized  count- 
ries, a  woman  acquires  fome  power  by  being 
the  mother  of  a  numerous  family,  who  obey 
her   maternal   authority,  and    defend   her 
honour  and  her  life.     But  even  as  a  mother, 
a  female  favage  gains  little ;  her  children 
daily  accuftomed  to  fee  their  father  treat 
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q  H  A  P.  }jer  neaf ly  as  a  flavf^,  foon  begin  to  imitate 
V^vNj  his  example,  and  either  pay  little  regard  to 
her  authority,  or  fhake  it  off  altogether^ 
Of  this  the  Hottentot  boys  afford  a  remark- 
able proof;  they  are  brought  up  by  the 
women  till  about  the  age  of  puberty,  when 
they  are  taken  from  them,  and  with  feveral 
eeremoi^es  initiated  into  the  fociety  of  the 
men;  the  initiation  over,  it  is  reckoned 
flianly  for.  a  boy  to  take  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  to  the  hut  of  his  mother^ 
and  beating  her  in  the  moft  barbarous  man- 
ner, to  fhew  that  he  is  naw  out  qf  her  ju- 
rifdiftion :  nor  is  this  a  private  a6l,  fot 
ftiould  the  mother  complain  to  the  men  of 
the  Kraal,  they  would  only  applaud  the 
boy,  for  fhewing  fo  laudable  a  contempt 
.    of  the  fqciety  and  authority  of  women, 

guviOi  "Pq  fupport  this  fingle  evidence  of  th» 
pf  ravage  W|"etched  condition  of  women  in  favage  life, 
women,  vre  have  unhappily  too  many  coUatena-li 
proofs.  In  the  Brazils,  they  are  obliged  to 
follow  their  hufbands  to  war,  and  fupplying 
the  place  of  beafts  of  burden,  to  carry  on 
their  backs  their  children,  provifions,  ham*- 
mocks,  and  every  thing  wanted  in  the  fieldl 
Jn  the  Iflhmus  of  Darien,  they  are  fent  along 

with 
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with  warriors  and  travellers,  as  we  do  bag-  ^  ^.^^  ^• 
gage  horfes;  even  their  Queen  appeared  ^^vx^ 
before  fome  Englifh  gentlemen,  carrying  her 
fucking  child  wrapt  in  a  red  blanket.  Among 
the  Algonquins  and  Iroquois,  they  are  o- 
bilged  to  fkin  all  the  animals  which  the  men 
kill  in  hunting.  The  Miamis,  deflitute  of 
the  conveniences  of  Europe,  tranfport  their 
baggage  and  provifions  on  a  kind  of  fledges ; 
thefe,  the  women  are  obliged  to  drag  upon 
the  furface  of  the  fnow,  by  the  help  of  belts 
fixed  on  their  foreheads ;  taflcs  which  they 
perform  with  a  refolution  jiijd  perfeverance 
^Imofl  incredi|ple. 

In  every  defpotic  (late,  flavery  is  a  chain; 
the  prince  at  the  head  of  it  opprefles  his 
courtiers,  they  opprefs  the  inferior  officers, 
the  inferior  officers  opprefs  the  whole  of  the 
fubjefts,  and  every  fubjeft  opprefles  the  wo- 
men. So  contemptible  is  the  fex,  in  fome 
countries,  that  even  an  alliance  with  thofe 
of  the  moft  exalted  rank,  confers  on  them 
neither  dignity  nor  privilege.  The  fov- 
ereign  of  Giaga  in  Africa,  does  not  exempt 
his  own  wives  from  the  flavifli  cuftoms  of 
the  country;  one  carries  his  bow,  another 
his  arrows,  a  third  his  provifions,  &c. ;  and 

wheq 
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^  viu^'  when  he  cats  or  drinks,  they  are  all  obliged 
V"Y>-^  to  fall  down  on  their  knees  in  token  of  ref- 
peS,  His  fubjefts  condemn  their  wives  and 
daughters  to  toil  along  with  the  flaves,  and 
attend  themfelves  with  whips  and  other  inr 
f):ruments  of  ^orrefliion,  to  ftimulate  them 
to  labour,  Mamood  the  Second,  emperor 
Qf  Hindoflan,  at  that  time  one  of  the  rich^ 
eft  and  moft  extenfive  monarchies  on  the 
globe,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  his  country, 
had  only  one  wife,  whom  he  obliged  to  do 
every  part  qf  his  houfehold  drudgery.  One 
day  having  complained,  that  (he  had  burnt 
her  fingers  baking  his  bread,  fhe  defired  that 
he  would  allow  her  a  maid  to  affift  her, 
"  I  am,"  faid  he,  "  only  a  truftee  for  the 
"  ftate,  and  determined  not  to  burden  it 
**  with  needlefs  expences ;''  a  fpeech  more 
adapted  to  the  patriotic  pride  of  a  Greek 
pr  Roman,  than  to  the  luxurious  effeminacy 
of  the  Eaft, 

The  fondnefs  of  a  woman  for  her  ofp- 
fpring  is  fo  remarkable,  that  in  Scrjpture 
it  is  reprefented  as  the  moft  powerful  of  all 
human  feelings :  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her 
**  fucking  child  ?  "  Yet,  to  fuch  a  degree 
is  the  ill-ufage  of  the  fex  carried  ip  fomc 

favage 
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favage  countries,  that  it  even  obliterates  this  ^^^f^  ^• 
feeling,  and  induces  them  to  deftroy  the  <yyK> 
female  dhildreil  of  their  own  body,  that 
they  may  thereby  fslve  them  from  the 
Wretchednefs  to  which  they  themfelves  are 
fubjeft.  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  reproving 
one  of  the  female  inhabitants  of  the  banksl 
of  the  Oronooka,  for  this  inhuman  crime, 
received  the  following  anfwer:  "I  wifti  to 
^'  God,  Father,  I  wifti  to  God,  that  my 
*'  mother  had,  by  my  death,  prevented  the 
**  manifold  diftreffes  I  have  endured,  and 
have  yet  to  endure  as  long  as  I  live ;  had 
fhe  kindly  ftifled  me  in  my  birth,  I  ftiould 
not  have  felt  the  pain  of  death,  nor  the 
^^  numberlefs  other  pains  to  which  life  has 
fubjefted  me.  Confider,  Father,  our  de-^ 
plorable  condition,  our  hufbands  go  to 
**  hunt  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  and 
*^  trouble  themfelves  no  farther;  we  are 
dragged  along  with  one  infant  at  our 
brealt,  and  another  in  a  bafket :  they  re- 
turn in  the  evening  without  any  burden^ 
'*  we  return  with  the  burden  of  our  children; 
and  though  tired  with  long  walking,  are 
not  allowed  to  fleep,  but  muft  labour  the 
whole  night  in  grinding  maize  to  make 
•^  chica  for  them :  they  get  drunk,  and  in 
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c  vin^'  ^'  ^^^^^  drunkennefs  beat  us,  draw  us  by  th« 

iy^no  "  hair  of  the  head^  and  tread  us  under  foots 

"  and   what  have  we  to   comfort   us   for 

flavery,    perhaps   of  twenty    years? — A 

young  wife  is  brought  in  upon  us,   and 

permitted  to  abufe  us  and  our  children* 

Can  human  nature  endure  fuch  tyranny  ?-• 

"  What  kindnefs  can  we  ihew  to  our  femald 

"  children,  equal  to  that  of  relieving  them 

**  from  fuch  fervitude^  more  bitter  a  thouf* 

**  and  times  than  death  ?     I  repeat  again^ 

**  Would  to  God,  my  mother  had  put  mc 

♦•  under  ground  the  moment  I  was  bom*!'* 


•  shocking  as  this  defcriijiion  may  appear,  it  U  grcntly  exceeded  bf 
two  otherii  cihlbited  by  the  Abbe  Raynal,  in  his  Hlftofy  of  the  EU- 
^•opcau  SrtileiDcnts;  the  one  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  othrf  by  the 
French  and  Engiifh.  Wc  have  thought  proper  to  mention  them  in  a 
note,  as  they  arc  pra(£tired  by  people  whom  we  do  not  clafs  among 
favagts,  and  therefore  ^'c  CAr.n«t,  with  fo  mUch  firopriety,  inftrt  them 
in  the  text  Speaking  of  the  firft  feftlement  of  St  Domingo,  **  Tha 
hativei,  f/iys  he,  were  indiicriminately  chained  together  like  beaftsj 
thufe  who  funk  tindrr  their  burdens,  were  compelleii  to  rife  by  blows* 
No  intercourfe  p<i0ed  between  the  feies  bat  by  fteahh^  tHe  men  pef 
Iflied  in  the  mines,  and  the  women  in  the  fields,  which  they  cultivated 
with  their  weak  hands.  Their  conOitutions,  already  exhaufled  with 
esceffivc  labour,  lircfe  tlill  further  i Unpaired  by  an  unwholefome  anil 
icanty  diet;  the  mothers  expifed  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  preffing 
their  dead  or  dying  inf;tnts  to  their  breads;  flirivelied  and  contra<fled 
for  want  of  a  proper  fnpply  of  milk  Tne  fathers  either  ffoiioned 
ihemfeives,  or  haiiged  themfelves  on  tbofe  very  trees  on  which  they 
had  jud  fccn  their  wives  and  theii'  children  expire.  The  whote  race 
bcAai&c  titis^.**    In  aiiothef  ^Ucti|  fpeakiog  of  the  ilaves  of  tFie  £il^ 
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JPerhaps  this  complaint  may  be  a  little  ex-  ^  ^^^^^^ 
tsLggerated ;  but  ftiould  even  the  great  out- 
lines of  it  be  true*  they  fully  envince  the 
deplorable  condition  of  favage  women :  and 
that  they  may  be  trae^  appears  from  many 
^milar  inftanCes  among  barbarous  nations^ 

The  Greenlanders^  who  live  moftly  upoit 
ieals^  think  it  (ufiicient  to  catch  and  bring 
them  on  fhofe,  and  would  rather  almoft 
fubmit  to  Ibirve^  than  afliil  their  women  in 
ikinning^  drefiing3  or  dragging  the  cumbrous 
animals  home  to  their  huts.  In  fome  parts  o( 
America^  when  the  men  kill  any  game  in  thtf 
woods,  they  lay  it  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  fii 
a  mark  there^  and  travelling  till  they  arrive 
at  their  habitations,  fend  their  women  to 
fetch  it ;  a  talk  which  their  own  laziiiefs  and 
J>ride  equally  forbid*  Among  many  of  thtf 
tribes  of  wandering  Atabs,  the  Women  are 
not  only  obliged  to  do  every  domeftic  and 

topeaii»  id  general,  he  obferres,  *'  That  fuch  hard  hhom  is  reqiiired  o^ 
tiegroe  t^omen,  both  before  and  after  their  pregnaocy,  that  their  child^ 
i-en  are  either  abortive^  or  live  but  a  (hort  time  after  delivery  \  mothers^ 
tendered  defperate  by  the  puniCliroetits  which  the  weaknefs  of  their 
condition  occaflons  them,  fnatch  fometimet  their  children  from  thtf 
Cradle,  in  order  to  llrangle  them  in  their  arms,  and  facrifice  them  with 
SI  fury  mingled  with  a  fpirit  of  revenge  and  compai&oa,  that  they  msLf 
tLot  become  the  property  of  their  cruel  nuAers.'* 

Vol*  L  Mm  every 
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^"  A  P.  every  rural  work;  bat  alfo  to  feied,  to  drefs, 
o^N^vj  to  bridle,  and  faddle  the  horfes,  for  the  ufe 
of  their  hufbands.     The  Moorifh  women, 
befidcs  doing  all  the  fame  kinds  of  drudg-^ 
ery,  are  alfo  obliged  to  cultivate  the  fields, 
while  their  hufbands  ftand   idle  fpeftators 
of  the  toil,   or  fleep  inglorious  beneath  a 
neighbouring  fhade.     In  favage  countries, 
women  are  rarely  admitted  to  the  honour 
of  eating  and  drinking  with  the  men ;  but 
ftand  and  wait  upon  them  while  at  meals, 
ferve  them  with  whatever  they  call  for,  and, 
after  all,  fit  down  themfelves  and  eat  up  the 
refufe  of  what  they  have  left;  which,   un- 
lefs  in  times  of  great  plenty,  is  commonly 
but  a -penurious  repaft.     In  Madura,  the 
hufband  generally  fpeaks  to  his  wife  in  the 
moft  imperious  tone ;  while  fhe,  with  fear 
and  trembling,  approaches  him,  and  pro- 
Bounces  not  his  name,  but  with  the  addition 
of  every  dignifying  title  fhe  can  devife.     \x% 
return  for  all  this  fubmiffion,  he  frequently 
beats  and  abufes  her  in  the  mofl  barbarous 
manner.     Being  afked  the  reafon  of  fuch  a 
behaviour,  one  of  them  anfwered,  **  As  our 
"  wives  are   fo   much    our  inferiors,    why 
**^  fhould  we  allow  them  to  eat  and  drink 
**  with  us?    If   they   commit  faults,   why 

•^  fliould 
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'^  (hould  they  not  fufFer  corrcftion?  It  is  ^  ",„'*• 
**  their  bulinefs  only  to  bring  up  our  child-  l/^v^vj' 
*^  ren,  pound  our  rice,  make  our  oil,  and 
"  do  every  other  kind  of  drudgery,  purpofes, 
*^  to  whiqh  only  their  low  knd  inferior  na- 
**  tures  are  adapted."  But  as  revenge  and 
not  amendment  i$  commonly  the  motive 
which  inftigates  a  favage  to  correftion';  that 
revenge  is  often  not  to  be  fatiated  by  any 
thing  but  death.  Father  Brebeuf  relates, 
that  one  day,  accidentally  coming  upon  a 
young  Huron  who  was  beating  a  woman 
with  his  club,  he  ran  up  to  him,  and  having 
afked  him  why  he  committed  fuch  an  out- 
rage, *^  She  is  my  fifter/'  replied  the  favage, 
^^  {he  has  been  guilty  of  theft,  and  I  will 
•^  expiate  by  her  death,  the  diftionour  (he 
*'  has  done  to  me  and  my  family."  In 
civilized  countries,  when  a  relation  commits 
a  crime,  the  family  though  fenfible  of  the 
difhonour,  wifti  to  fave  the  criminal.  In 
favage  countries,  the  reverfe  feems  to  be 
the  cafe.  To  account  for  this  difference 
of  fentiment,  would  be  folving  a  curious 
problem  in  natural  hiflory, 

Among-  fome    of  the  negroes  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  a  wife  is  never  allowed 
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CHAP,  to  appear  before  her  huiband,  nof  to  re* 
Vvv>  ceive  any  thing  from  his  hand»  but  in  a 
kneeling  poAure,  In  feveral  parts  of  A^ 
nierica,  women  arc  not  fuffered  to  enter  into 
their  temples,  or  join  in  their  religious  af* 
femblies ;  and  in  the  houfes  where  the  chiefs 
meet  to  confult  on  affairs  of  ftate,  they 
are  only  permitted  to  enter  and  feat  them* 
felves  on  the  floor,  on  each  fide  of  the 
paffage.  In  Hindoftan,  they  are  not  allowed 
to  give  evidence  in  any  court;  and  fo  diffi- 
cult is  it  to  fhake  off  the  cuiloms  of  bar- 
barity, that  this  privilege  was  but  lately 
granted  them  in  Scotland.  Some  of  the 
Caribs,  who  are  remarkable  fpr  the  flavery 
of  their  worAen,  being  alked,  why  they  held 
them  ip  fo  great  fubjeftion  ?  *<  We  fubjeft 
<^  our  women,"  faid  they,  ^'  becaufe  they  are 
^*  weaker  than  us,  while  in  Europe  n  whole 
*'  nation  of  you  fubmit  to  one  man,  who  i? 
^'  perhaps  not  fo  firong  as  any  of  you ;  and 
•*  even  fometimes,  we  are  told,  to  one  wo- 
^*  man,  a  thing  of  which  we  have  no  idea^'* 
In  the  kingdom  of  fotany,  fo  low  is  the 
condition  of  women,  th;it  numbers  of  fe^ 
male  (laves  are  kept  by  the  great,  not  to 
fatisfy  the  appetite  of  their  mafter,  nof  to 
4o  his  pegcfij^ry  bufmcfs,  but  to  be  hired 
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out  to  ftrangers  for  the  purpofes  of  profti-  ^  ^^^^  ^* 
ttttion.  Moft  of  our  readers,  we  prefume,  v/w 
lune  not  ignorant  of  the  Circaflian  cuftom  of 
breeding  young  girls,  on  purpofe  to  be  fold 
in  the  public  market  to  the  higheft  bidder. 
But  we  decline  any  further  inveftigaiion  of 
this  fubjeS,  afraid  that  if  it  were  fcrupuloufly 
examined,  we  (hould  find,  that  women  are 
in  fome  degree,  bought  and  fold  in  every 
country,  whether  favage  or  civilized. 

To  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the  fex, 
wc  may  add  the  general  cuftom  in  many 
favage  countries,  of  prefenting  their  wives 
and  daughters  to  ftrangers  for  hire;  of  ♦ 
making  them  dance  naked  before  them ;  of 
divorcing,  and  even  in  fome  places  of  Tar- 
tary,  of  deftroying  their  wives  almoft  at 
pleafure*.     Such,  in  general,  is  the  pi6lure 


*  Of  this  Dr.  Cook  relates  a  recent  example,  *'  Some  young  tneii 
*'  Kclongmg  to  my  bofpital,**  fays  U«,  **  returning  home  one  ercaiBg, 
"  and  having  been  overtaken  with  liquor,  4s  they  palfcd  by  the  KaU 
*^  mack  tehtft  they  went  in  and  gave  a  wookhi  liquor  to  inmxicate  bet  i 
**  tbe  h(afl]6ind  not  being  prafent  gave  thenk  opportunities  of  uiing  what. 
**  liberties  thev  plcafed;  in  Hiort,  it  was  faid  die  was  caught  by  her 
*'  -faoibund  in  the  very  a<5b  He  difmiiTed  her  gucA»  without  quairell-ng 
'*  with  them,  put  his  wife  to  death,  and,  next  morning,  I,  with  others, 
**  Taw  him  dragging  the  dead  body  towards  a  bridge,  from  the  middle 
"  of  which  he  threw  it  into  the  river.' 


t> 
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^  viii  ^*  ^f  favage  life ;  more  particular  figures  might 
V^vN>  cafily  be  added  to  the  group  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  but  we  are  afraid  that  it  is  al- 
ready fuflBciently  difgufting  to  our  fair  read- 
ers, and  would  not  willingly  make  it  more 
fo.  Women  fo  oppreffed  with  flavery,  and 
irritated  by  ill  ufage,  can  have  no  affeSion 
for  their  hufbands,  and  but  little  for  their 
children ;  and  when  an  opportunity  of  (hak-r 
ing  off  the  yoke  is  offered,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  betray  the  one,  and  leave  to  for- 
tune, or  trample  upon,  the  other.  This 
was  verified  in  th^  women  of  South  America, 
When  the  Spaniards  firft  arrived  in  thefe 
regions,  the  fejc  foon  difcovered  that  they 
treated  them  in  a  very  .different  manner  froni 
that  of  the  natives,  and  while  the  unfor- 
tunate remains  of  the  men  were  endeavour- 
irig  tp  feparate  themfelves  from  the  fword 
that  purfued  them,  by  immenfe  defarts  and 
^Imofl  impenetrable  forefts ;  the  women  ran 
in  crowds  over  the  bodies  of  their  murdered 
hufbands  and  children,  to  enjoy  a  confe- 
quence  and  kindnefs  in  the  arms  of  the 
Spaniards,  which  fo  much  the  more  de- 
lighted them,  as  they  had  never  been  ac-» 
cuftomed  to  it. 

Although 
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Although  fuch  in  general  is  the  beha-  *^yjf,'' 
viour  of  favages  toward  their  women,  yet  crvvj 
that  behaviour  is  not  fo  uniformly  of  a*  ?^*  '"! 

J  ftanccs  ox 

piece,  as  not  to  admit  of  being  chequered  i>ctt«  «. 
with  fomething  which  has  more  the  appear*  ^**** 
ance  of  foftneCs  and  humanity.     This  in* 
Gonfiftency  of  behaviour,  more  or  lefs,  takes 
place  in  all  nations,  and  is  an  inconteilible 
proof  that  manners  and  cuftotos  are  every 
where  more  the  offspring  of  chance,  than 
of   fyftematic  arrangements      Among  the 
Hurons,  and  Iroquois,  though  women  are 
in  every  other   refpeft  treated  as    flaves, 
fuch  is  the  power  of  matrons  over  their  own 
families,  that  they  can  prevail  upon  them 
to  go  to  war,    or  defill  from  it,   as  they 
pleafe  ;  and,  if  a  matron,  either  with  a  view 
to  appeafe  the  ghofts  of  any  of  her  flain 
relations,  or  to  procure  prifoners  to  fupply 
their  places,  wifhes  to  engage  in  a  war  party, 
one  who  is  not  connefted  with  her ;   fhe  has 
only  to  make  him  a  prefent  of  a  collar,  or 
a  necklace  of  (hells,  which  operates  as  the 
mandate  of  a  fair  lady  did  in  the  times  of 
chivalry,  and  feldom  fails  of  engaging  the 
champion  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in   her 
favour. 

When 
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^  viH^'  When  the  Iroquois  have  taken  any  prif^ 
Kry>^  oners  of  war^  the  council  of  the  nation 
difpofe  of  them  as  they  think  proper*  But 
fuch,  in  this^  particular,  is  the  power  of  the 
mothers  of  families,  that  they  may^  if  they 
pleafe,  invalidate  the  determination  of  the 
council,  difpofe  of  the  prifoners  otherwife, 
or  Decome  fole  arbitrefles  of  the  life  or  death 
of  fuch  as  have  been  abfolved  or  condemned 
by  it.  We  have  already  obferved  that  the 
dignity  of  a  chief  among  favages,  depend-* 
ing  upon  perfonal  prowefs,  is  commonly 
eleftive.  Among  the  Hurons  it  is,  however^ 
not  only  hereditary,  but  defcends  in  the  fe- 
male line,  fo  that  it  is  not  the  fon  of  thcf 
chief,  but  his  fifter's  fon  who  fucceeds  him  j 
and  if  this  whole  line  be  extinft,  then  the 
fole  power  of  chufing  another  chief  is 
Vefted  111  the  nobleft  matron.  The  Huron 
chief  is  always  affifted  by  a  council,  and 
one  of  this  council  muft  be  chofen  out  of 
'  every  diftinguifhcd  family ;  this  choice  too 
is  the  prerogative  of  the  women,  and  they 
may,  and  even  fometimes  do,  appoint  one 
of  their  own  fex.  It  is  farther  related  by 
fome  authors^  that  every  thing  among  this 
people  is  tranfafted  in  the  name  of  the  wo- 
men;   but  thofe  who  have  had  the  beft 

oppor- 
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ttpportunities  of  beiilg  Acquainted  with  theii*  ^  ^^-^j  **• 
politics  aflure  us^  that  this  authority  is  no  v./'tnj 
more  than  nominal^  and  that  the  meii  ac- 
quaint the  women  only  with  fuch  affairs  as 
they  think  proper,  and  make  ufe  of  their 
Rames  as  in  other  countries  one  ufes  the  feal 
of  an  office; 

Among  the  Matches  the  fupreme  au*  I'rivPc^ct 
thority  is  alfo  hereditary,  and  defcends  not  the 
only  in  the  female  lihe^  but  feems  to  de-  Natchc*. 
Volve  equally  on  a  male  and  female  of  that 
line.  The  male  is  called  the  man  chiefs  and 
the  female  the  woman  chief i  .  The  woman 
chief  is  not  the  wife,  but  the  fifter,  or  other 
heareft  female  relation  of  the  man  chief; 
She  is  attended  by  as  numerous  a  retinue^ 
and  has  the  fame  authority,  deference,  and 
refpeft  as  the  man  chief;  but  thefe  are  not 
all,  fhe  has^  befides,  the  moft  Angular  fe- 
male privilege  that  hiftory  gives  any  account 
of:  wheh  (he  dies,  her  hufband  and  all  her 
retinue  are  obliged  to  follow  her  into  the 
other  world,  that  they  may  there  ferve  and 
attend  her  in  th^  fame  manner  they  did  in 
this;  We  {hall  have  occafioh  to  mention  after- 
Vardi  that  in  the  Eaft  it  has  been  a  cuftom 
time  immemorial,  for  wives  to  burn  them- 

VoL.  L  N  n  felves 
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c "A p-  felves  on  the  funeral  pile  of  their  deceafcd 
L/^rv  hufbands,  and  for  the  flaves,  and  even  horfes 
of  the  great,  to  be  buried  with  them,  in 
order  to  ferve  them  in  the  other  world ;  this, 
however,  is  the  only  inftance  we  find  of  a 
hufband  being  obliged  to  facrifice  himfelf  to 
the  manes  of  his  wife*;  but  even  this  inftance 
does  not  fo  much  excite  our  amazement, 
when  we  confider  that  the  Natches  worfliip 
the  fun,  and  that  the  woman  chief  is  by 
them  held  as  a  defcendant  of  that  luminary ; 
while  her  huft)and  is  but  a  common,  and 
generally  an  inferior  mortal,  whom  ftie  mar- 
ries from  the  lowcft  of  the  people,  that  ftie 
may  the  more  eafily  govern  and  enflave 
him.  Something  fimilar  to  this  is  pradifed 
by  the  Africans  about  Zaara,  where  birth 
and  rank  impart  to  fome  women  a  right  of 
chufing  a  hufband,  whom  they  keep  in  ex- 
treme fubjeflion,  and  even  condemn  to  the 
moft  abjeft  flavery,  when  diffatisficd  with  his 
conduft  or  condefcenfion.  The  fitters  of 
the  Grand  Seignior  are  alfo  generally  mar- 
ried to  the  officers  of  that  tyrant,  whom  they 
govern  ,with  the  moft  abfolute  fway,  Fropri 
this  honour  and  deference  paid  to  the  wo- 
man chief  among  the  Natches,  we  would 
naturally  imagine,    that  the  condition  of 

their 
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their  women  fliould  be  in  general,  prefer-  ^  ^^f^  **• 
able  to  what  it  is  among  other  favages ;  and    v-^vx^ 
we  meet  with  a  few  anecdotes  in  ,their  hif- 
tory,  which  feem  to  hint  that  fome  other 
females,   befides   the  great  woman  chief, 
have  particular  privileges  and  honours  con- 
ferred on  them ;  but  however  this  be,  it  is 
certain  that  the  fex  are  in  general  con-  . 
demned  to  the  fame  ilavery  as  in  other 
parts  of  America* 

Among  the  few  privileges  which  tend  to  ^^^'^^^ 
chear  the  life  of  the  female  favage,  that  of  enjoyed 
perfonal  liberty  is  undoubtedly  the  greateft.  ^^  *" 
The  love  of  favages  is  feldom  dire£ied  fo 
much  to  any  individual  as  to  the  fex  in 
general ;  hence  they  have  little  jealoufy,  at 
kaft  not  enough  to  prompt  them  to  confine 
their  women :  but,  though  in  many  favage 
countries  they  are  fo  far  from  being  jealous 
of,  that  they  will  even  offer  their  wives  to 
ftrangers ;  in  others,  they  feem  tenacious  of 
the  rights  of  the  hufband,  and  afraid  of 
every  ftrange  invader.  Captain  Wallis,  in 
his  paifage  through  the  ftreights  of  Magel- 
Ian,  having  fent  out  a  boat  to  go  on  fliorc, 
fome  of  the  natives  who  were  on  board  his 
fhip,  leaped  into  their  canoes  and  paddled 

N  n  a  after 
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^  vin  ^'  ^^^^^  ^^^'  fliouting  and  making  a  great  noife* 
^^y%j  The  people  in  the  fhip  could  not  underftand 
the  meaning  of  this,  thofe  in  the  boat  were 
as  much  at  a  lofs,  till  they  began  to  ap- 
proach the  fhore,  when  they  difcovered 
fome  women  gathering  mufcles  among  the 
rocks,  who,  on  hearing  the  alarm  from 
their  countrymen,  ran  away  as  fall  has  they 
could  fcour.  No  people  feem  more  rude 
and  barbarous  than  the  inhabitants  of  thi? 
coaft,  and  yet,  from  this  behaviour,  itfeemsi 
.they  are  not  entirely  flrangers  to  jealoufy ; 
a  paffion,  which,  though  far  from  being  the 
general  charaftefiftic  of  favages,  is  yet  in 
feveral  other  places  to  be  found  among 
them.  But  the  jealoufy  of  favages  is  com-? 
monly  the  paroxyfm  of  an  hour,  which 
rages  violently  and  again  fubfidcs,  till  a 
new  occafion  call  it  forth,  and  not  that  fet- 
tled and  cautious  fufpicion  of  warmer  re- 
gions, and  half  civilized  people,^  to  whom, 

trifles  light  as  air. 


Are  confirmations  ftrong,  and  proofs  a$ 

hply  writ, 

Among  a  people  who  fcarcely  poffefs  any 
t][iing  but  the  provifioji  of  the  dfty,  and  the 

?mpty 
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empty  walls   of  a  miferable   hut;   whofe  ^"111.^* 
clothes,  arms  and  utenfils,  are  often  buried  ^y-vx^ 
with  them ;  and  whofe  land  is  either  unoc-  J'J^f^ 
cupied  or  vefted  in  the  community,  neither  havciittic 
men  nor  women  can  have  much  property,  as  ^"^^^^^^ 
there  is  feldom  any  thing  to  inherit  that  is 
worth  tranfmitting  from  one  generation  to 
another.     Dignity  is  hereditary  only  among 
the  Hurons  and  Natches ;  in  almoft  every 
other  barbarous  country  it  is  but  imperfeftly 
known.     Authority  is  derived  folely  from 
perfonal  ftrength  and  courage,  and  hardly 
attended  with  any  badges  of  diflinftion.    In 
polite  countries,  women  fhare  in  fome  de- 
gree the  authority,  and  generally  the  honour 
of  their  hufbands,     In  favage  ones   they 
(hare  in  neither.    It  is,  however,  of  fome 
little  advantage  to  be  married  to  a  war  chief, 
and  in  fome  places  to  be  the  mother  of  a 
numerous  family,  who  can  provide  for,   or 
defend  them  when  neceffary.    The  privilege 
of  precedency,  which  in  Europe  has  the 
power  of  fafcinating  almofl:  every  female 
mind,  does  not  difturb  the  peace  of  favages, 
nor  kindles  up  a  fpark  of  envy   in  their 
breads.     What  we  formerly  obferved  of  the 
women  of  the  ancient  Germans,  Celtes,  and 
Qauls,  may  be  equally  applied  to  the  favage 

women 
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CHAP.  >vv^omen  of  the  prefent  times ;  they  are  com«p 
vrw  monly  the  only  phylicians  and  furgeons, 
and,  infome  cafes,  are  pofleffed.of  fecrets, 
by  which  they  cure  difeafes  that  have  baffled 
the  fkill  of  expert  European  phyficians* 
Thefe  cures  fometinles  procure  them  a  little 
more  regard,  and  give  them  a  greater  con- 
fequence  than  they  would  other  wife  enjoy, 
but  they  derive  ftill  a  greater  degree  of 
confequence  from  a  fuperftitious  fource; 
many  of  them  are  fuppofed  to  be  endowed 
with  a  fupernatural  power  of  difcovering 
future  events ;  ignorance  often  applies  to 
thefe,  to  recover  what  it  has  loft,  or  to  pro- 
cure what  it  defires;  and,  however  they  may 
be  treated  at  other  times,  they  are  fure,  oa 
thefe  occafions,  to  have  the  liberty  of  doing 
and  direding  as  they  pleafe. 

From  thefe  rude  fcenes  of  uncultivated 
nature,  where  the  ills  that  attend  female 
life  are  fo  numerous,  and  its  privileges  fo 
few;  let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  towards  fuch 
people  as,  in  their  progreffive  ftatc,  have 
ihook  off  the  rudenefs  of  the  moft  favage 
barbarity,  and  are  beginning  to  advance  to 
a  focial  and  civil  condition. 

This 
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The  firft  ftep  which  a  people  funk  in  ^ym!^^ 
brutality  of  manners  commonly  make  to-   lyvv) 
wards  cultivation,  is  by  beginning  to  beftow  ^^*^|^ 
fome  attention  on  the  future,   as  well  as  on  among 
the  prefent  hour,    and  to  provide  afi[ainft  p'^'pI****** 
thofe  times  of  fcarcity,  to  which  their  own  ^rom 
negleft  and  inattention  have  fo  often  fub-  todvii^ 
jefted  them  ;    this,    a  little    confideration  *^^^* 
cafily  points  out  to  them  to  be  moft  readily 
accompliftied,  by  turning  from  the  preda* 
tory  to  the  paftoral  ftate ;   and  fo  having 
conllantly  in  their  pofleflion  a  ftock  of  tame 
animals,   which  they  may  ufe  at  fuch  times 
and  feafons,  as  they  cannot  find  a  fupply 
of  provifions  in  the  rivers  and  forefts  around 
them.     In  this  ftate  are   the  greateft  part 
of  the  wandering  hordes   of  Tartars  and 
Arabs,  who,  by  pafturage  alone,  procure 
to  themfelves  no  uncomfortable  fubfiftence* 
As  this  is  but  one  ftep  in  the  progrefs  from 
favage  to  civil  life,  the  progrefs  of  female 
improvement  has  among  them   advanced 
but  one  ftep  alfo;  the  paflion  for  drefs,  a 
paffion  fo  natural  to  the  fex,  wherever  they 
meet  with  the  leaft  kind  indulgence,  begins 
to  fliew  itfelf;     while   among  the  rudeflL 
lavages,    it    is   reprefled    by  feverity,    or 
even  fomeiimes  extinguiftxed  by  ill  ufage. 

Women 
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^'vin/'  Women  only  drefs  to  give  an  additiorial 
yj>^>^  luftre  to  their  charms^  and  only  wifli  to  be 
charming  to  pleafe  the  men;  but,  where 
the  love  of  the  men  is  direfted  more  to  the 
fex  than  the  individual^ .  a  woman  has  no 
motive  to  excite  even  a  wifh  of  being  fu- 
pcriprly  beautiful.  On  the  contrary,  where 
love  is  direfted  more  to  the  individual  than 
to  the  fei,  where  the  men  diftinguifh  by  a 
peculiar  attention  the  female  who  has  the 
art,  by  ornament  and  drefs,  to  appear  more 
cl^arming  than  her  companions,  who  are 
not  lefs  beholden  to  nature ;  there,  the  mod 
powerful  motive  to  appear  beautiful  is  held 
out.  The  paflion  for  ornament  among  the 
Tartarian  and  Arabian  women,  proceeds 
from  this  fource :  the  men  are  fond  of  feeing 
their  wives  loaded  with  finery,  and  will  un-a 
dergo  any  hardlhip,  or  part  almoft  with 
any  thing  but  their  horfes,  to  procure  it 
for  them- 

Ther£  are  a  variety  of  places  in  Africa, 
and  even  fome  in  Afia,  where,  although  the 
inhabitants  have  arrived  at  the  paftoral 
itate^  they  appear  but  a  little  removed  from 
the  barbarity  of  the  mere  fifher  and  hunter ; 
but,  wherever  they  have  carried  the  idea^ 

of 
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bf  aflbciation  and  civilization  fo  far,  as  to  ^y^fi^* 
apply  themfclves  to  agriculture,  they  are  in 
general  fomewhat  more  humane,  and  the 
efFe6ls  of  that  humanity  (hew  themfelves  in 
their  behaviour  to  the  fair  fexi  We  are  not^ 
however,  to  imagine  that  this  rule  is  general^ 
but,  like  all  others^  liable  to  many  except 
tions. 

On  fonic  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Guinea^ 
the  women  are  even  fo  far  diftinguiftied  as 
to  have  a  vote  in  the  public  affemblies ; 
while  in  many  others,  their  condition  is 
wretched  beyond  imagination.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  the  women  are  gener- 
ally handfome,  if  beauty  can  confift  in 
fymmetry  of  features,  and  not  in  colour. 
They  are  modeft^  affable,  and  faithful,  and 
an  air  of  innocence  appears  in  their  looka 
and  in  their  language,  which  is  inexpreffibly 
foft.  Their  men,  not  infenfible  of  thefe 
perfeftions^  treat  them  with  an  exuberance 
of  tendernefs  and  love,  far  beyond  the 
reach  pf  the  frigid  ideas  of  a  northern^ 
When  we  approach  more  towards  the  Eaft^ 
the  complexion  and  charafter  of  the  Afric- 
ans become  worfe.  Situated  in  an  ungrate- 
ful foil,  hardly  improveable  by  cjulture,  they 

Vol.  L  Go  are 
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VIII. 


are  obliged  to  fubfift  moftly  upon  the  pro- 
vyvNj  duce  of  their  rivers  and  their  woods ;  their 
women  have  not  the  amiable  modefty,  nor 
engaging  beauty  of  thofe  on  the  banks  of 
the  Niger;  their  language,  like  the  foil  they 
inhabit,  is  harfh  and  difagreeable ;  and  they 
are  to  the  men  objefts  of  but  little  love,  and 
have  almoft  no  political  confequence. 

In  the  ifland  of  Formofa,  and  among  fomc 
tribes  of  the  Peruvians,  daughters  are  more 
regarded  than  fons,  becaufe,  as  foon  as  a 
woman  is  married,  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
of  other  countries^  fhe  brings  her  hufband 
home  with  her  to  her  father's  houfe,  and  he 
becomes  one  of  the  family ;  fo  that  parents 
derive  fupport  and  family-ftrength  from  the 
marriage  of  a  daughter ;  whereas  fons,  on 
their  marriage,  leave  the  family  for  ever. 
Befides  the  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the 
Niger,  there  are  feveral  other  people  in 
Africa,  who  do  not  treat  their  women  with 
that  rudenefs  and  barbarity,  which  we  ihould 
naturally  expeft  from  a  people  fo  little  culti- 
vated.    In  particular  there  is  one  tribe  diC- 
tinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Fholeys^  whofe 
conftant  maxim  is  tp  live  in  peace ;  who  are 
no  indifferent   proficients  in  fome  of  the 

arts 
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arts  of  civil  life ;  and,  perhaps,  fecond  to  ^  ||^j^  ^* 
no  people  on  earth  in  benevolence  and  hu-  l/»j 
manity.     Their  women  have  all  the  advan- 
tages of  fociety,  and  all  the  indulgence  of 
friendftiip  and  of  love. 

Though  pafturage,  agriculture,  and  every 
thing  that  brings  mankind  into  fociety,  is 
generally  in  favour  of  women;  yet  the  firft 
efforts  of  a  people  in  agriculture,  com- 
monly  lay  an  additional  load  of  labour  on 
the  flioulders  of  that  fex ;  fo  that  they  lofe, 
in  the  beginning,  by  an  inftitution,  which 
afterwards  turns  greatly  to  their  advantage.  > 
This  is  the  cafe  in  many  parts  of  Afia  and 
Africa ;  imperfeftly  acquainted  with  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  ground,  it  yields  them  but 
an  indifferent  increafe;  its  cultivation,  is, 
therefore,  confidered  as  an  employment  not 
worthy  of  the  men,  but  only  of  the  women, 
who  cannot  in  any  other  thing  employ 
themfelves  to  greater  advantage.  Hence, 
to  all  the  labours  which  had  formerly  fallen 
to  their  fhare,  are  added  thofe  of  digging  the 
ground,  fowing  the  feed,  and  reaping  the 
harvefl ;  labours  which,  in  a  fultry  climate, 
mufl  be  exceedingly  difagreeable  to  the  deli- 
cate conftitutions  of  a  fex,   which  nature 

feems 


»84  THE     HISTORY 

^vinT'  ^^^^^  *^  ^^v^  formed  for  fofter  purpofes. 

cnro  But  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  enu- 
merate too  many  of  the  evils  to  which 
that  fex  are  fubjefted ;  we  fhall  now,  there-, 
fore,  trace  the  progrefs  of  their  improve^ 
ment  forward,  to  that  ftate  of  civilization, 
where  they  are  the  objefts  of  honour  and 
indulgence. 

Of  *^«         Though  politenefs  teache?  us  to  confider 

confinC'*         IP  r  i         r  i 

ment  of  thc  conhnemcnt  or  women  as  an  unlawiul 
vomcn,  exertion  of  fuperior  power,  and  humanity 
to  fhudder  at  it  as  an  unmerited  feverity ; 
yet  we  find  it  praftifed  almoft  all  over  Afia, 
Africa,  and  even  in  fome  parts  of  Europe* 
But  what  feems  rather  extraordinary,  is, 
wherever  it  takes  place,  it  affords  a  demons 
ftrative  proof,  that  the  inhabitants  are  ar- 
rived fome  degrees  farther  in  civilizatioi^ 
than  mere  favages,  who  have  hardly  any 
love,  and,  confequently,  as  little  jealoufy; 
.who,  not  regarding  their  women  fo  much 
as  to  be  folicitous  about  their  good  beha- 
viour, fet  no  bounds  to  their  freedom,  and 
arc  unconcerned  about  their  condu6i. 

This  confinement  of  the  fex,  which  we 
Ih^ll  have  occafion  to  difcufs  more  fully 

O  o  2  after* 
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afterward,  does  not  appear  to  be  extremely  ^yiiiT' 
rigid  in  the  empire  of  the  Mogul.  It  is,  per- 
haps, lefs  fo  in  China,  and  in  Japan  hardly 
exifts.  In  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, they  are  more  ftriftly  guarded ;  and  ii^ 
Perfia,  fo  powerful  is  the  rage  of  jealoufy, 
and  fo  rooted  the  opinion  of  female  frailty, 
that  they  have  never  enjoyed  the  leaft  de^r 
gree  of  liberty.  But  though  women  are 
confined  in  the  Turkifh  empire,  they  experi- 
ence every  other  indulgence.  They  are 
allowed,  at  ftated  times,  to  go  to  the  pub- 
lic baths.  Their  apartments  are  richly,  if 
not  elegantly  furnifhed.  They  have  a  train 
of  female  flaves  to  ferve  and  amufe  them ; 
and  their  perfons  are  adonled  with  every 
coflly  ornament,  which  their  fathers  or 
hufbands  can  afford :  in  lhort„  their  fitua- 
tion,  upon  the  whole,  feems  fo  eligible, 
that  lady  Montague  fcruples  not  to  affirm, 
that  they  are  the  only  free  and  happy  women 
on  the  globe;  though  we  rather  fufpeft, 
that  her  ladyfhip  would  not  have  changed 
her  Englilh  condition  for  all  the  finery  and 
gloom  of  the  firft  Haram,  or  even  of  the 
feraglio  of  Conftantinople.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  ftriflnefs  of  confinement  in  Perfia, 
their  women  are  treated  with  feveral  indul- 
gences ; 
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^  vifi  ***  gcJ^ces  ;  they  are  allowed  a  variety  of  pre-^ 
o-vNj  cious  liquors,  of  coftly  perfumes,  and  beau- 
tiful flaves.  Their  apartments  are  furnifhed 
with  the  moft  elegant  hangings  and  carpets, 
their  perfons  ornamented  with  the  fineft 
filks,  and  even  loaded  with  the  fparkling 
jewels  of  the  Eaft ;  but  all  thefe  trappings, 
however  elegant,  or  however  gilded,  are 
only  like  the  golden  chains  fomctimes  made 
ufe  of  to  bind  a  royal  prifoner. 

The  Mahometan  women,  in  the  empire 
of  the  Mogul,  are  rather  of  more  confe- 
quencc  than  either  in  Turkey  or  in  Perfia. 
Among  the  lower  and  middling  ranks,  they 
are  not  ftri61:ly  confined ;  and  in  the  feraglio, 
they  fometimes  acquire  no  fmall  influence 
over  the  defptot,  at  whofe  frown  fo  extenfive 
an  empire  trembles,  Noor-Jehan  having 
become  the  favourite  wife  of  the  emperor 
Jchangire,  foon  afterward  placed  her  own 
relations  in  almoll  all  the  principal  employ- 
ments of  the  empire,  introduced  fuch  luxury 
ai)d  magnificence,  that  to  ufe  the  words  of 
an  oriental  writer,  *•  expenfive  pageants, 
"  and  fumptuous  entertainments,  became 
"  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  court ;  the  voice 
**  of  mufic  never  ceafed  by  day  in  the  ftreet, 

''  and 
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*'  and  the  flcy  was  enlightened  at  night  with  ^y,J^^' 
"  fircvorks  and  illuminations;  her'name  was    v-/v>m* 
"joined  with  that  of  the  emperor  on  the 
"  current  coin ;  fhe  was  the  fpring  which 
"  moved  the  machine  of  the  ftate ;  her  family 
*'  took  rank  immediately  after  the  princes  of 
"  the  blood,  and  were  admitted  even  to  the 
"  moll  fecret  apartments  of  the  feraglio.!* 
Such,  however,  was  only  the  influence  of 
fuperior  beauty,  and.fuperior  fenfe.     It  was 
not  common  for  women  to  govern  in  thii 
manner ;  though  they  frequently  moved  in 
degrees  of  inferior  confequence*     The  fe- 
raglios  of   people  of   rank,    arc  guarded 
with   a  ftrifter   feverity  than  thofc  of  the 
lower  order ;   owing  to  a  mixture  of  pride 
and  jealoufy,  which  far  furpaffes  the  iimple 
feelings  of  the  clown :  befides  the  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  perfidy  in  his  women,  the  gran- 
dee adds  to  it,  the  ftain  which  his  honour 
would  fuffer,  Ihould  any  of  them  be  cor- 
rupted by  one  of  inferior  quality ;  and  even 
thefe  women  themfelves  are  faid  to  glory  in 
their  confinement,  as  it  conceals  them  from 
vulgar  eyes;  and  inftances  are  related,  where 
they  rather  chofe  to  be  burned  to  deaths 
when  their  apartments  had  accidentally  taken 
fire,  than  fubmit  to  the  indelicacy  of  being 
expofed  to  public  view.  Where 


Uaiam. 
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^  viu^'  Where  fo  great  a  number  of  wives  and 
^^rv\j  concubines  are  allowed^  nothing  lefs  than  an 
^ri^ndf^  unlimited  power  in  the  hufband,  is  able  to 
In  the  reftrain  them  from  the  utmoft  diforder  and 
confufion^  This  power  is  the  fame  defpot^ 
ifm  in  miniature^  which  prevails  in  theftate; 
and  has  the  fame  effefi  upon  the  paHions^ 
teducing  them  all  under  the  dominion  of 
fear.  Even  female  jealoufy,  which,  in  othet 
countries,  tranfports  the  foul  into  the  regions 
of  fury  and  difpair,  is  curbed,  within  the 
walls  of  a  Haram.  The  women  may  there 
repine  in  fecret,  but  they  muft  clothe  their 
features  with  chearfulnefs  when  their  lord 
appears  j  contumacy  only'  draws  down  on 
them  immediate  punifhment ;  they  are  de- 
graded, chaftifed,  divorced,  (hut  up  in  dark 
dungeons ;  and  even  put  to  deaths  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  their  crime,  or  the 
indignation  they  have  excited :  their  friends 
may  murmur  in  fecret  at  their  fate;  but 
there  is  no  tedrefs  in  the  laws  of  their 
country^  nor  does  public  juftice  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  the  Haram. 
Though  the  laws  of  Hindoftan  fuft'er  wo- 
men thus  to  be  abufed,  yet  fo  facred  arc 
their  perfons,  that  they  muft  not  in  the  leaft 
be  violated^  nor  even  looked  at  by  any  one 

but 
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but  their  hufbands*  This  female  privilege  chap. 
has  given  an  opportunity  of  executing  many  unro 
confpiracies ;  warriors,  in  fuch  vehicles  as 
are  ufually  employed  to  carry  women,  have 
been  often  conveyed,  without  examination^ 
into  the  apartments  of  the  great ;  from 
whence,  -  inftead.  of  iffuing  forth  in  the 
fmiles  of  beauty,  they  have  rufhed  out  in 
the  terror  of  arms,  and  laid  the  tyrants  at 
their  feet. 

The  concealment  of  their  women  is  a  Tenacious 

of  the 

facred  tenet  among  the  Mahometans  of  chamtyof 
Hindoftan :  no  ftranger  is  ever  allowed  to  *^*" 
fee  them,  nor  can  even  brothers  vifit  their 
fillers  in  private.  To  be  confcious  of  the 
exiftence  of  a  man*s  wives  feems  a  crime; 
and  he  looks  furly  and  offended  if  theii* 
health  is  enquired  after.  In  every  country, 
honour  confifts  in  fomething  upon  which 
the  poffeffor  fets  the  higheft  value ;  this,  with 
the  Hindoo,  is  the  chaftity  of  his  wives ;  a 
point,  without  which,  he  muft  not  live;  and 
a  point  which  the  defpot  always  encourages ; 
as  the  poffelTion  of  the  women  of  his  power-^ 
ful  fubjefts,  is  the  beft  pledge  of  their  fidel- 
ity, when  without  the  reach  of  his  immediate 
chaftifement.  Whenever  the  governor  of  a 
Vol.  h  P  p  province 
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^"in.*"'  province  falls  under  the  fufpicion  of  hb 
o^w>  prince,  the  firll  ftcp  taken  againft  him,  is^ 
an  order  to  fend  his  women  to  court :  if  he 
fends  but  one,  though  far  from  being  his 
greateft  favourite,  {he  is  confidered  as  a 
facred  depofite,  which  infallibly  fecures  his 
good  behaviour;  but  if  he  hefitates,  or  pro- 
mifes  obedience  at  fome  future  period,  he 
is  immediately  deckred  a  rebel.  His  affec- 
tion for  the  woman  whom  he  fent  as  an 
hoftage,  is  not  confidered  as  the  tic  which 
binds  him  to  fidelity,  it  is  his  honour  which 
is  placed  in  her  perfon;  and  that  honour,  in 
cafe  of  difloyalty,  would  be  in  the  power  of 
his  fovereign  to  violate.  So  facred  are  wo- 
men in  India,  that,  even  in  the  midft  of 
flaughter  and  deveftation,  the  common  fol- 
dier  leaves  them  unmolefted.  The  Haram 
is  a  fanfluary  againft  all  the  licentioufnefs 
of  viftory;  and  ruffians,  covered  with  the 
blood  of  a  hufband,  flirink  back  with  vene- 
ration from  the  fccret  apartment  of  his 
wives.  Whether  this  depends  upon  cuftom, 
or  on  religion,  is  uncertain;  but  it  is  not  al- 
together confined  to  India.  At  Conftanti- 
nople,  when  the  Sultan  fends  an  order  ta 
ftrangle  a  ftate-criminal,  and  feize  on  his^ 

effects; 
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effefts ;  the  ruffians,  who  execute  it,  enter  ^  ^jj^  ^* 
not  into  the  Haram,  nor  touch  any  thing  vyvN^ 
belonging  to  the  women, 

ft 

Bur  in  fpite  of  all  this  feeming  venera*^ 
tion,  this  facredhcfs  of  perfon,  the  women 
of  Afia  are,  in  general,  only  a  kind  of  cy- 
phers, held  up  to  be  the  fport  of  fortune ; 
educated  in  a  manner  that  tends  only  to 
debafe  their  minds,  by  obliterating  their  vir- 
tues ;  deprived  of  perfonal  liberty ;  fold,  or 
given  away  in  marriage,  without  a  power 
of  refufal ;  liable  to  be  feized  on  as  a  part 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  their  hufbands, 
for  their  debts ;  torn  with  jealoufy  and  chag- 
rin, even  their  pleafures  are  joylefs,  and  in 
a  few  years  their  youth  and  beauty  being 
over,  their  period  of  long  and  unfupport- 
able  negleft  commences.  Solomon  had 
threefcore  queens,  and  fourfcore  concubines ; 
but  a  petty  Hindoo  chief  has  been  known 
to  have  two  thoufand  women  confined  with- 
in the  walls  of  his  Ha  ram  ;  and  appropri- 
ated to  his  pleafure  only.  Strange  that  the 
rights  of  humanity  and  of  population  fhould 
be  fo  publicly  violated!  but  they  are  not 
violated  by  the  Afiatics  alone;  the  Europe- 
peans^   caught  with  the  contagion,    have 

Pp  2  imitate4 
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^  vit/'  imitated  their  example.  Tlie  Portugueze, 
c>^"N^  after  their  firft  fettleraent  in  India,  became 
fo  debauched,  that  many  of  them  had  feven 
or  eight  concubines;  which  they  did  not 
confine  like  the  natives,  but/ obliged  them 
to  labour,  and  forced  fiom  them  the  money 
they  had  earned. 

Though  it  appears  from  what  has  been 
juft  now  mentioned,  that  the  condition  of 
the  Hindoo  women  is  far  from  being  envi^ 
able  ;  they  are  yet  exempted  from  flavery, 
and  protefted  and  oppreffed  by  a  variety  of 
laws.  Thefe  laws,  or  inftitutes,  like  all 
others,  are  fo  divided  and  fubdivided,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  clear  up  their  real  6r  feeming 
contradiftions :  this  much,  however,  we 
may  learn  from  them,  that  they  infufe  a 
portion  of  the  bitter  and  the  fweet  into  the 
cup  of  female  life.  They  ordain  that  no 
money  ftiall  be  lent  to  women,  children  or 
fervants,  except  in  times  of  public  calamity^ 
or  to  a  wife  to  enable  her  to  maintain  her 
hufband,  while  imprifoned  for  debt;  that  a 
wife,  muft  in  every  thing  be  fubjeft  to  the 
will  of  her  lord,  who,  in  cafe  of  difobedi- 
ence,  may  chaftife,  and  even  put  her  to  death; 
that  a  girl  muft,   in  like   manner,   fubmit 

implicitly 
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implicitly  to  her  father  and  guardian;  that  a  ^.yi^^' 
magiftrate  (hall  not,  in  any  cafe,  take  coun*  ^^rY\j 
cil  of  a  woman,  or  fuffer  her  to  give  evidence 
in  a  court  of  juftice  ;  and  that  all  the  fex 
ftiall  be  fhut  up  and  deprived  of  perfonal 
liberty.  But  on  the  other  hand  they  ordain 
alfo,  that  fathers  ihall  maintain  their  daught- 
ers, and  that  no  father  nor  guardian  (hall 
difpofe  of  a  younger  daughter  in  marriage 
before  an  elder;  that  hufbands  (hall  main- 
tain their  wives  according  to  their  circum- 
fiances ;  that  whatever  is  given  to  a  woman 
before  marriage,  (he  may  afterwards  retain 
as  her  own,  and  difpofe  of,  either  by  gift 
in  her  life,  or  by  will  at  her  death  ;  that  a 
man  may,  with  impunity,  kill  him  who* en- 
deavours to  take  away  or  debauch  his  wife ; 
that  even  a  (lave  girl  (hall  not  be  fold  with- 
out her  confent;  that  no  injury  (hall  be 
offered  to  fuch  of  the  fex,  as  take  (belter  in 
any  houfe  in  the  time  of  public  calamity ; 
that  a  man  (hall  not  go  a  journey  without 
leaving  provifions  for  his  wife,  nor  turn  her 
away  even  for  her  ill-behaviour,  without 
providing  her  with  what  is  nece(rary  for 
food  and  cloathing ;  and  to  fum  up  all,  a 
fevere  fine  is  not  only  impofed  upon  him 
who  commits  a  rape,  but  upon  him  alfo 

who 
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^vjH.^'  who  is  guilty  of  any  indecency  to  the  fex, 
s.rv\^  either  in  his  words  or  his  aftions.  Such  are 
the  laws  of  Hindoftan ;  but  from  the  hiftory 
of  the  country,  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  fo  far  as  they  regard  the  fafety  and 
proteftion  of  women,  they  are  but  ill 
obfcrved, 

The  whole  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Hindoftan,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Hindoos,  are  divided  into  claffes,  or  cafl^s, 
every  one  of  which  rifes  gradually  in  rank 
and  dignity  above  another;  and  every  one 
of  which  moft  rigidly  keeps  within  itfelf, 
nor  ever  mixes,  either  by  marriage  or  any 
kind  of  conneftion,  with  thofe  beneath  it ; 
hence  women  have  not,  as  in  other  countries, 
an  opportunity,  of  advancing  themfelves  by 
marriage ;  being  obliged  to  marry  into  the 
cafl  to  which  they  belong :  the  Hindoo  wo- 
men are  not,  however,  guarded  with  that 
itri6tnefs  and  fe verity,  which  is  exercifed 
over  the  Mahometans.  In  fomc  places, 
even  thofe  of  confiderable  rank  appear 
publicly  in  the  fl:reet.  In  Ethiopia,  the 
women  are  of  more  confequence  than  among 
the  Mahometans,  or  Hindoos,  Poncet  tells 
us,  that  the  fifter  of  the  reigning  erpperor, 

whil^ 
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while  he  was  there,  had  a  palace  of  her  own,  ^  ha  v. 
appeared  frequently  in  public,  mounted  on  •v.^^rvi 
a  mule  richly  caparifoned,  and  furrounded 
by  four  or  five  hundred  women,  founding 
tabors  and  finging  verfes  in  her  praife.  In 
China,  which,  for  politenefs  of  manners,  is 
little  inferior  to  any  part  of  Europe,  women 
feem  to  enjoy  the  rank,  and  to  fhare  in  the 
honours  and  dignities  of  their  hufbands. 
The  emperor  may  raife  to  the  dignity  of 
emprefs,  any  one  of  his  women  whom  he 
pleafes ;  and  the  honours  and  deference  paid 
to  her,  are  little  inferior  to  his  own.  But 
though  the  emprefs,  and  every  other  lady, 
are  honoured  and  regarded  according  to 
their  rank,  yet  the  fair  fex  are  hardly  en- 
trufted  with  any  property,  and  have  no 
fortunes.  Circumftances  which,  though  in 
Europe  we  may  confider  as  an  affront,  are, 
notwithftanding,  among  the  Chinefe,  fymp- 
toms  of  love  and  regard.  That  wife  people,  •^ 
folicitous  to  promote  their  own  happinefs, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  fex,  endeavour,  by 
this  means,  to  prevent  a  woman  from  being 
chofen  as  a  wife,  on  the  fordid  motives  of 
intereft  and  avarice.  A  wife,  therefore, 
being    conftantly  chofen  from  love,    and 

having  no  feparatc  interell  from    that  of 

her 
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^  VI u  ^'  ^^^  hufband,  nor  any  independence  to  rend- 
Kj^Y\j  er  her  undutiful  and  impertinent,  the  chain 
of  matrimony,  in  many  other  countries  made 
of  iron,  is,  in  China,  only  a  filken  cord. 
In  Japan,  the  women  of  the  Deyario,  or 
great  hereditary  emperor  and  high  prieft, 
feem  to  be  venerated  and  honoured  in  a 
degree  not  much  inferior  to  himfelf  And 
in  Siam,  we  have  an  account,  by  Kempfer, 
of  a  funeral  of  one  of  their  queens ;  fo 
magnificent,  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
that  the  women  are  not  confideted  there  in 
a  defpicable  light.  ^ 

Condiiion      Before  we  take  our  leave  of  Afia,  it 

6f  the  .  -    ' 

Afiatic      may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the 
women,     account  here  given  of  the  condition  of  their 

thcqucret!  ^  n  '     1  1 

tvithgood  women;  an  account  ftrangely  chequered 
•adevu.  ^j^jj  good  and  evil,  but  in  which  the  evil, 
for  the  moft  part,  greatly  predominates,  may 
be  materially  different  from  the  ideas  con- 
ceived of  it  by  our  fair  readers,  who  have 
formed  their  opinions  from  eaftern  tales  and 
romances;  which,  if  not  contradifted  by 
fads,  would  impofe  upon  us  a  belief,  that 
their  women  were  the  moft  beautiful,  and 
the  moft  happy  beings  in  the  creation;  be- 
caufe  the  men  conftantly  approach  them  in 

the 
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the  moft  fiibmiflive  manner^  while  every  ^yin.^* 


ilowery  epithet,  for  which  the  eaftern  lan- 
guage is  fo  remarkable,  hangs  upon  their 
tongue ;  and  every  promife  they  make,  is  to 
laft  for  life,  or  to  eternity.  But  the  rcverfe 
bf  the  pifture  (hews  us,  that  they  keep  in  the 
crueleft  fubjeftion,  the  beings  they  feem  to 
adore;  and  while  they  appear  to  humble 
themfelves  at  their  feet,  are  aSually  the  jail- 
ors who  confine^  and  thd  tyrants  who  enflavc 
them.  Even  among  the  Chinefe,  whom  we 
reckon  the  politeft  of  the  Afiatics,  wives 
are  foraetimcs  ftrangled  at  the  death  of 
their  hufbands,  that  they  may  go  and  ferve 
them  in  the  other  world* 

Such  as  we  have  defcribed,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  women,  among  many  of  thofe  people 
who  hold  a  middle  rank,  between  favagc 
barbarity  and  civilization;  as  the  culture  of 
manners,  and  of  the  focial  principle  how-' 
ever  among  mankind,  does  not  always  pro- 
ceed upoti  an  uniform  plan,  but  is  variedj 
by  genius,  by  heceffity,  and  by  a  thoufand 
other  circumflances,  we  find  one  nation 
often  excelling  another  in  one  or  two  points 
of  refinement,  and  falling  greatly  behind  it 
in  others..  Thus,  in  Otalieite,  an  ifland 
Vol.  I.  Q  q  lately 


o^>rwi 
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CHAP. 

viri. 


lately  difcovered  in  the  South  Sea,  the  in- 
K^ry\j  habitants,    though    hitherto    unacquainted 
with  any  part  of  the  globe,  but  a  few  iflands 
fcattered  around  them;  though  fons  of  pure 
nature,  and  almoft  entirely  fed  and  clothed 
by  her  hand;  though  without  the  lead  know- 
ledge of  art,  or  glimmering  of  fcience,  are, 
neverthelefs,  focial  among  themfclves,  civil 
and  polite  to  the  fair  fex,  allowing  them 
every  rank  and  dignity,  and  even  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  the  ifland,   when  it  is 
their  birthright ;  treating  them  with  a  defer- 
ence and  indulgence,  which  the  weaknefs 
and  foftnefs  of  their  nature  feems  to  require; 
and  yet,  though  they   have  carried   their 
politenefs  thus  far;   though  the  two  fexcs 
confiantly  live  together  in  promifcuous  fo- 
ciety  ;  at  meals,  which  bring  the  people  of 
polite  nations  together,  the  fexes  in  Otaheite 
are  feparated.    The  women  fometimes  fer\'^e 
the  men  at  their  repafts,  but  never  eat  with 
them,  or  in  their  company ;    fo  that  it  is 
prefumable,  the  aftion  of  eating  or  drinking 
is,  in  this  ifland,  ranked  among  the  number 
of  female  indelicacies. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  over  the 
greateft  part  of  America,  which,  at  prefent, 

may 
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may  be  called  the  native  country  of  favage  ^  y,^^^ 
barbarifm,  the  men  have  in  general  but  one 
wife ;  while  in  Afia  and  Africa,  where  they 
are  commonly  a  little  more  civilized,  an  un- 
reftrained  polygamy  ftill  takes  place.     But 
fo  permanent  and  unalterable  arc  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  Eaft,  and  particularly  this  of  a 
plurality  of  wives,  that,  in  all  probability, 
it  will  be  among  the  lad  of  the  chains  of 
female  flavery  that  will  be  broken ;   and  if 
we  may  credit  the  miffionaries,  who  were 
fent  to  propagate  Chriftianity  among  them, 
there  were  none  of  the  precepts  of  that  re- 
ligion, which  they  found  fo  much  difficulty 
of  making  them  confirm  to,  as  that  of  con- 
fining themfelves  to  one  wife ;  a  reftriftion 
which  they  thought  fo  abfurd  and  unreafon- 
able,  that  they  could  not  believe  it  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  great  Lord  of 
the  univerfe. 


Qq  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 

The  fame  SubjeEl  continued f 

^^ix^'  TN  thefe  imperfeft  (ketches,  which  we 
c/"v>^  -*-  have  given  of  the  rank  and  condition 
of  women,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that  it  was 
long  before  we  found  them  getting  into  pof- 
feffion  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind; 
that  at  prcfent,  in  more  than  one  quarter 
pf  the  globe,  they  are  the  moft  abje6i  flaves ; 
and  in  much  more  than  another,  perpetual 
prifoners :  while  it  is  only  in  that  little 
corner  of  it,  called  Europe,  that  they  pof- 
fefs  the  confequence  to  which  they  feem 
entitled  by  nature,  in  the  fcale  of  intelligent 
beings.  It  is,  therefore,  with  pleafure  we 
now  arrive  at  that  part  of  our  hiftory,  which 
leads  us  to  confider  their  condition  in  pol- 
ifhed  and  civil  fociety ;  a  condition  almoft 
in  every  particular,  direftly  the  reverfe  of 
^   vhat  we  have  depifted  in  the  laft  chapter. 

Trcatmfnt      ^\ji  though  the  fair  fex  are,  in  Europe, 
in  Europe,  commonly  treated  with  an-affeftion  and  in- 
dulgence, which  in  other  countries  they  are 

cither 
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either  quite  ftrangers  to,  or  only  enjoy  on  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
particular  occafions;  yet,  as  all  Europe  is    <.j^y\j 
not  equally  cultivated  in  manners,  the  conr 
dition  of  women  is  not  in  every  part  pf  it 
equally  eligible^ 


Russia,  which  we  confider  as  an  Euro-  P'^*^y»^^ 

tagcs  of 

pean  nation,  though  comprehending  in  its  the  Ruiv 


men. 


dominions  a  part  of  Afia,  has  only  begun  a  ^^^  ^"^ 
few  years  ago  to  affume  the  polifh  of  the 
Europeans;  and  is  as  yet  far  from  having 
attained  that  gentlenefs  and  elegance  of 
manners,  which  muft  diftinguifh  every  peo- 
ple before  they  can  treat,  with  propriety,  a 
fex,  whofe  acute  feelings,  both  of  body  and 
of  mind,  demand  lenity  and  indulgence. 
The  condition  of  women  in  Ruffia  is,  there- 
fore, much  Icfs  defirable  than  it  is  in 
England,  France,  or  Italy.  A  late  emprefs 
of  Ruflla,  as  a  puniftiment  for  fome  female 
frailties,  ordered  a  moft  beautiful  young  lady 
of  family  to  be  publicly  knouted,  in  a  man- 
ner which  was  hardly  lefs  indelicate  than 
fevere.  The  fame  emprefs,  at  another  time, 
allowed  feveral  ladies  of  the  firft  quality  to 
fuffer  the  punifhment  of  the  knout  publicly, 
and  afterwards  to  have  their  tongues  cut  out : 
while  thefe  cruel  fentences  were  executing, 

they 
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^^j^^'  they  were  expofed  on  the  backs,  of  men, 
Ky-^TKj  with  no  covering,  but  a  fcanty  petticoat. 
Such  were  the  Ruflians  only  a  few  years 
ago ;  when  in  every  other  part  of  Europe, 
and  even  among  people  whom  we  call  bar- 
barians, the  law,  ^when  neceffarily  obliged 
to  infli6l  punifhment  on  female  delinquents, 
never  violated  the  rules  of  decency.  It 
has  been  afferted  by  many  travellers,  that 
a  Ruffian  bride,  on  her  wedding-night,  pre- 
fented  the  bridegroom  with  a  whip  of  her 
own  making,  in  token  of  her  fqbjeftion; 
and  thought  herfelf  much  flighted,  if  he 
did  not  immediately  make  a  trial  of  it  upon 
her  perfon.  Later  travellers,  however,  af- 
fure  us,  that  if  ever  fuch  a  cuftom  did  exift, 
they  could  find  no  remaining  traces  of  it  at 
prefent. 

Though  the  women  at  Peter fburgh  are 

not  confined  to  their  apartments,  they  go 

little  abroad,  being  but  juft  emerging  from 

a  ftate  of  barbarity.    In  their  converfation, 

and  their  aftions,  there  is  hardly  any  thing 

of  that  foftnefs  and  delicacy  which  diftin- 

guifh  the  fex  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  Even 

their  exercifes  and  diverfions  have  more  of 

the  mafculine   than    the    feminine.     The 

prefent 
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prefent  emprefs,  with  the  ladies  of  her  court,  ^  ^^^  **• 
fometimes  divert  themfelves  by  fhooting  at  o-v^j^ 
a  mark.  Drunkennefs,  the  vice  of  almoft 
every  cold  climate,  they  are  fo  little  afliamed 
of,  that  not  many  years  ago,  when  a  lady 
got  drunk  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  it  was 
cuftoipary  for  her  to  return  next  day,  and 
thank  him  for  the  pleafure  he  had  done  her; 
nor  is  it  long  lince  the  regulations  for  the 
aflemblies,  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  con- 
tained this  remarkable  article;  an  article 
which,  perhaps,  is  ftill  extant :  "  And,  it  is 
"  further  ordered,  that  ladies  (hall  not  get 
"  drunk  upon  any  pretence  whatever ;  nor 
"  gentlemen  before  nine  o'clock/' 


However  unfavourable  this  account  of  Their  ad- 
the  Ruffian  women  may  appear,  their  con- 
dition is  far  from  being  fo  defpicable,  as  we 
might  from  thence  naturally  imagine.  They 
fhare  the  rank  and  fplendour  of  the  families 
of  which  they  are  fprung,  of  the  hufbands 
with  whom  they  marry,  and  are  even  allowed 
the  fupreme  authority ;  which  at  pref^^nt  is 
enjoyed  by  an  emprefs,  whofe  head  docs 
honour  to  her  nation  and  to  her  fex;  al- 
though on  fome  occafions  the  virtues  of  her 
heart    have  beea  much  fufpeded.     The 

widows 
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CHAP,  widows  and  daughters,  as  well  as  fons  of 
onro  military  officers,  are  provided  for  by  govern- 
ment; the  widows,  if  young,  are  allowed 
one  year's  pay,  according  to  the  rank  of 
their  hufbands,  by  way  of  a  portion;  if  old^ 
they  have  a  fourth  of  the  pay  of  their  huf- 
bands during  lifcj  and  their  daughters  have 
the  fame  till  the  age  of  fifteen ;  when  they 
arc  fupppfed  to  be  fit  to  marry,  or  btherwifei 
to  provide  for  themfelves.  The  fex,  iii 
generalj  are  protefted  from  infult  by  feveral 
falutary  laws,  and,  except  among  the  peaf- 
ants,  are  exempted  from  every  kind  of  toil 
and  flavery,  enjoy  fuch  portions  as  are  given 
them,  or  fall  to  their  fhare  by  heritage;  and^ 
.  upon  the  whole,  feem  approaching  faft  to 
the  enjoyment  of  that  confequence,  to  which 
they  have  already  arrived  in  feveral  parts 

of  Europe. 

>. 

Tiicif  i^  {jr^Q  other  northern  countries  of  EuropCj 

In  (omc  the  ftate  of  women  is,  in  many  refpefts,  but 
others  tnean  and  contemptible.  In  Lapland,  Nor- 
toorthcra  Way^  and  Poland,  except  in  fomc  houfes. 
countnci.  ^f  ^j^^" j,  gj.{^  nobility,  they  have  hardly  even 

feparate  apartments*  Eftates^  as  well  thofe 
that  arc  acquired,  as  thofe  that  arc  heredi- 
tary, defcend  to  the  children  in  the  following 

proportions* 
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proportions*    In  Poland,  a  fon  has  always  chap. 
two  {hares,  and  a  daughter  one ;  nor  can  a   c/wj 
father  difpofe  of  his  fortune  otherwife,  with- 
out a  judicial  fentence  to  enable  him  to  do 
fo.     In  Denmark,  women  may  fucceed   as 
heirs  to  any  inheritance,  but  no  female,  of 
whatever  rank  or  condition,   can  fell,    dif- 
pofe of,  or  in  any  other  manner  alienate 
land,    but  muft    leave   it  to    the    heir   at 
law,  who  on  her  demife  is  empowered  to 
take  poffeffion  of  it;   notwithftanding  any 
devife,  bargain,  or  fale  that  (he  may  havtf 
made  in  her  lifetime  to  the  contrary.    In 
Britain,    daughters  are  excluded  from  in-^ 
heriting  hereditary  eftates  fo  long  as  theref 
are  any  fons  alive ;  but  fuch  eftates  as  the 
fathers  have   acquired,    they  may  give  to 
their  daughters,  or  leave  to  them  by  will, 
though   they  have  fons  at  the  fame  time 
living.      In  Piedmont^  females  cannot  in- 
herit a  fief  as  long  as  any  of  the  male  line 
are  alive.    Though  the  Britilh  ladies  feldom 
enjoy  titles  of  honours  in  their  own  rights 
yet  they  conftantly  fliare  in  thofe  of  their 
hufbands,  wives  of  bifliops  and  judges  only 
excepted;  and  further,  a  man  of  the  higheft 
quality,  by  marrying  a  woman   from  the 
very  loweft  of  the  people,  raifes  her  to 
Vol.  L  R  r  the 
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^*ix  ^'  the  fame  rank  and  dignity  with  himfelf; 

o^Yx^  whereas  no  man,  however  mean,  can 
again  ahogether  reduce  her  to  her  orig- 
inal flate;  the  title  (he  had  once  acquired 
by  her  noble  hufband  fhe  retains,  by  the 
complaifance  of  her  acquaintance,  till  death, 
though  (he  (hould  again  be  married  to  the 
meanefl  plebeian.  Englifh  women  have 
never  had  any  power  conferred  on  them  to 
ennoble  their  hufbands,  but  of  late  it  has  not 
been  uncommon  to  beftow  titles  and  honours 
on  women,  in  their  own  right,  with  a  power 
of  tranfmttting  them  to  their  male  poflerity. 
In  Germany,  female  honours  run  in  a  chan* 
nel  fomething  different  from  that  of  Britain, 
they  are  only  annexed  to  birth,  or  attainable 
hy  marriage ;  and  on  the  deceafe  of  a  huf- 
band, the  wife,  if  fhe  was  his  inferior^ 
defcends  to  that  rank  in  life  which  (he  occu- 
pied before  marriage. 

Property,  As  the  management  and  difpofal  of  pro- 
Tcfttd  ia  pcrty,  whether  in  goods  or  eftates  of  in- 
heritance, is  a  privilege  from  which  women^ 
in  moft  ages  and  countries,  have  either  been 
entirely  debarred,  or  enjoyed  under  a  great 
variety  of  limitations  and  reftriftions;  and 
as  this  privilege  is  one  of  thofe  which  confers 

the 


women* 
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the  grcatcft  power  and  dignity,  and  upon  chap. 
which  mankind  fet  the  greateft  value,  we 
ihall  endeavour  to  give  our  readers  fome 
idea  how  far  it  h^s  been  granted  or  denied 
to  the  fex,  whof^  hiftory  we  are  now  con- 
fidering. 

In  countries  where  men  exift  without 
laws,  and  without  fociety,  there  is  no  pro- 
perty in  land ;  where  laws  and  regulations 
for  fociety  are  in  their  infancy,  land  is  the 
property  of  the  public;  and  that  public, 
ftriftly  fpeaking,  means  the  men  only.  In 
the  firft  cafe,  women  have  hardly  any  thing 
they  can  call  their  own;  in  the  fecond, 
they  are  frequently  allowed  to  manage  and 
difpofe  of  what  is  given  them,  or  what  they 
gain  by  labour.  As  fociety  advances,  they 
rife  in  importance,  and  though  in  their  vir- 
gin ftate  while  they  remain  with,  and  are 
maintained  by  their  fathers,  they  can 
fcarcely  be  faid  to  have  any  property,  yet  a 
part  of  the  fubftance  of  thefe  fathers  is 
generally  given  them  at  their  marriage. 

To  give  portions  to  women  on  this  occa- 
Con,  is  a  cuftom  of  great  antiquity;  for 
I'haraoh  gave  the  city  of  Gazer  as  a  portion 

Rr  2  to 
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^  ^i\^'  ^  ^^^  daughter,  when  flie  became  the  wife 
VY>J  of  Solomon,  king  of  Ifrael.  We  have  great 
reafon,  however,  to  believe  that,  in  fuch 
early  times,  neither  the  management  nor 
difpofal  of  the  portions  fo  given  were  vefted 
in  the  perfon  of  the  wife,  but  that  fhe,  and 
the  dowry  which  came  along  with  her,  were 
almoft  equally  confidered  as  the  property 
of  the  hufband.  The  whole  hiftory  of  re- 
mote antiquity  prcfents  us  with  a  fcene,  in 
which  women  appear  too  inconfiderable  to 
have  acquired  any  of  tlie  goods  of  fortune, 
or  to  have  been  trufted  with  them  when  ac- 
quired by  their  parents  or  relations.  Among 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Chaldea,  we  are  ^ 
told,  that  the  fex  could  not  hold  the  poflTef- 
fTion  of  any  inheritance ;  and  the  decifion  of 
this  matter  by  Mofes,  (hew^  that,  in  his  time, 
no  precedent  had  exifted  of  their  having 
any  fuch  privilege.  The  daughters  of  Zelo- 
phehad  brought  before  Mofes,  the  priefts, 
the  princes,  and  the  congregation,  a  petition, 
fetting  forth,  that  their  father,  after  having 
always  demeaned  himfelf  properly,  had  died 
in  the  wildemefs,  having  no  fons ;  on  which 
account  they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
a  poffeflion  among  the  brethren  of  their 
father,  which  Mofes,  by  the  commandment 

\       of 
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of  the  Lord,  not  only  granted  them,  hut  ^  ^^^^  ^* 
alfo  ordained,  that  in  future, .  when  a  man  ^vw 
died,  having  no  fons,  his  inheritance  llwuld 
become  the  property  of  his  daughters, 
A  decifion,  which  feems  to  be  the  balls  on 
which  the  fucceffion  of  women  is,  in  many 
countries,  founded  at  this  day. 

As  the  Egyptians  had  the  greateft  efteem 
and  veneration  for  their  women,  and  even 
in  many  things  fubmitted  themfelve^  to 
their  dircftion ;  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
that  they  allowed  them  property,  and  the 
right  of  fucceffion  to  the  eflates  of  their 
anceftors  ;  efpecially  when  we  confider  that 
the  Greeks,  who  were  originally  a  colony 
from  Egypt,  were,  befides  the  Hebrews, 
the  only  people  of  antiquity,  whom  we  find 
indulging  them  with  this  privilege.  The 
ancient  Romans,  trained  up  to  defend  by 
their  arms  what  they  had  taken  by  conqueft^ 
had  no  idea  that  women  fhould  inherit  what 
they  could  neither  conquer  nor  defend ;  but 
fathers,  in  time,  thinking  it  hard  that  their 
fons  (liould  be  rich  in  poffenions,  while  their 
daughters  had  none ;  and  that  even  the  mod 
didantmale  relations  (hould  take  their  eftates 
as  heirs  at  law,  contrived  to  make  fuch  pror 

vifion^ 
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^  "x  ^'  vifions  for  their  daughters,  as  rendered  the 
.,jry\j  ^ates  fo  taken  of  httle  value.  The  people, 
irritated  at  this  proceeding,  and  convinced 
from  the  relics  of  barbarity  flill  lurking  in 
their  minds,  that  women  ought  not  to  have 
any  inheritance,  pafled  the  Voconian  law, 
by  which  it  was  ordained.  That  a  woman 
fhould  not  be  left  heirefs  to  an  eftate,  even 
though  an  only  child ;  a  law,  which  con- 
tinued in  force  till  the  Romans  became 
more  refined  and  foftened  in  their  fentiments, 
when  a  regard  to  the  weaker  fex  broke 
through  the  unjuft  reftraint,  and  granted 
them  a  right  of  fucceflion  to  every  kind  of 
property,  after  the  death  of  brothers, 

Barbarity  of  manners  is  almoft  every 
where  produftive  of  the  fame  cuftoms*  So 
little  did  the  Lombards  think  women  quali- 
fied to  inherit  eftates,  that,  by  their  law, 
even  the  natural  children,  diftant  male  re- 
lations, and  the  public  treafury,  might  fliare 
the  inheritance  with  daughters.  This  law 
was  foftened  among  the  Saxons,  the  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  bound  to  leave  their 
eftate  to  their  fons,  and  to  their  daughters 
if  they  had  no  fon.  Among  the  Burgun- 
dians^  daughters  were  neither  allowed  to  be 

heirs 
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heirs  ifi  conjun6lion  with  fons,  nor  to  fuc-  ^  "3^ 
cced  to  the  crown.  The  Salique  land^  w»^ 
among  the  Franks,  feem  to  have  been  of  a 
tenure  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the  times  of  the 
feodal  fyftem,  held  under  a  lord,  for  which 
the  tenant  was  to  perform  military  fervice ; 
women  were  not  admitted  as  inheritors,  or 
tenants,  for  a  plain  reafon,  becaufe  they 
were  not  qualified  to  perform  the  military 
fervice  by  which  thefe  lands  were  held ;  but 
methods  were  afterwards  difcovered  to  elude 
this  prohibition:  he  who  wanted  to  make 
his  daughter  equal  to  his  fon,  carried  her 
before  the  commiifary,  and  faid,  "  My  dear 
''  child,  an  ancient  and  impious  cuftom  bars 
**  a  young  woman  from  fucceeding  to  her 
*'  father ;  but  as  all  my  children  are  equally 
"  given  me  by  God,  I  ought  to  love  them 
"  equally ;  therefore,  my  dear  child,  my  will 
"  is,  that  my  effefts  ftiall  be  (hared  equally 
**  between  you  and  your  brethren/*  This 
Salique  law,  which  in  modern  France  feems 
hardly  to  operate  on  the  fubjefl,  is  ftill 
in  force  with  regard  to  the  crown,  no  wo- 
man is  ever  allowed  to  inherit  it.  But 
though  the  French  will  not  fuffer  a  woman 
to  fway  their  fcepter,  they  cannot  hinder  her 
from  ruling  the  xjionarch  who  holds  it ;  a 

ca(e 
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CHAP,  cafe  which  has  fo  often  happened,  that,  in 
s<yY\j  fpite  of  their  Salique  law,  they  have  been 
more  under  the  direftion  of  women  than 
any  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms. 

The  laws  which  preclude  females  from 
enjoying  property  and  inheritance  have, 
perhaps,  in  every  other  country,  but  France, 
been  confined  to  the  fubjeft*  Among  many 
of  the  nations  of  antiquity,  among  the  pre- 
fent  Afiatics,  and  even  in  fome  parts  of 
America,  where  women  in  general  have  no 
property,  and  almoft  no  political  exiftence ; 
where  it  was  never  heard  that  they  enjoyed 
any  land,  nor  were  even  trufted  with  the 
management  of  their  own  perfons,  they  have 
been  allowed,  in  failure  of  male  ifTue,  to 
mount  the  throne,  and  manage  the  affairs 
of  a  ftate ;  an  abfurdity  fo  glaring,  that 
the  only  caufe  we  can  affign  for  it  is 
fiiperftition. 

caufes         From  the  mean  and  fervile  condition  of 

Iclhin  the  fair  fex  in  barbarous  countries,  they 

no  pro-    feem  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  property. 

Whatever  they   acquire  by  their    labour, 

whatever  they    take  in  the  chace,   is  en-r 

tirely  under  the  adminiftration  of  the  male 

relations 
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relations  and  friends,  by  whom  they  art  ^^^  ^* 
proteftedj  and  from  whom  they  receive  a  u^vNi 
fcanty  and  precarious  fubfiftence.  'Wher- 
ever polygamy  is  countenanced^  women 
cannot  poffibly  enjoy  much  property:  pro^ 
perty  creates  independence ;  and  a  woman 
who  is  independent  would  not  fubmit  to  fd 
many  rivals,  and  fo  fcanty  a  Ihare  of  the 
favours  of  a  hufband.  Wherever  womeil 
are  ftriftly  confined,  they  can  have  no  pro-^ 
perty;  any  thing  further  than  food  and  rai* 
ment,  to  them  would  be  unnecdTary;  and 
any  thing  that  could  not  he  brought  within 
the  walls  of  a  Ha  ram,  they  could  not  mam 
age.*  Wherever  the  fex  ate  publicly  bought 
and  fold,  whether  as  wives  or  as  flaves,  they 
can  have  but  little  property ;  they  are  in  fuch 
cafes  the  property  transferred  themfelves, 
and  confequently  in  a  flate  too  mean  to  *  be 
trufled  with  other  property,  perhaps  rec* 
koned  more  valuable  than  they  are*  When 
we  meet  with  fo  great  a  variety  of  caufes 
I .'     •  •    •  •  • 

'        .  *  '  • 

f  Bjr  tke  jcnde  of  Gen  too  lawt  it  would  feenl,  that  the  property  of 
Women  h  not  only  as  extenfive,  hut  as  accurately  defined,  and  as  fe** 
cufely  guarded  as  it  is  in  Europe  $  it  is  difficult,  hoTvcvcr,  to  Conceive 
hoaT  this  can  be  the  cafe  :  how  can  women  who  are  confined  manage 
their  propery  ?  It  muft  either  be  managed  by  their  relations,  or  the  ac* 
counts  given  of  it  by  this  code  muf^be  falfe  and  exaggerated. 

V01.L  Sf  which 
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CrvNJ 


which  deprive  women  of  property,  when  we 
confider  how  widely  thefc  caufes  are  diiTeini* 
nated,  we  find  that  it  is  only  in  a  few  of 
the  politer  countries  of  Europe,  that  they 
are  pofleifed  of  this  privilege,  and  even  in 
thofe,  with  fuch  reftriSions,  that  in  many 
cafes  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to  enjoy  what 
they  poflefs.  But  as  we  (hall  have  occafion 
afterwards  to  treat  more  fully  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Britifti  women,  which 
are  in  a  great  meafure  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
other  poliflied  countries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  we  fhall  not  at  prefent  anticipate  that 
part  of  our  fubjeft. 


i^oTc,  i^  f}^g(g  ftasjes  of  human  fociety  that  In- 

pageant-  "  i   •  i    n 

ry.  and     tcrvcnc  bctwccn  the  moft  uncultivated  ftatcr 
ihow  the  ^  nature  and  a  tafte  for  elegance  and  re- 

delight  of    ^  in 

women,  finemcnt  of  manners ;  pageantry  and  Ihow 
feem  to  employ  the  utmoft  attention,  and  to 
be  confidered  as  the  only  proper  appenda* 
ges  of  grandeur,  ftrong  proofs  of  which  arc 
afforded  us  by  almoft  all  the  nations  of  the 
Eaft,  and  by  Poland  in  the  North;  the 
Polifh  ^omen  of  falhion  feldom  vifit  one 
another  without  being  attended  by  a  numer- 
ous train  of  fervants,  carriages,  and  flam- 
beaus ;  but  when  we  follow  them  home,  we 

meet 
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meet  with  nothing  adequate  to  this  parade ;  ^'^^^' 
their  apartments  are  but  poorly  furni(hed,  v.-/'v>^ 
and  but  hardly  clean,  and  therafclves  are 
the  mean  and  fawning  (laves  of  their  huf- 
bands,  who,  except  in  the  articles  of  equi- 
page and  drefs,  fcarcely  treat  them  as  rational 
beings.     In  Germany,  where  the  tafte  is  in 
general  lefs  formed  than  in  France  or  Eng- 
land, the  women  are  more  fond  of  family 
pageantry,  and  more  crammed  with  family 
pride*    In  Italy,  of  a  warmer  temparament, 
they  aim  more  at  captivating  the  heart  than 
the  eyes,  and  have  there,   as  well  as   in 
France,  attained  almoft  to  an  abfolute  den 
minion  over  the  ipen;  a  prerogative  which 
in  Portugal  feems  much  on  the  decline ;  for 
though,  in  the  time  of  Alphonfo,  when  the 
Portugueze  were  an  hononr  to  human  na- 
ture, the  man  who  infulted  a  woman,  or 
broke  any  promife  he  had  made  to  her,  was 
degraded  from  whatever  rank  he  enjoyed; 
at  prefent,   the  falfe  gallantry  introduced, 
authorifes  him  to  commit  every  perfidy  of 
that  nature  with  impunity. 

In  England,  France,  and  Italy,  and  thofe  ^^^^ 
other  parts  of  Europe  which  have  arrived  with  m- 
fiearly  at  the  fame  degree  of  politenefs ;  ^^'^^^^ 

S  f  2  prompted 
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^^ix.^'  prompted  by  a  mixture  of  humanity  and 
v-O'Nj  love,  the  men  have  entirely  exempted  the 
women  from  every  fpecies  of  labour,  except 
what  is  abfolutely  neceiTary  among  the  poor 
for  obtaining  their  daily  bread;  and  evea 
among  them,  it  is  with  pleafure  we  often 
obferve  the  ruftic  clown^  while  he  wipes 
the  fweat  from  his  brow,  endeavouring  to 
lighten  the  burden  and  alleviate  the  talk  of 
the  fun-burnt  daughter  of  labour  who  toils 
by  his  fide, 

So  extenfive  arc  the  effefts  of  politenefs 
in  Europe,  that  it  has  not  only  foftened  the 
aftions  and  manners  of  him  who,  tutored  in 
the  lap  of  eafe,  has  received  the  polifh  of  a 
fine  education;  but  of  him  alfo  who,  left 
to  nature,  has  nothing  to  boaft  of  but  what 
he  received  from  her  hand.  This  fpirit  of 
fympathetic  indulgence,  or  polite  gallantry, 
does  not  ftop  at  endeavouring  to  cafe  the 
load  of  toil,  or  to  mitigate  the  feverity  of 
that  labour,  for  which  the  fex  feem  to  be 
incapacitated  by  their  conftitutional  weak* 
ne(s;  it  expands  itfelf  to  every  part  of  the 
conduft  of  the  men  which  has  any  relation 
to  them.  We  give  to  a  woman,  even  though 
of  inferior  quality,  the  right  hand,  Ihew  her 

cvcrjr 
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^very  token  of  refpcft,  and  place  her  in  ^  "J^  '• 
every  fituation  of  honour.  We  lavifti  our  v-/vnj 
fubftance  upon  ornaments  for  our  wives  and 
daughters,  and  reckon  they  refleft  a  luflrc 
and  credit  upon  us,  when  they  appear  in 
elegance  and  tafte.  We  are  hurt  when  they 
behave  improperly,  and  on  the  contrary, 
perfuade  ourfelves  that  their  good  condu£l 
adds  a  dignity  to  our  character  and  reputa- 
tion. In  (hort,  we  are  £0  deeply  intereftcd 
in  every  thing  that  relates  to  them,  that  they 
may  be  con(idered  as  the  arbiters  of  bur  fate, 
and  the  fpring  which  fets  in  motion,  and 
continues  to  direft,  almoft  every  aftion  of 
our  lives  ;  fuch  is  the  indulgence  we  Ihevr 
them,  and  fuch  the  power  we  put  into  their 
hands,  that  a  proverbial  faying  has  from 
thence  arifen,  that  England  is  the  heaven 
of  women,  and  the  hell  of  horfes. 

In  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  the  defer- 
ence paid  to  women  is  ftill  greater  than  in 
England,  and  generally  proceeds  from  dif- 
ferent motives.  Here,  the  honours  we  con- 
fer upon  them  flow  from  a  mixture  of  love 
for  their  perfohs,  and  efteem  of  their  vir- 
tues ;  there,  it  arifes,  for  the  moft  part,  only 
from  a  kind  of  cuftomary  gallantry,  which 

feezes 
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^  "x  **'  f^^Dis  dircfted  more  to  the  fex  than  the  in- 
v^^vx;  dividual.     A  Frenchman,  the  moment  he  is 
in  the  company  of  a  woman,  whether  young 
or  old,  beautiful  or  otherwife,  declares  him- 
felf  her  admirer,  talks  of  flames  and  darts, 
tLXid  pays  her  a  thoufand  compliments  on 
her  beauty.     An  Italian,  when  he  is  intro- 
duced to  a  lady,  walks  up  to  her  in  the 
moft  humble  and  fubmiffive  manner,  kifles 
her  hand,  and  if  fhe  is  handfome,   and  6f 
quality,  conliders  her  as  a  fublime  being,  an 
angel  in  a  human  form,  and  confequently 
never  to  be  approached  but  with  the  greateft 
reverence.     The  Spaniard  goes  yet  a  ftep 
farther,  the  whole  fex  is  to  him  an  objeft 
.  of  little  lefs  than  adoration ;  he  retains  ftill 
a  tinfture  of  the  fpirit  of  knight-errantry  in 
every  thing  relating  to  women,  and  will  rea- 
dily venture  his  life  to  fave  any  of  them 
from  trouble  or  from  danger ;  the  objeft  of 
his  love  is  never  lefs  than  a  goddefs,  nor 
docs  he  ever  mention  her  but  with  all  the 
extravagance  that  metaphor  and  hyperbola 
can  diftate.     To  a  woman,  above  the  rank 
of  a  peafant,  he  never  prefents  any  thing 
but  in  a  kneeling  pofture. 

These 
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These  improvements,  in  the  condition  c"**** 
of  the  European  women,  at  firft  view  feem    u^vx^ 
to  point  out  to  us,  that  they  merit  and  cnioy  ^^^^^ 
a  happinefs  fuperior  to  all  that  is  enjoyed  the  trw 
by  the  fex  in  other  nations.     The  external  "^^^^^^ 
appearance  of  things  is,  however,  but  an 
unfaithful  mirrour^  whofe  reprelentation  we 
cannot  altogether  depend  on*    Women  are 
in  fome  degree  every  where  the  flaves  of 
fuperior  power;    in  Afia  imprifoned,  and 
conftantly  reduced  to  aft  by  the  impulfc  of 
another,  without  any  power  of  gratifying 
their  own  inclinations,  their  triumphs  lafting  ' 

only  a  few  moments ;  their  rivalry^  animoii*- 
ties,  and  confinement,  till  deaths  In  Africa 
and  America,  the  mere  drudges  of  their 
proud  tyrants,  they  labour  to  procure  fub- 
fiftence  for  themfelves  and  hufbands,  and 
when  they  have  done,  are  treated  little  better 
than  our  dogs;  they. receive  only  chafiifement 
and  crwmhs.  In  Europe,  for  the  moft  part, 
but  improperly,  or  flightly  educated ;  and 
at  all  times  kept  in  a  date  of  dependence, 
by  the  rcftriftions  of  a  fevere  legiflation, 
which,  in  the  management  and  difpofal  of 
what  property  is  allowed  them,  commonly 
cramps  the  freedom  of  their  will.  Diflio- 
noured  and  difgraced  beyond  all  poflibilify 

of 
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CHAP,  ^f  redemption,  by  the  commiflrion  of  faults, 
which  in  the  men  are  hardly  confidered  as 
any  thing  but  a£ls  of  gallantry;  and  even 
in  the  ftate  of  matrimony,  a  Jtate  to  which 
tkey  naturally  afpire,  more  indiflblubly 
bound  than  their  hufbands ;  the  law  affords 
them  no  relief,  unlefs  the  cruel  partner 
to  vrhom  they  are  tied,  has  attempted  to 
take  away  their  life ;  and  while  he  may  riot 
with  impunity  in  adulterous  amours,  if  the 
wife  retaliates,  by  copying  his  example^  he 
immediately  procures  a  divorce,  and  may 
turn  her  out  without  fubfiftencc,  to  the 
fcom  and  contempt  of  her  own  fex,  who, 
in  fuch  cafes,  feldom  look  with  pity  even 
on  a  repenting  {inner.  In  all  cafes  where 
honour  is  concerned,  even  the  politeft  na* 
tions  pay  little  regard  to  the  fex.  Titles  are 
feldom  conferred  on  women,  they  convey 
no  honours  to  their  hufbands,  and  their 
rank  and  condition  refleft  little  or  no  dif- 
honour  upon  them.  The  Knights  of  Malta, 
who  are  of  all  mankind  the  moft  foliditous 
that  none  but  nobility  (hall  attain  the  honours 
of  that  order,  never  fuppofe  this  noble  blood 
contaminated  by  the  female  fide;  the  fame 
thing  obtains  almoft  over  all  Europe,  where, 

if 


OF    WOMEN.  321 

if  the  blood  that  runs  in  the  male  veins  ^  "^  '• 
be  preferved  intire,  that  of  the  female  is  uv%j 
confidered  as  of  Uttle  fignification* 

Though  wc  have  marked,  as  we  came  Caufci  of 
along,  feveral  caufes   of  the  good  and  ill-  IndiST 
treatment  of  women,  yet  we  flatter  owfclves  ««*»n*«t 

I         .  lit*      ofwom^. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  conclude  this 
chapter  with  a  more  accurate  view  of  them. 
Were  we  on  this  fubjeft  to  reafon  from 
analogy,  we  ftiould  not  hefitate  to  f^y,  that 
there  is  in  nature  a  principle,  which  ftrongly 
prompts  us  to  behave  with  lenity  and  indul* 
gence  to  the  fair  fex ;  as  almofi  the  whole 
of  the  irrational  creation  prefents  us  with  a 
pifture  of  fuch  behaviour :  the  cock,  when 
he  has  found  any  provifion,  calls  his  hens 
together  to  partake  of  it ;  and  the  males  of 
almoft  all  the  feathered  kind,  provide  for  the 
females  while  hatching*  Among  quadru-* 
pedes,  though  there  appeals  lefs  indulgence^ 
and  even  lefs  afliftance  on  the  part  of  the 
male^  yet  the  former  is  in  many  cafes  very 
diftinguiftiable,  and  the  latter  not  altogether 
imperceptible.  No  male  of  any  fpecies  of  a- 
nimals  we  are  acquainted  with,  will  fight  with, 
or  ufe  a  female  of  the  fame  fpecies  rudely^ 
unlefs  highly  provoked ;  and  even  then,  he 
Vol*  L  T  t  will 
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CHAP,  ^ill  correft  her  with  lenity  and  feeming  re- 
Lrr\^  luftance.  But  while  we  rcafon  on  this  Tub- 
jcft,  if  we  truft  to  analogy,  it  will  certainly 
miflead  us;  for  a  flight  furvey  of  man,  in  his 
favage  ftate,  muft  convince  us,  that  he  has 
no  natural  propenfity,  nor  inftinft,  which  de- 
termines him  to  ufe  the  females  of  his  fpe- 
cies  with  tendernefs  and  indulgence ;  or  if 
he  has,  it  is,  like  many  other  natural  inflinfis, 
totally  obliterated  in  his  youth  by  habit  and 
education.  We  are  told,  indeed,  by  Char- 
levoix, that  fome  of  the  favages  of  North 
America  will,  by  no  means  ftrike,  and 
hardly  even  defend  themfelves  againft  a 
woman ;  but  (hould  this  be  true,  it  is  only  a 
local  cufl.om ;  for  we  are  aflured  almoft  by 
every  traveller,  that  favages,  in  a  variety  of 
parts  of  the  world,  on  the  moft  trifling  oc- 
cafions,  beat  and  abufe  the  fex  without 
mercy. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  power, 
when  not  influenced  by  humanity,  is  com- 
monly made  ufe  of  only  to  enflave.  On  this 
principle,  we  may  aflert,  that  the  moft  ge- 
N  neral  and  exterlfive  caufe  of  the  ill-treatment 
of  women,  is  their  weaknefs  and  coiifequent 
impoflibility  of  aflerting  the  rights  of  nature, 

•  againft 
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againft  a  fex  fo  much  fupcrior  in  ftrengtli.  ^  "^^  '• 
The  next  caufe^  is  the  infenfibility  of  the   unra 
men,  or  that  favagenefs  of  difpofition,  which 
not  only  eradicates  humanity,  but  prompts 
only  to  animal  appetite,  inilead  of  the  fen- 
timental  feelings  of  love;  a  caufe  which, 
more  or  lefs,  prevails  in  almofl:  every  coun- 
try, and  particularly  in  thofe,  where  fociety 
and  the  various  refinements  thereon  depend- 
ing, are  but  little  and  imperfedly  known. 
Men  conftantly  accuftomed  to  gain  their 
fubfiftence   by    fifhing    and    hunting,    are 
trained  up  in  the  exercife  of  every  cruelty 
againft  the  brute  creation ;  hence,  even  the 
tender  and  inofiending  fair  fex  are  fubje£ls 
upon   which   they  exercife  that  ferocious 
temper,  which,  from  their  earlieft  infancy^ 
has  been  nouriflied  by  their  employments^ 
whetted  by   their   difficulties,    and  which 
neither  religion,  example,  nor  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  have  ever  confpired  to  reftrain. 
Whatever  be  the  original .  difference  in  the 
feelings  of  the  human  heart,  we  know  they 
are  capable  of  being  altered,  and  made  bet^ 
ter  or  worfe  by  education  and  example ;  an 
inconteftible  proof  of  which  arifes  from  the 
behaviour  of  the  genteel,    and   common 
people  of  England,  who  muft  be  nearly 

T  t  2  alike 


324  THE     HISTORY 

CHAP,  alike  by  nature;  and  yet  by  education,  the 
U'vo  employments  of  life,  and  the  example  of 
low  company,  the  latter  arc  often  brutal 
and  ferocious  in  their  manners,  while  the 
former  are  diftinguifhed  for  humanity  and 
fympathetic  tendemefs, 

A  THIRD  caufe  of  the  ill-treatment  of  the 
fex  is,  their  general  want  of  proper  educa- 
tion and  inftru6lion.  In  favage  life,  without 
any  engaging  qualification  of  mind,  without 
any  ornament  of  body,  they  have  nothing 
but  fex  to  engage  the  attention,  and  foften 
the  rugged  nature  of  man.  In  countries 
fomewhat  cultivated,  as  in  Afia,  though 
every  ornament  is  lavifhed  on  their  per- 
fons,  their  minds  commonly  prefcnt  a  blank; 
fcarcely  even  here  and  there  (haded  with  the 
outlines  of  knowledge  and  fenfibility.  In 
climates  moderately  warm,  women  acquire 
fenfe  and  experience,  as  their  charms  and 
beauty  expand.  In  hoter  climates,  the  body 
ripens  long  before  the  mind;  and  if  they 
ever  become  fenfible  and  intelligent,  it  is  at 
an  age  when  their  fhort  and  fleeting  beauty 
cither  begins  to  fade,  or  is  irrecoverably 
loft.  This  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
why  the  women  of  the   Eaft  are  fo  little 
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cftecmed.  In  countries,  where  the  manners  ^  ^^  ^• 
are  finifhed  by  the  laft  touches  of  polifti  and  ^<rv\j 
refinement;  the  levities,  the  expenfive  follies, 
the  irreftrainable  propenfity  to  pleafure  ob- 
fervable  in  the  other  fex,  frequently  in- 
duce ours  to  treat  them  ill;  and  force  us 
even  to  defpife  and  condemn  the  heart, 
which  is  lodged  in  the  form  we  adore. 


\ 


A  FOURTH  caufe  of  the  ill-treatment 
of  women  is,  their  inattention  to  the  means 
of  making  themfelves  agreeable.  This  is 
commonly  the  cafe  in  favage  life,  where, 
if  nature  has  denied  them  charms,  they 
have  no  method  of  attracting  the  heart ;  and 
where,  if  (he  has  not  denied  them,  the  pof- 
feffors  have  not  learned  to  fet  a  proper  value 
upon  them,  nor  to  improve  their  power  by 
correfpondent  qualifications  of  the  mind. 
But  this  is  not  a  cafe  only  to  be  met  with 
in  favage  countries,  in  the  mod  cultivated 
ftates  of  fociety,  we  often  meet  the  carelef^ 
flattern,  who  difgufts  us  with  her  indelicacy; 
the  conceited  beauty,  who,  trufting  to  the 
favours  Ihe  has  received  from  nature,  exa6ls 
from  us  the  tribute  fhc  thinks  due  to  them, 
with  a  petulant  prefumption,  which  fruf- 
trates  all  its  own  intentions ;  and  the  haplefs 
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CHAP,  vanderer  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  who,  loft 
w^\^  to  honour  and  to  (hame,  lays  afide  every 
thing  pleafing  in  the  manners  of  the  beft  of 
her  own  fex,  and  adopts  every  thing  difguft- 
ing  in  the  worft  of  ours.  To  thefe  charac^ 
ters  we  may  add  the  unthinking  wife;  who, 
as  foon  as  (he  has  (lepped  over  the  threfliold 
of  matrimony,  leaves  behind  her  every  deli- 
cacy, and  ftrives  not  to  retain  the  hufband, 
by  the  arts  with  which  fhe  engaged  the- 
lover. 

In  polite  countries,  women  reckon  them« 
felves  ill-treated,  if  they  are  not  honoured, 
acc6(led  with  refpeft,  and  even  their  wiflies 
prevented  by  all  the  namelefs  little  offices 
of  good-breeding :  accuilomed  to  be  con- 
ftantly  approached,  with  an  air  of  fubmiflion 
that  borders  on  adoration^  to  be  conftantly 
flattered,  on  account  of  their  beauty  and 
accompliHiments,  and  wanting  fagacity  to 
diftinguilh  mere  gallantry  from  the  real  fen* 
timents  of  the  heart,  they  at  laft  become 
pert  and  afluming,  and  t)ften  rude  and  ill* 
matured  to  fuch  as  they  think  do  not  offer  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  the  incenfe  of  praife, 
at  the  flirine  of  their  beauty.  Having  ar- 
rived this  length,  they  fooi[i  become  obiefts 

of 
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of  contempt,  and  fomctinies  of  ill-treat-  ^^x*"' 
inent»  No  clafs  of  females  are  fo  apt  to  v.-^v><^ 
fall  into  this  tra£l  as  thofe  called  beauties ; 
who^  though  eagerly  fought  after  by  the 
men  at  every  place  of  public  amufement, 
are  not  fo  eagerly  folicited  t6  retire  with 
them  into  that  private  fcene  of  domeilic 
life,  where  the  malk  muft  be  laid  afide,  and 
the  train  of  flatterers  for  ever  difcarded. 

The  power  of  appropriating  entirely  to 
chirfelves  what  we  love  and  efteem,  is  fo 
deeply  rooted  in  our  nature,  that  it  has 
given  birth  to  jealoufy,  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
paflions  that  convulfe  the  foul;  and  from 
this  jealoufy  arifcs  another  fruitful  fource 
of  the  ill-treatment  of  women.  It  is  the 
Caufe  that  has,  time  immemorial,  fhut  them 
up  in  the  gloom  of  perpetual  imprifonment, 
and  debarred  them  in  the  Eaft  from  every 
joy  that  can  flow  from  friendftiip  and  fociety. 
It  is  the  caufe  which,  in  Hindoftan,  and 
more  particularly  in  Perfia,  has  fubjefted 
them  not  only  to  the  chaftifement  of  an  en- 
raged huft)and,  but  even  to  death  itfelf,  for 
an  oSence  no  greater  than  looking  at  a 
ftranger.  But  we  turn  from  fuch  fcenes  of 
horror,  to  view  the  other  fide  of  the  piftiire. 

THff 
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^^^P-  The  general  caufes  of  the  proper  treat* 
i^^vxj  ment  of  women  are  fimple^  and  may  be  all 
thc"^''^^  comprehended  in  the  education  of  the  one 
treatment  fcx,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  other.  It  is 
•fwomcD.  ^^^^  ^f  education    and    inftruftion,  tliat 

makes  the  favage ;  and  it  is  the  proper  ap- 
plication of  them,  that  form  die  man  of 
fociety  and  the  gentleman.  A  man  brought 
up  in  any  of  the  polite  countries  of  Europe, 
is,  from  his  earlieil  infancy,  taught  to  do  a 
thoufand  good  offices  to  the  fair  fex;  to 
honour  and  indulge  them ;  and,  as  he  grows 
up,  to  provide  for,  and  defend  them :  hence 
every  kindnefs,  and  every  duty  he  can  per- 
form to  them,  are  fo  imperceptibly  inter- 
woven with  his  nature,  that  he  takes  them 
for  nature  itfelf :  but  left  this  attachment  of 
education  (hould  not  be  ftrong  enough  to 
form  a  kind  of  balance  of  power  between 
the  two  fexes,^  the  Author  of  nature  has 
wifely  provided,  that,  at  a  certain  age,  love 
{hould  fpring  up  to  lend  its  affiftance,  and 
add  a  motive  ftill  more  powerful,  than  even 
cuftom  and  education,  to  induce  us  to  do 
the  fair  fex  every  kind  and  indulgent  office, 
which  the  delicacy  of  their  fituation,  and 
the  weaknefs  of.  their  nature,  may  ftand  in 
need  of.    But  we  muft  here  carefully  diftin- 

guifh 
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guifli  between  that  love,  which,  in  civil  life,  ^  ^^  ^^ 
is  a  mixture  of  animal  appetite  and  fenti-    \y\\} 
mental  feeling;  and  that  which,   in  favage 
life,   is   animal   appetite   only;      The   laft, 
though  it  may  prompt  by  its  immediate  im- 
,  pulfe,   to  be  fawning  and  complaifant,  is 
but  fliort  and  inconftant  in  its  operations; 
and,  confequently,   unable  to   reftrain  the 
Tudenefs  and  oppreflion  of  the  men,  or  raifc. 
the  women  to  any  degree  of  cohfequence 
and  dignity.      The  firft,  more  fteady   and 
uniform,  infpires  with  an  unremitting  atten-* 
tion  to  do  good  offices,  with  a  generofity 
of  fentiment,  ^nd  with   an  inclination  to 
proteft,    and  fcreen   from   oppreffion   the 
weaknefs  which  favages  defpife.      Nor  arc 
the  fair  regarded  and  defended  only  by.fuch 
individuals  as  are  connefted  with  them  by 
love,  friendftiip,  and  other  motives  of  paf- 
fion  and  intereft,  but  by  the  generality  of 
men  in  civil  life,  from  fentiments  of  gallan- 
try ;  and  by  ^very  wife  legillature,  -which^ 
in  proportion  to  the  weaknefs  of  that  fcx, 
exerts  itfelf  the  more  flrenuoufly  to  protefit 
their  perfohs  and  interefts* 

SucM,  and  mariy  more,  are  tlie  happy 

efFefts  which  the  fair  fex  experience  from 
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^  *\^  '•  education  and  from  love ;  but  in  the  indi- 
^./'vx)  viduals,  with  whom  they  are  more  nearly 
connefted,  good  ftnfe,  and  humanity  of 
temper,  are  likewife  neceflary,  in  order  to 
fecure  them  from  ill-ufage.  There  are  in 
(Jomeftic  life,  a  thoufand  little  incidents 
where  fehtimcnts  will  unavoidably  jar;  but 
ftould  even  this  happen  fo  frequently,  as 
to  intftrropt  all  peace,  and  be  produftivc  of 
A  conftant  acrimony  of  temper,  a  man  of 
fenfe,  when  conneftcd  with  a  woman  whom 
he  cahnot  love  in  his  heart,  will  never  de- 
grade himfelf  fo  as  to  ulb  her  ill ;  and  Will 
b(i  forry  that  he  is  obliged  to  pity,  where 
he  would  Wifh  to  lovfe. 

That  propriety  of  female  behaviour^ 
lisrhich  inclines  the  men  to  favour,  and  treat 
the  fex  with  the  greateft  indulgence,  is  of 
various  kinds,  and  would  be  tedious  to  run 
over.  In  favage  countries,  it  confifts  moftly 
in  performing  the  taiks  of  labour  affigned 
ihem ;  in  yielding  the  moft  abjeft  fubmiflion 
lo  their  hufbands ;  and  taking  proper  care 
of  the  children  they  have  by  them.  In  the 
Eaft,  it  confifts  in  refigning  themfelves  with 
a  feeming  alacrity  to  confinement ;  being 
perfeftly  Ikilled  in  all  the  arts  of  pleafing, 

afid 
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and  avoiding^  with  the  utmoft  circumfpcc-  ^  *}^  '• 
tion,  cv^ry  caufe  of  jealoufy.  In  Europe  it  is  ^^rr\j 
more  unlimited ;  it  confifts  in  good-nature» 
fenfibility,  delicacy,  chaftity,  the  domeftic 
virtues,  and  a  thoufand  other  qualities; 
•which,  when  joined  to  a  competent  (hare  of 
beauty  and  female  foftnefs,  are  almoft  fuf- 
ficient  to  footh  the  mc^  rugged  nature,  and 
change  the  crueleft  temper  into  gentlenefs 
and  humanity. 
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CHAP.     X. 

Of  the  CharoBcT  and.  ConduEt  of  Wamen^ 

P^'^^*  A  ^  ^^^  aftions  of  women  are  generally 
^</y>J  -^-*-  confined  within  a  more  narrow  circle 
than  thofe  of  the  men,  fo  their  good  or  bad 
charaQer  is  alfo,  for  the  moft  part,  com^ 
prifed  under  fewer  virtues  and  vices.  In 
the  Eaft,  where  they  are  by  confinement 
totally  ejccluded  from  aftion  and  obferva^ 
tion,  we  may  fay  with  Pope,  That  they 
have  hardly  any  charafter  at  alL 

At  the  head  of  the  qualities,  which  make 
up  the  good  or  bad  charafter  of  each  fex, 
there  is  generally  placed  fome  cardinal  vir- 
tue, or  vice;  which  is  fet,  as  it  were,  in  the 
fore-ground;  and  to  which  all  the  reft  of 
the  figures  in  the  group  are  fubordinate, 
1  hus,  what  is  the  moft  highly  efteemed  in 
the  men,  is  courage  and  fenfibility.  What 
gives  the  higheft  luftre  and  polifh  to  the 
V.  omen,  is  modefty,  joined  to  that  foft  and 
g'^ntle  temper,  which  is  ever  ready  to  footh 
alllitlipn,  and  to  pity  diftrefs.     As  thefe  twQ 
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virtues  form  the  great  outlines  of  the  char  ^  ^  ^  p, 
rafter  of  the  fair  fex,  a  large  portion  of  urYXJ 
what  we  have  to  fay  on  the  prefcnt  fubjeft, 
will  neceffarily  be  employed  in  inquiring, 
how  far  they  have  cultivated  thepi,  or  de- 
viated into  their  oppolite  vices. 

In  the  earlier  ages  of  antiquity,  if  we  ^^^^^^i 
jjiay  reafon  from  the  nature  of  our  paflions,  vice  la  the 
from  the  imperfeftion  of  fociety,  and  the  ^"^'^^ 
want  and  weaknefs  of  human  laws,  we  may 
conclude  that  modefty  and  chaftity  were  vir- 
tues not  feduoufly  attended  to.  The  reafons 
affigned  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  world  by 
the  deluge ;  for  the  pofterior  deftruftion  of 
Sodom ;  and  the  conduft  of  Lot's  daughters, 
are  all  too  evident  proofs  of  this  conclufion. 
Proceeding  forward  to  the  patriarchal  ages, 
the  fcene  is  but  little  altered ;  for  we  there 
find,  that  when  Abraham  had  gone  down 
to  Egypt  to  avoid  a  famine,  he  had  fuch  an 
opinion  of  the  diflblutenefs  of  the  people 
of  that  country,  that  he  was  afraid  they 
would  murder  him,  in  order  to  get  poflcflion 
of  his  wife;  and  to  avoid  that  danger, 
agreed  with  her  to  fay,  that  fhe  w^s  his 
filler:  a  falfity  and  meannefs,  which  he  agai?i 
repeated,  when  he  afterwards  journied  with 
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CHA^.  her  in  Geran  This  pufilanimous  example 
Ky^TKj  was  iikewife  copied  by  his  fon  Ifaac,  when 
he  went  with  Rebecca,  his  wife,  into  the 
fame  country  of  Gerar*  and  the  fpcech  of 
Abim^lech  to  Ifaac,  on  finding  that  he  had 
'  deceived  him,  plainly  points  out  the  idea5 
they  then  entertained  of  debauchery ;' "  one 
•*  of  the  peopk  might  lightly  have  lain 
'*  with  her,"* 

Xhe  fevere  revenge,  however,  takadOA 
the  Sechemites,  for  the  rape  of  Jacob's 
daughter,  feems  to  infinuate,  that  the  Ifrael^ 
ites  {>aid  no  Iktle  regard  to  the  chaftity  of 
their  women ;  at  leaft  to  thofe  that  were  of 
tier  rank  ^and  condition ;  though  the  anfwer 
thefe  avengers  made  to  their  father  Jacob, 
when  he  reproved  them  for  their  cruel  per- 
€dy,  plainly  ;{hews  us,  that  public  proftitu* 
tion  was  in  that  fimple  and  early  period  far 
fronl  being  unknown.  "  Should  he  deal 
with  our  fitter,  (faid  they)  as  with  an  har- 
lot ?*'  And  we  are  forfy  to  obferve,  from 
the  adventure  of  Judah,  with  Tamar,  his 
daughter-in-law,  who  had  perfonated  an  har* 
lot,  in  order  to  force  him  to  procure  her  a 
fecond  hufband,  that,  in  his  days,  the  cha- 
nGttr  in  which  (be  appeared,  feems  neither 

to 
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to  have  been  uncommon,  nor  attended  with  ^*<^^' 
any  great  degree  of  infamy.  In  periods  fo 
exceedingly  remote  as  thefe  we  are  now  delir 
neating,  the  general  condu6l  of  the  Hebrew 
women,  with  regard  to  chaftity,  feems  ex- 
tremely uncertain.  We  may,  however,  with 
great  propriety,  lay  it  down  as  9^  rule,  that 
tbe  virtues  and  vices  of  the  two  fexes  al* 
ways  keep  nearly  an  equal  pace  with  each 
other;  and  as  the  patriarchs  themfelves  were 
no  way  famous  for  continence^  we  cannot 
reafiDoably  expe£l  that  their  woinen  were 
iliftinguiifacd  by  this  virtue :  sior  in  alleging 
tiiis^  is  there  any  injuftice  done  to  the  patri* 
archs,  it  is  too  well  confirmed  by  the  ancient 
hiftory  of  the  Jcwifli  nation ;  Abraham,  Ifaac^ 
and  Jacob,  had  all  of  them  jeveral  concu^ 
bines  as  well  as  wives.  David  rioted  in 
cosKrubinage,  and  even  in  adultery;  nor 
feems  to  have  been  checked  in  either,  till 
he  alfo  became  a  murderer.  Solomon  fet 
no  bounds  to  his  appetite ;  and,  from  every 
neighbouring  nation,  fele£led  a  numerous 
tram  of  women;  among  whom  he  fpent  i( 
great  part  of  his  time  in  the  moA  voluptu^ 
otts  ddbauchery. 
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CHAK  jp  ^}ie  Women,  in  the, times  we  are  fpeik* 
<y^>r\j  ing  of,  were  not  remarkable  for  chaftity,  wc 
iJIklwc  ^^^^  fcarccly  any  better  reafon  to  think  that 
>rhuma-  they  were  more  confpicuous  for  the  fyihpa* 
***^*  thetic  tendemcfs  of  the  fex.  Sarah,  in  a 
cruel  manner,  turned  out  the  concubine  and 
child  of  her  hufbandj  almoft  without  pro- 
vifion,  into  a  defert  and  inhofpitable  couo-^ 
try;  where,  without  the  interpofition  of 
providence,  they  muft  have  perilhed  of 
hunger ;  nor  was  fhe  inftigated  by  jealoufy 
to  this  barbarous  deed ;  it  was  the  common 
cuftom  to  have  Concubines,  and  fhe  herfelf 
had  given  Hagar  to  herhufband.  Jael,  in 
tool  blood,  drove  a  nail  into  the  temple  of 
Sifera,  to  whom  fhe  had  promifed  protec- 
tion, and  perfidioufly  flew  him  as  he  lay 
aflqep  in  her  tent.  Delilah,  a  Philiftine, 
\vho  was  married  to  Sampfon,  treacheroufly 
betrayed  the  hufl^and  of  her  bofom.  But 
hot  to  draw  the  charafler  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple from  fingle  infl:ances,  it  was  cuftomaiy 
among  the  nations  which  furrounded  the 
Ifraelites,  to  facrifice  human  viftims  to  their 
idols.  The  Tyrian,  Phoenician,  and  Car- 
thaginian women,  not  only  attended  at  thefc 
facrifices,   but  even   mothers  carried  their 

own  children  to  be  offered  to  Saturn,  em- 
braced 


OF    WOMEN.  337 

blraced  and  conligned  them  to  the  devour-  ^  ^^  ^* 
ing  flames  ;  and  if  at  any  time  inftigated  by  w^vnJ 
humanity,  they  dropped  a  tear  over  them^ 
the  facrifice  was  by  the  priefts  declared  to 
be  unacceptable  to  the  god*  Even  the  If- 
raelites  themfelves  imitated  the  ejcample,  and 
parents  of  both  fexes,  attended  while  their 
infants  pafled  through  the  fire  to  Molech* 
ThefCj  and  feveral  other  inftances  we  could 
give,  plainly  demonftrate,  that  both  fexe« 
were  in  thofe  days  diftinguiftied  fot*  a  bru« 
tality  of  temper,  to  which  nothing  but  a 
miftaken  religion  could  have  given  birth* 

The  charafler  of  the  other  natiohs  in  the 
remote  periods  we  are  now  confidering^  was 
perhaps  ftill  lefs  famous  for  purity  of  female 
manners  than  that  of  the  Jews.  In  Egypt^ 
the  ftory  of  Potiphar's  wife,  prefents  us  with 
an  almoft  unparalleled  inftance  of  female 
effrontery*  But  as  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
condemn  a  whole  people  for  the  impudence 
and  lewdnefs  of  one  woman,  let  us  look 
into  their  hiftory,  a  hiflory  which  will  too 
amply  convince  us,  that  the  proofs  of  female 
debauchery  were  far  from  being  confined  to 
this  fingle  inftance. 

Vol.  I.  X  X  Pheroi^^ 
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CHAP.      Pheron,  fucceffor  to  Sefoftris,  the  firft 
o^w>  king  of  Egypt,  having  loft  his  fight,  con- 
fulted  the  oracle,  and  was  told  that  he  (hould 
be  recovered  by  wafhing  his  eyes  with  the 
urine  of  a  woman,  that  had  never  known 
any  man  befides  her  own  hufband ;  after  a 
great  many  unfuccefsful  trials,  he  at  laft  ob- 
tained his  wifh,  by  applying  to  an  humble 
cottager,  whofe  poverty  and  obfcurity  had 
fecured  her  from  temptation;  and  having 
rewarded  her  in  an  ample  manner,  he  put 
to  death  all  the  others  who  had  fo  miferably 
difappointed  his  hopes.     Chemmis,  another 
of  their  kings,  who  is  faid  to  have  erefted 
the  largeft  Egyptian  pyramid,  being  at  a  lofs 
how  to  procure  materials  for  carrying  on  fo 
extraordinary  a  work,  at  laft,  confidering 
how  much  the  people  were  given  to  de- 
bauchery, ordered  his  own  daughter  to  be- 
come a  proftitute,  and  to  demand  that  each 
of  her  paramours  fhould  bring  a  large  ftone, 
to  be  employed  in  the  building  carried  oa 
by  her  father ;  thefe  ftones  ftie  collefted  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  they  were  found   not 
only  fufficient  to  finifli  the  great  pyramid 
already  begun,  but  with  the  remainder  ftic 
crefted  a  fmall  one  to  her. own  memory. 
Though  both  thefe  ftories  carry  along  with 

them 
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them  the  moft  evident  marks  of  fable ;  yet,  ^  ^^  ^• 
as  fable  was  fo  frequently  made  ufe  of  in  *^yvv 
the  Eaft,  to  convey  in(lru£^ion  or  reproof^ 
they  might  neverthelefs  be  highly  charafter- 
iftic  of  the  manners  of  the  times.  Befides, 
if  we  may  form*  any  judgment  of  the  cha- 
ra£ler  of  a  nation  from  its  culloms  and  re- 
ligious  ceremonies,  which,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  expreflion,  are  the  trueft  pidures 
of  its  heart,  they  will  teach  us  to  entertain 
but  a  low  opinion  of  the  decency  and  deco* 
rum  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  women. 

The  Egyptians  feveral  times  every  year 
celebrated  a  feftival  of  Diana,  at  Bubafte^ 
to  which  they  commonly  went  by  water; 
and  the  boats  being  promifcuoufly  crowded 
with  men  and  women,  when  they  paffed  near 
any  town  or  village,  they  (topped,  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  women  on 
board  to  make  a  trial  of  (kill  with  thefe  on 
fhore,  in  the   moft  obfcene  language  and 
gefticulations ;  when,  after  a  variety  of  thefe 
indecent  and  ridiculous  altercations,  they    ^ 
at  laft  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  deftina* 
tion,  they  celebrated  the  feftival  in  honour 
of  their  goddefs,  by  rites  which  would  have 
diftipnoured  the  vileft  of  the  race  of  mor^ 

Xx  2  tality. 
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^  ^^  ^'  talky,  by  drinking,  rioting,  and  committing 
\y'Y\j  fuch  debaucheries,  that  ancient  authors  have 
been  afhamed  fully  to  defcribe  them.  Among 
other  nations  we  find  but  too  many  exam- 
ples of  men  endeavouring  to  debauch  their 
women  when  living ;  the  Egyptians  afford 
us  the  only  one  we  meet  with,  where  they 
facrilegioufly  defiled  themfelves  with  them 
when  dead.  It  was  a  cuftom  in  this  coun- 
try, immediately  after  death,  to  deliver  the 
body  to  the  embalmers,  to  be  by  them  pre- 
pared for  burial ;  but  young  women  of  great 
beauty  were  at  laft,  contrary  to  this  cuftom, 
obliged  to  be  kept  till  the  fymptoms  of  pu- 
treffiftipn  began  to  stppear,  left  the  embalm- 
ers, as  had  fometimes  happened,  fliovild  abufe 
their  dead  bodies. 

Notwithstanding  this  public  liceni* 
tioufnefs,  the  laws  of  Egypt  feem  not  to 
have  been  in  the  fault,  but  a  general  corrup^r 
tion  of  manners  had  fet  them  at  defiance. 
Nor  were  the  civil  laws  only  well  calculated 
for  the  prefervation  of  chaftity,  and  fecuring 
the  weaker  fex  from  every  infult  upon  their 
honour,  but  thofe  of  religion  alfo  confpircd 
to  aflift  them.  The  Egyptians  feera  to  have 
been  the  fiift  among  the  ancients  who  paid  a 

proper 
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proper  refpcft  to  the  temples  of  their  gods,  ^  ^^  p- 
The  neighbouring  nations  polluted  them  <j^y\j 
with  every  fpecics  of  lull  and  intemperance. 
The  Egyptians  hallowing  them,  ordained 
that  men  (hould  religioufly  abftain  from  wo- 
men within  their  facred  walls^ 

We  have  already  mentioned  fome  caufes 
which  have  overcome  the  natural  propenfity 
of  women  to  prcfcrve  their  own  off-fpring; 
to  thefe  already  taken  notice  of,  we  fhall 
now  add,  that  this  has  in  Egypt  been  done 
by  fuperftition,  in  Greece  and  Rome,  by  a 
romantic  patriotifm.    The  Egyptian  women 
rejoiced  when  their  children  were  devoured 
by  their  facred  crocodiles.    The  Greeks  and 
Romans,  when  they  were  flain  in  the  wars, 
undertaken  to  defend  or  enlarge  their  coun- 
try.    Would  we  were  able  to  fay,  that  in 
modern  times  this  propenfity  did  not  often 
yield  to  caufes  more  frivolous  and  not  lefs 
culpable.     The  religious  charafter  of  the 
Egyptian  women  can  only  be  drawn  from 
that  of  their  men,     Thofe  were  fuperflitious 
almoft  beyond  a  poffibility  of  belief.     They 
worfhipped  animals  of  every   kind;    they 
even  paid  an  extravagant  degree  of  adora- 
tion to  the  vileft  of  reptiles  and  infefts ;  and 

wl^at 


348  THE     HISTORY 

c  HA  P.  what  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  the  animal 
t/>r\j  that  was  adored  and  worfhipped  in  one  dif- 
trift,  was  frequently  held  in  the  utmoft  abo- 
mination in  another.  As  women  have  been 
in  all  countries  lefs  apt  to  examine  and 
reafon  upon  matters,  than  men,  they  have 
ever  been  more  credulous  and  fuperftitious ; 
we  may  therefore  fuppofe  that  every  whim- 
fical  extravagance  in  the  Egyptian  religion^ 
had  the  women  in  general  as  its  votaries. 

MotiTM        i^  no  country  were  there  ever  fuch  pow- 
good  be-  erful  motives  devifed  to  oblige  people  to 
baviourin  preferve  an  untainted  charafter  as  in  Egypt* 
It  is  well  known  to  our  learned  readers,  how 
much  the  honours  of  fepulture  were  valued 
among  the  ancients,  and  how  pittiable  they 
imagined  the  fituation  of  that  foul  whofc 
body  lay  unburied.     The  Egyptian  legifla-^ 
ture,  availing  itfelf  of  this  univerfal  preju- 
dice, ordained.  That  no  perfon  (hould  obtain 
burial,   till  his  condutl,  while  living,   had 
been  fcrupuloufly  examined;  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  corpfe  was  ordered  to  be  carried 
into  an  illand  in  the  lake  Moeris,  where  the 
people  fat  as  judges  upon  it,  and  decreed, 
or  denied  it  burial,  according  as  the  characn 
ter  came  out  good  or  bad.     The  boatman 

who 
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who  was  firft  employed  in  carry  dead  bodica  ^  "^^  ^• 
over  to  this  folemn  trial,  being  named  Cha-  <^rY\j 
ron,  has  give  origin  to  the  poetical  fable  of 
Charon  ferrying  fouls  over  the  Styx,  or  from 
this  world  to  the  next.  From  the  few  feat-* 
tered  hints  of  the  Egyptians,  which  have 
reached  our  times,  we  can  with  little  cer- 
tainty fay  any  more  of  their  charafter  or 
condu6l;  fo  different  are  the  accounts  we 
meet  with  concerning  them,  fome  affirming 
that  the  women  did  all  the  bufinefs  without 
doors,  while  the  men  confined  themfelves 
within;  others  afferting,  that  the  men  con- 
fined all  their  women  from  jealoufy,  and 
never  allowed  them  the  ufe  of  (hoes,  that 
they  might  not  be  able  to  walk  abroad. 

In  times  of  remote  antiquity,  that  mo*  ^^^'^"^^ 
deily,  which  we  now  confider  as  the  chief  tiiihcd 
ornament  of  the  female  charafter,  does  not  ^y  ^  **"* 
appear  to  have  been  much  regarded  by  lon^ 
either  fex.    At  Babylon^  the  capital  of  the 
Aflyrian  empire,  it  was  fo  little  valued,  that 
a  law  of  the  country  even  obliged  every 
woman  to  forfeit  her  title  to  it.     This  un- 
paralleled law,  the  only  one  in  the  annab 
of  mankind,  that  ever  forced  the  virtuous 
part  of  the  fex  to  proiUtution,  ordained. 

That 
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^  ^^  ^*'  That  every  woman  fhould  once  in  her  life 
*  ^^y^\j  repair  to  the  temple  of  Venus,  having  het 
head  crowned  with  flowers,  and  there  wait 
till  fome  ftranger  performed  with  her  the 
rites  facred  to  the  goddefs  of  debauchery* 
When  the  ftranger  accofted  the  obje£l  of 
his  choice,  he  was  obliged  to  prefent  her 
with  fome  pieces  of  money,  nor  was  (he  at 
liberty  to  refufe  either  thefe,  or  the  requeft 
of  the  ftranger  Who  offered  them>  whatever 
was  the  value  of  the  money,  or  howevet 
mean  or  difagreeable  the  donon  This  pre- 
liminary being  fettled^  they  retired  together 
to  fulfil  the  laWi  After  which  the  woraari 
returned  and  offered  to  the  goddefs  the  fa-> 
crifice  prefcribed  by  cuflom,  and  then  was 
at  liberty  to  return  home.  Cuftoms  fome- 
thing  fimilar  to  this  were  obferved  in  fonle 
,  other  countries,  though  they  had  not  the 
fanftion  of  a  law.  The  young  women  of 
Cyprus  went  at  ftated  times  and  proftituted 
themfelves  upon  the  fea  fhore^  as  the  moft 
acceptable  fervice  they  could  render  to 
Venus ;  and  feveral  of  their  neighbours 
thought  it  expedient,  that  a  certain  number 
of  virgins  fhould  be  every  year  proftituted^ 
as  a  bribe  to  induce  that  goddefs  to  favc  the 
chaftity  of  the  rcft# 

When 
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When  a  woman  !had  once  entered  the  chapw 
teniple  of  Vehus^  flic  was  not  allowed  to  ^./^N-i 
depart  from  it  till  (he  had  fulfilled  the  law ; 
and  it  frequently  happened  that  thofe  to 
whom  nature  had  been  lefs -indulgent  than 
to  others,  remained  there  a  long  time  before 
any  perfon  offered  to  perform  with  them  the 
condition  of  their  releafe.  A  cuftom,  we 
think,  fometimes  alluded  to  in  fcripture, 
and  exprefsly  delineated  in  the  book  of  Ba* 
ruch :  "  The  women  aifo,  with  chords  about 
*•  theni,  fitting  in  the  ways,  burn  bran  for 
•*  perfume ;  but,  if  any  of  them,  drawn  by 
•^foftie  that  *.  pafleth  by,  lie  with  hiih,  (he 
**  reproacheth  her  fellow  that  (he  was  not 
•*  thought  as  worthy  asherfelf,  nor  her  cord 
"  broken."  Though  this  infamous  law  was 
at  firft  ftriftly  obferved  by  all  the  women  of 
Bab^ylori;  yet  it  would  feem  that,  in  length 
of  time,  they  grew  aihamed  of,  and  in 
many  cafes  difpenfed  with  it ;  for  we  are  in- 
formed that  women  of  fuperior  rank,  who 
were  not  willing  literally  to  fulfil  the  law, 
wer6  allowed  a  kind  of  evafion  ;  they  were 
carried  in  litters  to  the  gates  of  the  temple, 
where,  having  difmiffed  all  their  attendants, 
they  entered  alone,  prefented  themfelves 
before  the  flatue  of  the  goddefs,  and  re* 
Vol.  L  ,         Y  y  turned 
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^"^^'  turned  home.     Poflibly  this  was   done  by 
Lrvx>  the  afliftance  of  a  bribe,  to  thofe  who  had 
the  care  of  the  temple. 


RHiw-         It  has  bcen^alleged  by  fome  of  thefeau- 
ihi»  law.    thors,  who  can  find  nothing  in  antiquity  but 
virtue  and  excellence,  thai  the  oracle  which 
inflituted  this  law,   confidering  Venus  as  a 
goddefs  who  delighted  in  debauchery,  meant 
thereby  to  induce  her  to  preferve,  during  the 
reft  of  their  lives,  the  innocence   of  fuch 
women  as  had  once  voluntarily  dedicated 
themfelves  to  her  fervice;  and  that  it  further 
intended  to  raife   in    the  mifds  of  their 
women  a  deteftation  of  unchalfity^  by  th«j 
Ihame  of  expofing  themfelves  to  fo  public 
a  proftitution.    But  whatever  may  be  faid 
in  its  juftification^  a  law  of  this  kind  is  in 
its  nature  indefenfible,  and,  from  whatever 
motive  it  proceeded,  muft  have  been  but 
ill  calculated  to  promote  virtue ;  for  fuch  is 
the  difpofition  of  human  nature,   that  the 
barrier,   which  fcparates  between  vice  and 
virtue,  once  overleaped,  it  from  that  mo- 
ment lofes  half  its  reftriftive  power,  and  in 
a  little  time  becomes  no  barrier  at  all.     It 
appears,  therefore,  that  no  degree  of  credit 
is'  due  to  Herodotus,  •  when  he  afl&rms  that 

the 
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the  Babylonifli  women  having  once  fulfilled  ^  ^^  ^• 
the  obligation  impofed  upon  them  by  this  ltto 
luw,  could  never  after  be  prevailed  upon  to 
deviate  from  the  path  of  reftitude ;  nor  to 
iElian,  who  would  perfuade  us,  that  thofe 
of  Lydia  and  Cyprus,  whofe  cuftom  it  was 
not  to  marry  till  they  had  gained  a  fortune 
fuitable  to  their  rank,  by  proftitution,  were 
for  ever  after  inflexibly  virtuous. 

Such  aflertions  are  too  abfurd  to  be  cred* 
ited  by  an  impartial  obferver  of  human  na« 
ture ;  and,  befides,  are  every  where  falfified 
by  the  condu6t;  of  the  Babylonifli  women. 
The  facred  writings  of  the  prophets  aboulid 
with  reproaches  againfl:  them  for  their  lewd- 
nefs  and  debauchery;  but  not  to  reft  the 
validity  of  what  we  have  faid  entirely  on 
that  foundation.  The  fame  Herodotus,  who 
had  told  us  of  the  inviolable  chaftity  of  the 
Babylonifli  women,  informs  us  a  little  after, 
that  when  their  city  was  taken  by  Cyrus, 
fuch  was  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  place,  that 
fathers,  without  any  fcruple,  proftituted  their 
daughters  for  hire.  Quintus  Curtius  not 
only  confirms  the  fame  thing,  but  adds,  that 
even  hufl)ands  were  not  afliamed  on  that 
occafion  to  deliver  their  wives  to  ftrangers 

Y  y  2  for 
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c HA  p  [qy  money  ;  anions  which  are  in  no  refpeft 
w>^  confonant  to  the  virtuous  charafter  pre- 
'  tended  by  fome  to  be  derived  from  the 
vicious  fource  of  public  proilitution.  Were 
it  neceffary  to  multiply  proofs  of  the 
licentious  charafter  of  the  Babylonian  wo- 
men,  we  could  iqftance  the  prodigious  num- 
ber of  courtezans,  which  were  among  them,, 
whofe  profeflion  did  not  render  them  con- 
temptible in  the  public  opinion,  as  it  always 
does  where  virtue  and  modefty  prevail.  The 
drunkennefs  of  the  fex,  who  ufed  frequently 
to  attend  the  convival  meetings  of  the  meii« 
where,  themfelves  not  lefs  convival,  they 
often  ate,  drank,  and  made  merry,  till  by 
degrees  divefling  themfelves  of  all  modefty^ 
they  fometimes  finifhed  the  debauch  in  the 
original  drefs  of  nature.  Nor  was  this  the 
praftice  of  the  meaneft,  nor  of  the  mod 
lewd  and  abandoned  of  the  fex  only,  it  was 
that  of  women  of  all  ranks  and  conditions. 
But  we  cannot  wonder  at  finding  a  people 
lewd  and  debauched,  when  the  divinities 
they  worfhipped,  the  religion  they  praftifed, 
and  the  public  example,  all  confpired  to 
make  them  fo.  When  vice  and  immorality 
are  able  to  make  fuch  progrefs  in  focieties ; 
where  they  are  oppoled  by  law,  and  re- 

{Irained 
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ftratncd  by  religion,  what  may  we  not  expeft  ^"^  ^* 
them  to  do  ?  Where  prompted  and  encou-  ltyxj 
raged,  as  among  the  Babylonians,  by  both. 

But  the  Babylonians  were  not  the  only 
people  of  antiquity  led  adray  in  this  man* 
ncr ;  there  fcarcely  exifted  one  fmgle  reli- 
gion, in  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the 
rites  of  which  were  not  folemnized  either 
with  cruelty  or  debauchery;  and  fcarcely 
was  there  one  god  or  goddefs  adored,  who 
was  not  famous  for  luft  and  intrigue.  Such^ 
in  a  notorious  degree,  was  Jupiter,  the 
greateft  of  the  deities.  Such  was  Vulcan. 
Such  was  Venus,  and  fuch  the  great  Syrian 
goddefs,  wh6fe  temples  were  conftantly 
crowded  with  the  votaries  of  luft,  and  of 
debauchery.  But  rites  of  cruelty  and  de- 
bauchery  were  naturally  enough  fuggefted* 
as  proper  modes  of  worfhipping  divinities, 
who  delighted  in  uncleannefs  and  in  blood. 

This  corruption  of  manners  reigned  but  ^^  ^^^ 
too  univerlaily  among  the  ancients.  1  he  tx  and 
Maffagetae,  a  people  of  Scythia,  being  con-  ^y^' 
fined  to  one  wife,  while  the  nations  around 
them  were  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  poly- 
gamy and  concubinage;    in  order  to  put 

them- 
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^  "x^  ^ '  themfelves  in  fomc  degree  qn  a  footing  with 
L/'-vN-^  their  neighbours,  introduced  a  kind  of  com-* 
munity  of  wives,  and  a  man  who  had  an 
inclination  to  the  wife  of  his  friend,  only 
carried  her  into  his  waggon  or  hut,  and  hung 
up  a  quiver  while  (he  was  there,  as  a  fign, 
that  they  might  not  be  interrupted.  In  this 
manner  were  decency  and  the  moft  facred 
ties  of  matrimony  publicly  violated;  but 
what  decency,  what  regard  to  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  inftitutions  could  we  expeft  in  a  people 
who  were  fo  rude  and  barbarous,  that  when 
any  of  their  relations  became  old,  they  fa- 
crificed  them  to  their  gods,  along  with  fome 
cattle  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe;  then^  hav- 
ing boiled  together  the  flefh  of  the  human 
and  the  more  ignoble  viftims,  they  devoured 
the  whole  as  a  moft  delicious  repjift  ?  The 
Lydians  were  ftill  more  debauched  than  the 
Maffagetae.  In  the  reign  of  Jardanes,  fo 
ungovernable  was  their  luft,  that  Omphalc, 
the  king's  only  daughter,  could  fcarcely, 
even  within  the  walls  of  the  royal  palace, 
find  ftielter  from  the  licentious  multitude. 
Om'^h'ale  at  length  fucceeding  to  the  throne 
of  her  father,  punilhed  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
verity,  fuch  as  had  formerly  infulted  her. 
On  the  women,  whom  it  appears  ftie  con- 

fidered 
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fidcrcd  as  not  lefs  criminal  than  the  men,  ciiap. 
{he  revenged  herfelf  in  a  fingular  manner ;   v^^vx^ 
flie  ordered,  that,  over  all  her  kingdom,  they 
fliould  be  {hut  up  with  their  flaves* 

The  Scythians,  whofe  charafter  !s;fat^^*;« 
from  being  the  mod  abandoned  of  the  an- 
cients, feem  not  to  have  had  much  caufe  to 
boa{l  of  the  chaftity  and  fidelity  of  their 
women.  The  greate{l  part  of  their  men 
having  on  fome  occafion  made  an  expedition 
into  Afia,  were  detained  there  much  beyond 
their  cxpeftation,  when  their  wives,  either 
impatient  of  their  long  abfence,  or  defpair-  . 
ing  of  their,  return^  took  their  fervants  and 
ilav6s,  and  iifc^e{led  them  in  all  the  p0{reri 
fions  and  privileges  of  their  abfent  hulbands* 
Some  time  after,  thefe  {laves  hearing  that 
theit  ma{lers  were  about  to  return,"  fortified 
and  intrenched  themfelves,  in  order  to  hinder 
them  from  entering  into  their  own  country^ 
and  .  claiming  their  wives  and  po{re{fiona. 
The  Scythians  advancing,  fcveral  {kirmilhes 
were  fought  between  them,  with  doubtful 
iiiccefs,  when  one  of  thiir  leaders  advifed  < 
his  countrymen  not  to  fight  again  w^ith  their 
flaves  as  with,  equals;  nor  to  attack  them 
with  watlike  weapons,  which  were  figns  of 

freedom. 
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CHA  P.  freedom,,  but  with  fuch  whips  and  fcourges  as 
\.y^>r><j  they  had  formerly  been  accuftomedtomake 
them  feeL  This  advice  being  put  in  execu- 
tion, the  whips  recalled  their  ideas  of  flavery, 
^nd  all  the  pufillanimity  naturally  attending 
it ;  they  threw  down  their  arms,  they  fled 
in  confufion,  many  of  them  were  taken  and 
put  to  death,  and  not  a  few  of  the  unfaith- 
ful wives  deftroyed  themfelves,  to  avoid 
the  refentment  of  their  injured  hufbands. 
Though  this  ftory  has  been  by  different  au- 
thors varied  in  feveral  of  iu  circumflances, 
yet  as  fo  many  have  agreed  in  relating  it, 
we  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  its  authea- 
ticity,  cfpccially  as  we  are  afTured  that  the 
Novogorodians,  whofe  city  Hands  in  Sar- 
matian  Scy thia,  had  formerly  a  coin  fiamped 
in  memory  of  it,  with  a  man  on  horfeback 
fhaking'  a  wJiip  in  his  hand ;  and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the  ancient  cuftom  in  Ruflia^  of 
the  bride  prefenting  the  bridegroom  on  the 
nuptial  night  with  a  whip,  originated  from 
this  ftory.  of  the  Scythian  wives. 

Pcrfiaa.        From  what  wc  have  already  related  con- 
thctrcha-  ccmiug  the  attcicnt  l^erfiaus,  it  appears  that 
t»aer.     their  women  were  not  the  ftioft  rigidly  vir- 
tuous;  but  the  voluptuous  and  libidinous 
.    ^  charader 
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chsifa6i;cr  of  that  people  cannot  be  better  c  h  a  ?♦ 
delineated,  nor  painted  in  ftronger  colours,  o^vnj 
than  we  find  it  in  the  book  of  Efther,  where 
we  have  a  relation  of  Ahafuerus,  one  of 
their  monarchs,  carrying  his  refinements 
in  debauchery  to  fuch  a  length,  as  has 
never  yet  been  paralleled  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind. 

*  Now  when  every  maiden's  turn  was 

*  come  to  go  in  unto  the  king  Ahafuerus, 

*  after  that    Ihe  had  been  twelve  months, 

*  according  to  the  manner  of  the  women,  for 

*  fo  were  the  days  of  their  purification  ac- 

*  compliftied ;  viz.  fix  months  with  oil   of 

*  myrrh,  and  fix  months  with  fweet  odours, 

*  and  with  other  things  for  the  purifying  of 

*  the  women. 

*  Then  thus  came  every  maiden  unto  the 

*  king ;  whatfoever  flie  defired  was  given  her 
'to  go  with  her  out  of  the  houfe  of  the 

*  women  into  the  king's  houfe. 

*  In  the  evening  (he  went  out,  and  on  the 
'  morrow  fhe  returned,  into  the  fecond  houfe 

*  bf  the  women,  to  the  cuftody  of  Shaafga?, 

*  the  king's  chamberlain,    which  kept  the 

Vol.  I.  Z  z  *  concu- 
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CHAP.  €  concubines;  (he  came  in  unto  the  king  no 
iy>rsj  •  more,  except  the  king  delighted  in  her,  and 
'  that  flie  were  called  by  name.' 

Such  was  the  expence,  and  fuch  the  refine- 
ment neceflary  to  fit  a  woman  for  the  arms 
of  the  Perfian  monarch ;  and  fuch  was  the 
perpetual  imprifonment  and  continence  to 
which  he  condemned  the  haplefs  wretches, 
who,  with  all  this  parade  of  voluptuoufnefs, 
were  deftined  for  one  night  only  to  the  hate- 
ful pre-eminence  of  his  bed ;  in  (hort,  it  was 
in  the  court  of  Perfia,  where  we  may  pro- 
perly fay,  that  lawlefs  love  reigned  trium- 
phant, where  mothers  mixed  in  inceftuous 
commerce  with  their  fons,  daughters  with 
their  fathers,  and  fillers  with  their  brothers. 
Artaxerxes  Memmon,  having  fallen  in  love 
with  his  own  daughter  Atoffa,  hefitated  to 
.  marry  her  on  account  of  fome  fcruples  of 
confcience,  but  his  paffion  was  fomented, 
and  thefe  fcruples  diffipated  by  his  mother : 
**  Are  not  you,"  faid  Ihe,  "  fct  by  the  gods 
over  the  Perfians,  as  the  only  rule  of  what 
is  becoming  or  unbecoming,  virtuous  or 
**  vicious?"  A  fpeech,  which  ftrongly  in- 
dicates that  daring  fpirit  of  woman,  which 
when  urged  by  any  of  the  more  violent 

pal&ons^ 
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paflions^  has  often  overleaped  thefc  barriers,  ^  ^^  '• 
and  bom  down  thofe  difficulties,  from  which 
male  nature  has  (hrunk  aghaft  and  terrified. 
Cambyfes,  another  of  the  Perfian  kings^ 
entertaining  fome  doubts  whether  he  might 
marry  his  own  fifter,  convened  the  magi  to 
give  him  their  opinion,  "  We  can  find  no 
law,"  faid  they,  "  in  Perfia,  to  authorize 
a  man  to  marry  his  own  fifter,  but  our 
**  laws  authorize  a  king  to  do  whatever  he 
«  pleafes." 

As  the  inferior  ranks  of  mankind  always 
imitate^he  follies  and  fafhions  of  the  fupe« 
rior,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  in  ancient 
Perfia,  the  expence  of  the  Haram  as  well 
as  of  the  Seraglio,  was  exceedingly  great ; 
a  circumftance  which  appears  the  more  pro- 
bable from  a  furvey  of  this  matter  in  modern 
Perfia^  where,  fo  unreftrainable  is  the  ex- 
travagance of  wives,  that  though  every  man 
may  legally  have  four,  few  are  found  hardy 
enough  to  venture  upon  more  than  one ;  as 
they  muft  be  liberally  fupplied  with  what- 
ever the  moft  voluptuous  luxury  can  require 
to  adorn  their  perfons,  to  promote  feftivity, 
and  difplay  grandeur.  Startled  at  this  prof. 
pe£i  of  almoil  infupportable  expence,  and 

Zz  2  afraid^ 
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c  HA  P.  afraid  of  the  ruin  in  which  it  may  terminate, 
v.yw>  many  of  the  Perfians  avoid  matrimony  al- 
together, and  hire  a  concubine  for  a  limited 
term,  which  concubine  they  are  not  obliged 
to  indulge  in  all  the  grandeur  of  a  wife,  nor 
to  retain  after  the  term  agreed  on  is  expired, 
unlefs  agreeable  to  their  inclinations.  This 
pidure,  we  are  afraid,  is  not  drawn  from 
Perfia  only ;  do  not  the  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  women  every  where  make 
matrimony  Icfs  falhionable?  We  recommend 
it  therefore  to  them  to  confider  this  matter 
ferioufly  in  time,  left  the  legiflature,  to  pre- 
vent depopulation,  be  at  laft  obliged  to 
reftr^in  them  by  fumptuary  laws, 


InfVance 
of    the 
efrc<a  of 
jcaloufy. 


In  countries  where  there  is,  as  in  Perfia, 
an  unlimited  liberty  of  polygamy  and  con- 
cubinage, fhould  we  fuppofe  that  jealoufy 
in  the  fair  fcx,  is  a  paflion  much  weakened 
by  the  variety  of  objefts  that  divide  it,  and 
the  reftraint  laid  on  it  by  the  defpotifm  of 
the  men,  we  would  be  greatly  miftaken ;  for 
in  no  country  has  it  ever  urged  the  foul  to 
deeds  of  more  mercilefs  revenge.  Xemes, 
among  many  other  amours,  had  conceived 
a  paflion  for  the  wife  of  his  brother  Mafiftus, 
which  he  profecuted  for  a  long  time  by 

promifes 
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promifes  and  threatenings^  w^out  fuccefs ;  ^  ^^^  **• 
tired   with  fo  many  fruit lefs  efforts,  he  at  \r\''\j 
laft  changed  his  attack  from  the  mother  to 
her  daughter,   who,  with  much  lefs  oppofi- 
tion,  yielded  herfelf  to  his  wifhes.  Ameftris, 
his  queen,  having  difcovered  the  amour,  and 
imagined  that  the  daughter  only  afted  by 
the  direftion  of  her  mother,  from  that  mo- 
ment refolved  on  the  fevereft  revenge.     By 
an  ancient  cuftom  in  Perfia,  the  queen  had 
a  right,  on  the  king's  birth-day,  to  demand 
of  him  any  favour  that  (he  thought  proper, 
Ameftris  afked  that  the   wife  of*Mafiftus 
fhould  be  delivered  into  her  hands ;  fhe  had 
no  fooner  received  her  than  (he  ordered 
her  breafts,   nofe,  tongue,  and  lips  to  be 
cut  off,  and  thrown  to  the  dogs,  and  that 
fhe  fhould  be  detained  to  fee  her  own  flefh 
devoured  by  them.    This  cruel  and  revenge- 
ful difpofition,  the  women  of  modern  Perfia 
feem  to  inherit  from  their  anceftors ;  finding 
themfelves  only  courted  as  the  fources  of 
animal  pleafure,  and  in  every  other  light 
defpifed,  the  difcovery  contributes  to  render 
them  objefts  truely  worthy  of  contempt.  By 
confinement  obliged  to  be  indolent,   their 
minds  prey  upon  their  conftitutions ;  chag- 
rined with  the  coldnefs  of  a  hufband  who  is 

cloyed 
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c  HA  P.  cloyed  with  variety,  and  jealous  to  madnefs 
V./VNJ  of  the  rivals  who  attraft  more  of  his  atten- 
tion, they  arc  continually  brooding  over 
ftratagems  to  free  themfelves  from  both; 
poifon  is  the  means  they  commonly  make 
ufe  of,  and  they  are  furniflied  with  a  variety 
of  forts  of  it,  by  the  Jew  women  who  arc 
allowed  to  come  to  their  apartments  to  fell 
toys.  With  the  fame  infamous  hags  they 
alfo  traffick  for  philtres  and  love  potions,  to 
procure  them  the  greateft  (hare  of  the  afiPec* 
tion  of  their  hufbands. 


Dcpwi-       MoDETSY    and   chaftity    were    virtues 

tv   of 

mannen,  hardly  kuowu  to  many  of  the  ancients.  The 
aimoft  Aufi,  a  people  of  Lybia,  cohabited  fo  pro- 
mifcuoufly  with  their  women,  that  the  whole 
of  the  children  were  cpnfidered  as  belong- 
ing to  the  community.  The  wives  of  the 
Badrians  were,  through  a  long  feries  of 
years,  famed  for  licentioufnefs ;  and  cuftom 
had  given  fuch  a  fan£lion  to  their  crimes, 
that  the  hufbands  had  not  only  loft  all 
power  of  reftraining  them,  but  even  durft 
hardly  venture  to  complain  of  their  infi- 
delity. In  Cyprus,  an  ifland  facred  to  Venus, 
the  very  rites  of  their  religion  were  all 
mingled  with  debauchery  and  proftitution. 

And 
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And  the  Lydians,  and  many  other  nations,  ^  "^^  **• 
publicly   proftituted  their  daughters,    and   vyvv^ 
other  female  relations  for  hire.    But  to  mul- 
tiply inftances  of  the  depravity  of  ancient 
manners  would  be  endlefs ;  mankind,  even  . 
when  bridled  by  the  ftrongeft  penal  laws^ 
and  reftrifted  in  their  paflions  by  the  facred 
voice  of  religion,  are  but  too  often,  in  the 
purfuit  of  unlawful  pleafures,  apt  to  difre- 
gard  both ;  what  then  mull  they  have  been 
before   fociety,    before  laws  exifted,   and 
when  religion  lent  its  fan£lion  to  encourage 
the  vices  and  deprave  the  heart  ? 


CHAR 
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CHAP.     XL 

The  fame  SvhjeS;  continued. 

^  xf '  A  "^  ^^  hiftory  of  the  nations  we  have 
u^vNj  ^l\.  hitherto  been  confidering  is  fo  en- 
veloped in  thefe  clouds  of  darknefs  which 
obfcure  antiquity,  we  (hall  leave  it,  to  make 
fome  obfervations  on  the  charafter  and  con- 
duft  of  women,  in  periods  with  which  we 
are  better  acquaiQted. 

General  jj^  profccuting  this  plan  we  naturally 
rijc  come  to  the  Greeks,  a  people  fo  diftin- 
guiftied  and  admired ;  who,  for  many  ages, 
fhone  fo  illuftrious  in  arts  and  arms,  and 
whofe  panegyric,  has  been  founded  fo  loud 
in  ancient  and  modern  hiftory ;  that  we  are 
forry  a  regard  for  truth  will  not  fuffer  us 
to  eccho  to  the  trumpet  of  fame,  in  the 
charafter  Ihe  has  given  them.  For  when 
we  have  faid  that  they  fhone  in  arts  and 
arms,  we  have  completed  their  eulogium. 
When  we  confickr  them  as  patriots,  they 
appear  diftinguifliable.  When  we  confider 
them  as  men,  and  as  citizens  of  the  world, 

they. 
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they  greatly  difguft  us.  Other  nations  ^"x"?^* 
made  laws  to  improve  nature,  and  to  w>r\J 
excite  humanity,  Thofe  of  fome  of  the 
Grecian  flatcs  were  calculated  to  eradicate 
both.  In  {hoct,  in  whatever  view  w^e  con-^ 
template  this  people,  we  find  them  remark* 
able  only  for  an  unnatural  aullerity  of 
manners,  for  the  moft  inflexible  feverity, 
and  a  life  hardly  foftened  by  one  agreeable 
fhade  in  the  whole  pifture. 

.  The  charafter  we  have  hitherto  draWrt 
of  the  fair  fex,  is  calculated  to  excite  but 
few  of  thefe  pleafing  emotions ;  we  would 
wilh  to  warm  our  bofoms  whenever  we  con-^ 
template  objefts  fo  dear  to  us.  But  we 
write  the  Hiftory  of  Women,  not  their  pane- 
gyric. Truth,  therefore,  ftiU  obliges  us  to 
exhibit  to  view  charafters  hardly  more  ami- 
able or  engaging  than  thofe  we  have  already 
drawn. 

In  a  preceding  chapter  we  have  obferved 
that,  during  the  whole  of  what  are  called 
the  heroic  ages,  the  hidory  of  Greece  is 
nothing  but  a  compound  of  the  moft  abfurd 
fable ;  from  that  fable  it  however  appears, 
that  their  gods  and  men  employed  much  of 
Vql.  I.  A  a  a  their 
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their  time  and  ingenuity  in  feducing,  ftcal- 
<yy\j  ing,  and  forcibly  debauching  their  young 
women,  circumftances  which  naturally  fug- 
geft  an  idea  that  thofe  women  who  could 
not  be  obtained  by  any  other  means  muft 
have  been  virtuous.  But  this  favourable 
idea,  is  unhappily  overturned  by  almoft  all 
the  other  circumftances  of  their  hiftory,  for 
we  hardly  meet  with  any  thing  in  their  early 
periods  but  murders,  rapes,  andufurpations; 
witnefs  the  tranfaftions  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mycene;  of  Pelops,  and  his  defcendants. 
The  rapes  of  lo,  Proferpine,  Helena,  &c. 
which  (lain  the  charafter  of  their  gods  and 
men  with  the  fouleft  infamy ;  and  as  it  has 
never  happened  in  any  nation  that  one  fex 
has  been  exceedingly  vicious,  and  the  other 
not  participated  of  its  crimes,  we  may  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Greek  women  were,  in  the 
heroic  ages,  far  from  being  famous  for  any 
of  the  moral  virtues ;  but  the  proof  does  not 
reft  on  this  fuppofition,  for  the  greateft  part 
of  the  princes  who  aflembled  at  the  fiege 
of  Troy,  were,  after  they  returned,  flagi- 
tioufly  murdered  by  their  wives.  A  thing 
nearly  incredible,  when  we  confider  that  in 
thofe  times  cuftom  had  condemned  the  wife 
who  had  loft  a  huft)and  to  perpetual  widow- 
hood. But 
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But  to  proceed  to  times  of  which  we  are  ^^^  ^* 
better  informed.     The  women  of  other  na-   ^^rvosj 
tions  were  indecent  through  the  ftrength  of  g!!JIccS. 
their  ungovernable  pailions ;   fome  of  the  vouraWe 
Greek  women  were  obliged  to  be  indecent  ^^c^  oi* 
by  law.    In  Sparta^  what  virtue,  what  de-  n«uma  , 
corum  could  be  expe6led,  when  even  the 
ftrongeft  temptations  to  vice  had  ^the  public 
fanfUon  of  the   legiflator?    In  the  heroic 
ages,  while  ignorance  and  brutality  of  man«> 
ners  prevailed,  we  are  not  much  furprifed  to 
find  the  women  cpndufting  the  men  to  the 
baths^   undrefling  them,    and  attending  to 
drefs  and  rub  them  when  they  came  out ; 
but  in  Sparta,  famed  for  its  falutary  laws, 
and  when  Greece  was  in  its  moft  poliflied 
condition,  we  are  amazed  to  find  that  both 
fexes  reforted  to,  and  bathed  together  in  the 
public  baths.     And  this  amazement  is  ftill 
heightened,  when  we  are  affured  that  here 
alfo,  plays  were  a£led  by  order  of  the  legif- 
lator, where  young  people  of  both  fexes 
were  obliged  to  fight,  and  dance  naked  on 
the  ftage,  that  the  men,  according  to  his 
ideas,  might  be  thereby  excited  to  matri- 
mony.     Whdt  were  the   confequences  of 
thefe  indecencies  ?  It  is  agreed  on  by  all  the 
ancients^  that  both  fexes  went  to  thofe  plays 

Aaa  2  only  - 
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^  \l  ^'  ^^^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  debauchery ;  that,  dif- 
V/^rv  gufted  by  this  fhamelefs  expofure,  the  men 
paid  lefs  regard  to  the  women,  that  the 
women  became  lefs  virtuous,    and  at  laft 
grew  diflblute  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be 
thereby  diftinguiflied  from  all  the  other  wo- 
men of  Greece.   Euripedes,  and  fome  others 
of  the  Greek  authors,  beftow  upon  them 
epithets  which  decency  will  not  allow  us  to 
tranflate,  nor  were  thefe  epithets  the  over- 
flowings of  the  gall  of  fatiric  poets  and  vio- 
lent declaimers  only,  they  were  the  cool  and 
confiderate  refleftions  of  impartial  hiftori* 
ans.     But  we  ^would  not  be  underftood  as 
altogether  confining  diffolutenefs  and  dc- 
dauchery  to  the  women  of  Sparta,  thofe  of 
^ '  many  of  the  other  dates  were  little  inferior 
to  them.  In  Thracia  and  Boeotia  they  every 
third  year  held  a  feftival  in  memory  of  the 
expedition  of  Bacchus  into  India,  at  which 
both  married  women  and  virgins,  with  ja- 
velins- in  their  hands  and  difhevelled  hair, 
ran  about  like  furies  bellowing  the  praifes 
of  the  god,  and  committing  every  diforder 
which  folly    could,  fuggeft,    or    madnefs 
execute. 

Wherevee 


zauf. 
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Wherever  public  proftitution  becomes  ^\^^: 
fo  fafliionablc  that  it  is  attended  with  no  l/-vx> 
difgrace  in  the  opinion  of  the  male,  and  .^^^ITI^ 
with  exceedingly  little  in  that  of  the  female  counc- 
fex,  there,  we ,  may  affure  ourfel vies,  the 
morals  of  the  women  are  highly  contami* 
nated;  a  circumftance  of  which  Athens 
afforded  the  moft  glaring  proof.  In  that 
city,  courtezans  were  not  only  kept  in  a 
public  manner  by  moft  of  the  young  men  of 
faftiion,  but  greatly  countenanced,  and  even 
publicly  vifited  by  Solon  their  lawgiver,  who 
applauded  fuch  young  men  as  were  found  in 
the  ftews,  becaufe  their  going  to  thefe  places 
rendered  them  lefs  apt  to  attempt  the  virtue 
of  modeft  women.  But  Athenian  courte- 
zans were  not  only  vifited  by  their  great 
lawgiver,  but  alfo  by  the  celebrated  Socra- 
tes, and  moft  of  their  other  philofophers, 
who,  not  content  with  going  frequently  to 
fee  them  themfelves,  even  fometimes  carried 
their  wives  and  daughters  along  with  them ; 
a  circumftance  which  we  do  not  recolleft 
to  have  met  with  in  any  other  country,  and 
which  could  not  but  tend  to  give  thefe  wives 
a  mean  opinion  of  virtue,  when  they  faw 
the  preference  that  was  given  to  vice.  And 
when  fuch  of  their  own  fex  as  thus  publicly 

deviated 
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^  \i  ^*  <lcviated  from  the  paths  of  chaftity  were  fo 
L/^vNj  openly  efteemed  and  regarded,  it  was  natu- 
ral for  thofe  of  a  different  charaftcr  to  pay 
the  lefs  regard  to  that  chaftity,  the  pra&if- 
ing  of  which  gained  them  no  fuperior  privi- 
lege nor  advantage, 

caufcs  of      The    whole  hiftory  of  ancient  Greece 

this  de-  ^  .        . 

fercncc.  prclcnts  US  With  courtezans  enjoymg  un- 
common reputation  and  honour;  to  account 
for  this,  we  muft  lay  it  down  as  a  funda- 
mental principle,  that  our  fex  has  a  natural 
inclination  to  the  company  and  converfation 
of  the  other.  But  in  Greece,  modeft  women 
were  all  fo  ftriftly  confined,  that  none  be- 
fides  their  neareft  relations  were  allowed  to 
ff*e  or  converfe  with  them;  and  from  this 
confinement  it  naturally  followed,  that  they 
were  uncultivated,  ignorant  of  learning,  and 
almoft  of  every  thing  that  was  tranfafling 
in  the  world ;  they  were,  therefore,  ill  quali- 
fied to  entertain  or  amufe  the  men  with  their 
converfation.  The  Grecians  had  a  natural 
tafte  for  the  beautiful,  a  tafte  which  was 
greatly  improved  by  their  ftatuaries  and 
painters ;  but  the  beauties  of  their  modeft 
women  were  rendered  invifible  by  veils, 
and  unengaging  by  aukwardnefs.     The  very 

reverfc 
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revcrfe  wis  the  cafe  with  the  courtezans,  *^"a^- 

Jill  • 

they  improved  their  charms  by  every  art,  u-vniJ 
fhewed  them  unveiled  in  every  public  place^ 
and  all  had  accefs  to  their  company  and  to 
their  houfes.  Not  ignorant  of  the  difadvan^ 
tages  that  other  women  laboured  under,  they 
availed  themfelves  of,  and  improved,  their 
own  advantages;  they  dedicated  a  greafpart 
of  their  time  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  to  the 
knowledge  of  public  affairs,  to  fpeaking  with 
elegance  and  propriety,  and,  above  all,  to 
the  arts  of  pleafing,  which,  whenever  pro- 
perly managed  by  women  of  beauty,  have 
an  afcendancy  over  us  that  they  themfelves 
feem  but  half  acquainted  with.  Hence  it  is 
not  difficult  to  fee  how  the  Grecian  prof- 
titutes  crept  into  fuch  confequence;  they 
had  art  and  nature  on  their  fide,  and  modeft 
women  being  all  imprifoned,  they  had  no 
rivals  to  contend  with. 

The  prefent  inhabitants  of  Greece  feem  f"^"^^^".^ 
to  have  pretty  nearly  copied  the  pattern  of  tams  of 
antiquity;  private  amours,  and  even  public  J^^^^^^j^ 
proftitution,  are  confidered  by  them  but  as  anccftort. 
trifling  pecadillos,  which  any  woman  may 
be  guilty  of  without  lofing  her  chara£ler. 
A  Greek  girl  will  agree  with  a  Frank  for 

any 


3^8 


THE    HISTORY 


^^t^*  any  limited  time  he  pleafes:  the  Subafci 
L>^v>^  will  as  eafily  grant  them  a  licence  to  live 
together  for  that  time ;  and  (hould  any  one 
be  caught  with  her,  during  the  continuance 
of  it,  fhe  and  her  gallant  would  both  be 
fined,  and  exhibited  through  the  neareft 
city,  mounted  together  on  an  afs.  At 
Venice,  the  courtezans  of  the  prefent  time 
fecm  nearly  on  a  footing  with  thofe  of  an- 
cient Greece,  By  the  llrongeft  fumptuary. 
laws,  the  Venetian  nobility  are  reftrained 
from  fpending  their  money  almoft  on  any 
thing  but  their  miftreffes;  and  while  the 
modeft  women  feel  their  inclinations  curbed 

ft 

by  thefe  laws,  in  every  article  of  luxury  and 
cxpence,  tlje  courtezans,  either  above  or 
below  their  notice,  evade  them  altogether* 


Grecian         ^g  ^^e  bodics  of  womcH  are  of  a  foftef 

dcftitutc    ^^^  more  delicate  nature  than  thofe  of  the 

of  the      men,    fo  their   minds   are    generally   more 

ncCs  of     fii^^ly  attuned  to  the  gentler  feelings  of  ten- 

thcir  fcx.  dernefs   and   humanitv ;    but   the   Grecian 

women,  either  by  nature,  or  more  probably 

by  cuftom,  were  in  this  refpeft  miferably 

deficient.     At  an  annual  feftival,  celebrated 

in  hondur  of  Diana,    all  the   children  of 

Sparta  were  whipt  till  the  blood  ran  down 

on 
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on  the  altar  of  the  goddefs.  Under  this  ^*^f' * 
cruel  ceremony,  which  was  inflifled,  as  they 
pretended,  to  accuftom  them  to  bear  pain 
without  murmuring,  fome,  almoft  cv-ry 
year,  expired.  The  inhuman  barbarity  was 
performed  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  city ; 
the  fathers,  and  what  our  female  readers 
will  hardly  credit,  evtn  the  mothers,  behold- 
ing their  children  bathed  in  blood,  and  ready 
to  expire  with  pain,  flood  exhorting  them 
to  fuffer  the  number  of  lafhes  ailigned  them, 
without  a  groan  or  a  complaint.  It  may  be 
alleged  here,  that  women  being  fpeflators 
and  encouragers  of  a  cruel  ceremony,  is  no 
proof  of  their  want  of  proper  feelings,  but 
only  an  inftance  of  the  power  of  cuftom. 
A  do6lrine  to  which  we  cannot  altogether 
affent,  being  perfuaded,  that  there  are  many 
of  the  fair-fex,  whofe  conftitutions  are  fo  hu- 
mane  and  tender,  that  even  cuftom  could 
not  reconcile  them  to  barbarity ;  but  allow- 
ing it  to  have  that  power,  what  folly  were  the 
men  guilty  of  in  inftituting  fuch  a  ceremony? 
they  were  robbing  the  women  of  every  thing 
valuable  in  their  compofition,  and  labouring 
to  make  them  what  they  were  not  intended 
to  be  by  nature. 

Vol.1.  fibb  But 
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CHAP.  Bu  T  this  inhunran  cuftom  was  not  the  only 
o^y-\j  proof  that  the  Greek  women  were  divcfted 
of  that  female  tendernefs  which  we  fo  much 
admire  in  the  fex.  There  was  at  Sparta,  a 
euftom,  ifpoflible,  ftill  more  barbarous;  as 
foon  as  a  male  child  was  born,  he  was  vifited 
by  a  deputation  of  the  elders  of  each  tribe ; 
if  he  appeared  to  be  of  a  weakly  conftitu- 
tion,  and  not  likely  to  become  a  flout  and 
healthful  member  of  their  ftate,  they  judged 
him  not  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  rearing ; 
and  therefore  ordered  him  to  be  thrown  into 
a  quagmire,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Mountain 
Taygeta.  This  was  valuing  human  beings 
exa6lly  as  we  do  an  ox  or  an  afs ;  and  en- 
tirely fetting  afidc  all  the  moral  turpitude 
of  murder.  It  was  pnly,  however,  prac- 
tifed  at  Sparta ;  and  we  fhould  have  hoped, 
that,  even  there,  it  was  contrary  to  the  in- 
clination, and  without  the  confent,  of  the 
women ;  were  we  not  affured  by  a  variety 
of  authors,  that  the  Spartan  dames,  in  every 
circumftance,  almoft  entirely  governed  their 
hufbands.  To  the  barbarous  cuiloms  now 
mentioned,  we  (hall  only  add  one  more.  To 
fo  weak  and  expiring  a.  ftate  was  the  pater- 
nal inftinft  of  nature  reduced  among  the 
Greelcs,  that  they  frequently,   as  we  have 

already 
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already  related,  expofcd  fuch  children  as^^^^*** 
they  were  not  able,  or  did  not  chufe,  ta  w-v\-> 
maintain*.  A  barbarity  which,  more  or 
lefs,  prevailed  in  all  the  Grecian  ftates ; 
except  at  Thebes,  a  city,  where,  to  the  im- 
mortal hondrur  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  fo 
much  abhorried,  that,  by  their  laws,  it  was 
capitally  punifhed. 

We  fliall  finifli  this  fubjeft  by  bbferving, 
that  the  Spartan  matrons  received  the  news 
of  their  fons  having  been  flain  in  battle,  not 
only  without  any  figns  of  grief,  but  even 
with  an  appearance  of  extravagant  joy  and 
fatisfa6l^on,  which  they  took  the  moft  early 
opportunity  of  (hewing  in  public.  Thofe 
fam6  women,  however/ who  pretended  to 
have  imbibed  fo  much  heroifm,  that  they 
were  ft  rangers  to  every  fear,  but  fuch  as 
arofe  on  account  of  jhcir  pountry,  whpn  they 


*  This  was  not  a  cuftom  of  the  Greeks  only,  it  prertilcd  amonf 
many  of  their  contemporary  nations  The  Romans,  even  after  they 
were  reckoned  the  moft  poiiflied  people  on  the  {lobe,  when  oppreffed 
with  ifls  of  a  real  or  imaginary  nature,  deemed  it  an  adk  of  paternal 
teademers  to  releafe  their  children  frcm  the  painnand  miferies  of  life* 
ConfUntine  to  put  a  flop  to  this  growing  evil,  ifltied  an  editSt  to  all  the 
cities  of  Italy  and  Africa,  ordering  relief  to  all  who  fhould  produce 
before  the  magiihratet,  fuch  children  as  their  poverty  would  not  allow 
th'em  tQ  maintain. 


B  b  b  2  faw 
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^  ^L  ^*  ^^^  Epaminondas,  after  the  battle  of  Lcuc- 
o^vs^  tra,  marching  his  vi£lorious  army  towards 
Sparta^  teflified  by  their  behaviour,  that 
they  were  fubje£l  to  fears  of  another  nature; 
and  that  all  their  joys  and  forrows  arofe  not 
folely  from  the  profperity  or  adverfity  of 
their  country*  They  ran  up  and  down  in 
the  (Ireets  in  terror  and  defpair,  filling  the 
air  with  (hrieks ;  and  transfufing  their  own 
timidity  into  the  men,  caufed  more  diforder 
than  the  approach  of  the  vi6lorious  army. 

Other  When  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of  the 

the  Greek  matrimouial  compa£l,  we  (hall  fee  how  the 
women.  Qrecian  women  behaved  to  their  hufbands; 
and  fhall  at  prefent  fum  up  the  reft  of  their 
chara3er,  by  obferving,  that  at  Athens,  even 
drunkennefs  appears  to  have  been  among 
the  number  of  their  vices ;  as  it  is  evident 
by  a  law  of  Solon,  in  which  it  is  enadcd, 
that  no  woman  (hall  be  attended  by  more 
than  one  fervant  when  fhe  goes  abroad, 
unlefs  when  Jhe  is  drunk.  It  would  fcem 
that  the  Athenian  women  alfo  made  ufe  of 
the  darkncfs  of  the  night  to  fcreen  them  in 
their  intrigues;  for  another  law  of  Solon 
ordains,  that  no  woman  (hall  walk  abroad 
at  night,  unle/s  Jhc  intends  to  play  the  whore* 

From 
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From  feveral  other  ordinances  of  this  legifla-  ^  ^^  **• 
tor,  it  plainly  appears^  that  to  keep  the  fex  v^yvv> 
vithi.0  the  hounds  pf  that  deporum  pre- 
fcribed  to  them,  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
difficulty;  for,  to  the  laws  we  have juft  now 
mentioned,  he  was  obliged  to  add  others, 
which  ftiew  that  they  were  only  to  be  gov- 
erned by  coercive  meafures.    He  ordained, 
that  no  woman  (hould  go  out  of  the  city 
with  more  provifions  than  could  be  pur« 
chafed  for  an  obolus,   nor  with  a  ba&et 
higher  than  a  cubit;  and  if  a  woman  went 
abroad  at  night,  (he  was  to  be  carried  in  a 
waggon,  preceded  by  a  flambeau :  frpm  all 
which  it  feems  evident,  jthat  the  de|ign  of 
Solon  was  to  make  the  Athenian  women 
decent  and  virtuous.    If  Lycurgus  had  the 
fame  intention  in  the  laws  that  he  gave  the 
Lacedemonians,   we  cannot  help  thinking 
that  he  had  but  ill  (ludied  human  nature ; 
for,    though  the  inhabitants  of   countries 
where  no  clothes  are  ufed,  are  not  on  that 
account  lefs  virtuous  than  their  neighbours, 
where  they  are  ufed,  yet  there  may  be  modes 
of  clothing  which  more  powerfully  excite 
the  paflions,  than  the  moft  abfolute  naked- 
pefs.    Of  this  kind,  in  our  opinion,  was  the 
drefs  of  Sparta.    We  fhall  have  occafion 

after- 
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c  H^A  P.  afterward  to  take  notice  of  it,  at  prefent 
Kj^y><j  Ihall  only  obferve,  that  it  has  been  exclaimed 
againft  by  a  variety  of  the  writers  of  an- 
tiquity. 

Though  fuch  is  the  general  charaftcr 
of  the  Greeks,  happily  there  is  no  inftance 
of  a  corruption  of  manners  having  fpread 
itfelf  over  any  nation,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  leave  nobody  free  from  the  contagion. 
In  the  midft  of  licentioufnefs  and  barbarity, 
at  leaft  in  thfefe  peribdis,  that  were  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  the  Grecian  wot* 
men  afford  us  feveral  inftances  of  chaffity^ 
conjugal  fidelity,  and  maternal  affeflion^ 


or  the 
Roman 


In  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Roman  re- 
womln.  public,  before  the  wealth  poured  in  from 
innumerable  conquefls  had  introduced  lux- 
ury and  diflTipation,  no  women  were  more 
famous  for  their  virtues,  none  more  infa- 
mous afterward  for  their  vices.  The  whole 
hiflory  of  Rome,  for  feveral  ages  after  its* 
foundation,  bears  teflimony  to  the  tender- 
nefs,  frugality,  and  chaftity  of  her  women. 
Of  this  nothing  can  be  a  flronger  proof,  than 
the  long  period  that  intervened  between  the 
foundation  of  the  republic    and  the  firft 

divorce ; 
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divorce;  a  period,  of  five  hundred  and  ^^^^^ 
twenty  years,  which,  all  circumflances  con-  wxj 
fidered,  was  indeed  a  long  one,,  for  the  men 
had  a  power  of  divorcing  their  wives  almoft 
at  pleafure.  To  this  proof  we  could  add  a 
great  variety  of  others,  but  (hall  only  men- 
tion the  ftory  of  the  rape  of  Lucretia,- which 
in  the  (Irongell  manner  demonflrates  the 
value  which  the  Roman  women  fet  upon 
the  moft  unfpotted  chaftity.  Lucretia,  be- 
ing violated  in  fecret,  could  not  have  found 
the  fmallefl;  difficulty  in  concealing  what 
had  happened;  and  befides,  ihould  it  have 
been  difcovered,  the  fraud  and  force  made 
ufe  of  againft  her,  were  fufficicnt  to  have 
quieted  her  confcience,  and  exculpated  her 
to  her  hufband  and  the  public  from  every 
imputation  of  criminality.  Yet,  fo  exalted 
were  her  ideas  of  chaftity,  that  (he  was  re- 
folved  not  to  give  back  to  the  arms  of  her 
hufban^,  a  body  even  involuntarily  pollu- 
ted, nor  to  furvive  the  violation  (he  had. 
fuflPered;  but  calling  together  her  friends,  in 
the  prefence  of  her  hufband,  fhe  revealed 
to  them  the  fecret  of  the  rape  that  had  been 
committed  upon  her ;  and  while  conjuring 
them  to  revenge  her  injured  honour,  fhe 

dabbed 
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^  \^  ^*  ftabbed  herfclf  in  the  brcaft  with  a  dagger 
sy^\j  flie  had  concealed  under  her  garments  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  care  taken  by  womcjn  to  prefer\'C 
their  chaftity,  will  always  be  in  proportion 
to  the  value  fet  upon  it  by  the  men.  When 
the  women  find  that  the  men  pay  but  little 
regard  to  this  virtue,  that  they  are  as  much 
careflTed^  and  have  as  good  a  chance  for  a 
hufband  after  they  have  trefpaffed  the  rules 
of  it  as  before ;  the  ftrongeft  obligation  laid 
upon  them  to  preferve  it,  is  then  taken  off. 
A  proof  of  this  occurs  in  the  infancy  of 
,  the  Roman  republic,  the  men  had  the  higheft 
regard  for  chaftity;  they  not  only  avoided 
faying  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  purity  of 
manners,  any  thing  that  could  give  offence 
to  modefty,  in  their  ferious  hours ;  but  even 
in  their  gay  and  fportive  humours,  when  the 
watch  is  apt  to  flip  afide  from  the  door  of 
the  lips,  never  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  of 
decency,  nor  indulged  in  frolic  and  dalli- 
ance, even  with  their  own  wives,  before  a 
third  perfon :  they  flighted  and  defpifed  the 
woman  who  had  voluntarily  yielded  herfclf 
to  an  unlawful  embrace ;  nor  did  any  thing 

hurt 
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Iftrrt  their  honour  fo  much,  as  to  have  a  ivife  ^  i^a  p. 
or  a  daughter  violated ;  hfence  the  women  v>ynj 
feduoufly  cnde&voured  to  preferve  their  vir- 
tue^ becaufe  the  men  abandoned  and  neg* 
Ie£led  her  who  had  loil  it* 
• 
Husbands  afid  fathers,  valuing  chaftlty 
more  than  life,  fometimes  killed  their  wives 
and  daughters,  when  they  had  no  other 
means  of  preventing  them  from  being  ra- 
viflied ;  and  women  themfelves,  fired  by  this 
example,  not  unfrequently  facrificed  their 
Jives  tp  preferve  their  honour.  VirgineuSi 
when  he  had  tried  every  method  to  fave  his 
haplefft  daughter  Virginea  from  the  tyrant 
Claudius,  who  had  claimed  her  as  his  flave^ 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
bauching her;  having  obtained  leave  tc> 
fpeak  to  her  before  Ihe  was  delivered  to  the 
tyrant  by  the  judgment  of  the  court,  took 
her  in  his  arms^  and  wiping  the  tears  from 
her  eyes,  drew  near  to  fome  butchers  (hops, 
which  flood  in  the  Forums  where  caules  were 
pubHcly  tried5  and  where  Virginea  had  juft 
been  adjudged  the  property  of  Claudius* 
There,  fnatching  up  a  knife^  and  turning  to 
his  daughter,  "  My  deaf  child,  (faid  he)  this 
^*  is  the  only  way  left  to  fave  thy  liberty  and 
VouL  Ccc  ''thy 


378  THE    HISTORY 

^\t^'  "thy  honour.  Gb,  Virginea!  go  totKy 
v->^vvj  <•  anceftors  whilft  thou  art  yet  free  and  un- 
"  dtfiled !  '*  Thus  faying,  he  plunged  the 
fatal  knife  into  her  breaft;  and  fuch  was  the 
regard  of  the  Romans  to  chaftity,  that  al- 
ii oft  the  whole  of  the  people  rofe  in  arms, 
to  revenge  the  injured  father,  and  the  mur- 
dered daughter. 

Could  any  thing  more  forcibly  demon- 
ftrate  the  manner  in  which  the  Romans  ex- 
erted^themfelves  to  preferve  the  delicacy,  as 
.well  as  the  honour  of  their  women,  it  would 
be  the  following  circumftances,   MaAlius,  a 
patrician  and  fenator  of  Rome,  having  in- 
advertently faluted  his  wife  in  the  prefence 
of  his  daughter,  and  being  by  the  Cenfors 
accufed  of  an  indecency  ;  the  Senate,  after 
folemnly  confidering  the  matter,  ftruck  him 
off  the  lift  of  their  order.    Julius  Caefar, 
having  heard  fome  indecent  reports  of  his 
Wife^  immediately  divorced  her,  without  en- 
quiring whether  flie  was  guilty  or  infnocent; 
and  being  afked  the  reafon  of  fo  fevere  a 
treatment,  "  I  would  not  (anfwered  he)  have 
"  the  wife  of  Caefar  even  fufpecldd,"    Wheo 
feveral  of  the  Veftal  virgins  had  been  at  one 
time  corrupted,  the  Romans  reared  a  temple 

to 
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to  Venus  Veirticardia,  or  the  turner  of  ^  \^  ^^ 
hearts;  and  worfhipped  her  with  fuch  cere-  c-rrNj 
mopies,  as  they  imagined  would  incline  her 
to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  Roman  women  to 
that  chaftity  which  they  were  in  danger  of 
utterly  forfaking.  When  fuch  were  the  pri- 
vate, fuch  the  public  inftances  of  the  regard 
(hewn  to  chaftity  by  the  men;  when  the 
women  forfeited  every  thing  that  was  dear 
and  interefting  to  their  fex ;  if  they  deviated 
from  it,  can  we  wonder,  that  the  Roman 
ladicfs,  were  remarkable  beyond  any  thing 
thajt  hiftory  has  handed  down  to  us,  for  this 
moft  exalted  of  female  virtues  ? 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  chaftity  in  Rome,  ^*"«^ 

.  '  in  the 

till  the  Romans  extended  their  conquefts  manaen 
into  Afia;  and  brought  from  thence  the  ^^  ^^^ 
amazing  wealth,  as  well  as  voluptuous 
manners,  of  the  nations  they  had  plun- 
dered. Corrupted  by  thefe,  all  the  boafted 
patriotifm  of  the  one  fex  began  to  give  way 
to  the  moft  ftiameful  venality,  and  all  the 
chaftity  of  the  other,  to  the  force  of  faftiion. 
.  This  venality  of  the  men  was  whetted  by 
the  now  luxurious  manner  of  living,  and 
gratified  by  getting  into  offices  of  ftate,  and 
plundering  the   provinces,    or  felling  the 

C  c  c  2  .   intcreft? 
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^  \^  P-  interefts  of  their  country.     That  of  the  \fOt 
Mv\^  men  wasr  whetted  by  the  fplcndid  appear- 
ance of  the  wives  of  fuch  as  had  conquered 
or  governed  provinces ;   but  as  the  fex  had 
nothing  befide  their  charms  to  difpofe  of, 
they  fet  them  up  to  the  higheft  bidder,  and 
yith  the  money,   rioted  in  voluptuous  in- 
dulgence and  expenfive  fhow.     Every  fober 
plari  of  oecbnpmy  was  overturned,  fpefta- 
cles  and  fhows  engrofled  the  attention  of 
both  fexes;   women  contended  with  each 
other,  who  fhould  britie  liigheft  to  obtain 
the  favours  of  a  player.     Debauchery  re- 
duced fertility ;  but  jn  order  to  reduce  it  ftill 
more,  they  learned  to   procure  abortions, 
that  their  pleafures  might  fuffer  the  Icfs  in- 
terruption.    At  laft,  jaded  even  with  theie 
pleafures,  which  they  had  tried  the  mod  un- 
tiatiiral  means  to  vary,  their  lewdnefs  be- 
Came  too  powerful  to  be  reftrained  by  law, 
and  bore  down  every  obftacle  that  oppofed 
it.     The  men,    tinged  with   the  licentious 
manners  of  the  Afiatics,  now  paid  nearly 
the  fame  refpefl:  to  her  who  had  fqrfeited 
her  title  to  chaftity,  as  to  her  who  had  not. 
Hence    lewdnefs  and  debauchery,  neither 
afraid  of  fhame  nor  of  puniftiment  became 
fafhibnable  among  every"  rank  and  condi- 

'  tion 
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tion  of  women,    while  chaflity  was  con-  ^-^af. 
fidered  only  as   an  antiquated  and  ufejefs 
virtue. 

Courts  are  but  too  frequently  the  feini^ 
naries  of  vice.     The  Roman  court  was  now 
remarkably  fo.     The  Emprefles  generally 
took  the  lead  in  lawlefs  indulgence:  the  exr 
ample  of  the  great  is  commonly  followed  by 
the  little:  from  the  court,  a  fcene  of  the 
mod  (hamelefs  libertinifm,  hardly  to  be  par^ 
alleled  in  hiftory,  diffeminated  itfelf  all  over 
Rome.    Women  danced  naked  on  the  (Uge» 
bathed  promifcuoufly  with  the  men^  and, 
with  more  than  mafculine  effrontery,  com« 
mitted  every  fort  of  irregularity.    By  the 
unbounded  licence  thus  given  to   lawlefs 
pleafures,  matrimony  became  unfafliionable^ 
and  was  confidered  as  a  confinement  and  a 
burden,  not  confiflent  with  Roman  freedom 
and  independeqce.     To  thefe  ideas  alfo  the 
condu6l  of  the  married  women  did  not  a 
little  contribute ;  for  befides  their  luxurious 
cxpence,  befides  the  open  licentioufnefs  of 
their  manners,  they  became  at  laft  fo  dar- 
ingly flagitious,   that  they  entered  into  a 
general  confpiracy  to  poifon  their  hufbands. 
^hey  wcfc  d^teded,    and  fome  of  them 

fufiered 
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^  *XK  ^*  TufFered  the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes, 
orvv^  hut  the  remainder  were  wot  amended,  and 
the  difguft  which  the  men  had  conceived 
againd  matrimony,  was  augmented  by  the 
remembrance  of  an  inteation  fo  unparalleled 
and  execrable. 

Law*  of  ^  VARIETY  of  laws  wcrc  from  time  to 
time  devifed  by  the  Romans  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  pubHc  proftitution.     Among  others 

tioufacft.  it  was  ordained,  that  all  courtezans  (bould 
take  out  a  licence  from  the  court  of  the 
^dilcs;  that  they  fhould  renew  it  once 
every  year,  and  not  be  allowed  to  carry  on 
their  trade  without  it;  that  their  names,  and 
the  price  of  their  favours,  flxould  be  written 
up6n  the  doors  of  their  houfes,  and  that 
they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  go  out  before 
tlie  evening,  Thefe,  one  would  have  ima- 
gined, \\rere  fuch  conditions  as  no  woman 
who  had  the  leafl  remaining  fpark  of  deli- 
cacy would  have  agreed  to.  But  the  torrent 
of  vice  was  not  to  be  flopped  fo  eafily. 
Women,  who  were  wives  and  daughters  to 
^oman  knights,  were  not  afhamed  to  apply 
lor  fuch  licences ;  and  the  infeftion  was  even 
reaching  higher.  Viflilla,  a  lady  of  a  Preto- 
rian  family,  with  an  unparelleled  efFrqntcry 

appeargcl 
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■appeared  in  public  court  before  the  ./Ediles,  c  «  a  »• 
and  declaring  horfelf  a  proftitute,  demanded   vorv^j 
-a  licence  to  enable  her  to  exercife  her  trade. 
'Dcbduched  as  the  Romans  then  were,  uride* 
a  priniieTo  diflblute  Jis  Tiberius,  their  fears 
were  alarmed ;  and  the  fenate  enafted  fe* 
veral  laws  to  reftrain  at  lead  women  of 
jank  from  degrading  themfelves  and  fami* 
-lies   by    a    conduQ:    fo    infamous.      They 
ordained,    that    no  'woman  whofc   father* 
grandfather,    or  hutband,    Was  &  Roman 
knight,  or  of  any  higher  q\ialityj  flibuld  b^ 
Allowed  to  take  upon  her  the  trade  of  prof- 
Jiitutiori.     But  when  corruption  had  inter- 
woven itfelf  fo  dfexteroufly  into  the  manners 
hnd  cUftoms  of  the  Romans,  laws  became 
too  fefeble  tb  brinff  on  a  reformation.     The 
^mperor  Titus  prohibited  all  public  ftews. 
The  prohibition  was    bujt  little   regar4ed. 
•When   Severus    mounted  the  tlupne,    he 
found  on  the  roll  of  caufes  to  be  tried,,  no 
Jefs   than  three  thoufand   profecutiona  ior 
adultery.     He  had  formed  a  fcheme,of  re* 
formation ;  from  that  moment  lie  abandoned 
it  a5  impoflible*  . 


* 

BtJT  it  was  not  the  manners  and  cuftom^ 
of  th€(  Stooians  ofily^  that  were  tinged  with 
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CHAP,  ddbaiicheiy:  that  vice  at  laft  infinuated  h« - 
iyv>j  felf  into  their  religious  ceremonies  alfo; 
tof'tLT  Heliogabalusi  in  a  magnificent  temple  rai* 
iioiiiaiit  fed  on  the  Palatine  mount,  facrificed  with 
^Tl  '^very  circumftance  of  coft  and  folemnity 
fccme  of  to  the  god  whofe  high  prieft  he  had  been, 
profligacy,  rpj^^  moft  extraordinary  viftims,  the  moft 

precious  aromatics,  and  the  richeft  wines 
were  profufely  cOnfumed  on  his  altar,  while 
around  it,  a  chorus  of  Syrian  damfels  per- 
formed lafciviouS  dances  to  the  found  of 
barbarian  mufic.  Nor  wfcre  thefe  Ceremonies 
of  Heliogabalus  the  only  oneils  by  which 
this  people  were  contaminated.  The  Bac«* 
chdnaliari  myfteries  of  the  Greeks  werft 
likewiffe  introduced  into  their  city,  and  filled 
it  with  d  fcene  of  horror  and  profligacy 
fcarcely  to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of  any 
country.  Thefe  myfteries  were  at  firft  only 
ireveakd  to  the  wditien,  but  foon  after,  the 
bien  were  adtoitted  to  them  alfo  ;  from  that 
moment  theii^  meetings  became  infamous  fo# 
the  coriimiffidn  of  every  folly,  and  of  every 
crime;  They  drunk,  they  debauched,  they 
hired  falfe  witneffes^  forgefd  falfe  deeds,  and 
appended  fallc  feals  to  them.  They  ad- 
ininiftered  poifonSj  hired  affaffin^,  ftole  their 
fellow  citizens^  and  inUrdered  them  fo  pri^ 

Vatelyi 
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vately,  that  even  their  bodies  could  not  be  ^^xt/' 
found  for  burial.  Their  meetings  being  al-  ^^-/vxi 
ways  in  the  night,  they  frequently  fallied 
out  from  them  with  difhevelled  hair,  and 
frantic  bowlings,  the  darknefs  ericreafed 
the  horror  of  the  fcene,  and  they  filled  im- 
perial Rome  with  confternation  and  with 
blood. 


To   all  thefe  inftances  of  the  flagitious  ^"*^*^- 

zans  wcrt 

charafler  of  the  Roman  women,  we  may  generally 
add,  that  they  appear  to  have  been  the  firft  ^^*"S""- 
who  praftifed  the  trade  of  proftitution  in 
their  own  country.  It  feems  to  have  been  a 
cuftom  from  the  earlieft  antiquity,  that  the 
proftitutes  of  every  nation^  were  women  who 
came  from  other  nations,  and  were  called 
Jlr angers;  hence  a  ftrange  woman,  and  an 
harlot,  generally  fignify  the  fame  thing  in 
fcripture;  and  hence  the  repeated  injunc- 
tions which  Solomon  laid  upon  his  fon,  not 
to  give  his  ftrength  to  flrange  women.  This 
cuftom  of  women  betaking  themfelves  to 
another  country  when  they  became  profti- 
tutes, we  have  reafon  to  believe,  was  univer- 
fal  among  the  ancients ;  whether  it  was,  that 
every  people,  willing  to  have  it  believed 
that  their  own  women  were  more  virtuous 
Vol.  I.  D  d  d  than 
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than  thofc  of  their  ftcighbours,  v/ould  not 
crvy^  fuflbr  them  to  proftitute  themfelves  at  home; 
or  whether  fuch  women  as  took  upon  them 
this  fliameful  trade,  were  inftigated  by  fome 
little  remains  of  modefty,  to  leave  their  own 
country  and  praftife  it  among  ftrangers ;  we 
fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine:  buf 
we  are,  afTured,  that  the  Greeks,  however 
debauched  and  licentious,  commonly  ad- 
hered to  this  cuftom,  while  the  Romans, 
who  broke  through  every  reftrarnt,  paid  no 
ttgztd  to  it. 

Cruelty  of      -j^yj.  Icwdneft  and  debauchery  were  not 

the   Ro-  ,  ^ 

naa  wol  thc  only  viccs  of  the  Roman  women ; 
through  the  whole  of  their  exiftence  as  a( 
nation,  the  Romans  were  remarkable  for 
their  cruelty.  Nor  was  this  only  a  male 
rice,  the  fofter  fex  were  far  from  being 
proof  againft  the  contagion.  In  the  two 
hundred  and  twentieth  year  of  Rome,  Tnl- 
Ka,  the  daughter  of  Severus,  then  king  of 
the  Romans,  having,  with  her  hulband 
Tarquiii,  confpired  to  afFaflinate  her  fa- 
ther, and  place  themfelves  on  his  throne; 
the  order  for  the  attrocious  deed  being 
given  in  a  tumult  of  the  people,  the  infa- 
mous Tallia,  mounted  her  chariot  with  an 

air 
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air  of  triumph  to  return  to  her  houfe.  In  ^  "^^^  ^^ 
jhe  ftrcet  through  which  (he  was  drove,  the  ^nro 
murderers  had  jufi:  left  the  king's  body 
bleeding  and  hardly  brjeathlefs;  the  jdifmai 
fpeftacle  ftruck  the  chaf  ioteer  with  horror^ 
he  checked  his  hprfes^  and  petrefied  with 
amazement,  could  not  proceed!  Why  do 
not  you  go  on;  cries  Tullia,  what  ftops  you? 
Alas !  faid  he,  turning  about  to  her  as  he 
fpoke.  That  is  the  body  of  the  king,  your 
father !  At  thcfe  words,  fnatching  up  a  flool 
that  was  in  xhe  chariot,  and  throwing  it  at 
^is  head.  Go  on,  cried  (he,  and  do  not  be 
afraid  of  driving  over  a  dead  body.  The 
driver  obeyed,  and  the  blood  of  the  father 
is  faid  to  have  ilained  the  chariot  and  the 
cloaths  of  the  inhuman  daughter.  Antony 
having  ordered  Gicero  to  be  beheaded,  and 
the  head  to  be  brought  to  him,  when  it  ar- 
rived, his  wife,  Fulvia,  laid  hold  of  it,  ftruck 
it  on  the  face^  uttered  many  bitter  execra- 
tions againft  it,  and  placing  it  between  her 
knees,  drew  out  the  tongue,  and  pierced  it 
with  a»  bodkin.  To  thefe  we  might  eafily 
^dd  ^many  more  inftances  of  the  cruelty  of 
Jthe  Roman  women,  but  we  drop  a  fubjeQ: 
fo  difa^reeable^ 

P4d2  Al^rpR 
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^"xi.^'  After  the  Romans  became  acquainted 
CAY^o  with  Afia,  in  whatever  light  we  view  their 
women,  they  fcarcely  exhibit  any  amiable 
qualities,  except  fome  imperfetl  relics  of 
their  ancient  patriotifm,  a  virtue,  which  un- 
lefs  exercifed  with  the  greateft  moderation, 
fcarcely  ever  adorns  the  female  charafter. 
As  wives,  we  have  feen  that  the  Roman 
matrons  Wjcre  frequently  unchafte.  As 
mothers,  not  lefs  frequently  carelefs  and 
unnatural.  As  citizens,  endeavouring  to 
overturn  all  decency  and  decorum,  and  fa- 
cfificing  every  thing  at  the  Ihrine  of  pleafure 
and  ambition.  Even  religion,  which  almoft 
in  every  age  and  country,  feems  to  have 
been  more  devoutly  cultivated  by  the  wo- 
men than  the  men,  does  not  appear  at  Rome 
to  have  had  any  fuperior  power  over  the  fe- 
male heart.  Their  women  attended  at  pro- 
ceffions,  when  any  public  calamity  was  to 
be  averted,  and  were  fometimes  made  pricft- 
effes  of  certain  temples ;  but  we  read  of  fe\^ 
peculiar  afts  of  their  piety,  and  of  few 
facrifices  which  they  offered  to  propitiate 
the  gods  of  their  country. 

Such  is  the  general    charafter    of  the 
|loman  women;    were  we  to  defcend  to 

parti- 
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particulars,  we  might  give  inflances  almoft  ^  "^^  ^* 
without  end  of  their  depravity,  and  not  a  ^.-^vx> 
few  of  their  virtue.  Before  the  Republic 
was  coijtaminated  with  the  riches,  which 
from  every  quarter  of  the  plundered  globe 
flowed  to  Rome,  they  were  the  bcft  of  wives, 
of  mothers,  and  of  citizens;  having  by  their 
mediation,  advice,  and  money,  feveral  times 
faved  the  finking  ft  ate ;  and  it  is  with  plea- 
fure  we  remark,  that  even  amidft  the  general 
depravity  we  have  b.een  delineating,  there 
ilill  appeared  many  amiable  and  virtuous 
charafters,  who  bravely  ftenimed  the  tide 
of  popular  corruption,  and  in  ages  over- 
run with  every  vice,  flood  forth  the  advocates 
of  virtue,  were  patterns  of  maternal  tender- 
Hefs,  and  of  conjugal  fidelity;  prefervcd 
their  children  and  hufbands  from  falHng  vic- 
tims to  theiiorrid  profcriptions  of  06lavius, 
Antony,  Lepidus,  Nero,  and  many  others, 
who,  with  a  barbarity  which  can  hardly  be 
equalled  in  hiftory,  caufed  to  be  murdered 
in  cool  blood  one  half  of  the  nobility  of 
Jlpme, 


CHAR 
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The  fame  Subject  continued. 

c  ^  A  p.  y  E  AVING  the  Romans,  and  proceeding 
<j^>r^  -^-^  on  our  enquiry,  we  again  defcend  into 
the  regions  of  hiftorical  obfcurity,  where 
we  are  prefented  with  a  group  of  nations 
and  people,  now  hardly  diftinguiOiable  from 
each  other,  and  of  whom  we  fcarcely  know 
any  thing  but  the  names.  Of  fuch  people 
it  would  be  vain,  as  well  as  ridiculous,  to 
attempt  a  minute  and  circumdantial  ch»- 
racier;  it  would  be  fitting  down  to  paint, 
without  materials,  or,  to  paint  intiiely  at 
random. 

vjrtucf         Though  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  uncul* 

of  the  an-      .         , 

cicnt  tivation  of  manners,  though  attached  to 
religions  which  inculcated  but  few  of  the 
precepts  of  morality,  and  in  many  cafes  di- 
redly  contradifted  jhem;  the  women  of 
the  ancient  northern  nations  were  not  dcfti- 
tute  of  virtue  and  of  excellence.  Early  in 
life,  they  learned  that  modefly  which  a- 
dorned  |.heir  charafter;   and  that  induftry 

vhjch 
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^'hich  often  maintained  themfelves  and  their  ^  ^^^  T- 
hufbands,  when  thefe  failed  to  procure  fub-  v»'\^ 
fiftence  by  their  hunting,  or  depredations. 
Educated  by  careful  mothers,  and  fortified 
in  female  virtue  by  every  example  around 
them  ;  chaftity  became  almoft  an  innate 
principle  in  their  minds,  and  daily  acquired 
ftrength  by  the  contempt  with  which  the  men 
treated  thofe  who  difregarded  k  ;  a  contempt 
fo  great,  that  no  woman  could  violate  her 
chaftity,  without  precipitating  herfelf  into  a 
certainty  of  perpetual  celibacy,  as  none 
could  in  this  cafe  entertain  even  a  diftant 
hope  of  pardon,  or  of  a  hulband,  who  was 
not,  as  in  modern  times,  to  be  obtained  by 
riches>  nor  the  alliance  of  the  great,  but 
only  by  perfonal  attraftions,  moft  ftriftly 
attached  to  unfpotted  perfonal  virtue. 

Tacit tjs  draws  a  beautiful  pifture  of 
ancient  German  fimplicity  and  chaftity,  in 
the  following  words :  "  A  ftrift  regard  for 
"  the  matrimonial  ftate  charafterifes  the 
"  Germans,  and  deferves  our  higheft  ap- 
plaufe.  Among  them  female  virtue  runs 
no  hazard  of  being  debauched  by  the  out- 
ward objefls  of  the  fenfes,  or  of  being 
corrupted  by  fuch  focial  gaieties  as  inflame 

"the 
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Xll 


the  paflions;  chaftity  once  foffeited  i^ 
\^nr><j  "  never  forgiven;  vice  is  not  made  the  ob- 
jeft  of  mirth  and  raillery,  nor  is  faftiion 
pleaded  as  an  excufe  for  being  corrupt, 
or  for  corrupting  others;  good  cuftoms 
"  and  manners  avail  more  among  thofe  bar- 
^^  barous  people,  than  good  laws  among 
*^  fuch  as  are  more  refined."  We  are  apt  to 
place  the  greateft  purity  of  manners,  in  par- 
ticular ftates  of  cultivation  and  refinement ; 
experience,  however,  fhews  us  that  we  are 
often  miftaken.  From  this  account  of  Ta- 
citus, the  ancient  Germans  appear  to  have 
exceeded  in  forae  points  of  morality,  the 
mofl:  polilhed  and  inftrufted  nations  of  Eu- 
rope; nor  were  the  Goths  behind  them, 
they  deemed  purity  of  manners  their  diftin- 
guifiiing  charafteriflic,  and  therefore  they 
faid,  "  Though  we  punilli  fornication  in 
"  our  own  countrymen,  we  pardon  it  in  the 
"  Romans,  as  they  are  by  nature  and  edu- 
"  cation  weak,  and  uncapable  of  reaching 
"  to  our  fublimity  of  virtue/' 

Laws  By  an  ancient  law  of  Iceland,  he  who 

chamiy.    kiflcd  a  woman  againfl  her  inclination,-  was 

condemned  to  exile ;  and  even  he  who"  did 

it  with  her  confent,  fubjefted  himfelf  thereby 

to 
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to  a  fine  of  three  marks  of  filver.  Wc  have  ^  ^^^  ^** 
in  a  former  chapter  taken  notice  of  fome'  ^sy-v\j 
laws  of  this  nature  among  other  northern 
nations,  and  ftiall  here  add,  that  they  were 
in  general  fo  foHcitous  of  the  honour  of  theit 
women,  and  took  fuch  care  that  no  indc^' 
cency  ftiould  be  offered  to  them,  that  their 
laws  in  moft  places  prefcribed  the  manner  in 
which  the  two  fexes  (hould  behave  to  tach 
other.  The  Goths  prohibited  even  a  fur- 
geon  from  bleeding  a  free  woman,  unlefs  in 
[  the  prefence  of  her  father,  mother,  brother, 
fon,  or  fome  other  near  relation ;  and  fined 
him  who  prefumed  to  touch  a  woman  againft 
her  will,  according  to  her  quality,  and  the 
part  of  her  body  he  touched.  In  othcf 
places,  a  fine  was  alfo  impofcd  on  him  who 
kiffed  a  woman,  except  in /porting^  at  con- 
vivial meetings^  or  on  returning  from  a  long 
journey.  Thefe,  and  many  other  laws  of  the 
fame  nature,  flood  as  fo  many  centinels  on 
the  threfhold  of  virtue^  and  by  rendering  all 
accefs  to  the  fair  fex  fo  exceedingly  difficult 
and  dangerous,  taught  men  to  lookup  to  theni 
as  a  kind  of  fuperior  beings,  and  {lamped 
upon  them  a  dignity  which  bordered  upon 
adoration ;  a  dignity  which  they  never  can 
attain  to,  where  modem  freedom  and  gallan- 
Vol.  L  E  e  e  try 
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c  HA  P.  try  make  them  fo  eafy  and  familiar  with  the 
1.-/-Y-VJ  Other  fex;  andy  where  their  own  vanity 
prompts  them  to  appear  eonftantly  in  every 
public  place,  and  cheapen  themfelves  by  a 
vifiblc  fondnefs  to  be  difpofed  of.  There  is 
not  perhaps  in  nature  a  more  general  law, 
than  that  which  induces  us  to  value  every 
thing  in  proportion  to  the  pains  and  labour 
it  has  coft  us,  the  women  of  the  nations  we 
are  confidering,  naturally  cliafte,  proud,  and 
difficult  of  accefs,  were  not  to  be  gained  by 
every  flight  attack,  nor  did  they  yield  to 
every  pretended  admirer.  Nothing  but  a 
lover's  rendering  himfelf  worthy  of  his  mif- 
trefs  by  valour,  and  every  other  fa(hionabIe 
acquifition,  could  make  her  propitious  to 
iiis  wifties ;  hence  he  feld'om  got  poflcflion 
of  the  objeft  of  his  heart,  but  after  a  long 
train  of  labours  and  difficulties,  and  the  va- 
lue he  fiad  for  her,  was  meafured  by  the 
retrofpeftive  view  of  all  that  he  had  dope 
and  fuffered  on  her  account.  But  a  further 
difcuffion  of  this  fubjeft  will  fall  more  natu-^ 
rally  under  the  head  of  courtfhip, 

• 
An  hitforian  endeavouring  to  delineate 
the  charafters  of  people  fo  little  known,  as 
inany  of  thofe  Ave  have  already  mentioned, 
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^  well  as  thofe  we  are  now  confixiering,  *^5^^' 
may  be  compared  to  an  antiquarian,  folici-  o^vnj 
tons  about  difcovering  the  real  fize  of  our 
anceflors,  in  the  times  when  they  wjere  faid  to 
be  gigantic  ;  but  not  being  able  any  where 
to  find  aa  entire  Aatue,  or  (kdeton^  can 
only  find  the  foot  or  hand  of  a  ftatue,  or  the 
bone  of  an  arm  or  leg  of  a  fkeleton ;  when, 
calculating  that  fuch  parts  of  a  regularly 
formed  body,  bear  fiich  proportions  to  the 
whole,  he  can  difcover  with  a  tolerable  de- 
gree of  precifion,  what  the  fize  of  the  whole 
was.  In  like  manner,  though  the  hiftorian 
has  only  broken  and  interrupted  fketches  of 
the  charafter  of  a  people,  he  may,  by  care- 
fully comparing  them  together,  and  tracing 
the  relations  they  bear  to  the  virtues  and 
vices  that  make  up  the  whole  of  a  human 
charader,  be  able  to  form  a  tolerable  con- 
jefture  concerning  the  people  to  whom  they 
belong.  Thus  from  every  anecdqte  handed 
down  to  us,  of  the  women  of  the  North,  we 
may  venture  tq  afTert  that  they  were  chafte^ 
frugal,  induftrious,  and  pofleffed  of  foroe  litr 
tie  Ihare  of  knowledge,  which  gave  them  it\ 
fnany  refpefts  a  fuperiority  over  the  men, 
tvho  were  to  the  hH  degree  ignorant.  With 
all  thcfe  good  qualities,  tliey  feem  tp  have 

£  e  e  2  had 
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CHAP,  j^(i  a  mixture  of  pride  and  ferocity  in  their 
v-/Wi  nature,  not  very  confiftent  with  that  female 
foftnefs  and  delicacy  which  the  men  in  gc- 
tieral  fo  much  ad^nire.  Among  the  Cirabii, 
clothed  in  white  tunics  fattened  with  braf$ 
hooks,  and  girt  with  a  girdle  of  the  fame 
metal,  they  officiated  as  prieftefTes  in  offering 
human  Sacrifices ;  and^  with  a  relemlefs  ftea- 
dineis  plunged  the  facrificing  knife  into  the 
bowels  of  their  prifoncn,  viewed  with  atteor 
tive  unconcern  their  dying  agonies^  and 
predi6l:ed  future  events,  from  the  xByanyier  in 
which  the  blood  flowed  from  the  wounds 
|hey  had  infliftedt    ^ 

■  <  •  •    • 

Such  was  nearly .  the  general  chara£ler 
of  the  fair  fex  from  tht  earlieft  infancy  of 
the  northern  nations,  till  towards  the  decline 
of  chivalry,  when  it  began  to  affume  a  more 
degenerate  appearance.  The  women  gradu- 
ally began  to  lofe  their  pride,  and  confe- 
quently  their  value;  the  pafiicn  for  gallantry, 
which  had  been  carried  even  to  a  romantic 
veneration,  began  to  run  in  a  channel  lefs 
pure  and  exalted.  Women  were  confidered 
as  mere  mortal  beings,  and  being  fo  let  down, 
they  became  fubjeft  to  all  the  frailties  and 
vices  of  mortality.    The  manners  of  the 

times 
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times  had  been  too  flately  for  humanity,  a  ^xil**' 
relaxatk>n  naturally  took  place,  and  they  ^-rro 
became  too  low  and  debauched  for  the  pciji 
of  thehiftorian;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  even 
Jaws^  were  oblige^  to  be  enabled,  reftraining 
hufbands  from  letting  out  tl^ii:  wives  t^ 
public  proflitution^ 

In  the  fixtJi  century,  when /the  paflioni^ 
feeni  to  bare  been  divided  bet<ween  religioQ 
and .  debauchery,  and  the  churches  equally 
appropriated  to  the  prayers  of  the  faint  and 
the  .profligacy  of  the  fmner,  it  was  no  unr 
Ciommon  thing  to  fcdze  on  a  wom^p,  carry 
her  by  forccv  t)r  decoy  lier  by*  fraud,  to  a 
church,  and  there  detain  and  debauch  her ; 
nor  could  her  relations,  nor  the  laws,  refcue 
her  from  the  arms  of  her  raviflier,  while  he 
chofe  to  keep  within  the^walls  of  the  facred 
afylum.  In  the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  it 
was  a  cuftom  in  France  to  colledl  together 
all  the  ftnimpets  they  could  find,  and  make 
them  run  races  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
public.  Henr)'  VII.  of  England,  licenfed 
houfes  of  public  proftitution,  and  figns  on 
the  walls  fhewed  the  nature  of  the  entertain^ 
meht  within.  In  the  time  of  Lewis  XL  a 
favourite  theatrical  entertainment  was  the 

Judg- 
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^  xir  **  Judgment  of  Paris ;  when  three  of  tlie  moft 
o'YAj  handfome  of  their  female  players,  naked  as 
they  were  born,  reprefented  the  three  god- 
deflcs,  who  fubmittcd  themfclves  in  this 
condition  to  the  judgment  of  that  youth. 
Whether  it  was  confiflent  with  female  mor 
defty  to  be  prefent  at  fuch  entertainment^ 
muft  be  judged  of  from  the  complexion  of 
the  times :  we  will  venture^  to  afBrm,  how- 
ever, that  no  circumflftnces  could  make  it 
confident  with  delicacy.  We  have  had  oc^ 
cafion  formerly  to  mention,  that  the  worfhip 
of  polluted  deities,  and  celebration  of  rc« 
ligious  ceremonies  remarkable  for  impurity, 
have  greatly  contributed  to  contaminate  the 
manners ;  and  we  cannot  help  here  obfcrv* 
ing,  that  though  the  objeft  of  chriftian 
adoration,  and  the: rites  of  the  chriftian  rcli^ 
gion,  are  the  moll  pure  and  holy,  the  mini? 
fters  of  that  religion  were,  in  the  times  wc 
are  fpeaking  of,  quite  the  reverfe.  When 
almoft  every  prieft,  who  (hould  have  taught 
by  example  as  well  as  by  precept,  gave  hinir 
felf  up  to  lewdnefs,  and  publicly  kept  a  vari- 
ety of  abandoned  women  about  him ;  when 
he  preached  a  religion  which  he  difgraced, 
a  virtue  which  his  condu£l  overturned ;  when 
he  inculcated  a  care  of  providing  only  for 
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the  enjoyment  of  heaven,  and  minded  no-  ^  ^^^^  **• 
thing  but  the  pleafures  of  earth,  what  could  ^^jty^j 
be  cxpefted  from  the  people?  Every  rank 
felt  the  contagion ;  univerfal  depravity  and 
vulgarity  of  manners  prevailed.  The  queen 
of  Navarre  publifhcd  a  volume  of  tales,  al- 
moft  too  indelicate  for  the  car  of  a  courte* 
zan,  Joan,  queen  of  Portugal,  licenfed 
houfes  for  public  proftitutioUj  and  regulated 
every  thing  concerning  them  with  a  minute* 
nefs  which  modefty  forbids  us  to  defcribe* 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  was  not  only 
addi6led  to  fwearing,  but  even  to  the  moft 
vulgar  kind  of  oaths,  which  (he  uttered  in  a 
vulgar  and  indelicate  manner.  About  her 
time,  however,  the  manners  of  Europe  were 
beginning  to  aflume  that  chaftity  and  ele- 
gance, for  which  we  are  now  fo  happily 
diftinguifhed.  But  before  we  furvcy  the 
charafter  and  conduft  of  the  prcfent  Eu- 
ropean women,  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  take 
a  view  of  the  other  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
proceed  gradually  from  thofe  Hates  ap- 
proaching the  nearcft  to  nature,  to  thofe 
where  the  human  fpecies  has  received  tlic 
higheft  polifli  from  art. 


Th£. 
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^xu^*  The  nearer  that  men  approach  to  afa-» 
K^vxj  vage  ftate,  the  lefs  difference  is  always  per- 
ceivable among  them.  In  this  ftate,  their 
obfervations,  their  purfuits,  are  narrow  and 
limited ;  their  attachments  few,  but  ftrong ; 
and  their  refentmcTits  lailing  and  implacable. 
Beyond  thefc,  their  ideas  admit  of  Utile 
variation ;  confequently  their  charafter  is 
marked  with  much  ftronger,  though  fewer 
and  more  uniform  appearances  than  in  pol- 
iOied  nations,  where  it  is  formed  and  influ- 
enced by  a  thoufand  different  circumftances 
and  iituations. 


Chancer 
of  female 


In  favage  life,  female  delicacy  has  no 
icivag^  exiflence :  the  moft  abfolute  nakednefs  raifes 
not  a  blufh;  nor  can  any  aftion  excite  the 
idea  of  fhame :  and  as  chaftity  itfelf  has 
not  the  fame  value  ftamped  upon  it  as  in 
civil  fociety,  deviations  from  it  are  either 
confidercd  as  no  fault,  or  at  mofl  as  faults 
of  a  very  trifling  nature,  which  neither 
draw  down  on  a  delinquent  the  ridicule  and 
contempt  of  her  own  fex,  nor  the  negleft 
and  defertion  of  ours.  The  inftances  we 
could  give  of  this  would  be  almoft  endlefs. 
Among  the  Natches,  hufbands  voluntarily 
lend  their  wives  to  each  other,  and  married 

as 
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as  well  as  unmarried  women,  without  the  ^  "*  p* 
Icall  ceremony,  offer  themfelves  to  ftran-  s^rv"\-> 
gers ;  nay,  in  fome  places,  they  even  com- 
plain to  their  countrymen,  and  defire  them 
to  revenge  the  indignity  they  have  fufFered, 
when  their  favours  are  rejefted.  In  the  dif- 
trift  of  the  Hurons,  fhe  is  not  reckoned  in 
the  leaft  degree  criminal  who  offers  herfelf 
to  proflitution :  it  is  a  praftice,  into  which 
girls  are  early  initiated  by  their  parents,  and 
in  which  the  cuflom  of  their  country  autho- 
rifes  them  to  continue  through  life.  In  many 
parts  of  South  America,  fo  little  reflraint  is 
laid  on  the  commerce  of  the  fexes,  that  it 
plainly  appears  to  be  confidered  as  an  objeft 
not  worthy  of  legiflation.  Don  Ulloa  re- 
ports, that  the  ancient  Peruvians  did  not 
knowingly  marry  women  who  were  virgins, 
and  if  on  trial  they  found  them  fuch,  were 
highly  affronted  at  being  impofed  upon.  It 
is  faid,  that  in  the  kingdom  of  Thibet,  no 
woman  who  has  not  been  deflowered  is  rec- 
koned fit  for  matrimony. 

The  Brazilian  women  are  fo  far  from 
paying  any  regard  to  chaflity,  that  they 
even  violate  every  principle  of  decency.  At 
Mindanao^  as  foon  as  a  flranger  arrives,  the 

VoL.L  Fff  natives 
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^  xu  ^*  J^^^ives  flock  about  him,  and  eagerly  in  vile 
v./^Y>j  him  to  their  houfes :  the  perfon  whoFe  invi- 
tation he  accepts,  is  fure  to  offer  liim  a  fe- 
male companion,  whom  he  is  obliged  to 
accept,  and  to  return  a  genteel  prcfent  for 
the  unfolicited  favour.  This  cuftom  is  ob- 
fcrved  at  Pulo  Condore,  Pegu,  Cambodia, 
in  Cochin-China,  and  in  fome  diftrifts  of 
the  coaft  of  Guinea.  In  Otaheite,  chaftity 
did  not  feem  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
virtues,  nor  was  the  mod  public  violation  of 
it  looked  upon  either  as  criminal  or  indecent* 
The  women  not  only  readily  and  openly 
trafficked  with  the  Englifh  failors  for  pcr- 
fonal  favours,  but  were  brought  by  their 
fathers  and  brothers  for  thatpurpofe,  as  tea 
market ;  and  thofe  who  brought  them  were 
always  abundantly  confcious  of  the  fuperior 
value  of  youth  and  beauty. 


ncfs. 


Savage  Besides  a  flrift  regard  to  chaftity,  there 
dcrtitutc  is  in  the  female  charafcler  a  certain  foftnefs 
offoft-  Qf  temper  and  difpofition,  which  may  vie 
with  delicacy,  beauty,  and  even  with  mo- 
defly  itfelf,  in  rendering  a  woman  amiable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder.  But  of  this 
quality  favage  women  are  every  where  al- 
moft  entirely  deftitute.    Brought  up  amidft 

the 
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the  ftorms  of  rough  and  unhofpitable  cli-  ^  ^^^^  ^** 
mates ;  expofed  to  the  viciffitudes  of  hunger  o^^o 
and  cold;  obliged  to  procure  moft  of  their 
food  by  carnage  and  df  ftruftion ;  and  con- 
ftantly  accuftomed  to  fccnes  of  cruelty;  their 
hearts  are  fteeled  againft  every  foft  fenfation; 
^nd  pity,  one  of  the  moft  engaging  orna- 
ments of  the  female  mind  is  reckoned  a 
weaknefs,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to 
fubdue.  We  have  therefore  no  reafon  to 
expeft  in  them  any  of  that  engaging  foft- 
nefs,  which  conflitutes  the  effence  of  female 
excellence,  ahd  forcibly  engages  the  heart,. 

Among  many  of  the  tribes  of  North 
Americans,  the  women  commonly  go  out 
to  meet  the  warriors  on  their  return  home; 
and  thouglfthefe  warriors  have  treated  their 
captives,  from  the  moment  they  fell  into 
their  hands,  with  an  inhumanity  of  which 
we  can  hardly  form  any  idea ;  yet  the  period 
of  their  real  fufFerings  may  be  fa  id  only  to 
commence  at  the  time  they  are  met  by  the 
women.  It  is  almoft  incredible  to  helievc, 
with  what  degree  of  tf anfport  and  rage  thcle 
ftiries  attack  them;  and  he  only  can  form 
any  conception  of  it,  who  has  frequently 
vitneflfed  the  power  of.  the  paffions  over  the 

F  f  f  2  female 
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CH  A  P.  female  mind,  ai)d  their  concentrated  poAver 
ly^-^   over  the  female  favage;  where  being  but 
few  in  number,  their  whole  ftrength  is  col- 
lefted,  as  it  were,  into  a  focus.    Has  any 
woman  among  thofc  w^ho  go  out  to  meet  the 
warriors,  loft  a  hulband,  a  fon,  a  brother, 
or  near  relation ;  though  thirty  or  forty  long 
years  have  confpired  to  blot  him  out  of  her 
remembrance,  they  have  confpired  in  vain. 
Frantic  with  revenge,  ftie  falls  on  the  firft 
captive  fhe  meets,  and  violates  decency,  hu- 
manity, and  mercy,  at  every  wound.     Nor 
is  this  the  fhort4ived  effort  of  a  fudden  paf- 
fion :  fhe  goes  on  till  her  bodily  ftrength  is 
quite  exhaufted;    but  the   fame  infatiable 
thirft  of    revenge    urging^  her  implacable 
mind,  fhe  no  fooner  recovers  herfelf  a  little, 
than  file  renews  the  horiid  tafk;    a  tafk, 
which,  with  no  other  interruption  than  what 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  refrefh  the  fero- 
cious tormentor,  generally  continues  in  the 
camp,  through  the  whole  of  the  firft  nigh^ 
after  the  arrival  of  the  women :  and  when 
the    prifoners  are    afterward    finally    con* 
demned,  when  they  are  led  out  to  fuffer, 
fuch  a  fcene  of  torture  as  the  hiftory  of  no 
other  people  ever  yet  paralleled,  and  w^hich 
we  think  too  fhocking  %o  dcfcribe,  the  wo- 
men 
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men  are  the  principal  executioners,  or  rather  ^  ^^^  ^• 
relentlefs  fiends,  who  inflifcl  tortures  that  ^y^\^ 
even  hell  might  {hudder  at.  In  South 
America,  inftead  of  making  their  prifoncrs 
fuffer  by  a  lingering  death,  they  commonly 
difpatch  them  at  one  blow,  which  i$  no 
fooner  done  than  the  women  fcize  the  bodies 
and  drefs  them  for  a  feaft;  then  befmearing 
their  children  with  the  blood,  to  infpire  them 
with  a  hatred  of  their  enemies,  they  all  join 
to  feed  on  the  flefh,  exulting  in  their  triumph, 
and  congratulating  each  other  on  their  ex«- 
cellent  repafi. 

To  thofe  accuftomed  to  fofter  manners, 
and  to  nations  lefs  fuHied  by  fuch  inhuman 
crimes,  this  female  barbarity  muil  appear 
as  unaccountable  as  it  is  (hocking:  but  it 
mufl  be  ftill  more  fo,  when  we  inform  our 
readers,  that  captive  women,  though  they 
have  not  taken  up  the  hatchet,  nor  come 
out  in  an  hoflile  manner,  are  treated  with  the 
fame  indifcriminate  rage  of  cruelty  as  men^ 
and  fall  at  laft  viftims  to  the  lingering  tor- 
tures inflifted  by  their  own  fex. 

Such  is  the  flate  of  chaftity,  fuch  that 
of  humanity,  among  the  favage  women  of 

North 
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CHAP.  North  America.    But  from  thefe  unpromif- 

c/'^^rx^  ing  fpecimens  we  are  not  rafhly  to  conclude, 

fo  ca^-  ^^^  ^'^^y  ^^^  dcftitute  of  every  virtue,  and 

lives  not  of  every  excellence.     Their  inhumanity  is 

pccu  lar  ^^^  ^^  much  the  cffeft  of  nature,  as  of  edu- 

ica.  cation.  Revenge  is  a  principle,  which,  from 
the  earlieft  antiquity,  has  operated  ftrongly 
on  every  ignorant  and  unlettered  people. 
The  Ifraelites  hardly  treated  their  captives 
with  lefs  cruelty  than  the  Americans.  They 
made  them  pafs  through  the  brick-kilns,  and 
under  faws  and  harrbws  of  iron.  The 
pra£lice  of  almoft  all  the  ancients  was  nearly 
the  fame ;  every  country  had  its  tutelar  dei- 
ties ;  and  it  was  imagined,  that  a  more  ac- 
ceptable fervice  could  not  be  rendered  to 
thef^,  than  to  ftain  their  altars  with  the  blood 
pf  the  enemies  of  that  country  which  they 
patronifed.  Thus,  cruelty  to  captives  was 
almoft  in  every  country  a  religious  cere- 
mony, which  took  fuch  hold  of  the  human 
mind,  thjit  all  ideas  pf  the  fufferings  of  the 
yiftims,  were  totally  abforbed  in  thofe  of 
the  fervice  done  to  the  deity.  But,  befides 
this,  there  was  among  the  ancients  another 
principle,  which  powerfully  urged  them  to 
inflitl  various  torments  on  their  captives; 
tljp  manes,  or  ghofts,  of  thofe  who  had  fallen 

ia 


OF    WOMEN.  407 

in  battle,  were  fuppofcd  to  roam  about  in  a  ^  ^cit.  ^' 
kind  of  melancholy  mood,  till  their  blood    v.-rs'x^ 
was  avenged  on  their  enemies;  and,  they 
were  even  fomctimcs  faid  to  appear  to,  and 
folicit  their  furviving  friends  to  this  venge- 
ance;  which  was   the  more  fully  accom- 
piiflied,  the  more  horrid  the  tortures  that 
were  inflifted.      If   fimilar  caufes  operate 
upon  the  Americans,  we  may  thence  infer, 
that  the  hopes  of  rendering  an  acceptable 
fervice  to  their  gods,  and  an  exuberance  of 
friendfhip  for  their  deceafed  relations,  are 
the  motives  which  excite  them  to  inflift  fuch 
a  variety  of  torments  on  their  enemies. 

Were  this  horrid  barbarity  of  the  Ameri-  ^*»^*'*  *' 

.    .  .      .  tliit  era- 

can  women  congenial  to  their  nature,   or  city. 

what  they  delighted  in  from  mere  wanton- 
nefs,  we  fhould  reckon  them  the  moft  exe- 
crable of  all  human  beings;  but  we  pity 
them,  when  we  confider  it  as  the  effefi  of 
the  mofi  unbounded,  though  miftaken  friend- 
fhip ;  and  indeed,  of  all  the  marks  which 
moft  peculiarly  charafterife  favage  life, 
friendfhip  and  hatred  are  the  ftrongeft.  As 
an  injury  done  to  a  favage  is  never  to  be  for- 
given, fo  a  good  aftion  is  held  in  everlafting 
remembrance,  and  commonly  fixes  him  to 

you 
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**  ycii  ^'  y°"  '"  ^  friendfliip  which  adverfity  cannot 
v-/v\j  {hake,  \vhich  danger  cannot  terrify,  nor 
even  death  itfclf  turn  afide  from  your  in- 
tereft.  In  places  where  chaftity  is  required 
of  the  fex,  this  quaUty  makes  them  the 
moft  faithful  and  inviolable  of  all  wives. 
A\Tiere  chaftity  is  not  required, /if  they  arc 
but  tolerably  well  ufed  by  their  hufbands,  it 
binds  them  in  an  attachment  to  their  in- 
terefts  and  perfons,  far  furpafling  any  thing 
that  wc  ever  meet  with  in  civil  fociety.  As 
to  their  other  qualities,  they  are  fubmiffive 
and  obedient ;  patient  fufferers  of  hunger, 
cold,  pain,  and  all  that  variety  of  wretch- 
cdnefs  to  which  their  lives  are  daily  expofed; 
ftrenuous  exerters  of  their  powers,  when 
Simulated  by  want,  but  feldom  bleffed  with 
a  talent  for  unremitting  induftry ;  and  ftill 
feldomer,  perhaps,  with  forefight  enough  to 
be  produ6live  of  ccconomy.  Like  all  other 
ignorant  people,  the  moft  abfolute  dupes 
of  fuperftition,  by  which  conftantly  decei- 
ved thcmfelves,  they  conftantly  deceive  one 
another,  and  ftill  more  deceive  their  men, 
who  take  the  ravings  of  a  diftempered  fe- 
male brain,  for  the  infallible  fuggeftions  of 
the  Great  Spirit. 


In 
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In  afcending  from  thefe  fcenes,  where  we 
fare  prefented  with  nature  in  her  moil  rude  <->^vv) 
and  uncultivated  (hape^  to  thofe  where  fhe  is 
juft  beginning  to  put  on  an  appearance 
fomething  lefs  difgufting,  we  naturally  turn 
our  eyes  from  the  frozen  regions  and  track- 
lefs  waftcs  of  North  America,  to  the  more 
indulgent  climates  of  Africa  and  Afia; 
though  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that,  even  in 
many  parts  of  thcfe,  we  find  the  progrefs  of 
civil  focicty  and  cultivation  of  manners,  to 
have  advanced  but  a  very  few  degrees  be* 
yond  the  Americans* 

In  travelling  over  the  vaft  peninfula  of  or Afiica. 
Africa,  we  naturally  expeft  to  find,  among 
fo  many  different  people,  a  great  divcrfity 
t)f  manners  and  of  charafter ;  in  this,  how- 
ever, we  are  much  difappointed ;  for,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  variety  of  climates 
that  the  Africans  inhabit,  and  different  forms 
of  government  to  which  they  are  fubjefl, 
they  are  every  where  nearly  the  fame  kind 
of  people ;  a  general  uniformity  of  fenti- 
ments  and  ufages,  runs  through  the  whole 
of  thofe  immenfe  regions  they  poffefs^  with 
fome  trifling  difference  only  in  the  degrees 
of  the  fame  qualities ;  and  with  this  remark- 
\ouI.  G  g  g  abld 
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^"n^'  ^^^^  coincidence  of  the  whole,  that  thefe 
o^w>  qualities  are  commonly  the  worft  of  thofe 
which  have  difgraced  human  nature ;  info- 
much  that  among  their  neighbours  it  is  a 
proverb,  that  all  the  inhabitants  flf  the  globe 
have  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  them, 
except  the  Africans. 

When  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  ancient, 
and  the  prefent  Africans,  it  is  with  feme 
furprife,  that  while  we  find  their  manners 
and  cuftoms  to  be  nearly  the  fame,  we  like- 
wife  difcover  that  every  fpark  of  genius, 
and  every  idea  of  moral  reflitude,  feem  now 
almoft  entirely  diffipated  from  among  them. 
The  names  of  Hannibal,  of  Afdrubal,  and 
Terence,  (hew  that  they  were  formerly  fa- 
mous foi*  heroes,  and  for  poets.    After  the 
introduftion  of  the  chriftian  religion  among 
them,    the   names  of  Cyprian,   Auguftine, 
and  Tertullian,   do  credit  to  their  divinity. 
They  were  in  old  time  renowned  for  their 
induflry  in  cultivating  the  ground,  for  their 
trade,  navigation,  caravans,  and  ufeful  arts; 
at  prefent  they  are  infamous  for  their  idlc- 
nefs,  ignorance,  fuperftition,  treachery;  and 
above  all,  for  their  lawlcfs  methods  of  rob- 
bing and  murdering  all  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  globe^  Jt 
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It  would  Teem,  that  loft  as  they  are  to 
nlmo ft  every  virtue,  they  ftill  retain  fome 
fcnfc  of  their  own  flagitioufnefs  of  charaftcr; 
but  as  they  do  not  chufe  to  amend,  their 
priefts,  or  Marabouts,  endeavour  to  juftify 
them  by  the  following  ftory :  *'  Noah,  fay 
**  they,  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  his  three 
*•  fons,  the  firft  of  whom  was  white,  the  fe- 
**  cond  tawny,  and  the  third  black ;  having 
*'  agreed  upon  dividing  among  them  his 
*'  goods  and  pofleflions,  fpent  the  greateft 
"  part  of  the  day  in  forting  them,  fo  that 
**  they  were  obliged  to  adjourn  the  divifion 
*^  till  the  next  morning ;  having  fupped,  and 
**  fmoked  a  friendly  pipe  together,  they  all 
**  went  to  reft,  each  in  his  own  tent.  After 
^  a  few  hours  fleep,  the  white  brother  got 
^'  up,  feized  on  the  gold,  filver,  precious^ 
^  ftones,  and  other  things  of  the  greateft 
**  value,  loaded  the  beft  horfes  with  them, 
^^  and  rode  away  to  that  country  where  his 
white  pofterity  have  been  fettled  ever  fince* 
The  tawny  awaking  foon  after,  and  with 
^*  the  fame  criminal  intention,  was  furprifed 
**  when  he  came  to  the  ftorehoufe,  to  find 
*'  that  his  brother  had  been  before-hand  with 
^  him,  upon  which,  be  haftily  fecured  the 

G  g  g  2  «^  rcit 
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P  ^,|  ^*  f'  reft  of  the  horfes  and  camels,  and  loading 
Cnro  "  them  with  the  beft  carpets,  cloaths,  and 
*'  other  remaining  goods,  direfted  his  route 
**  to  another  part  of  the  world,  leaving  be- 
"  hind  him  only  a  few  of  the  co2^rfeft  of  thq 
f  *  goods,  and  fome  provifions  of  little  value. 
f'  When  the  third,  or  black  brother,  came 
next  morning,  in  the  fimplicity  of  his 
heart,  to  make  the  propofcd  divifion,  anc( 
f  could  neither  find  his  brethren,  nor  any 

V  of  the  valuable  commodities,  he  eafily 
f*  judged  that  they  had  tricked  him,  and 
f '  were  by  that  time  fled  beyond  any  pofli- 
^^  bility  of  a  difcovery.  In  this  moft  afflift- 
f*  ing  fituation,  he  took  his  pipe,  and  began 

V  to  confider  the  moft  effeftual  means  of 
f  retrieving  his  lofs,  and  being  revenged 
\[  on  his  perfidious  brothers.  After  revolv- 
*^  ing  a  variety  of  fchemes  in  his  mind,  he 
*^  at  laft  fixed  upon  watching  every  opportu- 
^'  nity  of  making  reprifals  pn  them,  and 
^*  laying  hold  of,  and  carrying  away  their 
*'  property  as  often  as  it  fl[iould  fall  in  his 
^'  way,  in  revenge  for  the  lofs  of  that  patri- 
«'  mony  of  which  they  had"  fo  unjuftly 
"  deprived  him.  Having  come  to  this  refo- 
*^  lution,  he  not  only  continued  in  the  prac- 

*^  tice 
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^*  tice  of  it  all  his  life,  but  on  his  death-  chap. 
^  bed  laid  the  ftrongeft  injunftions  on  hi$   o<v>j 
^*  dcfccndants,  to  do  fo  to  the  end  of  the 
"  world. 

From   this  fhort  (ketch   of  the  general  ^^**« 
f  harafter  of  the  Africans,   the  profpeft  be-  L^difrJ- 
forc  us,  when  we  defcend  to  particulars,  is  '"'  p*"' 

i_  'r  1  1     -       r  1  V        of  Africa* 

but  unpromihng,  though  in  lome  places  the 
gloomy  fccne  is  here  and  there  chequered 
with  a  few  of  the  virtues,  Some  tribes  of 
Africans,  when  they  have  engaged  them- 
felves  in  the  proteftion  of  a  ftrangcr,  are 
remarkable  for  fidelity.  Many  of  them  are 
confpicuous  for  their  temperance  and  hof* 
pitality,  and  their  women,  upon  the  whole^ 
are  far  from  being  indelicate  or  unchafte. 
In  Egypt,  they  never  appear  unveiled,  and 
jtt  public  aflemblics  fit  alfo  behind  a  curtain, 
that  they  may  not  be  feen  by  the  men. 
Among  the  Hottentots,  though  they  have 
no  claim  to  delicacy,  they  are  fimple  and  in- 
pffenfive,  chafle  and  fubmiflive  to  their  huf* 
bands.  On  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  they 
are  tolerably  induftrious,  have  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  vivacity,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
female  referve,  which  would  do  no  difcredit 
to  a  politer  country:  they  aremodeft,  affable, 

faithful^ 
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CHAP,  faithful,  an  air  of  innocence  appears  in  their 
^<y^y\j  looks,  in  their  language,  and  gives  a  beauty 
to  their  whole  deportment.      When  fronr 
the  Niger,  we  approach  toward  the  Eaft, 
the  African  women  degenerate  in  ftature, 
complexion,  fcnfibility,  and  chaftity;  even 
their  language,  like  their  features,  and  the 
foil  they  inhabit,    is    harlh    and   difagree- 
able,  and  their  pleafures  refemble  more  the 
tranfports  of  fury,    than  the   gentle  emo- 
tions communicated  by  agreeable  fenfations. 
Upon  thq  weftern   coaft  of  Africa,   is  ex- 
tended for  a  confiderablc  way,    a  people 
called  Zflfe  IbrahimSy  or  off-fpring  of  Abra- 
ham ;   they  have  long  flowing  hair,  and  are 
piuch  fairer  than  any  other  of  the  Africans; 
but  what  is  moft  remarkable,  they  are  not 
like  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  addifted 
to  plundering,  nor  to  murder,  being  of  a 
free,  liberal,  and  hofpitable   fpirit,    much 
given  to  dancing  and  to  fongs,    of  which 
love  is  conftantly  the  fubjeft ;  and  while  in 
many  other  parts  of  Africa,  both  men  and 
women  paint  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  add  to 
their  deformity,  they  paint  after  nature,  and 
improve  the  charms  fhe  has  given,  by  fuch 
polours  as  have  the  neareft  refemblance  to 
her.     To  all  this  we   may  add,  that  they 

are 
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are  ftriftly  taken  care  of  by  their  parents,  ^  ^  a  p. 
and  on  that  account  difficult  of  accefs  to  u^v^y 
ftrangers. 

Some  travellers  inform  us,  that  among 
thefe  people,  all  children  born  on  Tuefdays, 
Thurfdays,  and  Fridays,  are  reckoned  ac- 
curfed,  and  expofed  in  the  woods  to  expire 
by  cold  and  hunger,  or  meet  with  a  more 
merciful  death  from  the  jaws  of  the  wild 
beafts ;  but  fo  compaffionate  are  the  women, 
that  in  fpite  of  the  punifliments  threatened 
againft  them  by  the  men,  and  of  the  more 
tremenduous  terrors  held  over  them  by  fu- 
perftition,  they  frequently  fteal,  and  bring 
up  thefe  children  privately  at  the  hazard  of 
their  own  lives. 

Beyoni>  the  river  Volta,  in  the  country 
of  Benin,  and  almoft  every  where  upon  the 
Gold  Coaft,  the  women,  though  far  from 
being  famous  for  any  of  the  virtues,  would 
not  be  difagreeable  in  their  looks,  were  it  not 
for  the  abominable  cuftom  of  marking  their 
faces  with  fears,  for  the  fame  purpofes  as 
our  European  ladies  lay  on  paint.  Though 
in  few  refpefts  better  than  favages,  there  is 

a  par- 
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^iit^*  a  particular  opinion  over  all  this  country^ 
o^v^o  which  tends  to  humanife  the  mind ;  this  is 
a  firm  perfuafion,  that  to  whatever  place 
they  remove  themfelvcs,  or  are  by  any  ac- 
cident removed,  they  {hall  after  death  re- 
.tum  to  their  own  country,  which  they 
confider  as  the  moll  delightful  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  This  fond  delufive  hope,  not  only 
foftens  the  flavery  to  which  they  are  often 
condemned  in  other  countries,  but  alfo  in- 
duces them  to  treat  fuch  Grangers  as  come 
^imong  them  with  much  civility ;  being  pcr- 
fuaded,  that  they  are  come  there  to  enjoy 
paradife,  and  receive  the  reward  of  virtuous 
aftions  done  in  other  countries.  The  people 
who  border  upon  Zaara,  are  the  moft  peace- 
able and  good-natured  of  the  Africans; 
their  food  is  fimple,  and  they  beftow  little 
labour  in  procuring  it ;  they  fpend  a  great 
deal  of  their  time  in  public  amufements; 
but  neither  to  thefe,  nor  to  any  other  places 
of  common  refort,  are  the  wonaen  ever  ad- 
mitted; affembled  together  in  houfes  by 
themfelves,  they  fpend  the  time  in  employ- 
ments and  amufements,  peculiar  to  their 
fex,  at  w^hich  no  men  are  allowed  to  be  pre- 

fent,    This^  confinement,  though  not  of  fa 

•  ftria 
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llri£l  a  nature  as  in  many  places  of  the  world,  ^  ^^^  ^* 
has  the  efFeft  that  confinement  generally  has  unrxj 
upon  beings  who  ought  to  be  free,  it  renders 
them  kfs  virtuous* 


tiont. 


As  we  cannot  give  a  minute  and  circum-  R«^«c- 
ftantial  charafter  of  the  African  women;  we 
fhall  conclude  what  we  have  to  fay  on  that 
fubjeft,  by  obferving,  that  wheri  w6  look 
back  upon  this  general  and  particular  cha-* 
rafter  we  have  drawn,  we  find  the  former, 
which,  like  all  national  charafters,  is  drawn 
from  the  men,  mucli  worfe  than  the  latter^ 
'which  we  have  chiefly  taken  from  the  wo-* 
men;  and  perhaps  even  that  former  is  not 
fo  bad  .a«  it  is  reprcfented,  bfeing  fltetched 
out  almoft  entirely,  either  by  declaiming 
priefts  of  their  own  nation,  or  by  Europe- 
ans, who  are  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  thci 
Africans,  on  account  of  the  loifes  they  have 
fuftaiiled  by  their  plundering^  and  depreda- 
tions. Thefe  things,  no  doubt,  juftly  excite 
our  indigpation,  and  extort  from  us  every 
ungracious  epithet ;  but  were  we  to  have  the 
charafter  of  the  Europeans  drawn  by  an 
African,  would  he  have  more  reafon  t6  be 
indulgent  to  us?  No;  he  might  treat  us  with 
ftill  greater  feverity;  what  a  horrid  fcene 

Vol.  L  Hhh  would 
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^  xn  ^'  ^*^^^^  ^  prdbably  paint  ?  he  would  delinc-' 

K^rvyj  ate  A  pfedple,  who  prpfefs  a  religion,  tho 

precepts  of  which  breathe  nothing  but  gen^ 

tlenefs  and  humanity,   in  fpite  of  nature, 

and  in  fpite  of  that  religion,  carrying  away 

by  fraud  ind  force,  every  year,  ihoufands  of 

his  helpiefs   countrymen  into  flavery;   he 

would  fell  how  the  mercikfs  maften^  of  thefe^ 

cxa6i  from  them  a  labour  fuperior  to  their 

ftrength,  and  even  fulfer  that  ftrength  to  fail 

for  want  of  fuftenance; — he  would  tell  of 

the  whips,  the  tortures,  and  the  deaths  in<* 

fii£led  upidn  them^  ihoiild  they  ever  happen 

to  cotifider  ihetnfelvev  as  human  beingS)  or 

venture  to  affert  the  rights  of  naiure  and  of 

humsinityT — he  would  tell— but   w-e  defiA 

from  the  difmal  tale,  as  we  feel  ourfelves  a^ 

mod  transformed  into  Africans  whilft  we 

telate  it. 

ccrieraf  |jj  j^y^^  progrefs  ffom  America  to  Africa^ 
of  the  "^^  have  met  with  but  little  improvement  in 
Afiaiici.  the  manners  and  chara&er  of  the  people; 
when  we  proceed  on  our  enquiry  into  Afia» 
we  fee  that  the  inhabitants  have  only  left  the 
Africans  »  very  few  degrees  behind  them, 
almoft  m  every  thing  but  peacefubiefs  of 
difpofition    and   gentlenefs     of    manners^ 

While 


OF    WOMEN.  4>9 

t 

While  the  African,  like  the  tyger  of  his  *^5,f  • 
forefts,  lies  in  wait  to  plunder  and  deftroy  j   ^-y^r\J 
the  Afiatic,  contented  with  a  little  rice,  and 
fome  of  the  fimpleft  produftions  of  nature, 
reclines  beneath  the  (hade,  and  gives  labour 
and  luxury  to  the  winds. 

The  beautiful  fcenes  which  prefent  them-^ 
felves  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  aiid  along 
the  plains  of  Hindoftan,  are  almoft  beyond 
(defcription.  The  air  is  perfumed  at  fome 
feafons  with  the  mod  delicious  fragrance, 
ariling  from  a  variety  of  flowers  and  fruits^ 
which  yield  a  wholeforae  and  refrefliing 
nourifhment,  and  the  trees  form  a  fliade 
impenetrable  to  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Here 
bountiful  Nature  has  left  the  Afiatic  no* 
thing  to  purfue  but  pleafure;  and  hardly 
any  thing  elfe  does  he  purfue.  Relaxed  by 
the  climate,  more  than  half  of  this  plea* 
fure  confifts  in  cafe  and  indolence;  which 
have  taken  fuch  hold  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
»  faying  from  one  of  their  favourite  authors 
is  frequently  in  their  mouths :  "  It  is  better 
♦*  to  fit  ftill  than  to  walk;  better  to  fleep  than 
^'  to  awake;  but  death  is  bed  of  all/*  If  we 
may  credit  fome  modern  travellers,  fo  ex- 
travagant is  their  love  of  reft,  that  the  women 
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^^u^'  Allahabad  can  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to 
C/^v->o  reach  out  their  hands  to  fave  their  own  child* 
ren^  when  in  danger  of  being  trod  to  death 
.  by  carriages  pafling  along  the  ftreet.  Such 
is  the  pi6lure  of  the  Hindoos.  The  Ma- 
hometans have  more  aftivity,  ftronger  paf- 
fions,  and  a  cruelty  and  ambition  which  the 
climate  has  not  yet  totally  eradicated, 

skctchet  i^  confidering  the  charafter  oLthe  Afiatic 
charadter  womcu,  thcrc  are  two  things  which  chiefly 
of  their  plaiixi  our  attention.  The  firll  is,  that  the 
''^"^  *  Harrow  and  limited  fphere  in  which  they 
move,  almoft  entirely  divcfts  them  of  every 
chara6ieriftic  diftinftion  which  arifes  from 
liberty  and  fociety.  The  fecond,  that  they 
are  fo  clofely  fliut  up  from  the  obfervation 
of  all  Europeans,  that  our  accounts  of  them 
are  either  falfe  and  ridiculous,  or  extremely 
mutilated  and  imperfeft.  We  may,  how- 
ever, obferve  of  them  in  general,  that  as  a 
fpring  bent  by  an  external  force  is  conftantly 
endeavouring  to  reftore  itfelf ;  fo  they,  un- 
juftly  deprived  of  their  liberty,  are  conftantly 
exerting  all  their  powers  to  deceive  the  ty- 
rants who  have  fecluded  them  from  the 
world,  and  the  fweets  of  fociety ;  and  long 
f  uftom^  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  the  defire 

of 
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of  freedom,  have  made  them  great  adepts  ^'^fi^** 
in  thofe  arts  of  deception,  which  tend  to   ^u^y\j 
procure  them  a  temporary  liberty,  or  favour 
an  intrigue. 

Chastity  and  unchaftity  are  almoft  the 
only  things  that  can  chara6lerife  the  women 
of  the  Eaft.  Shut  up  for  ever  in  impene* 
trable  Harams,  they  can  hardly  be  called 
creatures  of  the  world,  having  no  intercourfe 
with  it,  and  no  ufe  for  the  focial  and  cecono- 
mical  virtues  which  adorn  its  citizens.  If 
being  good  wives  confifts  in  care,  frugality 
and  induftry,  thcfe  are  all  things  entirely 
eut  of  their  power :  if  being  fuch,  confifts 
in  loving  their  hufbands,  and  being  tender  to 
their  children ;  the  firft  of  thefe  is  alfo  ren- 
dered next  to  impoflible  by  the  behaviour  of 
thofe  tyrants  who  ftyle  themfelves  hufbands; 
and  the  laft  is  much  weakened  by  transfer* 
ring  upon  the  children  fome  pari  of  that 
diflike  they  have  to  the  father.  To  the  joys 
of  friendlhip  they  are,  perhaps,  entire  ftran- 
gers.  The  men  treat  them  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  is  impoflible  they  can  efteem  them ; 
the  women  are  their  conftant  rivals.  The 
only  virtues,  then,  which  the  Afiatic  fair 
can  put  in  pra6lice,  are  fuch  as  relate  to 

their 
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^xit^  their  religion,  and  their  chaftity;  but  even 
Lrv\j  in  the  exercife  of  religion  they  are  circum- 
fcribed.  As  they  are  not  allowed  to  attend 
on  the  public  worfhip  of  the  gods  of  their 
country,  they  can  have  no  other  religion 
than  the  filent  adoration  of  the  heart;  and 
as  to  chaftity,  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
difpofed  of  to  their  hufbands,  and  the  be- 
haviour of  thefe  hufbands  to  them  through 
life,  are  the  moil  unlikely  methods  in  the 
world  to  make  then)  fampus  for  that  virtue* 

Brimini-  jgy^  though  thefc  obfervations  may  be 
men,  their  prctty  generally  applied  to  the  Afiatic  wo* 
•ondwo.  ^,^,J^  iijej-e  are  fomc  exceptions.  The  Bra- 
mins,  or  prielbs  of  India,  though,  like  the 
reft  of  their  couptrymen,  they  confine  thci? 
women,  yet,  by  treating  them  with  lenity 
and  indulgence,  they  fecure  their  virtue  by 
attaching  their  hearts,  NIarried  to  each 
other  in  their  infancy,  they  have  the  greateft 
veneration  for  the  nuptial  tie:  their  mutual 
fondnefs  increafes  with  their  ftrength ;  and 
in  riper  years,  all  the  glory  of  the  wives  cont 
fifts  in  pleafing  their  huft)ands;  a  duty  which 
they  confider  as  one  of  the  moft  facred  of 
their  holy  religion,  and  which  the  gods  will 
pot  fuller  them  to  neglefl;  with  impanity« 

White 
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While  the  reft  of  the  Hindoo  women  take  ^  ^^  ^  p. 
every  oppOTtunky  to  elude  their  keepers,  o'vnm^ 
thefe,  voluntarily  confine  themfclves,  at  ieail 
from  the  company  and  converfation  of  all 
llrangers,  and  in  every  refpcft  copy  that 
iimplicity  CKf  life  and  manners;  for  which 
their  hufbands  are  fo  remarkable* 

Of  all  the  other  Afiaticd,  the  Chincfc  have  ^^^^^ 
fierhaps  the  beft  title  to  modefty.  Even  the  cwnefc 
men  wrap  themfelve&  clofely  up  in  their 
garments,  and  reckon  it  indecent  to  difcover 
any  more  oi*  their  arms  and  legs  than  is 
lieceffary*  The  women,  ftill  mwe  ciofely 
wrapped  trp,  never  difcover  a  naked  hand 
even  10  their  neareft  relations,  if  they  can 
poflibly  avoid  it.  Every  part  of  their  drel's, 
every  part  of  their  behaviour,  is  calculated 
to  preferve  decency,  and  infpire  refpcS ;  and 
what  add^  the  greateft  luftre  to  their  charms, 
is  that  uiicommon  modefly  which  appears  in 
every  look,  and  in  every  a6lio».  Charmed, 
no  doubt,  with  fo  engaging  a  deportment^ 
the  men  behave  to  them  in  a  reciprocal 
manner ;  an4  that  their  virtue  may  not  be 
cantamifiated  by  the  ifieighbourhood  of  vice, 
the  legiflature  takes  care  that  no  proftitutes 
&ali  lodge  withinr  the  Walls  of  any  of  the 

great 
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c  HA  P.  great  cities  of  China,     Such  are  the  Chinefe 
L/YXJ  women  reprefented  by  fome  travellers;  but 
it  is  by  others  doubted,  whether  this  fem- 
blance  of  modefty  be  any  thing  elfe  than  the 
cuftom  of  the  country;   and  alleged,  that 
notwithftanding  fo  much  fecming  decency 
and  deciorum,  thoy  have  their  peculiar  modes 
of  intriguing,    and  embrace  every  pofliblc 
opportunity  of  putting  them  in  praftice; 
and  that,  in  thefe  intrigues,  they  frequently 
fcruple  not  to  flab  the  paramour  they  had 
invited  to  their  arms,  as  the  fureft  method  of 
preventing  deteftion  and  lofs  of  charafter. 
A  few,  perhaps,  of  the  moft  flagitious  may 
be  guilty  of  fuch  enormous  crimes ;  but  we 
perfuade  ourfclves,  that  they  are  only  very 
few;  and  are  happy  to  inform  our  fair  rea- 
ders, that  fuch  relations  are  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of   our  modern  travellers,    whofc 
veracity  is  mofl  to  be  depended  on« 

^  *^^  So  different  in  every  country  are  the  fe6l» 

of  faints^  as  well  as  of  finners,  that  befidcs 
die  Bramins,  a  fet  of  innocent  religious 
priefls,  who  have  rendered  their  women 
virtuous  by  treating  them  with  kindnefs  and 
humanity,  there  is  another  fcft  of  religio- 
philofophical  drones,  called  Fakiers,  who 

con- 
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Cbhtribute  as  much  as  they  can  to  debauch  ^  ^^^  ^' 
the  fex,  under  a  pretence  of  fuperior  fanftity*  w^ynj 
Thefe  hypocritical  faints^  like  forae  of  the 
tidiculoiis  fefts  which  formerly  exifted  in 
Europe^  wear  no  clothes ;  confidering  theni 
only  as  proper  appendages  to  finners,  who 
are  afliamed^  becaufe  they  are  fenfiblfc  of 
guilt;  while  they,  being  free  from  every  ftaiii 
of  pollution^  have  no  fhame  to  cover.  In 
this  original  ftate  of  nature^  thefe  pretended 
devotees  aflembls  together,  fdiiietimes  in  ar- 
mies of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand,  and  undei* 
a  pretence  of  going  in  pilgrimage  to  certain 
temples,  like  loculls  devour  every  thing  oii 
theiif  way ;  the  men  flying  before  them^  and 
carrying  all  that  they  can  out  of  the  reach 
of  their  depredations  *  the  women,  not  in 
the  lead  afraid,  throwing  themfelves  in  theii' 
way,  or  remaining  quietly  at  home  to  re* 
Ceive  them* 

It  has  long  beeii  ati  opinion,  efiabliftied 
ill  over  India,  that  there  is  not  in  nature  fo 
powerful  A  remedy  for  removing  the  ftcrtility 
of  women,  as  the  prayers  of  thefe  fturdy 
faints.  On  this  account,  barren  women  con-* 
ftantly  apply  to  them  for  Sifliftaricc ;  which 
when  the  good-natured  Fakier  has  an  incli-^ 
VoL*L  I  ii  nation 
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^  xit  ^  nation  to  grant,  he  leaves  his  flipper,  or  his 
cryy^  ftafF,  at  the  door  of  the  lady's  apartment 
with  whom  he  is  praying ;  a  fymbol  fo  fa- 
cred,  that  it  efFeftually  prevents  any  one 
from  violating  the  fecrecy  of  their  devotion. 
But,  (hould  he  forget  this  fignal,  and  at  the 
fame  time  be  diftant  from  the  proteftion  of 
his  brethren,  a  found  drubbing  is  frequently 
the  reward  of  his  pious  endeavours. 

So  much  concerning  the  condu£l  of  the 
Fakiers,  in  debauching  women,  feems  cer- 
tain. But  it  is  by  fome  travellers  further 
related,  that  wherever  they  find  a  girl  who 
is  exceedingly  handfome,  thfey  carry  her  off 
privately  to  one  of  their  temples;  but  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  her  and  the  peo- 
ple believe,  that  fhe  was  carried  away  by  the 
god  who  is  there  worlhipped;  who,  being 
violently  in  love  with  her,  took  that  method 
to  procure  her  for  his  wife.  This  done, 
they  perform  a  nuptial  ceremony,  and  make 
her  further  believe,  that  ftie  is  married  to 
the  god;  when,  in  reality,  (he  is  only  mar- 
ried to  one  of  the  Fakiers  who  perfonates 
him^  Women  exalted  to  this  imaginary 
dignity,  arc  revered  by  the  people  as  the 
wives  of  the  gods;  a  ray  of  ideal  divinity 

furrounds 
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furrounds  and  protefts  them  from  the  vul-  ^xii^* 
gar,  and  fecures  them  entirely  to  the  Fakiers.  >y^\J 
In  countries  where  reafon  is  ftronger  than 
fuperftition,  we  almoft  think  this  impoflible: 
where  the  contrary  is  the  cafe,  there  is  no- 
thing too  hard  to  be  credited.  Something 
like  this  was  done  by  the  priefts  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome ;  and  a  few  centuries  ago, 
tricks  of  the  fame  nature  were  praftifed  by 
monks,  and  other  libertines,  upon  fome  of 
the  vifionary  and  enthufiaftic  women' of  Eu- 
rope, We  will  not  therefore  think  it  ftrange, 
that  the  Fakiers  generally  fucceed  in  at* 
tempts  of  this  nature;  when  we  confider, 
that  they  only  have  to  deceive   a  people  ^ 

brought  up  in  the  n^oft  confummate  ig- 
norance ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  a  more 
flattering  diftinftion  to  female  vanity,  than 
for  a  woman  to  fuppofe  herfelf  fuch  a  pecu- 
liar favourite  of  the  divinity  fhe  worftiips, 
as  to  be  chofen,  from  all  her  companions, 
to  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  his  em- 
braces;  a  favour,  which  her  felf-admiration 
will  difpofe  her  more  readily  to  believe  than 
examine. 

Besides  thefe  temples  into  which  women 
;irc  decoyed  for  the  fake  of  debauchery,  there 

Iii-2  arc 
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c  HA  B.  arc  Others  where  they  are  fupplied  with  them 
%j^>r><j   in  a  more  open  manner ;  being  voluntarily 

^IdTfub-  Pff^^^^  '^y  ^^^^^  parents,  and  dedicated  by 
fcrvicnt  the  priefts  while  infants,  with  great  pomp 
Suto'**^'  »nd  folemnity,  to  the  fervice  of  their  gods. 
Their  office  is  to  dance  and  fing  before  the 
chief  idol  on  folemn  feftivals ;  with  all  the 
vantonnefs  of  venal  charms,  and  temptation 
of  loofe  attire,  in  order  to  attraft  the  fpefta- 
tors,  to  whom  they  afterwards  proftituto 
themfelves  for  the  benefit  of  the  temple  to 
which  they  belong.  When  fuch  is  the  re^ 
ligion  of  the  Eaft,  when  fuch  are  the  deities 
there  worfliipped,  can  we  expeft  chaftity  to 
be  a  virtpe  much  regarded  by  the  women,  or 
that  the  men  can  fecure  it  by  any  other 
jpethpds  tjian  locks,  bars,  apd  eijnijchs  ? 

But  it  is  not  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos 
only,  that  promotes  unchaftity ;  that  of  Mar 
hornet,  which  now  prevails  over  a  great  part 
of  Indi?i,  promotes  it  alfb,  Mahometifra 
every  where  indulges  the  mpn  with  a  plura- 
lity of  wives,  w'hile  it  ties  down  the  women 
to  the  ftrifteft  conjugal  fidelity;  hence,  while 
the  men  riot  in  unlimited  varietv,  the  women 
are,  in  great  numbers,  confined  to  Ihare 
?imong  them  \hc  fcaijty  fjiyoyrs  of  one  man 

pnl/t 
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t)nly.  This  unnatural  and  impolitic  condufl  ^ ha  p, 
induces  them  to  feek  by  art  and  intrigue,  c/vx> 
what  they  are  denied  by  the  laws  of  their 
prophet.  Some  have  imagined  that  this 
fpirit  of  intrigue  is  the  refult  of  climate,  but 
it  rather  appears  to  be  the  refult  of  the  in^ 
juftice  which  women  fufier  by  polygamy ; 
for  it  feems  to  exert  itfelf  as  much  in  every 
other  place  where  polygamy  is  in  fafliion, 
as  it  docs  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  or 
the  Indus,  The  famous  Montefquieu,  whofe 
fyftem  was,  that  the  paflions  are  entirely  re- 
gulated by  the  climate,  brings  as  a  proof  of 
this  fyftem,  a  ftory  from  the  colleftion  of 
voyages  for  the  eftablilhment  of  an  Eaft 
India  Company,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that  at 
Patan,  *•  the  wanton  defires  of  the  women 
^*  are  fo  outrageous,  that  the  men  are  obliged 
*^  to  make  ufe  of  a  certain  apparel,  to  fhelter 
'^  them  from  their  deligns."  Were  this  ftory 
really  tme,  it  would  be  a  very  uncommon 
proof  of  the  effeft  of  climate,  for  why  ftiould 
the  burning  funs  of  Patan  only  influence  the 
paflions  of  the  fair  ?  Why  fliould  they  there 
tranfport  that  fex  beyond  decency,  which 
in  all  other  climates  is  the  moft  decent,  and 
leave  in  fo  cool  and  defenfive  a  ftate,  that 
fcx,  which  in  all  other  climates  is  apt  to  be 

thfl 
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^  ^j^  ^'  the  moft  offenfive  and  indecent?  To  what- 
o^-'x;  ever  length  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  may  be 
carried  in  Afia  and  Africa,  however  the 
paCions  of  tlie  women  may  prompt  them  to 
excite  defire,  and  to  throw  themlelves  in  the 
way  of  gratification,  we  have  the  ftrongeft 
reafon  to  reprobate  all  thefe  ftories,  which 
would  make  us  believe,  that  they  are  fo  loft 
to  decency  as  to  attack  the  other  fex ;  fuch 
a  fyftem  would  be  overturning  nature,  and 
inverting  the  eftablifhed  laws  by  which  (he. 
governs  the  world. 

r  ml!        ^^  Otaheite,  we  are  prefented  with  women 
hcitc.       of  a  Angular  charaften     As  far  as  we  can 
recolleft,    we   think  it  is  a  pretty   general 
rule,  that  wherever  the  fex  are  accullomed 
to  be  conftantly  clothed,  they  are  afhamed 
to  appear  naked:  thofe   of  Otaheite   feem 
however  to  be  an  exception  to  this  rule;  to 
fhew  themfelves  in  public,  with  or  without 
clothing,  appears  to  them  a  matter  of  equal 
indifference;  a  circumftance  from  which  we 
may  reafonably  infer,  that,    among  them, 
clothes  were  not  originally  invented  to  cover 
fhame,  but  either  as  an  ornament,  or  a  de- 
fence againll  the  cold.     As  polygamy  is  not 
allowed  in   Otaheite,  to  fatisfy  the  luft  of 

variety, 
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variety,  they  have  a  fociety  called  Arrcoy,  ^  ^^^^  ^' 
in  which  every  woman  is  common  to  every  w"v>j 
xifian ;  and  when  any  of  thefe  women  hap- 
pens to  have  a  child,  it  is  fmothered  jn  the 
moment  of  its  birth,  that  it  may  not  inter- 
rupt the  pleafures  of  its  infamous  mother; 
but  in  this  jun6lure,  fhould  nature  relent  at 
fo  horrid  a  deed,  even  then  the  mother  is 
not  allowed  to  fave  her  child,  unlefs  (he  can 
find  a  man  who  will  patronife  it  as  a  father; 
in  which  cafe,  the  man  is  considered  as  hav- 
ing appropriated  the  woman  to  himfelf,  and 
they  are  both  extruded  from  this  hopeful 
fociety.  Thefe  few  anecdotes  fufficiently 
chiraSerife  the  women  of  this  ifland.  In 
fome  of  the  adjacent  ones,  if  they  were 
not  lefs  unchafte,  they  were  at  leaft  lefs 
flagitious  and  indelicate. 

As  the  Turks,  who  now  inhabit  a  part  of  Tiirkii!i 
Europe,  were  originally  Afiatics,  and  ftill  ti^ciTcha- 
retain  the  manners  and  cuftoms  which  they  "*^*'- 
brought  from   that  country,    their  women 
are  much  given  to  fecret  gallantry  and  in- 
trigue; vices  which  feem  however  to  be  the 
worft  part  of  their  charafter :  when  we  view 
them  in  the  other  departments  of  female  life, 
we  fee  many  amiable  qualities  confpiring  to 

adorn 
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c  xit  ^'  ^^^™  them,  as  benevolence,  charity,  and  a 
vywj  tendemefs  of  feelirtgi  and  foftnefs  of  dif* 
poiition,  to  which  they  have  hardly  evef 
reached  in  the  moft  poliflied  parts  of  the 
Chriftian  world.  Lady  Montague  in  her 
vifit  to  the  lady  of  the  Grand  Vizer  of  Con* 
ftantinople,  has  delineated  her  humility, 
meeknefs,  and  charity,  in  a  manner  which 
does  honour  to  the  fex.  In  her  vifit  to  the  fair 
Fatima,  while  we  find  the  perfon  of  an  angel, 
engaged  in  all  the  tender  offices  of  a  mothef^ 
we  muft  be  infenfible  to  every  feeling,  if  our 
hearts  do  not  glow  with  the  defcription* 
We  are  indeed  but  too  apt  to  throw  a  veil 
over  every  virtue  which  adorns  a  people 
profcffing  a  religion  fo  different  from  our 
own,  and  which  we  have  always  been  taught 
to  confider  with  partiality,  and  to  look  upon 
with  horror ;  than  which,  nothing  can  more 
certainly  indicate  weaknefs  of  mind  and  y  ant 
of  urbanity.  People  of  all  religions  havcf 
in  them  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue ;  and, 
/  on  a  ftrifl:  enquiry,  we  (hall  find,  that  vice 

oftener  flows  from  a  bad  education  and  im-^ 
proper  cuftoms,  than  from  a  bad  religion  * 
but  (hould  the  Mahometans,  or  any  othcf 
people,  with  a  religion  lefs  pure  and  hdy 
than  that  of  the  Chriftians,  be  found  to  exec! 

them 
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tfeem  in  many  of  the  rtoral  virtues^  they  ccr-  ^  ^,f.  ^: 
tairily  on  that  account '  deferve  the  more  u^v\j 
praife,    and  we    the    more   reprehenfion ; 
efpecially  Vhen  it  is  confidered  what'  they 
would  probably  have  done,  had  they  been 
in  our  {ituatioili 


tioni    on 
con- 


When  we  take  a  retrofpeflive  view  of  the  ^/^^* 
charaflers  we  have  jull  now  drawn,  a  regard  the 
for  the  dignity  df  humah  nature^  induces  us  ^^f^l[ 
to  wi(h  that  impartial  truth  would  allow  us  to  copcant . 
have  painted  theni  more  virtuous  ipd  per- 
feft ;  and  from  the  intereourfe  that  has  long 
fubfiftpd  between  Europe  and  iflany  pf  the 
countries  we  haveheen  confidering,  fome  re-^ 
formation  in  maimers  might  reafonably  have 
been  expefted.  But  the  Europeans  who  have 
gone  abroad,  inftead  of  demohftrating  to  the 
natives  that  they  were  fuperior  to  them^  in 
virtue  as  well  ds  in  knowledge,  feem  in 
general,  the  moment  they  lefft  their  own 
country,  to  have  thrown  afide  every  princi- 
ple, and  every  idea^  but  that  of  amaffing 
wealthy  though  at  the  ex  pence  of  probity^ 
and  of  confcience ;  and  inftead  of  introdu-* 
cing  more  order  and  regularity,  have  but 
too  often  given  a  loofe  to  every  voluptuous 
appetite^    and  outdone  in  every  fpeeies  of 

Vol.  It  K  k  fc  debaun 
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CHAP,  debauchery,  ^hofe  who  were  tiesther  ic^ 
i-rrvj  ftniined  by  their  laws,  nor  their  religioiw 
Nor  has  this  flagitious  ccmdu^l  been  peculiar 
to  one  European  nation  only,  alt  thofe  who 
have  planted  colonies,  and  extended  their 
commerce,  have  been  almoft  equally  infa* 
mous  for  cruelty,  oppreflion,  and  debau- 
chery. 

Soon  after  the  Pbrtugueie  had  conquered 
India,  laying  afide  that  niartkl  fpirit  fof 
which  they^  were  then  fo  famous,  they  gave 
themfelve^  up  to  all  thofe  excef^  which 
render  the  )w»an  rtce  odious,  and  became 
fuch  monflers,  that  poifon,  confiagnition, 
aflaflTioation^  and  every  other  crime,  gretr 
&miliar  to  them.  They  mafiacred  the  na* 
feivess  they  deftroyed  one  another ;  and  while 
they  roifedthe  hatred  of  thefe  natives^  they 
Ibft  the  cQti:rage  neceflary  to  keep  them  ia 
iuhjedion.  In  the  ifiand  of  Araboyna,  a 
Poxtuguefe  at  a  pubtic  feftival,  feized  upon 
a  beautiful  wowan,  and  iiegardkfs  of  de- 
cency, pfoceede4  to  force,  her  to  his  }^t&i 
enibirace.  One  of  the  rfl^niiiers  refehting  fo 
flagitioUiS  a  condiitd:,  firft  an»^d  his  iellow- 
citizens,  apd  afterward  calling  together  the 
Poi?t^ugM«fej^  ^ddrefle^  them  in  the  following 

manner: 
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manner:  ''  To  revenge  affronts  of  fo  Cruel  ^^it/- 
•'  a  nature  as  thefe  we  have  received  from  vyv\-i 
you,  would  require  a^^kms^  not  words ; 
yet  we  wiH  fpeak  to  you.  You  preach  to 
^  us  a  Deity,  who  delights,  you  fay,  in  ge- 
**  nerous  actions ;  but  theft,  murder,  obfce- 
*'  nity,  and  drunkennefs,  are  your  common 
"  pradices.  Your  hearts  are  inflamed  with 
^*  every  vice ;  our  manners  can  never  agree 
^'  with  yours.  Nature  forefaw  this,  when  Ihe 
**  feparated  us  by  iramenfe  oceans,  but  ye 
**  have  overleaped  her  barriers :  this  audacity, 
^*  of  which  you  are  not  afhamed  to  boaft,  is 
**  a  proof  of  the  corruption  of  your  hearts. 
Take  my  advice,  leave  to  their  repofe  thefe 
nations  that  referable  you  fo  little :  go,  fix 
your  habitations  among  thofe  who  are 
brutal  as  yourfelves.  An  intercourfe  with 
you  would  be  more  fatal  to  us,  than 
'*  all  the  evils  which  it  is  in  the  power 
*'  of  your  god  to  infliO:  upon  us.  We  re- 
nounce your  alliance  forever.  Your  arms 
are  fuperior  to  ours,  but  we  are  more  juft 
**  than  you,  and  we  do  not  fear  you ;  the 
"  Rons  are  from  this  day  your  enemies,  fly 
"  from  their  country,  and  beware  how  you 
**  approach  it  any  more."  Such  were  the; 
fentiments  of  one  whom  we  fhould  blufli  to 
fall  a  favage.  Kkk  2  Whew 
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^xii  ^*  When  a  governor  of  fenfe  and  humanity 
iy^TKj  happened  to  prefide  over  the  Portuguefe 
colonies,  he  endeavoured  to  reform  the  man- 
ners, and  reftrain  the  rapacity,  of  his  coun- 
trymen; but  hi$  fingle  virtue  was  always 
feeble  and  unavailing,  when  pppofed  to  the 
vices  of  a  contaminated  people,  The  Spani- 
ards, who  in  many  place;  fuccecded  the 
Portuguefe,  not  only  copied,  but  «ven  in 
fime  greatly  exceeded  them  in  every  vice 
that  could  make  hUman  nature  appear  roon- 
ftrous.  Few  of  our  readers  can  be  ftrangers 
to  thp  crupkies  ^nd  debaucheries  they  com- 
mitted in  Mexico  and  Peru,  where  they  built 
churches,  endeavoured  to  explain  the  my- 
fteries  of  the  chriftian  religion  to  the  natives, 
in  a  language  of  whjch  they  did  not  un- 
derftahd  one  wor4 ;  and  afterward  pioufly 
flaughtered  them  as  heretics,  for  not  believ- 
ing what  had  been  fo  clearly  dempuftrated 
to  them.  When  they  had  ponquered  the 
ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  they  made  peace  with 
the  inhabitants,  on  condition  that  they  fhould 
cultivate  all  the  land  for  their  ufe,  and  furnilh 
them  with  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  every 
month*;  The  poor  wretches,  finding  the  talk 
infupportable,  as  well  as  impofrii)le,  took 
Ijiejter  in  their  ippuntains^  wheye  they  hoped 
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to  maintain  themfeWes  till  their  opprcffors  ^  ^^^  **- 
fiiould  be  obliged  by  famine  to  evacuate  cy-wji 
their  ifland.  But  the  Spaniards,  in  the  mean 
time  receiving  a  fupply  of  provilions  from 
Europe,  purfued  them  to  their  faftnefles ;  to 
revenge,  as  they  faid,  the  injuftice  they  had 
fufFered ;  trained  their  dogs  to  hunt  and  de- 
ftroy  them,  in  places  which  to  themfelves 
were  inacceflible ;  and,  fired  with  fuperfti- 
tion  and  a  thirft  of  blood,  fome  of  them  made 
a  vow  to  deftroy  twelve  Indians  every  day, 
in  honour  of  the  twelve  Apoftles.  What 
uneafinefs  would  it  have  given  to  men  fo 
mild  and  benevolent,  had  they  forefeen  that 
their  names  would  be  proftituted  to  fuch 
^nfamous  purpofcs  ] 

Humanity  recoils  at  this  difmal  recital, 
and  fincerely  wilhes,  that  the  other  powers 
who  have  ufurped  a  right  in  the  Indies, 
could  be  abfolved  from  fimilar  crimes;  but 
the  immenfe  plunder  lately  brought  to  Eng- 
land from  the  plains  of  Hindoftan,  are  but 
too  evident  proofs  of  what  our  countrymen 
have  there  committed.  Such  loads*  of  trea- 
fure  are  not  the  gradual  produce  of  the  arts 
of  peace,  nor  even  of  fields  disfigured  by 
the  horrors  of  war;  unlefs  that  war^  like  a 

deluge. 
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^\u^^  deluge,  indircriminately  levels  friend  and 
LrY\j  enemy  as  it  goes  along.  Avarice,  fordid 
avarice,  feems  alone  to  have  occupied  the 
breads  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  have 
travelled  from  Europe  to  India ;  and  from 
fo  fruitful  a  fource  has  fpruhg  up  almcft 
every  other  crime*  But  the  vices  are  not 
folely  attached  to  the  men  who  have  left 
Europe  in  gurfuit  of  gain :  even  the  women 
who  have  accompanied  them,  leaving  behind 
them  the  gentlenefs  of  European  manners 
and  of  female  nature,  have  been  often  hardly 
lefs  diflinguiflied  for  debauchery  and  cruelty 
than  the  men.  A  virago  of  this  fort  in  the 
Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  feldom  meeting  with 
any  oppofition  to  her  whim  and  caprice, 
affumes  at  laft  a  fpirit  of  more  than  mafcu- 
Jine  tyranny;  and  loft  to  feeling  and  huma- 
nity,  wields  the  whip  with  fuch  dexterity, 
as  at  every  ftroke  to  fetch  blood  from  the 
bade  of  the  naked  and  unrefifting  flave; 
whofc  only  fault  was,  that  he  did  not  anti- 
cipate the  wifties  of  his  miftrefs,  or  becaufe 
he  had  the  prefumption  to  confider  himfclf 
jis  a  creature  of  the  fame  genus  with  herfelf. 


CHAP. 
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C  HAP.    XIII. 

Tke  fame  Sicbje&  continuecL 

AFTER  having  traced  the  charaQer  of  ^^^/- 
the  fair  fex  through  fo  many  countries,  O'v^^ 
where  fo  much  of  our  colouring  has  been  exn« 
ployed  to  paint  the  vicious  and  the  difagree^ 
abJe,  we  ivow  with  the  utmofl:  pleafare  tarn 
towards  Europe,  where  the  bea^ities  of  their 
chara£ler^  like  thofe  of  their  per(bas,  wilt 
iK>t  onty  (^nffkgc  our  attention^  hut  alfoat^ 
Iraf):  ouji  bcMits*  We  cannot,  however,  ez^ 
tend  om  plan  fa  far  9&  to  hoid  up  to  view 
every  beauty  and  every  blemifh,  which  gives^ 
a  luftre  or  a  defonnity  to  the  fair,  through 
all  the  different  countries  of  Europe;  we 
(hall  therefore  only  endeavour  to  draw  the 
outlines,  of  characlers,  too  various  and  com* 
plicated  for  us  to  finiih  wiih  any  tolerable 
degree  of  precifion.. 

We  have  already  obferved^  that  chaftity  ^^^^ 
has^   ia<    all    pdiflied  nations^    ever  been  the  cu- 
efieemed  the  principal  ornament  of  the  fe-  «^"  «* 

loale  chstfa^Ur  ^  smd  we  now  aver^  that  this 

was 
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cHAP..\^as  never  more  remarkably  the  cafe,  in 
u^YAj  any  part  of  thr  world,  than  at  prefent  in 
Europe.  Here  we  worfliip  no  deities  that 
delight  in  debauchery,  as  among  the  ancients; 
nor  fuch  as,  regatdlefs  of  moral  good  and 
evil,  concern  not  themfelves  about  human 
a6lions,  as  in  fome  parts  of  the  worlds 
among  the  moderns.  Hence  the  conduft  of 
Dur  women,  befides  being  influenced  by  thfe 
fuperior  regard  paid  to  chaftity  among  uS. 
is  ftill  further  influenced  by  a  veneration  for 
that  purity  of  manners  and  of  charaQer,  fo 
ftrongly  inculcated  by  the  precepts  of  the 
Chrifl:ian  religion ;  and  hence,  though  de* 
claimers  and  fatirifls  in  every  nation  of  Eu* 
rope,  paint  their  own  Women  as  the  moft 
lewd  and  abandoned  in  the  world,  we  boldlf 
affirm,  that  Europe,  in  general,  is  more  fsr* 
moifs  for  the  chaftity  and  other  good  quali^ 
ties  of  its  women,  than  any  other  part  of 
the  globe ;  for  the  truth  of  this  we  need 
only  appeal  ta  the  perfonall  experience  of 
the  traveller,  and  to  the  reading  of  the  hif^ 
torian,  both  which  afford  an  ample  demon- 
ftration  of  our  affertion.  We  muft,  however, 
obferve  here,  that  the  virtues  of  modefty 
and  chaftity  do  not  flourifli  moft,  where  they 

are  endeavoured  to  be  forced   upon    th6 

woinen 
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Vk)meri  by  locks,  bolts,  and  gouvernaiiteSi  ^  ^^^^p- 
as  in  Spain ;  nor  where  unreftrained  liberty  wwi 
and  politencfs  ard  carried  to  the  greateft 
length,  a$  in  France  and  Italy;  but  rather^ 
where  refinement  is  hot  arrived  fo  far,  as  to 
Wckon  every  reftrairit  upon  inclination  a 
mark  of  ruftication  attd  ill-breeding/   . 

In  endeaVounng  to  fketch  forae  rude 
draughts  of  the  chara6ler  of  the  European 
women,  we  (hall  take  a  vife\*r  of  them  as  they 
appear  in  the  principal  nsrtions  bfv^hich  it 
ii  compofed;  and  as  the  French  reckon  theiii- 
felves  of  all  other  people  the  moft  confpicu* 
ous,  we  {hall  begin  with  them;  a  diftindion 
to  which  they  are  at  leaft  in  one  fcnfe  en- 
titled^ as  they  are  the!  fruitful  fource  of  half 
the  fafhidtis  that  embellilh,  and  perhaps  of 
more  thkn  half  the  foibles  that  difgrace^ 
Europe* 

As  chaltity  is  a  virtue  \t^hich  does  not  ^^tKc 
feem  to  flourifh  in  a  foil,  wjiere  too  much  or  ^ 
too  little  dultulfe  is  beftowed  upon  it,  we 
muft  not  expeft  to  find  it  remarkably  vigor- 
ous among  ^he  French,  where  politenefs  is 
the  firft  of  all  the  virtues,  and  chaftity  hardly 
entitled  to  a  place  as  the  fecond.  When 
Vol.  I.  L  1 1  travel- 
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c  ^jA  P.  travellers,  who  have  always  bceti  accuftomcd 
Lrw;  to  countries  where  women  are  much  on  the 
referve,  enter  France,  where  the  very  re- 
vcrfe  is  the  cafe ;  before  they  have  coolly 
confidered  the  cuftoms  of  different  countries, 
they  are  apt  to  conclude  that  the  French 
have  no  decency,  and  no  chaftity  amOng 
them.  Such  conclufions  are,  however,  by 
much  too  hafty.  We  muft  not  be  led  by 
appearances.  A  French  woman  of  the  moft 
unblemiflied  reputatioa  will,  in  compliance 
with  the  cuftoms  of  her  country,  fpeakand 
a£l  with  &  levity  and  freedom;  which  in 
England  would  be  alri)t>ft  an  infalliable  indi« 
cation  of  a  ftrumpct;  while  in  France  konly 
indicates,  that  a  womdn  has  feen  the  world. 
We  would  not,  however,  infmuate  from^  this, 
that  chaftity  is  among  the  French  a  prevail- 
ing virtue.  The  number  of  miftrefles  kept 
by  the  married  as  well  as  the  fingle.  The 
little  difcredit  thrown  on  the  profeffion  of  a 
proftitute,  efpecially  if  ftie  is  an  Opera  girl, 
are  proofs  of  the  contrary ;  to  which  we  may 
add,  the  fpirit  of  intrigue,  which  is  faihion- 
able  among  both  fexes ;  and  in  France,  not 
to  be  fafhionable,  is  a  condition  much  more 
dreaded^  than  not  to  be  virtuous. 


In 
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In  every  country  women  have  always  a  ^^j^  '* 
little  to  do,  and  4  great  deal  to  f^y.  In  <./v-n^ 
France,  notwithftanding  of  the  Salique  law, 
they  diAate  almoft  every  thing  that  is  faid, 
and  direft  every  thing  that  is  done.  They 
are  the  raoft  reftlefs  beings  in  the  world;  . 
ever  in  the  hurry  of  aftion,  either  about 
their  own  bufinefs.  or  that  of  other  people ; 
and  equally  folicitous  about  fettling  the  af- 
fairs of  the  nation,  or  Aicking  a  pin  in  it^ 
proper  place.  To  fold  her  hands  in  idlenefs 
and  impofe  filence  on  her  tongue,  would  be 
to  a  French-woman  worfe  than  death.  The 
fole  joy  of  her  life  is  to  be  engaged  in  the 
profecution  of  fome  fcheme,  the  more  intri^ 
cate  and  arduous  the  better ;  and  fo  much 
the  better  ftill,  if  faftiion,  ambition,  or  love 
be  the  fubjeS.  Among  the  rich  and  opu- 
lent, they  ard  entirely  the.  votaries  of  plea- 
fure,  which  they  purfue  through  all  its 
labyrinths,  at  the  ex  pence  of  fortune,  repu- 
tation, and  health.  Giddy  and  extravagant 
to  the  laft  degree,  they  leave  to  their  huf*- 
bands  oeconomy  and  care,  which  would  only 
fpoil  their  complexions,  and  furrow  their 
brows.  When  we  defcend  to  tradefmen 
and  mechanics,  the  cafe  is  revcrfed;  the 
wife  marjages  every  thing  in  the  boufe  and 

Lll  2  (hop, 
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^  Kiti^*  ftop,  while  the  hufband  lounges  in  the  back* 
MVNJ  (hop  an  idle  fpeftator,  or  ftniU  about  with 
his  fwQr4  and  |>ag-wig. 

Matrimony  in  France,  is  a  thing  en- 
tirely different  from  what  it  is  in  all  other 
,  parts  of  Europe ;  it  does  not  there  fubjeft  the 
haplefs  female  to  obedience,  to  duty,  or  even 
to  fidelity,  but  gives  her  a  right  to  an  un- 
bounded liberty  and  the  fortune  of  her  huf- 
band^ while  it  confers  on^the  hufband  hardly 
any  right  but  that  of  calling  her  his  wife. 
Jn  fafhionable  life,  and  indeed  among  all 
ranks,  as  all  afpire  at  being  fafhionable,  it 
feems  to  be  a  bargain  entered  into  by  a  male 
and  female  to  bear  the  fame  name,  live  in 
the  fame  houfe,  and  purfue  their  feparate 
pi eafu res  without  reflraint  or  controul :  and 
fo  religioufly  is  this  part  of  the  bargain  kept, 
that  both  parties  fhape  their  courfe  exaflly  as 
convenience  and  inclination  diflate.  Spum- 
ing the  joys  of  friendfhip  at  home,  and  con* 
temning  the  cenfure  of  the  world  abroad ; 
they  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  but  feldom  fee 
each   other,    having  different  apartments, 
different  fets  of  acquaintance^  different  ferv- 
ants,    a   different  equipage,    and  different 
tables.    Jealoufy  is  not  to  be  expefted  here, 

It 
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It  is  a  monftcr  whieh  fprings  from  love;  but  ^  ^^^j^- 
as  a  French  couple  marry  without  love,  they    y.^'-sj 
live  without  jealoufy,  and  commonly  jog 
through  life  together,    enjoying  but  little 
happinefs,  and  feeling  perhaps  no  mifery  oq 
Account  of  each  other. 


In  the  midft  of  every  levity  and  fafhion-  i'«a"«g 
able  folly,  there  is  no  part  of  the  world  French 


where  the  company  of  men  of  letters  is  more 
acceptable  to  the  fair  fex  than  in  France ;  a 
circumftance,  which,  while  it  diffufes  know- 
ledge among  the  women,  gives  an  elegance 
and  chearfulnefs  to  the  men,  and  renders 
them  men  of  the  world  as  well  as  of  learn- 
ing; and  a  circumftance,  which  has  taught 
many  of  the  French  women  the  valuable  fe- 
eret  of  reconciling  pleafure  to  improvement. 
But  a  fecret  fo  valuable,  and  fo  rare  among 
the  fex,  is  not  entirely  owing  to  this  cir- 
cumftance, education  alfo  has  a  ftiare  in  it. 
Brought  up  for  the  moft  part  in  convents, 
books  are  often  the  only  means  they  have  of 
beguiling  the  tedious  hours  of  lonely  inac- 
livityi  and  a  fondnefs  for  them  once  con-, 
trafted,  the  habit  frequently  remains  for 
life.  Hence  it  happens,  that  fuch  is  female 
izifluence  over  literature,  as  well  as  over 

every 


womoi. 
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ft 

^xm^'  every  other  thing  in  France,  that  by  much 
^^n^Nj  the  greateft  part  of  the  produ£lions  of  the 
prefs  are  calculated  for  their  capacity;  and 
happy  is  the  author  who  meets  their  ap- 
probation, it  is  the  ladder  by  which  he  mufl 
climb  to  fame,  and  the  fountain  which  will 
affuredly  yield  him  profit. 

Eafc  and      It  is  the  property  of  real  and  unafFeded 

jfAJctv   of  ,  1        r  / 

theFnrnch  politcncfs,  to  banifti  all  that  ftiffnefs,  and 
throw  afide  thofe  airs  of  referve,  which  in 
every  country  appear  more  confpicuous  as 
the  inhabitants  approach  more  towards  bar* 
barifm.  In  no  country  does  this  politenefs 
manifeft  itfelf  more  than  in  France,  where, 
the  company  of  the  women  is  acceflible 
to  every  man  who  can  recommend  himfelf 
by  his  drefs,  and  by  his  addrefs.  To  affec-* 
tation  and  prudery  the  French  women  are 
equally  flrangers;  eafy  and  unaffeded  in 
their  maniv^rs,  their  politenefs  has  fo  much 
the  appearance  of  nature,  that  one  would 
aim  oft  believe  no  part  of  it  to  be  the  effeft 
of  art.  An  air  of  fprightlinefs  and  gaiety 
fits  perpetually  on  their  countenances,  and 
their  whole  deportment  feems  to  indicate, 
that  their  only  bufinefs  is  to  ftrow  the  path 
of  life  with  flowers,    Pe|fua(ion  hangs  on 

their 
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their  lips,  and  though  their  volubility  of  ^*[,f^''- 
tOQgue  is  indefatigable,  fo  foft  is  their  ac-  o^v%^ 
cent,  fo  lively  their  expreflion,  fo  various 
their  attitudes,  that  they  fix  the  attention  for 
hours  together  on  a  tale  of  nothing*.  In 
ihort^  if  a  man  is  not  too  far  gone  in  the 
fpleen,  there  is  no  cure  fo  certain  as  the 
company:  of  a  lively  French-woman ;  but 
if  he  if  totally  over-run  with  that  difeafc, 
her  company  -will  augment  every  fymptom, 
and  he  will  paint  her  as  a  late  fnarling  tra- 
veller' did ;  all  folly  and  impertmence. 

•  •  •       ,        •       '  • 

Tri:  peculiar  province  of  iieauty  is  to  "^^f"*^ 
captivate  at  the  firft  fight,  and  to  retain  the  ^'^^\ 
captive  in  chains,  only  for  the  fhort  time 
that  is  neceffary  to  difcover  they  were 
forged  by  beauty  alone.  The  French  women 
in  general,  not  being  remarkable  for  beauty, 
feldom  jump  into  the  affeftions  of  a  man 
ail  at  once,  but  gain  upon  him  by  degrees, 
and  praAife  every  female  art  to  retain  him 

*  The  Jewi{h  dodlpr^h^ve  a  fable  cooccrning  the  etymology  of  the 
word  Eve,  which  one  would  almoft  be  tempted  to  fay  i$  realized  iii  the 
Preach  women.  **  Bve>  (ay  they,  eooies  from  a  wovd  which  (ignifies 
**  to  talk,  and  ihe  wa^  fo  called,  becaufe  fo^u.  after  the  creation,  there 
**  fell  £rom  heaven  twelve  baikets  full  of  chit  chat,  and  flie  picked  up 
*'  ati|e  of  thcnii  while  her  hufband  was  gacheriag  (he  other  three. 


m 


448  tHE    MISTORV 

^xit/'  ^"  ^^^^^  fervice,  as  long  as  inclinatibn  of 
v-ry\j-  convenience  fhall  diflate.  But  the  wind,  of 
the  faftiions  which  fhe  follows^  are  hardly 
more  inconftant  than  a  French  lady's  mind ; 
her  fole  joy  is  in  the  number  of  her  admi-* 
rers,  and  her  fole  pride  in  changing  them  as 
often  as  poflibk ;  over  the  whole  of  them  (he 
exercifes  the  moft  abfolute  power,  and  they 
are  zealoufly  attentive  even  to  prevent  hef 
^((rifhes^  by  performing  whatever  they  think 
flic  has  any  inclination  to*  Their  time,  their 
intereft,  and  aftivity,  are  wholly  devoted 
to  her  will,  or  rather  to  her  caprice,  and 
they  muft  not  prefume  to  exempt  any  talent 
or  power  from  the  moft  flavifh  fervitude  to 
her  pleafure.  Even  the  purfe,  that  moft  in- 
acceflible  thing  about  a  Frenchman,  mull 
pour  out  its  laft  fous,  at  the  call  of  his  mif- 
.  trefs;  and  (hotild  he  fail  in  this  particular^ 
he  would  be  immediately  difcarded  from 
her  train,  with  the  difgrace  of  having  pre- 
ferred Mercury  to  Venus,  which  would  ef< 
fe6lually  prevent  him  from  ever  gaining 
admittance  into  the  tfain  of  any  other  of 
the  fair;  a  mortification  exceedingly  un- 
fafhionable,    and   to  a  Frenchman  almoft 


intolerable. 


Tri£ 


d  F     W  O  M  £  ^f.  449 

Tna  Frenchwomen  reckon  themfelves  ^xinT* 
the  only  ones  in  the  world  who  can  drcfs  ^-^tk^ 
with  elegance^  and  behaVc  with  eafe;  and 
it  would  feem  by  the  influence  they  have 
gained  in  leading  every  fafhion^  ^d  dila- 
ting every  mode  of  behaviour,  that  even  the 
reft  of  Europe  has  not  denied  them  this 
pre-eraindnce ;  hence  they  have  contra£led 
a  ndtionad  pride^  which  makes  them  too  fre- 
quently look  down  on  the  inhabitants  of  all 
other  countries  as  mtferable  beings^;  only 
a  few  degrees  above  favage  barbarity.' 
While  a  French-waroan  is  able  td  drink  at 
the  ftream  of  pleafure,  {he  is  generally  art 
atheift;  as  her  tafte  for  that  dimihifhes^  (he 
becomes  gradually  religious,  and  w^en  fhe 
has  loft  it  altogether,  is  the  moft  bigotted 
devotee.  Evei^maternal  affeftion  muft  not 
interrupt  the  bufinefs  of  pleafure/  few  wo- 
men therefore  who  can  afford  to  do  other- 
wife,  nurfe  their  own  children,  or  take  care 
of  them  while  young/  But  to  conclude; 
On  comparing  the  different  accounts  of  the 
French  females  with  each  other,  we  aire  of 
opinion,  that  they  rather  facrifice  too  much 
of  their  delicacy  to  wit^  and  of  their  chaftity 
to  good-bteeding ;  that  they  pay  too  little 
Regard  to  charafter,  and  too  much  to  a 
Vol/L  M  m  ra  ridicn- 
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c*^,f.^'  ridiculous  opinion,  that  falhionable  people 

o^v>o  are  above  it ;  that  in  fine,  they  are  too  much 

the  creatures  of  art,  and  have  almoft  dif- 

carded  nature  as  much  from  their  feelings  as 

from  their  faces. 


Of  the         If  chaftity  is  none  of  the  moft  ftiining 
virtues  of  the  French,  it  is  ftill  lefs  fo  of  die 


women. 


Italians.  Almoil  every  traveller  who  has 
vifited  Italy,  agrees  in  defcribing  it  as  the 
moft  abandoned  of  all  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. At  Venice,  at  Naples,  and  indeed  in 
almoft  every  part  of  Italy,  women  are  taught 
from  their  infancy,  the  various  arts  of  al- 
luring to  their  arms  the  young  and  unwary, 
and  of  obtaining  from  them,  while  heated 
by  love  or  wine,  every  thing  that  flattery 
and  falfe  fmiles  can  obtai^  in  thefe  un- 
guarded moments;  fo  venal  are  the  women, 
and  fo  little  infamous  is  the  trade  of  profti- 
tution,  that  hardly  any  rank  or  condition 
fets  them  above  being  bribed  to  it,  nay  they 
are  even  frequently  affifted  by  their  male 
friends  and  acquaintances  to  drive  a  good 
bargain,  and  what  is  ftill  more  extraordi- 
nary, their  mothers ;  thefe  mothers  who 
ftiould  be  the  guardians  and  proteftors  of 
their  virtue,  authoritatively  debauch  it,  and 

{hame- 
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fliamefully  traffic  with  the  higheft  bidder  for  ^5ia.^* 
the  enjoyment  of  their  daughters,  alleging  ^^^"vnJ 
in  defence  of  fuch  an  infamous  praftice, 
that  they  do  fo  in  order  to  procure  as  much 
money  as  may  gain  them  admittance  into  a 
Nunnery,  where  they  may  leifurely  repent 
of  all  the  fins  they  have  committed ;  as  if 
religion  and  debauchery  were  by  thefe 
means  to  be  reconciled  to  each  other.  But 
it  is  not  in  this  inflance  only  that  they  flrive 
to  reconcile  thefe  oppofite  principles.  When 
they  have  made  the  beft  bargain  they  can 
with  a  gallant,  they  referve  to  themfelves  one 
day  in  the  week  to  dedicate  to  prayer  and 
their  patron  faint,  and  fet  up  an  image  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  in  their  apartments,  before 
which  they  let  down  a  curtain  when  they  ex- 
ercife  their  trade,  and  draw  it  up  again  when 
they  fay  their  prayers.  Nor  does  their  career 
of  debauchery  finifti  with  their  unmarried 
ftate  :  the  vows  of  fidelity  which  they  make 
at  the  altar,  are  like  the  vows  made  upon 
too  many  other  occafions,  only  confidered 
as  nugatory  forms,  which  law  has  obliged 
them  to  take,  but  cuftom  abfolved  them 
from  performing.  They  even  claim  and 
enjoy  greater  liberties  after  marriage  than 
l>efore ;  every  married  woman  has  a  cicifbioy^ 

Mmm  3  or 
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^  xui^*  or  gallant,  who  attends  her  to  all  public 
Cnro  places,  hands  her  in  and  out  of  her  carriage, 
picks  up  her  gloves  or  fan,  and  a  thou&nd 
other  Uttle  offices  of  t^e  lame  nature ;  bot 
this  is  only  his  public  employment,  as  a 
reward  for  which,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the 
lady  as  often  as  he  pleafes  ?it  a  place  of  re- 
tirement facred  to  themfelves,  where  no 
perfon,  not  even  the  moft  intrufive  hufband 
dare  enter,  to  be  witnefs  of  what  pafles  be- 
tween them.  This  has  been  confidered  by 
people  of  all  other  nations,  as  a  cudom  not 
{iltogether  confiflent  with  chaflity  and  purity 
pf  manners ;  the  Italians  themfelves,  how- 
ever, endeavour  to  juftify  it  in  their  conver-r 
fations  with  ftfangers,  and  Baretti  has  of 
late  publifhed  a  formal  vindication  of  it 
tp  the  world-  In  this  vindication  he  has 
not  only  deduced  ^.he  original  of  it  from 
pure  Platonic  love,  but  would  willingly 
perfuade  us  that  it  is  ftill  continued  upon 
the  fame  mental  principles ;  a  dottrine  which 
the  wprld  will  hardly  be  credulous  enough 
to  fwallow,  even  though  he  (bpuld  offer 
more  convincing  arguments  to  fuppprt  it 
than  he  has  already  done. 


If 
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If  tha  French  women  are  remarkable  for  ^  ^^^^* 
9  natiooal  pride,  which  induces  them  to  look   v-/^^o 
with  a  mixture  of  pity  and  contempt  upon 
every  female  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to 
belong  to  any  other  country,  the  Italians  are 
not  lefs  remarkable  for  a  family  pride,  which 
indigates  them  to  defpife,  as  beings  beneath 
their  notice,  every  one  who  cannot  reckon 
up  a  long  line  of  illuftrious  ancedors ;  and 
indeed  they  often  behave  as  if  they  were 
perfuadcd,  that  a  defcent  of  this  kind  con? 
ferred  upon  them    a   dignity   and  worth, 
which  all  their  own  worthlefs  infignificance 
jcannot     poffibly    ftain    or    deftroy.      The 
Spaniards  carry  this  fjimily  pride  even  far* 
ther  than  the  Italians,    and  the  Germans, 
perhaps,  ftill  farther  than  they.     In  other 
refpefts  the  women  of. Italy  approach  nearer 
to  the  French,  than  thofe  of  any  of  the 
European  kingdoms ;   they  are  not  quite  fo 
gay  and  volatile,  nor  do  they  fo  much  ex- 
cite the  rifibility  of  the  fpeftator ;  but  by  the 
foftnefs  qf  their  language,  and  their  man- 
ner, they  more  forcibly  pngage  the  heart ; 
they  are  not  fo  much  the  cameleon  or  the 
weathercock,  but  have  fome  decent  degree 
of  permanency  in  their  connexions,  whether 
of  love  or  friendfhip ;  not,  like  the  French, 

^areleH^ 
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^  xm^'  ^^^^^^^5  ^^^  divefted  of  jealoufy,  but  often 
crvxj  fufFering  it  to  tranfport  them  to  the  moft 
unwarrantable  a6lions. 


8pam<h  As  in  our  (ketches  of  thofe  of  France, 
their  cha-  we  have  almofl:  in  every  other  particular 
jaacf.  •  charafterifed  the  women  of  Italy,  we  (hall 
now  pafs  on  to  Spain;  a  kingdom  whofe 
inhabitants  we  are  leFs  acquainted  with,  and 
lefs  able  to  charafterife,  than  the  Hottentots* 
or  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges, 
This  circumftance  we  owe  to  the  Spaniards 
having  formerly  almoft  totally  fhut  up  their 
country  from  the  intrufion  of  ftrangers,  and 
to  the  genius  of  the  moft  modern  travellers, 
who,  in  paffing  through  it,  have  hardly 
deigned  to  take  notice  of  any  thing  that 
was  not  ftamped  at  leaft  with  the  rufl:  of  a 
thoufand  years.  From  the  little,  however, 
which  we  learn  of  the  travellers  who  have 
vifited  Spain,  that  people  have  no  great 
reafon  to  hoaft  of  the  fecurity  in  which 
they  fuppofe  they  have  placed  the  chaftity 
of  their  women,  by  the  affiftance  of  locks, 
bars,  and  old  duennas,  Chaftity  cannot  be 
properly  fecured  but  by  virtue,  and  virtue 
pever  yet  was  in  ft  il  led  by  force.  The 
Spaniards  havq  ^t  laft  attained  fenfibility 

enough 
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enough  to  difcovcr  this:    their  locks  and  ^",^*'' 
bars  are  falling  into  difufe;    nor  has  this    ootn^ 
freedom  made  their  women  lefs  attentive  to 
the  virtues  that  adorn  the  female  charaften 

There  is  in  the  Spaniards  a  native  dig- 
nity; which,  though  the  fource  of  many  in-  ♦ 
conveniences,  has  neverthelefs  this  falutary 
eiFefl:,  that  it  fets  them  above  almoft  every 
fpecies  of  meannefs  and  infidelity.  Nor  is 
this  a  quality  peculiar  to  the  men ;  it  diffufes 
itfelf  in  a  great  meafure  among  the  women 
alfo ;  and  its  effefts  are  vifible^  both  in  their 
conftancy  in  love  and  friendftiip,  in  which 
refpefts  they  are  the  very  reverfe  of  the 
French  women.  Their  affeftions  are  not  to 
be  gained  by  a  bit  of  fparkling  lace,  or  a 
tawdry  fet  of  liveries ;  nor  are  they  to  be  loft 
by  the  appearance  of  ftill  finer.  Their  de- 
portment is  rather  grave  and  referved ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  they  have  much  more  of  the 
prude  than  the  coquette  in  their  compofi- 
tion.  Being  more  confined  at  home,  and  lefs 
engaged  in  bufinefs  and  pleafure,  they  take 
more  care  of  their  offspring  than  the  French, 
and  have  a  becoming  tendernefs  in  their 
difpofition  to  all  animals,  b\it  an  heretic 
and  a  rival.  Something  more  than  a  cen- 
tury 
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^xiV*'  ^^^y  ^S^»  ^^^  MarquifsD'  Aftrogas,  having 
yy*y\>  prevailed  on  a  young  woman  of  great 
beauty  to  become  his  miftrefs,  the  Mar- 
chionefs  hearing  bf  it,-  went  to  her  lodgings 
with  fome  affaflins,  killed  her,  tore  out  her 
heart,  cafried  it  home^  made  a  ragout  of 
it,  and  prefented  the  difli  to  the  Marqaifs ; 
*•  it  is  exceedingly  good,"  faid  he,  "  do 
^  wonder,"  anfwered  (he,  "  fince  it  is  ma<k! 
^  of  the  heart  of  that  creature  you  To  much 
**  doated  on ;"  and  to  confirm  whatt  fee  had 
faid,  ftie  immediately  drew  out  her  head  all 
bloody  from  beneath  her  hoop,  and  rdUed 
it  on  the*  floor,  her  eyes  fparkling  all  Ae 
time  with  a  mixture  of  plcafure  and  in-» 
iernal  fury. 

Some  ceViniries  ago,  the  Spaniards  were 
the  greatefl  flaves  in  the  world  to  form  and 
etiquette ;  the  manner  in  which  their  mo* 
narchs  and  grandees  fhould  behave  on  every 
occafion,  was  not  only  prefcribed,  but,  like 
the  law^s  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  unal- 
terable. The  habits  they  were  to  wear  on 
fuch  days,  the  time  they  were  to  fpend  iir 
the  country  and  in  the  town,  the  airings 
they  were  to  take,  the  procefTions  they  wcte 
to  join  in,  the  hour  at  which  they  were  ta 
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go  to  bed  at  night,  and  to  rife  in  the  mom-  ^  ^^^j^* 
iflg>  were  all  regiftercd  in  a  book  kept  for  v-nro 
the  purpofe;  This  etiquette  was  peculiarly 
hard  upon  the  Queens  of  Spain^  they  were 
not  to  look  out  at  a  window,  nor  to  be  touch- 
ed on  c^ftain  parts  of  the  body  upon  pain  of 
death ;  a  reftriftion  which  had  almoft  proved 
fatal  to  the  confort  of  Charles  IL  One  day 
going  to  take  an  airing,  (he  mounted  a  fpi- 
rited  horfe,  the  animal  reared  and  threw  hery 
her  foot  hung  in  the  ftirrup,  die  horfe  grew 
diilraded  and  ran  furioufly  along,  all  the 
court  faw  her  danger,  but  it  was  death  to 
touch  her  ankle,  and  fhe  could  not  other- 
ways  be  difentanjgled*  The  King  himfelf 
being  a  fpeftator  of  the  accident,  cried 
out  to  thofe  about  him  to  affifl  her,  the 
law  forbade  the  afliftance  he  a(ked,  and 
nobody  for  fome  time  offered  to  ftir.  At 
laft  one  gentleman  caught  the  horfe  by  ' 
the  bridle,  and  another,  at  the  rifque  of 
his  life,  difengaged  the  Queen's  foot ;  both 
immediately  difappeared  in  the  croud,  and 
galloping  home,  took  frelh  horfes  and  fledf. 
When  the  Queen  recovered  from  her  fright^ 
fhe  defired  to  fee  her  deliverers,  a  noblemant 
informed  her  that  they  were  fled,  to  avoid 
the  punifhment  threatened  by  law  againft 
Vol.  L  N  n  n  thof« 
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^  xiir ^'  thofc  who  (hould  touch  the  ankle  of  a  Queetf 
<^^Y\j  of  Spain.  The  Queen,  who  was  a  French- 
woman, and  Ignorant  of  this  prerogative  of 
her  ankle,  folicited  their  pardon^  obtained 
it  in  form,  and  having  recalled  them  to 
court,  made  each  of  them  a  prefent  fuitable 
to  the  merit  of  his  fervice. 

The  Spar^ards  are  indulgent  almoft  be- 
yond mcafure  to  their  women^  and  there 
are  feveral  fituations  in  which  they  take 
every  advantage  of  this  indulgence.  A  kept 
miftrefs  has,  by  indifputable  cuftom^  a  ri^t 
to  a  new  fuit  of  clothes,  according  to  the 
quality  of  her  keeper,  as  often  as  {he  b 
blooded ;  and  it  is  only  feigning  a  flight  ill^ 
iiefs,  and  being  on  a  proper  footing  with 
the  Doftor,  to  procure  this  as  often  as  fee 
pleafes.  A  lady  to  whom  a  Ca\'allero  pays 
his  addreflei^,  is  fole  miftrefs  of  his  time  and 
money ;  and  Ihould  he  refafe  her  any  re- 
quefl;,  reafonable  or  capricious,  it  would 
refled  eternal  diihonour  upon  hrm  among 
the  men^p  and  make  him  the  deteilation  of 
all  the  women.  But  in  no  (ituation  does 
their  charaS:er  appear  fo  whimiical,  or  their 
fower  lb  confpicuous,  as  when. they  are 
bteeding^    In  this  cafe^  tirhatever  they  long 

for, 
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for,  whatever  they  a&,  or  whatever  they  ^5^i^* 
have  an  mclination  to  do,  they  nrnft  be  <j^y^\j 
indulged  in.  But  this  whimfical  indulgence 
is  fometimes  ufcd  improperly  ;  for  it  has 
been  known,  that  young  men  who  could 
not  gain  admitt^^nce  to  the  wives  of  others^ 
whom  they  wanted  to  debauch^  have  drefled 
themfelves  like  women  with  child,  and  in 
this  difguifc  carried  on  their  intrigues  uij. 
fufpcded. 

It  would  greatly  eixcced  the  limits  we  ^*"^** 
have  prefcribed  to  ourfelves,  were  we  to  tfcns'on 
give  a  minate  detail  of  the  charafler  and  ^  ^""^ 
condu^  of  the  women  in  every  country  of  ^^  "^^ 
Europe ;  we  (hall  therefore  confine  our  fub'^ 
jeft  to  a  few  obfervations  of  a  more  general 
nature  than  thofe  we  have  juft  now  ex- 
hibited.    Though  the  Germans  are  rather 
a  dull  and  phlegmatic  people,  though  not 
greatly  enflaved  by  the  warmer  paffions, 
yet  at  the  court  of  Vienna  they  are  much 
given  to  intrigue;  and  an  amour  is  fo  far 
from  being  fcandalous,   that  a  woman  gains 
credit  by  the  rank  df  her  gallant,  and  is 
reckoned  filly  and  unfafhionable,  if  fhe  fcru*- 
pulouily  adheres  to  the  virtue  of  chaftity, 
3m;  fuch  pifloms,  it  is  hoped,  are  more  the 

N  n  n  2  cuftoms 
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P^n/*  cuftoms  of  courts,  than  of  places  lefs  ex» 
L/^-v  pofed  to  temptation,  and  confequently  lefs 
diffolute ;  and  we  are  well  affured,  that  in 
all  the  nations  we  have  mentioned,  there  are 
many  women  who  do  honour  to  humanity, 
not  by  chaftity  only,  but  alfo  by  a  v?triety 
pf  other  yirtjiesy 

The  greateft  part  of  the  other  European 
pations,  not  having  yet  arrived  at  that  point 
in  the  fcale  of  politeriefs,  where  nature  be- 
gins to  be  difcarded,  and  religion  obliterated, 
their  women  ?ire  of  courfe  lefs  the  votaries 
of  the  Cyprian  goddefs.  In  Great-Britain, 
moft  parts  of  Germany,  Holland,  Switzcr* 
land,  Pruflia,  Poland,  Denmark,  Norway, 
and  Ruflia,  chaiHty  is  dill  a  fafhionable 
virtue,  and  the  other  female  virtues  attend 
in  her  train,  Indelicacy  is  not  fubjlituted 
for  wit,  nor  are  double  entendres  almoil 
jever  heard  from  the  lips  of  any  female  above 
?in  oyfter-wcnch  or  a  proftitute.  Some  wo- 
inen,  indeed,  of  the  higher  ranks  in  England 
have  of  late  fet  fcaijdal  at  defiance,  and 
laughed  at  charafter ;  but  they  have  com^ 
monly  found  themfclves  engaged  in  an 
unequal  conteft;  the  lafli  of  fcandal  has 
^ade  them  fmart,  in  fpitc  of  their  feeming 

indiffer- 
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indifference;  and  their  want  of  a  good  xrhu-  ^"iti.'*' 
rafter  has  excluded  them  almoft  from  every  i^'-vxj 
company,  and  of  courffe  from  rtiore  than 
half  the  joys  of  life.  Their  pernicious  ex- 
ample is,  however,  in  our  opinion,  not 
widely  diffufed.  Our  women  ard,  in  general, 
chafte  and  delicate ;  and  while  we  do  not 
give  improper  countenance  to  thofe  who 
have  afted  otherwife,  will  continue  to  be  fo. 
But  fliould  the  unhappy  period  ever  arrive, 
when  our  men  (hall  not  diRinguifh  between 
her  who  is  virtuous,  and  her  who  is  not,  the 
chara£ler  we  have  here  given  of  our  women 
will  no  longer  exift,  and  we  fliall  have  our-# 
felves  to  blame  for  having  deftroyed  it^ 

• 
But  befides  the  virtues  oF  modefty  and 
chaftity,  in  which  the  women  of  Europe 
far  furpafs  all  others,  they  are  not  lefs  diftin* 
guifhable  for  many  other  good  qualities  both 
of  the  head  and  of  the  heart.  It  is  only  in 
fome  of  the  politer  European  nations,  we 
meet  with  that  inexpreflible  foftnefs  and 
delicacy  of  manners,  which,  cultivated  by 
education,  appears  as  much  fuperior  to  what 
it  does  without  it,  ^s  the  polifhed  diamond 
appears  fuperior  to  that  which  is  rough  from 
the  mine.     In  all  other  parts  of  the  world, 

woipcft 
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^  xitt^*  women  have  attained  lo  fo  little  knowledge, 
t-/v\j  and  fo  little  confequence,  that  we  copfider 
their  virtues  as  merely  of  the  negative 
kind.  In  Europe  they  confiil  not  only  in 
abftinence  from  evil^  but  in  doing  good 
There  we  fee  the  fex  every  day  exerting 
ihemfelves  iri  afts  of  benevolence  and  cha* 
rity,  in  relieving  the  diftrefles  of  the  body, 
and  bindii^  up  the  wounds  of  the  mind ;  in 
reconciling  the  differences  of  friends,  and 
preventing  the  llrifc  of  enemies;  and,  to 
fum  up  all,  in  that  cai:e  and  attention  to 
their  offsprings  which  i^  fo  neceifary  aQ4 
effeatial  a  part  of  thcic  duty. . 

•  .      •  .    . 

It  has  been  alleged  as  a  proof  of  female 
weaknefs,  that  the  fex  are  more  fufceptible 
of  religious  impreffions,  and  lefs  apt  to  ex« 
amine  them,  than  the  men.  That  their 
minds  are  more  attuned  to  the  foothing  ideas 
of  religion,  we  readily  allow;  and  we  as 
confidently  affirm,  that  to  this  quality  they 
owe  much  of  their  charms,  and  we,  our 
knowledge  of  a  religion,  whofe  precepts 
breathe  the  pureft  morality,,  hold  out  the 
furell  means  of  attaining  happinefs  on  earthy 
and  eternal  felicity  in  heaven.  Women 
\iy   their  influence,   firft  difi^minated  this 

fublime 
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fublime  religion  in  moft  parts  of  Europe,  ^"iti^* 
It  was  brought  to  RufTia  by  a  fifter  of  the  v./^yx> 
emperor  Conftantine,  who  was  married  to 
King  Jariflaus,  Miceflaus,  duke  of  Poland, 
was  converted  to  it  by  his  wife.  It  was  car- 
ried by  the  fame  means  into  Bulgaria,  and 
when  it  was  nearly  eradicated  in  England, 
it  was  again  revived  by  the  daughter  of 
Childebert  of  France,  who  was  married  to 
Ethelbert.  We  might  enumerate  more  king- 
doms into  which  chriftianity  was  introduced 
by  women,  but  we  conclude  with  obferving. 
that,  if  credulity  be  among  the  number 
of  their  faults,  it  is  not  always  an  undif* 
ceming  credulity,  and  in  this  laft  inftance 
has  turned  out  greatly  to  our  advantage. 

But,  as  imj>artial  hiftorians,  we  hold  not 
up  the  fair  fide  of  the  pifture  only,  but  fhall 
turn  to  the  other  alfo.  This  lefs  lovely  fide, 
however,  we  (hall  prefent  to  our  female 
readers,  without  any  of  the  fournefs  of  the 
declairaer,  or  the  farcaftical  fneering  of  the 
fetirift;  being  fully  fenfible,  efpecially  when 
we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  fofter  fex,  that 
a  reproof  is  half  loft,  where  ill-nature  is 
joined ;  and  having  only  in  view,  the  im- 
provcsnent    of  their  imderftandings,    and 

leading 
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^  xiti* '  '^ing  them  by  gentle  arts  to  thofe  paths 
v/^'x^  of  reftitude  and  decorum,  from  which  feme 
of  them  have  deviated. 

Though  we  have  declared  it  as  our 
•  opinion,  that  there  is  in  Europe  more  fe- 
male virtue  than  in  any  other  place  on  the 
globe,  yet  even  here,  we  find  women  liable 
.  to  a  variety  of  foibles  and  failings.  As 
challity  is  fo  highly  valued  in  almofl:  all  the 
nations  of  our  continent,  we  often  meet 
with  women  who  are  foolifh  enough  to  per- 
fuade  themfel  ves,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade 
the  world,  that  the  poflcflion  of  it  can  atone 
for  the  want  of  every  other  thing  amiable 
and  virtuous;  and  if  any  one  is  hardy 
enough  to  hint  at  their  faults,  they  anfwer 
with  no  fmall  feverity,  in  the  cant  phrafe, 
"  /  avi  an  honejl  xvoman,  at  UaJlJ* 

There  is  amongft  us  another  female 
charafter,  which  we  denominate  the  out-' 
rageoujly  virtuous.  Women  of  this  {lamp 
never  fail  to  feize  all  opportunities  of  ex- 
claiming, in  the  bittereft  manner,  againfl 
every  one  upon  whom  even  the  ilightelt 
fufpicion  of  indifcretion  or  unchaftity  has 
fallen;  taking  care^   as  they  go  along,  to 

magnify 


tttagnify  every  mole-hill  into  a  mountaiiij  ^xnif* 
and  every    thoughdefs   freedom  into   the   ^^^vvi 
blacked  enormity.     But  befides  the  illibera- 
lity  of  thus  treating  fuch  as  may  frequently 
be  innocent^  you  may  credit  us,  dear  coun- 
trywomen, vrhen  we  aver;  that  fuch  a  be- 
haviqur,  inftead  of  making  you  appear  more 
virtuxixus,  .only  draws  down  lipon  you,  by 
tiiofe  who  know  the  world,  fufpicions  not 
tnucb  to  your  Advantage*    Your  fex  are  in 
general  iiifpefted  by  ours,  of  being  too  much 
addi3:ed  to  fcandaj  and  tdefamation;  thefe 
crimes,  however,  we  pcrfuade  ourfelves  you 
are  lels  gtiihy  of  than  is  commonly  believed^ 
But  there  is  another,  of  a  nature  not  more 
excufable,  from  which  we  cannot  fo  much 
exculpate  you  ;  it  is,  that  harfti  and  forbid- 
ding appearance  you  put  on,  and  that  ill- 
treatment,   which  you  think   neceflary  to 
beftow  upon  vice,  for  the  illuftration  of  youf 
own  virtue^     A  behaviour  of  this  nature, 
befides  being  fo  oppofite  to  that  meek  and 
gentle  fpirit  which  (hould  diftinguilh  female 
nature,  is  in  every  refpeft  contrary  to  the 
charitable    and    forgiving    temper  of   the 
Chriftian  religion^  and  infalliably  ftiuts  the 
cbof  of  tepentartce  againft  an  unfortunate 
fitter,  mWing,  perhaps,  to  abandon  die  vices 
VoL^  I4  O  o  o  into 
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^  xin^'  ^"^^  which  hcedlefs  inadvertency  had  plung- 
WY\^    ed  her,  and  from  which  none  of  you  can 
promife  yourfelves  an  abfolute  fecurity. 

We  wi{h  not,  fair  countrywomen,  like  the 
declaimer  and  fatirift,  to  paint  you  all  vice 
and  imperfeftion,  nor,  like  the  venal  pane- 
gyrift,  to  exhibit  you  all  virtue.  As  impar- 
tial hiftorians,  we  confefs  that  you  have,  in 
the  prefent  age,  many  virtues  and  good 
qualities,  which  were  either  nearly  or  al- 
together unknown  to  your  anceftors;  but 
do  you  not  exceed  them  in  fome  follies  and 
vices  alfo  ?  Is  not  the  levity,  diflipation,  and 
extravagance  of  the  women  of  this  century 
carried  rather  too  far?  Is  not  the  courfe 
which  you  fteer  in  life,  almoft  entirely  di- 
refted  by  fafhion  and  pleafure?  And  are 
there  not  too  many  of  you,  who,  throwing 
afide  reafon  and  refleflion,  and  defpiling  the 
counfel  of  your  friends  and  relations,  feem 
determined  to  follow  the  mode  of  the  w^orld, 
however  it  may  be  direfted  by  folly,  and 
however  it  may  be  contaminated  with  vice? 
Do  not  you  drefs,  and  appear,  above  your 
ilation,  and  are  not  many  of  you  afhamed 
to  be  feen  performing  the  duties  of  it  ?  To 
fum  up  all^  do  not  too,  too  many  of  you  a<B 

as 
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as  if  you  thought  the  care  of  a  family,  and  ^  ^^^^' 
the  other  domeftic  virtues,  beneath  your  at-  unrsj 
tention,  and  that  the  fole  end  for  which  you 
were  fent  into  the  world,  was  to  pleafe  and 
divert  yourfelves,  at  the  expence  of  thofe 
poor  wretches  the  men,  whom  you  confider 
as  obliged  to  fupport  you  in  every  kind  of 
idleneis  and  extravagance?  While  fuch  is 
your  conduft,  and  while  the  contagion  is 
every  day  increafing,  you  are  not  to  be  fur-- 
prifed  that  the  men,  though  fond  of  you  as 
playthings  in  the  hours  of  mirth  and  revelry, 
ftiun  at  other  times  every  ferious  conneftion 
with  you ;  and  while  they  wifh  to  be  pofleffed 
of  your  charms,  are  fo  much  afraid  of  your 
'manners  and  conduft,  that  they  prefer  the 
chearlefs  ftate  of  a  batchelor,  to  the  number- 
lefs  evils  arifing  from  being  tied  to  a  modern 
wife. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  few  i^'fl^crcn^ 
general   obfervations   on  the  charafteriftic  the  paft 
differences  of  the  pad  and  prefent  ages  of  V"^  ^J^' 

*  ^  <^  fcnt  times 

the  world.  Such,  among  many,  is  the  par- 
tiality of  admiring  whatever  is  paft,  and 
defpifmg  whatever  is  prefent,  that  every 
thing  fiamped  with  the  ruft  of  remote  anti- 
quity muft  infalliably  be  good  and  virtuous, 

Ooo  15  and 
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^-  and  every  thing  of  a  niodern  date  d£  ui)^ 
\y^r\y  queftionably  infignificant  and  vicious.  At^ 
cording  to  fuch,  the  times  of  the  patriarchs 
trere  the  beft  and  happiefl;  periods  .of  the 
xv^orld,  even  fo  much  fo,  that  they  were  difp 
tinguiftipd  by  the  fplendid  title  of  golden 
^ge,  while  our  modern  times  are  branded 
witli  the  epithet  of  the  age  of  iron.  To 
enhance  the  value  of  this  golden  age,  many 
authors  of  confiderable  merit  have  laboured 
to  perfuade  us,  that  the  earth  brought  forth 
her  fruit  fpontaneoufly,  that  the  lion  and  the 
tyger  were  harmlefs  as  the  lamb,  and  that 
mankind,  free  from  pride,  ambition^  avarice, 
and  all  the  fordid  and  tumultous  paflionsi 
lived  in  the  moil  happy  fccurity  and  fimplir 
pity ;  and  fome  have  even  gone  fo  far,  as  to 
reprefent  thefe  times  as  exempted  from  thofc 
infirmities  to  which  nature,  folly,  and  cli? 
fnate,  have  always  fubje£le4  humanity. 

Such  authors  as  we  have  mentioned 
would  make  us  believe,  that  vipe  and  folly 
were  equally  unknown  to  the  happy  beings 
^hey  have  placed  in  ^he  firft  ages  of  the 
world;  but  all  th^t  remains  of  the  hiftory 
pf  thefe  ages,  teaches  quite  another  dodrine, 
and  demonftrates  that,  almoil  from  the  re* 

moteft 
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moteft  antiduity,  there  were  wars,  entered  ^  "  ^  p- 
into  with  the  moft  flagrant  injullice,  iand   v-/^w> 
carried  on  with  the  moll  ihocking  inhu^ 
manity;  murders  and  robberies  conftantly 
committed,  and  wanton  cruelties  often  exe- 
cuted without  any  provocation;   that  bro- 
ther cheated  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  his 
brother ;   that  the  fair  fex  were  maltreated 
and  abufed ;  and  in  fine,  that  a  favage  bar- 
barity of  manners  fubjefted  every  thing  to 
fuperior  ftrength.    They  would  likewife  per.- 
fuade  us,  that  pomp  and  luxury  were  then 
altogether  unknown;    but  thefc  are   only 
comparative,  not  abfolute  terms ;  as  what 
might  well  deferve  the  name  of  luxury  in 
one  period,  would  be  the  utmoft  fimplicity 
in  another.     We   grant  indeed,  that  thofe 
elegant  pleafures  which  are  the  refult  of 
)cnowledge,  induftry,  and  the  fine  arts,  had 
then  no  exiftence;  but  they  had  a  pomp 
and  a  luxury  proportioned  to  their  riches, 
and  to  the  pleafures  with  which  they  were 
ficquainted,  and  in  thefe  they  exerted,  nay 
even  overftretched  themfelves  perhaps  as 
inuch  as  in  our  modern  times, 

Those  abandoned  cities  which  were  con^ 
fumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  need  not  be 

t)rought 
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^  "ill  ^*  brought  as  examples  of  the  total  corraption 
u^y^o   of  ancient  manners.     We  have  unhappily 
too  many  other  proofs  of  it,  and  of  thefe 
the  diffidence  that  every  one  then  enter- 
tained of  his  neighbour,  is  not  the  weakeft. 
Abraham  and  Ifaac,  both  apprehended  that 
they  would  be  flain  for  the  fake  of  their 
wives;  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 
a  man  to  require  an  oath  of  his  neighbour 
that  he  would  do  him  no  harm.    The  ftories 
of  Judah  and  Tamar,  his  daughter-in-law, 
and  of  the  rape  of  Dinah,  give  us  fome  idea 
of  the  debauchery  and  injuftice  which  then 
reigned  upon  the  earth,     Judah  condemned 
Tamar  to  fuffer  death  for  the  crime  that  he 
had  committed  with  her,  and  the  perfidious 
fons  of  Jacob  flew  the  Schemites  after  they 
had  ratified  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them  in 
the  mofl  foleran  manner.     Nor  were  fidelity 
and  honour  more  refpe£led  in  private  than 
in  public   life ;  Jacob  bargained   with  his 
uncle  to  ferve  him  feven  years  for  his  daugh- 
ter Rachel ;  when  the  fervice  was  accom- 
pliOied,    Laban  fliamefuUy  impofed  upon 
him  Leah,  and  had  even  the  effrontery  to 
juftify  what  he  had  done,  and  exaft  another 
feven  years  fervice  for  Rachel.    Jacob  de- 
ceived his  brother  Ef^m ;  and  the  fpns  o£ 

Jacob 
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Jacob  fold  Jofeph  their  brother  as  a  flave.  ^^jf/'- 
Such  were  mankind  in  the  patriarchal  ages,     u^^xi 

When  we  trace  their  charaflcr  through 
the  fubfequent  periods  mentioned  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  we  meet  with  a  numerous 
lift  of  the  fame  enormities  and  crimes. 
When  from  this  facred  -  repofitory,  we  turn 
towards  the  traditions  and  fragments  of  the 
hiftory  of  other  nations,  they  do  not  give  us 
a  more  favourable  idea  of  thefe  primitive 
times ;  from  them  we  learn,  that  men  lived 
at  firft  without  government,  and  without 
law,  without  mutual  confidence,  or  mutual 
friend  (hip;  paflion  and  appetite  diflated 
what  they  fhould  do,  and  they  were  not  fo- 
iicitous  about  the  juftice,  but  only  about 
the  convenience  and  utility  of  their  actions. 
The  whole  of  the  political  hiftory  of  ancient 
Egypt  is  a  fcene  of  flaughter  and  injuftice. 
The  cruelty  and  other  crimes  of  Semiramis 
excite  our  indignation,  and  the  mad  ex- 
ploits of  Alexander,  were  they  not  fo  much 
marked  with  blood,  would  almoft  excite  our 
laughter.  The  heroic  ages  of  Greece  ex- 
hibit little  befides  rape,  murder,  and  adul- 
tery ;  and  the  fubfequent  periods  arc  full  of 
tyranny,  profcription,  and  oppreflion. 

The 
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^  5.»^'      The  Romans  were  at  firft  a  let  of  lawleli 

<.>rwi  banditti;  after  they  had  formed  themfelvw 

into  a  community,  and  peopled  Rome,  they 

became    famous   for   moderatiofi   and  juf* 

tice,  if  the  intereft  of  the  republic  was  not 

concerned;    at  laft^  they  turned  the  moft 

venal  and  profligate  of  matikind-     When 

the  Roman  empire  was  deftroyed^  were  the 

crimes  of  the  people  extirpated;  ot  does 

hiftory  paint  mankind  as  meliorated  by  (o 

great  an  event  ?  The  feverfe  we  are  afraid 

is  the  cafe ;  gloomy  fuperflition  tiow  ftartcd 

up,  perfecution  ftalked  terribly  behind  her, 

and   drenched  Europe    in  blood,      Rome 

erefted  a  fpiritual,   where  (he  had  loft  a 

tempofal    authority,    and   indifcritoinatel)^ 

trampled  on  the  rights  of  heaveti  and  earth, 

Scarcely  was  there  a    nation    among   us/ 

Ivhofe  roads  were  not  infefted  with  gatfigs  o( 

lawlefs  aflallins,  who  robbed  and  murdered! 

the  traveller  as  he  went  along,  and  the  lavrs 

were  too  feeble  to  bring  thefe^  or  even  fin- 

gle  offenders,  to  juftice.     Nor  was  even  a 

man's  own  houfe  an  afylum,  his  ftrongcr 

neighbour  often  entered  it  in  the  nighty  and 

bereaved  him  at  once  of  property  and  of  life. 

Cruelty  reigned  ttiumphatit,    and  fported 

-with  human  jnifery  and  afiSiJ^km.    Tonum 

wert 
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« 

Vtfre  {)rolonged  amid  a  croud  of  exulting  ^  ^^^^' 
fpeftators,  nor  could  childhood,  nor  dotage^  v^ynj 
nor  rank,  nor  fex,  plead  exemption.  The 
rich  had  it  always  in  their  power  to  deftroy 
the  poor,  and  whoever  was  able  to  pay  four 
hundred  cfowns,  might,  ffom  revenge  or' 
waritonnefs,  mutder  a  bi(hop;  for  half  that 
fum  he  might  kill  a  prieft^  commit  a  rape^ 
or  poifon  his  neighbour.  In  the  eighth  and 
ninth  centuries,  thc^  Greek  empire  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  exhibited  a  fcene  hardly  td  be 
equalled  in  the  annals  of  mankind;  from 
the  throne  to  the  dunghill,  all  was  ftrata-* 
gem,  poifouj  and  aflaflination ;  nothing  was 
fecure  biit  ftrength,  and  even  that  was  no 
longer  fo  than  it  continued  watchful*  Nor 
was  the  reft  of  Europe  in  a  much  happief 
ftate,  the  barons  forced  out  their  vaflals  to 
deftroy  neighbours  who  had  not  offended 
them,  and  fet  at  nought  the  mandate  of  the 
monarch  who  ordered  them  to  remain  in 
peace ;  nay,  they  even  contemned  the  power* 
of  the  church,  great  as  it  then  was ;  and 
her  feeble  edifts,  ordaining  that  there  Oiould 
be  no  fighting  from  thurfday  till  monday  at 
day  break,  nor  in  the,  time  of  Lent,  nor  in 
that  of  other  folemnities,  were  but  little 
regarded.  But  what  regard  could  the  church 
Vol.  I.  Ppp  expeft 
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c  xiti^'  expeft  to  be  paid  to  edi&s,  which  (he  held 
V./W;  out  in  the  one  hand  againft  crimes,  while 
in  the  other  (he  held  indulgencies  for  thole 
whofhould,  and  remiffions  for  thofe  who 
had  already  committed  them?  Such  was 
the  pi6lure  of  Europe  till  the  beginning  of 
the  fixteenth  century,  when  by  a  variety  of 
caufes,  which  it  is  not  our  province  to  enu- 
merate, manners  began  to  foften,  juftice  ta 
triumph  over  oppreflion,  and  fociety  to  al- 
fume  that  order  and  fecurity  in  which  we 
now  happily  behold  it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 


Of  the  Influc7u:e  of  Female  Society. 

WOMAN,  the  fruitful  fource  of  half  chap. 
our  joys,  and  perhaps  of  more  than  <-^vxj 
half  our  ibrrows,  watis  not  intended  folely  to 
propagate  and  nouiifh  the  fpecies,  but  to 
form  us  for  fociety,  to  give  an  elegance  to 
our  manners,  a  relifh  to  our  pleafures,  to 
footh  oiir  afSidions,  and  to  foften  our  cares* 
Of  all  the  various  caufes  which  influence 
oUr  conduft,  our  feelings,  and  our  fenti- 
ments,  none  operate  fo  powerfully  as  the 
fociety  of  women.  If  perpetually  confined 
to  their  company,  they  infalliably  ftamp 
upon  us  effeminacy,  and  fome  other  of  the 
fignatures  of  their  nature.  If  conftantly 
excluded  from  it,  we  contract  a  roughnefs 
of  behaviour,  and  flovenlinefs  of  perfon, 
fufficient  to  point  out  to  us  the  lofs  we  have 
fuftained*  If  we  fpend  a  reafonable  portion 
of  our  time  in  the  company  of  women,  and 
another  in  the  company  of  our  own  fex,  it 
\%  then  only  that  we  imbibe  a  proper  fhare 

P  p  p  a  of  . 
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c "A P.  of  the  foftnefs  of  the  female,  and  at  the 

XIV» 

w>nro    fame  time  retain  the  firmnefs  and  conftancy 
of  the  male, 

jEflfedb  of      But  roughnefs  of  behaviour  and  flovcn-. 
pany  of    Hnefs  of  perfon,  are  not  all  the  difadvantages 
women,    which  the  men  feel  from  the  want  of  female 
company,  even  their  gait  affumes  a  more 
jmcouth  appearance,  their  voice  a  hoarier 
find  lefs  mufical  tone;  their  fenfations  be^ 
come  lefs  delicate,  their  fcntimcjnts  lefs  reli- 
gious, and  their  paffions  feem  to  have  more 
pf  the  brutal,  than  thofe  of  the  reft  of  their 
fex;  circumftances  \vhich    appear  but  too 
confpicuous   in  failors,  miners,  and  others, 
Tvho  either  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  their 
time  altogether  without  women,  or  in  the 
company  of  fuch  as  have  loft  eyery  female 
excellence.     Should  ijt  be  alleged,  that  thefe 
alterations  are  owing  to  the  horrj4  trade  of 
w^ar,  in  which  failors  are  fo  often  engaged, 
the  faipe  thing  ftiQuld  then  be  obferved  in 
foldiers.     Should  we  have  recourfe  to  the 
fyrlincfs  pf  the  winds  and  waves,  againit 
vhich  they  maintain  a  perpetual  combat, 
though  thefe  may  in  fome  meafure  account 
fpr  tlieir  behaviour,  yet  it  will  appear  to  an 
accurate  obferver,  that  the  ultimate  caufe  is 

only 


men* 
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only  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  that  focial  ^ ^[iv. '* 
intercourfc  with  the  other  fex,  which  of  all    ^y>r\J 
things  has  the  moft  powerful  tendency  to 
foften  and  humanize  the  mind^* 

Though  men  fecluded  from  the  company  ^^" 
of  women,  become  the  molt  rude  and  un-  their  foft- 
cuhivated  of  animals,    vet  women  almoft  '^c^'^^^^cn 

^  excladed 

entirely  fecluded  from  the  company  of  men,  from  the 
in  fome  particular  cafes,  fcarcely  lofe  any 
thing  of  their  foftnefs  and  delicacy.  In 
nunneries,  we  often  perfuade  ourfelves,  that 
thefe  qualities  rather  increafe ;  but  here  we 
are  to  confider,  that  women  fo  placed, 
are  not  altogether  excluded  from  the  com- 
pany of  men,  having  frequent  opportu^ 
nities  of  feeing  and  converfihg  with  them 
through  a  grate.  And  befides,  the  melan- 
choly refleflions  on  the  fweets  of  fociety,  of 
friendftiip,  and  above  all,  of  love,  which 
they  have  for  ever  loft ;  give  them  an  air  of 
penfive  melancholy,  which  never  fails  to 
make  the  fex  appear  more  lovely,  and  to 
raife  our  pity,  a  paflion  which,  we  may  fay, 
when  it  has  beauty  for  its  objeft,  is  more 
than  fifter  to  love,  and  infpjres  us  with  the 
ftrongeft  partiality. 


But 
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*^  vif  *  But  though  women  who  are  ftiut  up  by 
4-/^v-o  themfelvcs,  preferve  their  native  foftncfs  and 
wu"  hlfft  ^^li^^ury,  yet  thofe  of  them,  who,  abandoned 
trhen  con-  by,  OF  defpifing  the  company  of  their  own 
^fl!^^      fex,  aflbciate  only  with  ours,  foon  become 

livith  men,  '  ^  ' 

the '  rougheft  and  moft  uncultivated  of  the 
human  fpecies :  A  fa£l  which  the  experience 
of  every  one  muft  have  abundantly  demon* 
ilrated  to  him,  and  which  affords  the  ftrong* 
eft  poflible  proof  of  the  falutary  influence 
of  female  fociety.  But  in  order  to  (hew 
more  particularly  the  benefits  arifing  from 
this  fource,  let  us  take  a  (hort  view  of  the 
flate  of  fociety  among  the  ancients,  and  in 
thofe  countries,  where,  at  prefent,  men  and 
women  live  almoft  conftantly  feparated  from 
each  other,  and  where  the  men  feldora 
or  never  deign  to  vifit  the  women  but  to 
{hew  their  authority,  or  to  gratify  animal 
appetite. 

View  of        When  we  look  back  to  the  more  early 

the  early  ^g^s  of  antiquity,  we  find  but  little  focial 

■««•        intercourfe  between  the  two  fexes,  and,  in 

confequence  thereof,   we  difcern  that   the 

,  men  were  lefs  courteous,  and  the  w^omen 

lefs    engaging;    Vivacity    and  chearfulneft 

feem  hardly  to  have  exifted.      The  men 

w^ere 
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ivere  cruel,  gloomy,  treacherous,  and  re-  ^"iV*' 
vengeful ;  the  women,  in  a  leffer  degree,  o^vx^ 
ihared  all  thefe  unfocial  vices.  Many  ages 
elapfed  after  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of,  be- 
fore women  arofe  into  confequence  enough 
to  become  the  companions  of  an  hour  devo- 
ted to  fociety,  as  well  as  of  that  devoted  to 
love.  Even  the  Babylonians,  who  appear 
to  have  allowed  their  women  more  liberty 
than  any  of  the  ancients,  feem  not  to  have 
lived  with  them  in  a  friendly  and  familiar 
manner ;  but  as  their  intercourfe  with  them 
was  confiderably  'greater  than  that  of  the 
neighbouring  nations,  they  acquired  thereby 
a  polifli  and  refinement  unknown  to  any  of 
the  people  who  furrounded  them.  The 
manners  of  both  fexes  were  foftcr,  and  bet- 
ter calculated  to  pleafe.  And  to  cleanlinefs 
and  drefs  they  paid  more  attention.  Such 
Vi^ere  the  effefts  of  female  fociety  on  the 
Babylonians;  but  they  had  not  carried  it 
far  enough  to  become  properly  cultivated. 
The  Sybarites,  who  had  carried  it  by  much 
too  far,  loft  by  it  all  that  firmnefs  of  body 
and  of  mind  peculiar  to  the  men,  and  con- 
traded,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
a  more  than  female  effeminacy* 


W£ 
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^  XIV  ^ '  ^^  h^ve  already  feen  what  a  rude  and 
wyv>^  barbarous  people  the  Greeks  were,  during 
the  heroic  ages :  when  we  trace  them  down- 
ward to  thofe  periods  in  which  they  became 
famous  for  their  knowledge  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  we  find  this  rudenefs  and  barbarity 
foftened  only  a  few  degrees;  it  is  not 
therefore  arts,  fciences,  and  learning,  but  the 
company  of  the  other  fex,that  forms  the  man- 
ners, and  renders  the  man  agreeable.  But 
the  company  and  converfation  of  that  fex, 
was  among  the  Greeks  (hamefully  neglefted; 
and  particularly  among  the  Lacedemonians, 
who  by  that  negleft  were  the  moft  rude  and 
uncivilized  of  all  their  neighbours.  In 
their  more  early  periods,  the  Romans  were 
fcarcely  behind  the  Greeks  in  rudenefs  and 
barbarity ;  but  they  were  fome  time  a  com- 
munity without  women,  and  confequendy 
without  any  thing  to  foften  the  ferocity  of 
male  nature.  The  Sabine  virgins,  whom 
they  had  ftolen,  appear  to  have  infufed  into 
them  the  firft  ideas  of  politenefs ;  but  it  was 
many  ages  before  this  politenefs  banilhed 
the.  roughnefs  of  the  warrior,  and  aflumed 
the  refinement  of  the  gentlemen ;  a  revolu- 
tion of  manners,  which  did  not  begin  to 
Ihew  itfelf  till  about  the  time  when  the 

C^efais 
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Caeiars  ufurped  the  empire;  and  from  tliat  ^^^^* 
time  the  intercourfe  between  the  fexes  be-   v^<v\^ 
tam^  fo  eafy,  and  gallantry  grew  fo  much 
into  fa(hibn,  that  the  hardy  Roman  was  at 
length   foflened  down  to  the  delicate  vo* 
luptuary* 

The  fame  caufes  exifted  among  the  uA^ 
tions  contemporary  with  the  Romans,  and 
they  produced  the  fame  efFe£ls*  None  of 
the  fierce  inhabitants  of  the  North  had  either 
time  *dr  inclination  fotthe  company  of  theif 
women;  ind  on  that  account  they  were  def- 
titnte  of  elegance  and  politenefs,  and  equally 
Uncultivated  in  body  and  mind^  Were  w^ 
to  proceed  on  our  furvey^  and  to  trace  the! 
manners  of  bur  anceftors  down  to  our  owii 
times,  we  would  find  thefe  manners  to  havcS 
been^  foi:  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  rude  and 
uncultivated^  Were  we  to  inveftigate  the 
caufes  of  this,  we  would  find  alfo,  that  one 
of  the  principal  of  them,  was,  the  want  of 
female  fociety* 

In  the  middle  ages,  when  chivalry  dila- 
ted almoft  every  wifh,  and  operated  in  every 
iflion,  female  influence  was  at  the  zenith  of 
its  glory  andperfeftion.    It  was  the  fource 
VoL*L  Qqq  Qf 
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CHAP,  of  valour,   it  gave  birth  to  politencfs,  it 
V./VXJ  awakened  pity,  it  called  forth  benevolence,  it 
reftrifted  the  hand  of  oppreffion,  and  melio- 
rated the  human  heart.     Gui  de  Cavillon 
fpeaking  of  his  miftrefs,  fays,  "  I  cannot 
approach  her  till  I  have  done  fome  glori- 
ous   deed  that  may    deferve  her  notice. 
Aftions  fhould  be  the  meffengers  of  the 
heart,  they  are  the  homage  due  to  beauty, 
and   they    only    fhould    difcover   love," 
Lady,"    faid   Savari,  "  I  have  colleScd 
Bafques  and  Barbancons,  and  thanks  to 
my  ftars,  we  are  five  hundred  of  us  who 
will  pun6lually  execute  your  orders,  ex- 
plain your  wifhes,    give  us  your  com* 
mands,  our  courfers  are  ready  bridled,  we 
will  mount  them  immediately,  the  caufe 
of  beauty  admits  of  no  delay.     Marfan 
inftru6Ung  a  young  knight  how  to  behave 
fo  as  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  fair,  has  thefe 
remarkable  words :    "  When  your  arm  is 
raifed,  if  your  lance  fail,  draw  your  fword 
direftly,  and  let  heaven  and  hell  refound 
**  with  the  clafh ;  lifelefs  is  the  foul  which 
beauty  cannot  animate,  and  weak  is  the 
arm  which  cannot  fight  valiantly  to  defend 
it."    Such  were  the  notions  of  thefe  times, 
and  romantic  as  we  may  now  confider  tJ^em^ 

^  they 
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Aey  called  forth'  every  latent  excellence  in  <=  «,4  '• 
both  fexes,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  t^oro 
politenefs  and  urbanity,  -which  now  diftin- 
guifh  Europe  from  the  reft  of  the  world. 

From  this  flight  furvey  of  times  paft,  let  ^^^^^^ 
us  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  prcfent  ftate  of  ems. 
mankind  in  the  Eafl: ;  where  jealoufy,  that 
tyrant  of  the  foul,  has  excluded  all  the  joys 
and  comforts  of  mixed  fociety.  There,  we 
Ihall  not  only  find  the  men  gloomy,  fufpi^ 
cious,  cowardly,  and  cruel,  but  divefted  of 
almoft  all  the  finer  fentiments  that  arife  from 
friendfliip  and  from  loVe.  There,  we  ftiall 
find,  that  roughnefs  and  barbarity  have  fet* 
tied  their  empire,  and  triumph  over  the 
human  mind :  but  there,  fliall  we  hardly  be 
able  to  difcover  the  tender  parent,  or  the 
indulgent  hufl)and ;  there,  fliall  we  with  dif- 
ficulty find  any  of  the  focial  virtues,  or  the 
fentimental  feelings*  All  thefe  are  comi- 
monly  the  offspring  of  mixed  fociety.  And 
though  men  may  improve  their  heads  in  the 
company  of  their  own  fex,  we  may  affirm, 
that  the  company  and  convcrfation  of  wo- 
men is  the  proper  fchool  for  the  heart. 
Should  any  one  doubt  the  truth  of  this,  let 
him  turn  over  a  few  volumes  of  the  hiflqry 

Qqq  2  of 
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P  xiv.*^'  ^^  ^^y  ^f  the  nations,  y^}v^tt  the  fexci  liw 
^H^^vxj  excltided  from  edch  othet,   and  he  will  meet 
with  the  mod  ample  con  virion* 


State  of 


When  from  thefe  unfocial  regions,  where^ 
by  being  deprived  of  the  cortipany  of  the 
fair,  life  is  deprived  of  more  than  half  its 
joys,  vre  turn  ourfelves  to  E,urope^  \f e  eafily 
difcover,  that  in  proportion  to  the  time  fpent 
in  the  converfation  of  their  women,  the  peo- 
ple are  polifhed  and  refined ;  and  lefs  fo,  in 
proportion  as  they  negleft  or  defpife  them, 
The  Ruffians,  Pole^,  and  even  the  Dutch, 
pay  lefs  attention  to  their  females  than  any 
of  their  neighbours,  and  are  of  confequence 
lefs  diftinguifhed  for  the  graces  of  their  per- 
fons,  and  the  feelings  of  their  hearts.  The 
3paniards,  when  they  formerly  had  not  the 
benefits  of  female  fociety,  were  remarkable 
for  their  cruelties.  At  this  period,  when 
locks,  bats,  and  duennas  are  becoming  un- 
faftiionable,  and  the  men  have  more  eafy 
accefs  to  the  women,  they  are  faft  alfuming 
the  culture  and  humanity  of  the  neighbdur^ 
ing  nations.  So  powerful,  in  fhort,  is  the 
company  and  converfation  of  the  feir,  in 
diffufing  happinefs  and  hilarity,  that  even 
the  cloud  which  hangs  on  the  thoughtful 

brow 
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J)raw  of  aij  EngU&man,  begins  in  the  pre-  ^^,y^- 
fcnt  age  to  brighten,  by  his  devoting  to  the    Lnru 
ladies  a  larger  Ihare  of  time  than  was  for* 
ji^crly  done  by  his  aaceilors. 

But  if  we  would  contemplate  the  influ* 
ence  of  female  fociety  in  iis  greateft  perfcc- 
Mon,  we  pnuft  take  a  view  of  the  Italians 
and  French ;  in  the  laft  of  which,  we  are 
conftantly  prefcnted  with  tempers  fo  gay 
and  chearful,  that  we  are  almoft  tempted  to 
thiqkthem  fuperior  to  all  the  ills  and  acci- 
dents of  life.  Among  them  only,  we  find 
happinefs  fmilitig  fimidil  want  and  poverty^ 
and  pleafure  and  amufement,  with  all  their 
fportive  train,  vtot  only  attending  on  the 
pich  and  affluent,  but  on  the  humble  villa* 
ger,  and  dancing  around  the  ruftic  cot.  For  " 
this  fortitude  of  the  French  in .  fupporting 
their  fpirits  through  all  the  adverfe  circum* 
ftances  of  this  world,  for  their  vivacity  and 
chearfulnefs  of  temper,  various  reafons  have 
been  affigned,  as  the  liglitnefs  of  their  food, 
$^nd  f^lubrity  of  their  air ;  caufes  to  which 
a  great  deal  may  be  juftly  attributed,  but 
w:hich  are  undoubtedly  much  affifted  in  their 
operations,  by  the  conftant  mixture  of  the 
young  and  old,  and  of  the  two  fexes;  and 

this 


486  THE    HISTORY 


CHA 

XIV 


*"•  this  mixture  we  prefume  is  one  of  the  prin- 
L/vxj,  cipal  reafons  why  the  cares  and  ills  of  life, 
fit  lighter  on  the  fhoulders  of  that  fantaftic 
people,  than  on  thofe  of  any  other  country 
in  the  world. 

In  all  other  countries,  the  men  make  ex- 
curfions,  and  form  parties  of  pleafure,  by 
therafelves :  The  French  reckon  an  excur- 
fion  diill,  and  a  party  of  pleafure  without 
relilh,  unlefs  a  mixture  of  both  fexes  join 
to  compofe  it.  The  French  women  do  not 
even  withdraw  from  the  table  after  meals ; 
nor  do  the  men  difcover  that  impatience 
to  have  them  difmifled,  which  they  fo 
often  do  England,  and  which  is  a  cer- 
tain indication,  that  they  either  want  to 
debauch  themfelves  with  liquor,  or  indulge 
in  thofe  indecencies  of  difcourfe,  which  the 
company  of  women  always  reftrains.  It  is 
alleged  by  thofe  who  have  no  relifti  for  the 
converfation  of  the  fair  fex,  that  their  pre- 
fence  curbs  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and 
reftrains  the  jollity  of  mirth;  but  if  the 
converfation  and  the  mirth  are  decent,  if 
the  company  are  capable  of  reliihing  any 
thing  but  wine,  th^^ery  reverfe  is  the  cafe ; 
at  \c2dl,  it  is  alw^tys  remarkably  fo  among 

the 
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the  French*    Nor  is  any  thing  more  natural ;  ^  ^  ^  p. 
for,  the  fair  fex  in  general  being  lefs  dif-  u^y><j 
turbed  by  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  life,  are 
not  only  themfelves  more  chearful,  but  more 
eager  to  promote  mirth  and  good  humour. 

But  the  advantages  of  female  fociety  are  ^^^*«»- 
not  altoeether  confined  to  the  circumftances  Veiiisi4e 
we  havi^ow  related ;  they  extend  themfelves  ^^*^^^' 
much  farther,  and  fpread  their  influence 
over  almoft  every  cuftom  and  every  a^ion 
of  life«  It  is  to  the  focial  intercourie  with 
women,  that  the  men  are  indebted  for  all 
the  efforts  they  make  to  pleafe  and  be  agree- 
able ;  and  it  is  to  the  ambition  of  pleafing 
they  o^vfe  all  their  elegance  of  manners,  and 
perhaps  all  their  acquifitions  of  mind.  It 
is  to  the  fame  caufe,  alfo,  that  they  fre- 
quently owe  their  fobriety  and  temperance, 
and  confequently  their  health;  for  to  drunkv- 
ennefs  and  irregularity  nothing  is  fo  effeHual 
a  check,  as  the  company  of  modeft  women; 
infomuch  that  he  muft  be  loft  to  ihame  in- 
deed, who  will  dare  to  violate  the  deference 
due  to  them,  by  debauching  himfelf  in  their 
prefencc.  To  them  we  are  not  lefs  fre- 
quently indebted  for  tl||  calming  of  violent 
liifputes,  and  preventing  of  quarrels,  which 

are 
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^  Siv  ^*  ^^^  happily  reckoned  fo  indecent  irt  thcit 
t/vNj  prefence,  that  we  often  poftpone  them  tiii 
another  Opportunity;  and  in  the  interiin, 
teafon  refumes  the  rein  which  paffion  had 
tifurped*  But  this  is  not  all :  many  dirputeS 
and  quarrels,  already  begun,  have  been  ami- 
cably fettled  by  the  interpofition  of  their 
good  offices,  or,  at  Icaft,  the  fatal  effefts  of 
them  prevented  by  their  tears  and  mediation. 
Fond  of  the  fofter  fcenes  of  peace,  they  have 
often  had  the  addrefs  to  prevent/  by  their 
arguments  and  interceflion,  the  direful  efefts 
of  war ;  and,  afraid  of  lofing  theii*  hufbands 
und  relations,  they  have  fometimes  ruflied 
between  two  hoftile  armies,   and  turned  the 

r 

horrid  fcenes    of    flaughter  into  thofc  of 
friendfhip  and  feftivity. 

m 

In  our  fex,  there  is  a  kind  of  cofiftittf- 
tional  or  mafculine  pride,  which  hinders  us 
from  yielding,  in  points  of  knowledge  or  of 
honour^  to  each  other. ,  Though  this  may 
be  defigned  by  nature  for  feveral  ufeful  pur-* 
pofes,  yet  it  is  often  the  fource  alfo  of  i 
variety  of  evils,  the  mofl  dangerous  to  the 
peacfe  of  fociety.  But  we  lay  it  entirely 
afide  in  our  connexions  with  women,  and 
with  pleafure  fubmit  to  fuch  behaviour  fronl 

their 


ficdm  their  kx,  as  fpom  our  own  Vifould  call  ^^,4^* 
up  every  iirafdble  particle  of  our  blood,  and 
inflamae  every  ungovernable  paflion.  Thk 
accixftomed  fubibHTion  ^ives  a  new  and  leik 
imperious  turn  :to  our  ideas^  teaches  us  to 
obey  where  we  were  ufed  to  command;  tck 
confidex"  as  only  .good  ^breeding  and  com^- 
plaifance^  that  which  before  we  looked  upon 
as  the  .moft  abje6i  .and  unbecoming  imean^ 
nefs :  and  thus  the  ftecn  fevettty  of  the  .male* 
is  foftened  and  retidered  agreeable  by  fthe 
gentIone&  ipeculW ito  the  ifemale.  Xbe  ten-' 
demefe  we  have  for/the:feK:faftens  the  rug* 
gedndfs  idf  xiur  jnature ;  and  the  virtues  wti 
affume^  dn  order  to  ^make  a  better  figuve  io 
their  eyes^  fometimes  become  rfo  habituail  td 
lis,  .that  we  never  afterward  lay  them  aiide* 

W£  are  aware,  that  m  this  country  it  id 
too  much  .the  fafhion  to  fuppofe  that  books^ 
und  the<<;ompany  of  men  only^  arenecellary 
to  furnifh  every  qualification  requiiite  fot 
the  fcholar  and  the  gentleman;  but  we 
Would  defire  fuch  as\are  of  this  opinion,  to 
compare  the  generality  of  the. gentlemen  of 
*this  country,  to  thofe  of  france  and  italy^ 
andthey  will  fee,  that  though  we  perhaps 
«eXGel  them  in  -deopnefs  of  thought  and 
W0L4 1.  R  r  r  folidity 


490  THE     HISTORY 

^  xTv.'''  ^o^idity  o^  judgment,  we  are  greatly  their 
v/^'Nj  inferiors  in  urbanity,  in  addrefs,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world :  for  though  books  may 
furnifh  proper  ideas,  and  experience  improve 
the  underftanding,  it  is  only  the  company 
and  acquaintance  of  the  ladies,  which  can 
beftow  that  eafmefs  of  addrefs  by  which  the 
fine  gentleman  is  diftinguiftied  from  the 
mere  fcholar,  and  man  of  bufinefs.  The 
French  and  Italians  educate  their  nobility 
in  the  drawing-room,  at  the  toilette,  and 
places  of  public  amufement,  where  they  are 
conftantly  in  the  company  of  women.  The 
Englifli  educate  theirs  at  the  college,  and 
at  Newmarket,  where  books,  grooms,  and 
jockies,  are  their  only  companions.  The 
former  are  often  the  moft  fantaftical  of 
beings.  The  latter,  the  moft  ignorant,  im- 
perious, and  furly.  Something  between 
thefe  two  extremes  of  education,  while  it 
preferved  the  dignity  and  firmnefs  of  the 
man,  might  infufe  a  proper  quantity  of  the 
foftnefs  and  addrefs  of  the  woman. 

Cleanliness   and  elegance  of  perfon 
may  juftly  be  reckoned  among  the  advan- 
tages we  derive  from  female  fociety,  for  a 
proof  of  this,  let  us  look  a  few  centuries 
*  backwards, 
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backwards,  to  thefe  periods  when  our  ancef-  ^  "4  ^- 
tors  l^ept  but  little  company  with  their  v-rvxi 
women,  and  we  (hall  fee  that  they  were 
hardly  ruder  in  their  manners  than  their 
perfons.  Their  cloaths  were  not  only  flo- 
venly,  but  alfo  rendered  difagreeable  by  the 
indecent  figures  reprefented  on  them,  anfl 
their  countenances  were  disfigured  with  long 
beards.  As  the  ladies  began  to  have  more 
influence,  beards  were  mutilated  down  to 
muftachoes,  though  the  learned  exclaimed 
againft  the  horrid  innovation,  as  difcovering 
a  tafte  which  tended  more  to  gratify  the 
women,  than  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the 
mafculine  countenance;  and  though  the 
church  confidered  the  mutilation  as  little 
fhort  of  apoftacy,  becaufe  Mofes  and  Jefus 
were  always  painted  with  long  beards.  As 
the  gentlemen  found  that  the  ladies  had  no 
great  relifh  for  muftachoes,  which  were  the 
relics' of  a  beard,  they  cut  and  curled  them 
into  varicms  faftiions,  to  render  them  more 
agreeable;  and  at  lad  finding  fuch  labour 
in  vain,  gave  them  up  altogether.  But 
as  thofe  of  the  three  learned  profefiions 
were  fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with,  or  at 
Jeaft  to  (land  in  need  of,  more  wifdom  than 
other  people,  and  as  the  longeft  beard  had 

R  r  r  2  always 
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^xiv.^*  alWays  been  deemcdF  to  fproot  from  th« 
crvN^  \f  ifeft  chm,  to  ftrpply  this^  mark  of  (Mine-' 
tion,  which  they  had  loft,  they  contrivetf  to 
fmother  rrp  their  heads  m  enormous-  qoami- 
lies  of  frizzled  hair,  that  they  might  bear 
tire  greater  refemhfance  ta  an  owl-,  the  brrd 
facred  to  wifdom  anti  Miiierva.  Such  po^ 
lefl^onal  wigs,  however,  were  long  an  objeft 
of  the  ridicule  of  wits,  and  the  diflike  of 
|:he  women,  who,  to  the  hoftour  of  thm 
tafte  and  influence,  have,  in  the  prefent  age^ 
^anifhed  by  facr  the  greater  part  of  therr^. 

Man,  feehided  from  the  company  of 
women,  is  not  only  a  rough  and  uncuki- 
yated,  but  a  dangerous,  animal  to  focicty ; 
a  faft  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  fca- 
ports,  who  have  too  frequent  opportunities 
of  feeing  the  force  of  that  ungovernable  paf- 
fion,  with  which  failprs  returned  from  a  long 
voyage,  commonly  dedicate  thcmfelves  tq 
the  wprthlefs  wopien  who  attend  on  account 
pf  their  money.  And  a  faft  which  alfo  ap- 
pears evident  from  the  condufit  of  the  men 
in  all  countries,  where  women  are  kept  aS 
the  mifer  does  his  gold.  In  fuch  countries, 
the  paffions  of  the  men  are  fo  raifed  by  par* 
tial  glances,  by  brooding  over  the  thoughts 

of 
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i>f  ideal  beauty,  and^  ideal  happinels,  ia  the  ^  ^^  *"• 
enjoyment  of  k,  and  fo  inllamed  with  almofl:   v.^^w> 
infurmouribtable  obftacles  to  that  enjoyment, 
that  if  they  ever  happen  to  find  a  woman 
alone,  they  attack  her  in  the  mofl  licentious 
fanner;  nor  have  their  women  fuch  a  power 
of  refinance  as  they  have  in  countries  where 
they  are  accuftomed  to  the  company  of  the 
f»en ;  becaufe  the  romantic  ideas  they  enter- 
tain of  the  happinefs  they  would  derive  from 
them,  difarm  their  virtue,  and  make  thenn 
fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft  rude  invader. 
From  this  caufe  it  happens,  that,  in  fpite  of 
cautious  parents,  and  jealous  hufbands,  of 
Jocks,  bars,  and  eunuchs,  the  ch^fiity  of  the 
women  is  lefs  fecure  in  fuch  countries,  than 
where  the  fexes  live  free  and  eafy  together. 
We  may  therefore  aifert,  that  the  benefits  of 
mixed  fociety  are  not  confine4  to  the  men 
alone,  but  extend  to  the  women  alfo ;  in- 
iufe  into  their  minds  a  power  of  checking 
the  attacks  of  infolence,  and  by  making  man 
the  objeft  of  their  daily  converfe,  make  him 
lefs  valuable,  and  confequently  lefs  danger^ 
Dus;   and  we  may  further  aver,  that  this 
fociety  teaches  the  men  to  regulate  and  go- 
vern  their  paflions  with  greater  propriety,  as 
I^Qthing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that  rape, 

adultery. 
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^  ^^^  ^'  adultery,  and  every  evil  that  follow  them, 
UAN-v;  are  more  common  in  countries  where  the 

fexes  live  feparate,  than  where  they  enjoy 

the  company  of  each  other. 

There  is  nothing  by  which  the  happinefs 
of  individuals  and  of  fociety  is  fo  much 
promoted,  as  by  conftant  efforts  to  pleafe ; 
and  thefe  efforts  are  in  a  great  meafure  only 
produced  by  the  company  of  women.  For 
men,  by  themfelves,  relax  in  almoft  every 
particular  of  good-breeding  and  complai- 
fance,  and  appear  the  creatures  of  mere 
nature;  but  no  fooncr  does  a  woman  appear, 
than  the  fccne  is  changed,  and  they  become 
emulous  to  (how  all  their  good  qualities. 
Women  when  by  themfelves,  likewife  relax 
in  all  the  arts  of  plealing,  take  lefs  care  of 
their  drefs,  and  of  their  perfons,  but  if  a 
man  is  introduced,  they  are  affiduous  to  en- 
gage his  attention  by  every  art  that  can  give 
a  luftre  to  their  perfons,  and  a  gracefulnefs 
to  their  manners.  A  few  centuries  ago, 
women  were  rarely  acceffible,  but,  (hut  up 
in  houfes  and  caftles,  lived  retired  from  the 
buftle  of  the  world.  When  they  deigned 
to  fhew  themfelves,  they  were  approached 
as  divinities ;  their  fmiles  conferred  a  happi- 
nefs, 
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nefs,  and  raifed  an  enthufiaftic  ardour,  of  ^"^p. 
which  at  this  period  we  can  hardly  form  any    c^-yxj 
idea.    By  degrees,  as  manners  became  more 
free,  and  the  fexes  mixed  together  with  lefs 
ceremony,  women  began  to  be  feen  with  lefs 
trepidation,  approached  with  lefs  deference, 
jand  funk  in  their  value  as  they  became  ob- 
jefts  of  greater  familiarity.     Nor  was  this 
peculiar  to  the  times  we  are  delineating:  the 
Tame  effeft  always  has,  and  always  will  hap- 
pen from  the  fame  caufe.     Let  the  other 
fex,   therefore,  learn  this  inftruftive  leffon 
.  from  it,  that  half  the  efteem  and  veneration 
we  fhew  them,  is  owing  to  their  modefty 
and  referve,  and  that  a   contrary  conduft 
may  make  the  moft  enchanting  goddefs  de- 
generate in  our  eyes  to  a  mere  woman,  with 
all  the  frailties  of  mortality  about  her.    The 
forward  beauty,  whofe   face  is   known  in 
every  walk,  and  in  every  public  place,  may 
be  given  as  a  toaft,  and  have  her  name  in- 
fcribed  on  the  windows  of  a  tavern,  but  fhe 
rarely  ever  becomes  an  objeft  of  efteem,  or 
is  folicited  to  be  a  companion  for  life. 

We  fhall  conclude  what  we  had  to  fay  on 
the  advantages  of  female  fociety,  by  obfcrv- 
ing,  that  it  feems  not  only  to  be  the  caufe 

of 
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^  XIV  ^'  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  *^^  progrefs  of  pdike  niMinefs^ 
*w^r\^  and  of  femimental  feeling,  ibut  alfo  of  die 
fine  arts.  When  ^«ee  view  the  countries 
where  women  are  confined,  we  £nd  thein- 
habitants  of  them  diflinguiflied  for  .want  of 
invention  and  barbarity  of  manners;  when 
^ve  view  the  fame  countries  in  periods  when 
the  women  begin  to  have  their  liberty,  wc 
immediately  perceive  invention  arifing,  and 
manners  beginning  tio  improve^  In  no^CDun^ 
try  caA  tliis  be  mo]%i  ilroeigly  exemplified 
vhan  in  Spain ;  they  4iad  formerly  ic&  com* 
munication  "wifh  the  'fair  ifex  i^an  any  dcher 
people  of  Europe,  ^md  were  confequendy 
greatly  behind  all  of  them  in  politenefs,  elc^ 
^ance  and  arts ;  but  finee  their  women  have 
been  under  kfs  reftraint,  the  pyogrefs  of  all 
thefe  have  been  fo  rapid,  that  they  are  now 
almoft  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  neigh- 
bours. 

nifadran.      We R«  wc  inclined  towTitethe  panegyric^ 
female      iflftcad  of  the  hillory  of  the  fair  fex,  we  might 
ibcietx.     enumerate  feverail  other  advantages  arifing 
from  their  company  and  converfation ;  but, 
contenting  ourfelves  with  what  we  have  al- 
ready related  on  this  fubjeft,  we  proceed  to 

mention  fome  of  the  difadvantages  arifing 

froitt 
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Troitt  the  fame  Iburce.  By  tlrt  Icifncti  and  ^  "iv.^'' 
ftudfoiss^  it  has  often  been  objeded  to  female 
company,  that  it  enervates  the  mind,  axidl 
gives  it  fii^ih  a  turn  for  triflings  levity,  and 
diflipation,  as  renders  it  altogether  unfit  foi^ 
that  application  which  is  neceffary  in  ordcf 
to  become  eminent  in  any  of  the  faiences^ 
In  proof  of  this  they  allege,  that  thegreateft 
|>hilofophers  feldom  or  nfevet  Were  men  whd 
enjoyed^  or  were  fit  for  the  company  of 
ifonveriation  of  women.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
hardly  evet  converfed  with  any  of  the  (e*ti 
Bacon^  Boy!c,  Des  Cartes,  and  a  variety  of 
others,  eonfpicuous  for  their  learning  and 
fipplipation^  werfe  but  indifferent  comjianions 
to  the  fairi  Whether  thefe,  and  many  mott 
inftances  of  the  fame  nature  which  might  bd 
adduced,  are  filflFicient  to  eftablifli  a  general 
tulcy  we  pretend  not  to  determine.  Nothing 
however  feems  inore  certain,  than  that  the! 
youth  who  devotes  his  whole  time  and  at* 
lention  to  female  convetfatioh  and  the  little 
offices  of  gallantly,  never  diftinguifhes  him* 
felf  in  the  literary  world;  but  without  the 
fatigue  arid  application  of  fe\'ere  ftudy,  he 
often  obtains  by  female  Intereft,  what  is  de* 
ftied  to  the  merited  improvements  acquired 
by  the  labour  of  many  yeats. 
VoL^L  Sff  BUT 
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^xiv^'  ^^^  befides  this  idlenefs  and  negleftol 
b^VNj  ftudy,  fo  much  complained  of  as  a  confe- 
quencc  of  the  company  of  women,  fuch 
company  alfo  often  leads  the  men  into  a 
love  of  finery,  and  a  fcene  of  expenfive 
amufements,  which  they  are  not  able  to 
afford;  while  regardlefs  of  every  thing  but 
to  pleafe  the  giddy  and  unthinking  fair, 
they  ruCb  forward  with  thopghtlefs  uncon- 
cern on  the  ruin  of  their  fortunes,  and 
awake  not  from  their  dream  of  folly  till  thcf 
fin(J  themfelves  plunged  into  poverty,  be- 
come the  jeft  of  their  acquaintances,  and 
even  perhaps  fneered  at  by  the  very  females 
who  led  them  into  the  fnare.  Againfl:  fuch 
weaknefs  we  fincerely  wifli  to  caution  the 
young  and  unexperienced  part  of  our  fex, 
^d  we  advife  them  to  be  .careful  how  they 
affociate  with  anv  of  the  other,  who  are  not 
.  endowed  with  fenfe  as  well  as  virtue ;  for  it 
is  not  always  to  vicious,  but  frequently  to 
gay  and  thoughtlefs  women,  that  men  owe 
-  their  ruin., 

Such  a5  are  enthufiaftically  zealous  for 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  have  imagined 
Jthat  the  only  way  to  continue  a  brave,  free, 
and  independent  people,  is  to  avoid  as  much 

as 
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as  poffible  the  company  of  women,  the  Toft  ^  ^iv.^* 
ftrains  of  mufic,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  the  Kyy\J 
table  and  of  drefs ;  and  as  a  proof  of  their 
opinion,  they  tell  us,  that  the  Lydians,  the 
^Sybarites,  and  even  the  hardy  Romans 
themfelves,  were  debauched,  and  at  length 
Joft  their  liberty  by  their  attention  to 
women. 

That  all  thefe  people  were  greatly  de* 
bauched  in  their  manners,  hiftory  has  left 
us  no  room  to  doubt ;  but  that  the  company 
of  women  was  the  caufe  of  this  debauchery, 
is  far  from  being  certain ;  at  lead  if  we  take 
a  view  of  the  world  as  it  exifts  in  the  pre- 
fent  period,  it  teaches  us  a  different  lefTon. 
It  points  out  to  us,  in  the  moft  clear  and 
diftinft  manner,  that  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, the  moft  ineftimable  bleffings  of  man- 
kind, are  no  where  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  as  in 
the  countries  where  the  women  have  no 
political  influence,  and  where  the  men  keep 
almoft  no  company  with  them.  It  fhews  us, 
that  th^men  of  fuch  countries,  inftead  of 
^  being  the  braveft  and  moft  independent,  are 
the  moft  daftardly  and  enflaved  of  the  hu- 
man race ;  and  that  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
vilds  of  America,  where  liberty  and  inde-f 

S  f  f  8  pendencQ 
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^  5,^.^  pendente  cxift  m  the  moft  ex  tcnfivc  feofb 
Cff  the  words,  thcvfirce^Qm  which  the  womeii 
fii^joy  in  mixing  witb^  and  in  Tpme  placei 
even  of  governing  along  with  the  men,  h^t 
not  in  the  leaft  contribiiied  to  ^cftroy  thefe 
native  rights  of  mankind^  And  it  demo(v- 
ftrjites  that  in  Earope,  where  liberty  is 
generally  founded  on  focial  and  rational 
principles,  calculated  for  thp  good  of  the 
comnranity,  the  company,  of  the  wom^ 
has  not  hitherto  fo  enervated  the  men,  as  to 
induce  them  to  part  with,  it,  rather  than 
rouze  them&lve)  figm  the  lap  of  indolence 
fHKle^fe^ 

About  three  himdfed  yean  ago,.  whei| 
Francis  the  Firft  had  not  introduced  womea 
to  court,  the  French  were  not  half  fo  much 
in  the  comp9i>y  of  theo*  women  sks  at  pre* 
{bnt»  aqd  yet  were  not  then  a  more  free 
and  independent  people ;  on  the  contrary^ 
though  we  fuppofe  themi  to  Imve  been  fink? 
ing  in  e^eminacy  ever  fince  that  period,  we 
have  feen  then^  a^  different  times  make  foch 
efforts  againft  arbitrary  power,  as  nave  ra« 
ther  increafed  than  diminifhed  their  privi* 
leges.  Were  the  Italians,  lefs  ilaves  to  their 
princes,,  and  to  the  (ee  of  Rqoae  ia  fc^rmev 

timeSf 
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times,  when  they  were  fcarcely  employed  ^  ^^^• 
>n  aiiy  thipg  but  afls  of  fupcrftiiious  devo-  vyvxi 
tion,  than  at  prefent,  when  they  almoft 
entirely  refign  themfelves  to  muiic  and  to 
women?  Or  were  the  Spaniards  more  free 
under  the  gloomy  reign  of  Philip  the  Second, 
when«  from  motives  of  jealoufy  and  religion, 
their  women  were  conftantly  locked  up,  than 
they  are  at  prefent  when  they  begin  to  mix 
with  the  men  ?  In  ihort,  wherever  we  meet 
with  a  nation  of  flaves,  other  caufes  befides 
the  company  of  their  women,  mifft  have  con^ 
^ibuted  to  bring  thfcpi  into  that  defpicable 

Such  are  the  general  influences  of  female  ^^^^^^ 
fociety;  the  parttcalar  influence  of  an  agree-  caurwo* 
able  woman,  with  a  tolerable  (hare  of  good 
ienfei,  we  cs^nnot  pretend  minutely  to  def-- 
pribe.  Wheq  we  confider  the  two  fexcs 
into  which  the  human  genus  is  divided,  it 
appears  in  the  moll  confpicuous  manner, 
that  the  Author  of  natme  has  placed  the 
balance  of  power  on  the  fide  of  the  rbale^ 
by  giving  him  a  body  more  large  and  robuft, 
iokd  a  mind  endowed  with  greater  refolution. 
But  are  thefe  qualities  altogether  without 
their  counterpoile  ?  Are  womeii  left  without 

any 
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« 

^  xivT*  ^^y  ^^^^S  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  balance  fuch  ad^ 
o<vx>  vantages?  Have  they  no  powers  to  exert, 

whereby  they  can  reduce  this  fteming  fupe- 
riority  to  a  more  equal  footing?   If  they 
have  not,  they  may  juftly  complain  of  the 
partiality  of  nature,  and  the  fe verity  of  their 
lot.     But  the  Author  of  our  being  h  no 
fpch  partial  parent:  to  each  fex  he  has  given 
its  different  qualifications;  and  thefe,  upon 
the  whole,  when  properly  cultivated  and 
exerted,  put  men  and  women  nearly  on  a 
level  with  each  other,  and  ftiare  the  advam 
tages  and  difadvantages  of  life  impartially 
between  them.     To  bend  the  haughty  ftub-^ 
bornefs  of  man,  he  has  given  to  woman  beau^i 
ty,  and  to  that  beauty  added,  an  inexpreflible 
foftnefs  and  perfuafive  force,  which  but  few 
of   the    fex    themfelves    know  the  extent 
of,  and  which  ftill  fewer  of  ou jrs  have  the 
poAver  of  refifting.     This  power  of  the  wo- 
men, in  bending  the  ftronger  fex  to  their 
will,  is  np  doubt  greatly  augmented  when 
they  have  youth  and  beauty  on  their  fide  5 
but  even  with  the  lofs  of  thefe  it  is  not  al- 
ways extinguiflied ;  nor  does  it  altogether 
confift  in  words  and  a£lions,  it  often  effefta 
its  purpofes  by  means  lefs  vifible,  and  im- 
poflibl^  to  be  defcribed;  but  thefe  means 
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mull  conftantly  have  for  their  bafis  foftnefs  ^  ^^  ^- 
and  good-nature;  they  muft  ever  be  fuch  <y>r\J 
as  throw  a  veil  ovgr  the  pride  of  our  fuppo- 
fed  fuperiority,  and  make  us  b^lieye^  that 
we  are  exerting  that  fovereign  power^  which 
wc  qonfider  as  our  right,  wh^eo  in  reality  we 
are  obeying  it.  The  leaft  appearance  of  the 
contrary  alarms  our  pride ;  and  (he  who  dif- 
covers  to  us  her  intention  to  govern  by  her 
powcj,  or  by  her  haughty  temper,  produces 
an  cffeft  which  the  other  fex  are  not  fuffi* 
ciently  aware  of;  (he  raifes  a  difguft,  which 
all  our  efforts  can  never  conquer*  In  fiiort, 
fuch  a  condu£l  in  a  woman,  is  the  fame 
thing  as  it  would  be  in  a  lion  to  fight  with 
his  hiijdejr  kgs,  or  for  a  hare  to  face  about^ 
and  defy  the  teeth  of  the  purfuing  pack ;  it 
is  negleQing  to- make  ufe  of  what  nature 
has  furnilhed,  and  endeavouring  to  ufe  what 
fhe  thought  proper  \^  deny. 

w 

We  could  point  out  here,  were  it  necef* 
fary,  a  great  variety  of  indances,  where 
women  have  governed  men  by  the  influence 
of  good-nature  and  infinuating  manners; 
but  we  defy  hiftory  to  furnifh  one  fingle  in- 
fiance  of  this  afcendancy  having  ever  been 
obtained  over  a  man  of  fenfe,  by  brawling, 

ill^ 
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^  xiv'^*  ill-humour,  and  a  vifibte  conteft  for  fiipcri- 
o^v>o  ority.  No  man  of  feeling  is  proof  againft 
the  foftcr  arts  of  a  fcnfible  womafi.  Such 
arts  are  armed  with  aft  irrefiftablc  p<J\rcn 
Almoft  every  man  is  proof  agamft  her  open 
attacks;  they  are  the  attacks  of  a  bee  with* 
out  a  fling. 

AmoMg  the  t^fomen  i*lio  have  diftin^ 
guilhed  themfelves  for  governing  by  the 
arts  of  infinuation  and  perfuafion,  the  Em- 
prefs  Livia  ftands  in  the  firft  ratnk;  by  thefef 
arts  fhe  attained  fuch  an  influence  over  hcf 
hufband  Augullus,  that  there  Vas  hardly 
any  thing  he  could  refufe  her.  Marly  of 
the  married  ladies  of  Rome,  who  took  n<^ 
tice  of  this  afcendency^  tvere  atiXious  to 
know  how  (he  had  acquired  it,  one  of  them 
at  laft  venturing  to  afli  her,   flie  replied^ 

By  being  obedient  to  all  his  commands ; 

by  not  endeavouring  to  difcover  his  fe- 
'*  crets?  and  by  eonceialing  my  knowledge 
•'  of  his  amours."  Henry  the  Fourth  of 
France,  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  amia^ 
ble  of  princes,  affords  a  moft  femafkabie 
inftance  of  the  power  women  may  acquire 
over  men  hy  foothing  and  mGnuation. 
Tender  and  compaffionate  in  his  nature^ 

he 
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he  could  bardly  refofe  any  thing  to  foft-  ^^iv.^* 
ncfa,  imrcaties,  and  tears:  fenfible  at  the  v>rv^ 
fame  time,  and  jealous  of  his  honour  and 
power,  there  was  hardly  any  thing  he  would 
grant,  that  was  attempted  to  be  forced  from 
him  by  different  methods^  Hence  he  was 
conftantly  governed  by  his  miftrefles,  and 
at  variance  with  his  wives. 

\ 
Fro<m  fcriptore,  and  front  education,  al-» 

moft  every  man  has  imbibed  an  idea  of  the 

fupeTiority  of  his  own  fex ;  be  is  therefore 

zealous  to  nsaintain  that  ibperiority,  and 

jealous  of  every  attack  made  upon  it ;  but 

he  k  at  the  fame  tim:e  endowed  with  a  fenti-^ 

mental  tendernefs  for  the  other  (ex,  and  a 

ftrong  inclination  to  promote  their  happi* 

nef&.     This  inclination  leads  him  into  {o 

many  difficulties,  that  it  may  juftly  be  called 

his  weak  fide,  and  women  of  fenfe  eafily 

difcover,  and  as  eafily  take  the  advantage 

of  it.    From  this  view  of  the  ftate  of  the 

iexes,  nothing  feems  more  plain,  than  tfaa£ 

though  men  govern  by  kw,  women  may 

abnoflr  always  govern  by  the  arts  of  gen* 

tlencfs  and  perfuafion.     "  The  empire  of 

woman  (fays  a  French  author)  is  an  em-^ 

pire  of  fwectnefs,  addrefs,  and  complain 

Vol.  L  Ttt  fance; 
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c  HA  P.  «  (ance ;  her  commands  are  careffes ;  her 
o^Y^J  "  menaces  are  tears  •/'  and  we  may  add, 
that  the  power  of  fuch  commands  and  of 
fuch  menances,  is  like  that  of  faith,  it  can 
remove  mountains.  It  is  a  power  which  has 
nature  on  its  fide.  The  principle  by  her 
implanted  within  us,  pleads  in  favour  of  the 
fex,  and  more  than  half  performs  the  talk 
of  making  us  obey  all  the  commands  they 
lay  upon  us.  But  though  men  of  fenlibility 
and  good-nature  may  infalliably  be  governed 
by  foftnefs  and  addrefs,  there  are  others  call 
in  a  rougher  mould,  whofe  hearts  are  ftran* 
gers  to  the  finer  fenfations,  and  whofe  ftub- 
bom  feelings  bend  not  even  to  prayers  and 
intreaties.  Women  joined  to  fuch  may  fit 
down  in  filence  and  deplore  their  misfor-* 
tune ;  a  misfortune,  which  it  h  beyond  their 
power  to  remedy  ;  for  we  have  but  too  good 
reafon  to  affirm,  that  the  temper,  upon  which 
gentlenefs  and  good-nature  aye  loft,  can 
never  be  mended  by  ill-nature.  Men  of 
fenfe  will  often,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  fub- 
mit  to  be  ill-treated  by  a  woman ;  men  defti- 
tute  of  fenfe  will  retort  that  treatment  with 
double  violence. 

CHAR 
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CHAP.    XV. 

^ketches  of  Ceremonies  and  Cuftoms,  for  the 
moji  part  ob/erved  only  by  Women, 

AS  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a  nation,  ^  ^  ^  ^' 
befides  being  the  moft  entertaining  v^>ro 
part  of  its  hiftory,  ferve  alfo  to  charafterife 
and  diftinguifh  it  from  all  others,  by  point- 
ing out  the  various  purfuits  to  which  the 
genius  of  its  people  are  dirc6):ed ;  the  whims 
and  caprices  which  climate,  chance,  or  fitu^ 
ation  have  introduced ;  the  force  that  the 
intelle6lual  powers  have  exerted,  in  contriv- 
ing or  adopting  ceremonies  and  cuftoms 
agreeable  to  reafon ;  in  refitting  fuperftition, 
;^nd  difcarding  whatever  is  ridiculous  in 
manners,  unbecoming  in  religion,  or  tyran- 
nical in  government;  fo  the  cuftoms  peculiar 
to  women,  did  hiftory  enable  us  to  give  a 
particular  detail  of  them,  on  comparing  them 
with  thofe  of  the  men,  would  greatly  aflift 
in  forming  a  judgment  of  the  comparative 
^  merit  of  the  two  fexes,  in  difcovering  the 
folid  and  the  flimfy  of  each,  and  pointing 
put  which  is  moft  dircfled,  in  its  various 

T  1 1  2  purfuits 
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c  H  A  P.  purfuits  and  pleafures,  by  reafon ;  and  which 
crv>^  mofl  follows  the  diftates  of  cuftonii  or  lug* 
geftions  of  fancy, 

obfcunty  Zvr,  unhappily,  of  all  other  parts  of  the 
fpbjea"  female  hiftory,  that  of  their  manners  and 
cuftoms  is  involved  in  the  greateft  obfcurityt 
Almoft  all  the  writers  of  antiquity  have 
either  paffed  over  them  in  filcnce,  or  blended 
them  fo  intimately  with  the  ceremonies  and 
cufioms  of  the  men,  that  we  are  generally 
ftt  a  lofs  to  difcover,;  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  what  is  peculiar  to  each.  Nor  is 
the  fubjeft  mueh  better  elucidated  by  the 
modems,  who,  in  their  voyages  and  travels, 
for  the  moft  part,  only  inform  us  of  the 
drefs,  complexion,  and  behaviour  of  the 
women  in  the  countries  they  have  vifited ; 
which,  indeed,  is  commonly  all  th^t  is  ir\ 
their  power ;  for  their  ignorance  of  the  lam 
guage  of  the  people  they  are  defcribing, 
precludes  th6m  frpm  every  fpecies  of  in- 
formation, but  w^hat  they  receive  by  their 
eyes;  the  jealoufy  of  the  men,  in  many 
places,  hinders  ftrangers  from  all  accefs  to 
their  women ;  and  the  fhort  ftay  they  make  af- 
fords not  the  neceffary  time  for  information^ 


It 
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'  It  has  been  obferved  by  all  who  attcn-  ^  ^^  ^• 
lively  confidered  human  nature,  that  fafhion  ^^^v-vi 
and  euftom  ufurp  the  moft  extenfive  autho-  equal"" 
rity  over  weak   and  little  minds,  becaufe  ft»bj«ato 

I*      I  >  1  •  r      1  '  ^^^  powi.r 

luch,  are  not  properly  qualined  to  examme  of caftomt 
the  caufes  from  which  they  arife,  nor  the 
eflfefts  of  which  they  are  produdive;  or 
becaufe,  after  having  examined  and  found 
them  ridiculous,  they  have  not  fortitude 
enough  to  prefer  fingularity  to  euftom, 
though  the  former  be  founded  on  reafon, 
and  the  latter  on  folly  or  caprice.  As 
women  in  all  ages  have  been  fuppofed  to  be 
more  the  flaves  of  falhion,  ceremony,  and 
euftom,  than  men,  this  flavery  has  conftantly 
been  made  ufe  of  to  prove  the  weaknefs  and 
inferiority  of  their  underftandings.  We  al- 
low, indeed,  that  if  the  faft  were  eftabliftied, 
the  proof  would  be  undeniable:  but  we 
think  it  is  far  from  being  eftabliftied ;  for  we 
challenge  any  man  of  fenfe  and  impartiality 
to  look  around  him  into  the  faftiions  and 
cuftoms  of  Europe,  ^nd  to  fay  whether 
thofe  of  our  fex  are  not  as  whimfical  and 
ridiculous  as  thofe  of  the  other,  and  whether 
our  whole  deportment  does  not  declare,  that 
we  are  as  inviolably  attached  to  thern. 


As 
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^^^^^'      As  female  ceremonies  and  caftoms  are 

'^.^v-v^  of  the  moft  delicate  nature,  and  require 
to  be  touched  by  the  fofteft  pencil,  they 
may  on  that  account  have  been  the  more 
generally  paffed  over  in  filence ;  and  on 
that  account,  alfo,  we  find  ourfelves  obliged 
to  run  over  thejn  more  flightly  than  is  con- 
liftent  with  the  nature  of  hiflorical  informa- 
tion. But  we  lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  we 
would  rather  flop  fomething  fhort  of  the 
information  we  could  give,  then  offend  the 
ippft  delicate  ear, 

Bcwaiiiiig  Qjj£  Qf  (j^Q  earlieft  ceremonies  peculiar 
Bityr^^'  to  the  fex,  which  we  meet  with  in  hiilory, 
is  the  bewailing  of  virginity.  This  was 
praQifed  among  the  Ifraelites,  Phoenicians, 
and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 
by  all  women  who  were  obliged  to  relinquilh 
life  before  they  had  entered  into  the  ftate  of 
wedlock;  or  who,  by  any  particular  vow 
being  devoted  to  perpetual  celibacy,  were, 
in  confequence  pf  that  vow,  cut  pff  from 
all  hopes  of  enjoying  the  fweets  of  love, 
or  of  raifmg  up  pofterity.  Thefe  laft  not 
only  continued  through  life,  at  ftated  times, 
to  deplore  the  v  unhappinefs  of  their  fate, 
but,    on  fome  occafions,    affembled  their 

female 
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female  friends  and  relations,  to  affift  them  ^  ^"^  *'• 
in  performing  the  mournful  ceremony.     It    v^nv^ 
is  fuppofed,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Ifraeli- 
tifh  virgins  bewailed  their  virginity,   was,  i 

becaufe  every  woman  flattered  herfelf  with 
the  hope  of  being  mother  to  the  MefTiah 
that  was  to  come.  Among  the  neighbour- 
ing nations,  the  cuftom  muil  have  originated 
from  fome  other  caufe ;  but  what  that  was, 
it  is  impoflible  for  us  now  to  difcover.  We 
can  only  conjefture,  that  as  a  numerous 
pofterity  was  reckoned,  among  the  ancients, 
one  of  the  greateft  bleffihgs,  and  a  particu- 
lar mark  of  the  divine  favour,  flie  who  was 
excluded  from  a  poflibility  of  this  blefling, 
and  of  this  diftinguifhing  favour,  might  on 
thefe  accounts  fuppofe  herfelf  peculiarly 
wretched. 

Besides  this  ceremony  of  bewailing  vir-^  ceremony 
ginity,  there  is  another,  perhaps  not  lefs  Tng'^for* 
ancient,  which  was  likewife  pratHfed  by  the  *^'*^  ^^^^^^^ 
women  of  Ifrael,  of  Phoenicia,   of  Greece, 
and  fome  other  nations  :  this  was  the  annual 
lamentation  for  the  death  of  Adonis,  or,   as 
the  fcripture  calls   him,    Thammuz,   per- 
formed by  the  Phoenician  women,  on  the 

banks 
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^  *xv  ^*  banks  of  the  river  Adonis^  and  by  thofe  of 
^u^>r<j  other  nations,  in  their  cities  and  hoiifes« 

So  widely  do  the  writers  of  antiquity  differ 
in  their  accounts  of  Adonis,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  who  he  was ;  all  that  feems  certain 
concerning  him  is^  that  he  was  a  paramour  of 
Venus,  that  by  fome  fatal  accident  he  came 
to  an  untimely  end,  and  that  Venus,  to 
commemorate  his  fate,  inilitmed  xsk  an- 
nual mourning  for  him  amoog  the  wonen» 

There  is  in  Phoenicia  a  river  called  by 
the  name  of  Adonis,  h  twos  through  a  bed 
of  red  earth,  and  being  annually  overflowed 
by  the  m eking  of  the  fnow  on  the  moun^ 
tains,  wafhes  down  a  quantity  of  this  earth, 
which  tinges  its  water  of  a  bloody  colour. 
Superftition  fuppofed  that  this  colour  was 
owing  to  the  blood  of  Adcmis,  and  that 
it  was  a  (ignal  for  the  wcnnett  to  a&em^ 
ble  upon  its  banks^  and  caU  to  remem^ 
brance  the  tragical  exit  he  was  fuppofed  to 
have  made  there.  As  foon  as  they  met 
together  they  began  their  lamentations. 
Thefe  ended,  they  difciplined  themfelves 
with  whips,  then  o&xed  a  &cri&ce^    On 

the 
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the  dny  following,  pretending  that  Adonis  ^  ^^  ^* 
was  arifen  from  the  dead,  and  afcended  into 
heaven,  they  ihouted  for  joy,  Ihaved  their 
heads,  and  obliged  all  who  would  not  imi- 
tate them,  to  fuffer  proftitution  in  the  tem* 
pie  of  Venus. 

These  myfteries  were  alfo  celebrated  by 
the  Egyptian,  by  the  Ifraelitfli,  and  by  the 
Greek  women.  In  Greece  all  the  cities  put 
themfelves  lA  mourning,  coffins  were  expo- 
fed  at  every  door,  the  ftatues  of  Venus  and 
Adonis  were  carried  in  proceflion,  with  all 
the  pomp  and  ceremony  pra£lifed  at  fu- 
nerals, the  women  tore  their  hair,  beat  their 
breads,  and  counterfeited  all  the  a£^ions  and 
geftures  ufuat  in  lamenting  the  dead.  Along 
with  the  proceflion  were  carried  (hells  filled 
with  earth,  in  which  were  raifed  feveral 
forts  of  herbs,  efpecially  lettuces,  in  memory 
of  Adonis  being  laid  out  by  Venus  upon  a 
bed  of  lettuces*  After  this  a  facrifice  was 
offered,  and  the  following  day  fpent  in  ex- 
prefling  their  joy,  that  Proferpine,  at  the 
folicitatidn  of  Venus,  had  confented  to  al- 
low Adonis  to  return  from  the  JQiades  to  the 
regions  above. 

Vol.  I.  U  u  d  CerS"* 
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CHAP.  CeMimoJ^ies  wd  cttftoms,  even  Ukhi^ 
onro  tbey  arc  of  a  religious  nat^re^  like  all  other 
things,  are  frcqueotly  ol^Uievated  by  devour- 
ing tiipe ;  fbch,  howeverj,  is  n^t  the  fate  of 
that  we  have  been  now  defcribing.  It  is 
faid  that  it  dill  exiils  in  fome  places  of  the 
Levant,  with  little  variation  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  pradiled  by  the  ancient 
Gr^elw* 

Good  Though  deities,  whether  fuppofed  to  be 

whi^  of  the  mafculiue  or  feminine  gender^  were 
pcdonly  generally  wor&ipped  indifcriminately  by 
''^  both  (exe^;  yet  to  this  rule,  there  were  Ibme 
few  exc^i^tiona.  Among  the  Syriai^s  diere 
was  a  female  deity  called  the  great  Syriaa 
goddefs,  who  feems  chiefly  to  have  been 
worfhipped  by  frantic  women,  and  eunuch 
priefts.  :  In  fpite  of  every  pretenfion  to  the 
contrary,  we  mud  all  be  fom.etimes  fenfible 
of  a  natural  partiality  to  our  own  fex,.  and 
feel  ourfelves  prone  to  excufe  its  faults  and 
pity  its  infirmities^  as  incidents  to  which  we 
purfclves  are  more  liable.  Among  people 
therefore,  who  foppofe  that  their  ddties, 
like  themfelvcs,  aje  of  different  fexes^  it  will 
be  impoflible  not  to  luppofc  them  alfo  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  different  propenfities  and 

ieeliii^ 
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feelings  of  thofe  fexcs.  Hence  toothing  °'|^^ 
could  be  more  natural  than  for  women  to  LrY\J 
addrefs  themfelvcs  to^  and  imagine  they 
would  be  more  readsiiy  heard  by^  a  female 
deity  than  a*  male.  And  hence  arofe  among 
that  kx,  the  peculiar  ^oi^fhip  and  adoration 
they  paid  to  feme  of  the  godddfe^.  J^no; 
otherwife  called  Locina,  who  had  hsrfeif 
feit  the  painsr  of  child-bearings  and  was  ooi 
that  account  fuppofed  to  be  'more  fufeepti* 
Me  of  feeling  fotthofe  in  a  like  condition^ 
was  conftituttdthe'|)atroisGfsof  lying-ii^  wo«- 
men,  and  by-^thun  conflnntly  invoked  t6 
procure  a  &f£  and  eafy  dbltvery.  V^Qia; 
bedoife  (he  had  always*  retained'  her  virgU 
ntty^  was  on  thbt  account  fuppoft^i  to  be  k 
proper  patron^sfof  chaftity,  anfd  therefore 
werihipped  in  a  temple  at  Rome,  sind  in 
fortift  other  countries  by  virgins  only.  But 
of  all  the  kinds  of  adoration  paid  by  women 
to  a  female  deity,  that  of  the  Roman  ladies 
to  xhk  good  goddefs,  feems  the  moft  unac* 
countable  and  extraordinary^  as  we  are 
totally  unacquainted  with  its  origin,  its  ten^ 
dency,  and  the  tnannet  in  which  it  was 
CQ«Kki£icd, 

Uuu  ?  Aa 
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^^P*  ;  As  early  a&  the  birth  of  the  Roman  re- 
UTYV  public^  it  had  been  cufiamary  for  the  women, 
at  the  expiration  of  every  confular  year, 
to  celebrate,  in  the  houfe  of  the  conful  or 
praetor,  certain  rehgious  rites  and  ccremoh 
nies  in  honour  of  the  good  goddefs ;  but 
vhat;  thck  ceremonies  weie  we  oan  give  no 
account^  as  no  man  was  ever  allowed  to  be 
prefent  at  them,  and  no  man  was  ever  made 
acquainted  with  their  nature  and  tendency* 
All  we  can  fay  is,  thatHKrhch  the  time  ap*r 
poinied  for  celebratmg  thefe  rites  came,  the 
'Veftal  virgins  repaired  to  the  houfei .  ap? 
pointed  for  that  purpofe»  and  offered  facri- 
£ces,to  the  good  goddefs ;  but  the  facrifices 
p{fercd,:and  the  manner  of  offering  them, 
^ere  fepreu  which  to  this /day  remain  im? 
penetrable^  aod  ftrongly  contradiEl  the  com** 
fnon  opiniof),  that  qo  fecre^  is  fafe  iq  th^ 
))rea((  of  a  wpman^ 

OvK  ovn  times  lurnifib  us  with  an  inftance 
pf  a  ceremotjy  from  which  all  women  are 
carefully  excluded*;  but  the  Roman  ladies, 
in  perforiping  the  rites  facred  to  the  good 
goddefs,  were  even  more  afraid  of  the  mei^ 

than 
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than  our  ii»a(b|is:  j»re  of  women ;  for  we  are  ^  ^^  ^*  * 
told  by.  fome  auUiors,  that  fo  cautious  were 
they  of  concealment,  that  even  the  ftatues 
and  pi£liires  of  men  and  other  niale.animals 
wenB  covered  with  a  thick  veiL  The  houfe 
of  the  conful,  though  commonly  fo  large 
that  they  might  have  been  perfedly  fecured 
againft  all  intrufion  in  fome  remote  apart- 
inent  of  it^  was  obliged  to  be  evacuated  by 
pU  male  animals,  and  even  the  conful  him- 
felf  was  not  fuffered  to  remain  in  it.  Before 
they  began  their  ceremonies,  every  comer 
and  lurlungrplade  in  the  honfe  wao  carefully 
fearched,  and  no  tantion  omitted  to  prevent 
all  poffibility  of  being  difcovered  by  imper- 
tinent curiofity,  or  diftarbed  by  prefumptive 
intrufion*  But  thefd  cautions  were  not  all 
the  guard  that  was  placed  around  them;  the 
laws  of  the  Romans  made  it  death  for  any 
pan  to  be  prefent  at  their  folemnity. 


-Such  being  the  precautions  for  infuring  ^^"^ 
the  fecreicy  of  this  ceremony,  it  was  only  intruded 
once  attempted  to  be  violated,  though  it  ^Ciw^ 
exifted  from  the  foundation  of  the  Roman 
empire  till  the  introdudion  of  cfariftianity ; 
and  even  this  attempt  was  made,    not  fo 
piuch  perhaps  with  a  view  to  be  prefent  at 

the 
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'CH  A 

XV. 


^'  tiie  fXTfsmovxy,  »  td  falfir  an  ^(ngttatioti 


O-v^^    witk  a    miftreft.     Pomptia,    the  wile  of 
Caefar,  faaving  been  Tui^«ifte4  «f  a  ciimilial 
cofrefponkicnoe  with  ClddiuK,  And  fo  dpfely 
w^iched  that  Oner  dotild£iid  Aoi*oppw%iiifitty 
of  ^raiifyihg^  her  paflipn*  •  At  laft,-  by  tkts 
jiie^i^.jofia  fetmle  fiave^  letd^danaffigtia^- 
ti^  with  faim  at  the  icelebnsuion  of 'the  riteft 
<»^  the  good  goddefs.    <Ilbditt!^' wiis  titirt^ded 
to  Cofye*  in  the  .habit  of  ^  fiftging-giti^  a 
c}>dtr^er.  r  rh^i  could  leafi ly ^pcrib^Qklx^  b^iiig 
y^w^g  and^Ca  fairtrompicxibm    Ak  fooit 
a$.the  -Q^Ye  law!  him  etsteii  -flMftan  «a  itiFdni 
h^,  99^^r^». «  The  raiflnrds^rebger.  iter 'meet 
her 'l0vQfj  liimDediabelyrleft:  the  cothf^iiyi 
a|»l  ^ew  luEtf  feir  iiMKi  liis  ^  armk^ '  but  could 
fiottxf.  prevailed  upoii  t6  rctortitoift'ibifooii 
as  he.  thoQ^t  neceBsuqf  •-  for  theie  mntoal 
iafety;  MR^  which 'hQa;t09Pe>hintifeIF'fex>ni 
her,  and  Ip^gab  to  take  a  walk  thrOogk  the 
rooms,  always  avoiding  the  light  as  much 
as  ppiTibk,    While  he.  w^  thu3  talking" by 
himfelf,  a  maid-fervfkQt  ,ocleo(led  him^  and 
de&red  him  to  fing»    {I«  rtook  oo  notice  of 
her^  hut  (he  fpUowied  ahd  urged  him  fo 
clofely,  that  at  lad  he  was  obliged  to  fpeak* 
His  voice  immediately  betmyed  hia  fex«*  The 
maid  ihr^ksdj  and  ruRnia^  i^U)  tbe  toom 

whcTe 
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where  tti^.ri^es  were  peribrmtng,  tcftd  that  a  ^'^^  **•. 
map.  was  in  the  hQu£^  iThewofnen,  in  the  wv\j 
utmoft  e^ftQmatw»)»  .threw  ai/veal  over  the 
nyll^Vih  ordered  the  doiC^s.  to  be  fecured, 
and  with  .lights^  in  their  Wnd$>  ran  a2K>ut  the 
houfc  f^wqhiv^  for  Upie  fisKrritegious  intruder. 
Thfiy  fbiuid  bim  in  the  apartment  of  the 
flave  who  had  admitted  hin),  drove  him  out 
with  i^opminy^  and^  -though  it  WAS  the  mid*  * 
die  of  th^  nigbt;^  ia^qw^diately  d4r|>crfedy  to 
gjlve  anacconnt  to  their  huefbands.  of  what 
had  happened.  Clq4iu&  was  ibon  a&er  ao* 
cufed  of  having .  profaned  the  holy  rites ; 
htUt  tihe  populaqe  de<(lafed  in  his  favour, 
and  the  judges^  fearmg  a&  infurre^iian,  were 
obliged,  to  acqioit  him. 

Ik  a  country  where  the  women  were  lefs 
regarded  than  at  Rotpe;^  and  wbere  lefs  con- 
fidence was  repofed  in  their  probity  and 
honour,  the  men  would  probably  have  fup- 
pofedv  that  ceremonies  &>  carefully  concealed 
from  tbrir  knowledge^  were  either  i&unical 
ta  virtue  or  to  the;  ftate.  But  that  no  fuch 
iufpicions  were  entc^^ined  by  the  Romans, 
we  learn  ffom  QicejOj  whQ,  fpeaking  of 
thefe  myilevie&i  fays^  ''  What  facrifice  is 
*^  tb»T9  fo  aacientj -^^  that  which  has  been 

*'  handed 
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c  HA  P.  u  handed  down  to  us  from  our  ifiift  kingi^^ 

\y^r\j   "  and  is  coeval  with  Rome  heifelf  ?  What 

"  facrifice  is  the.]re  fo  private  and  fecret,  as 

"  that  which  is  concealed^  not  only  from  the 

eyes  of  the  curious  and  inquifitive,  but 

from  the  fight  of  all  men,  and  where 

neither  the  moft  profligate  wickednefs  nor 

impudence  ever  yet  prefumed  to  enter? 

'*  This  facrifice  no  man  except  Clodius  was 

ever  fo  impious  as  to  violate ;  no  man  but 

Clodius  ever  thought^  without  the  utmoft 

"  horror,  of  afiifting  at  it.    This  facrifice^ 

which  is  performed  by  the  Veftal  virgins, 

which  is  performed  for  the  profperity  of 

'^  the  Roman  people,  which  is  performed  in 

"  the  houfe  of  the  chief  magiftrate,  celebra- 

^  ted  with  unknown  ceremonies,  and  in  hch 

*•  nour  of  a  goddefs,  whofe  very  name  to 

know  is  facrilege ;  this  facrifice  Clodius 

prophaned/* 
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In  fubfequent  periods,  it  has  been  alleged 
by  fome,  that  whatever  opinion  the  Romans 
themfelves  entertained  of  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies performed  in  honour  of  this  good 
goddefs,  they  muft  have  been  at  leaft  of  an 
indelicate  nature ;  elfe  why  all  this  care  and 
folicitude  of  the  women  to  conceal  them 

from 
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from  tlK  meh?  ftut  we  think  it  u  more  ^h^'- 
taatural,  as  well  as  charitable,  to  fuppofei 
that  as  the  Romans  had  a  deity  to  prefidQ 
almoft  over  every  patticulat  circumftanccs 
and  a£iion,  this  good  goddefs  muft  either 
have  been  confidered  as  the  pattonefs  of  th« 
fex  iti  general,  Or  the  particulaf  patronefs 
of  fome  of  their  affairs  and  concerns ;  and 
that  on  this  Account  the  womea  imagined^ 
nothing  could  be  fo  acceptable  to  her,  as 
rites  and  Ceremonies  performed  only  by  that 
fex,  and  for  the  profperity  of  thofir  affiurs 
Vrhich  (he  patronifed^ 


*♦• 


Im  the  religion  of  th£  modem  Jews^  there 
are  fome  ceremonies  peculiar  to  their  wo*  the  j€wA 
hfien*  At  the  commencement  of  their  fab- 
bath,  which  is  on  the  Friday  evening  at  half 
an  liour  before  the  fun  fets,  every  cotlfden* 
tious  Jew  muft  have  a  lamp  lighted  in  his 
houfe,  even  though  he  (hould  borrow  the 
oil  of  his  neighbouri  The  lighting  of  thefe 
lamps  is  a  kind  of  religious  rite,  invariably 
tifligned  to  the  women,  iii  order,  fay  they, 
to  rccal  to  their  memory,  the  crime  by  which 
their  originsd  'mother  firft  extingui(hed  the 
Itoip  o(  righteoufnefs,  and  to  teach  them^ 
that  tKey'  ou^t  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
VoLi  L  X  X  X  powtr 
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^^v.^'  power  to  atoiie  for  thatx:i:ime,  by  rekindling 
w>o  it.  Inftead  of  the  fcape-goat,  which  this 
people  formerly  loaded  with  tjieir  fixiys,  and 
fent  into  the  wildernefs,  they  now  fubftitute 
a  fowK  Every  fathef  of  a  family  takes  a 
white  cock,  and  the  mother  of  the  family 
a  white  hen,  which  Ihe  ftrikes  upon  the 
head,  repeating  at  every  ftroke,  **  Let  this 
?f  hen  atonie  for  ray  fin$;  ftie  {hall  die,  but 
V  I  fliall  live/'  This  done,  {he  twi{ls  her 
neck,  and  cuts  her  throat,  to  fignify,  that 
without  {bedding  of  blop4. there  is  no  remif* 
fion  of  {in.  If  a  woman,  however,  happens 
to  be  pregnant  at  the  time  of  this  ceremony, 
as  {he  caifnot  afcertaifi^  wj^ther  the|infant 
.  is  a  male  or  a  femalegr:  that,  its  fms,  of  what- 
ever gender  it  be,  may  not  be  unexpiated, 
j(he  takes  both,  a  hen  and  a  cock,  that  {he 
may  be  a{rured  of  having  performed  the 
fieremqpy  a^  required  by  their  law. 


ccremo-  .  ^^til  R  E  V E R  politcnefs  has  iUroped  a  real 
mourning  v&lufe  upon  bcauty,  there  is  ba/rdly  any  cir- 
peculiar    cum{lante  powerful  enough  ,tp  induce  the 

lo  women  *  *  .  ,    .  *    t^  •    ^  '.  " ' 

fair  fex  to  injure,  or  evep  for  a  time"  ta  im^ 
|>|iir  the  lu{lre  of  it;;  bur  wljprij  this  i;\atara} 
^advdntag^  fca^celyj  emitles^  the{  pofSefToi:, ixf 
myi:  fwperipr  ai^eniion. .  of  re^rcj, ^  it'  is,  of 

'  .'  .    C<Mxfe-^ 


■.^      V^ 


cbnT^^JUQice'  cultivated  with  Icfs  afTiduity,  ^^^' 
2^ . J)rtJferved  with  lefs  folicitude.    Women,   vyvxj 
In  die '  politer  countries  of  Europe^  even 
when  obliged  to   drefs   themfelves  in   the 
weeds  .of  ktrvew  and  affli£lion,  never  lofe       '  \ 
fight  of  the  i(ka  of  appearing  lovely,   and  * 

ufuaUy  contrive  matters,  fp,  ,as  that  even 
fhqiT  weeds  n>ay  add  fomething  to  their 
ph^irms^.by  giving  thefla^s^  Janguifting  and 
melancholy  air ;  circun>flaGices  which  often 
render  beguty, more  irreiiftable,  than  when  it 
is  arrayed  in  all  the  tinfel  glare  of  (how,  and 
frippery  lof  falhion^  In  the  rude  ages  of 
antiquity  I  women  on  the  death  of  relations, 
fi^em  to  have  forgot  every  idea  of  beauty, 
ajQid  every  fenfe  of  paii^ ;.  tj^ofe  of  modem 
nations,  ii^to  whofe  plan. of  life  elegance 
and  polife^nefs  have  not  yft  entered,,  in  the 
melancholy  moments  dedicated  to  mourn- 
ing, regardlefs  of  every  thing  but  the  cuAom 
of  their  country,  or  rather,  perhaps,  of  the 
impulfes  of  their  heart,  not  only  eclipfe  the 
prefent  luftre  of  their  charms,  but,  by  the 
wounds  and  flafhes  which  they  make  upoH 
their  bodies,  cruelly  deface  them  for  ever. 

It  was  throughout  all  antiquity -a  pre* 
vailing  opinion,  that  no  ofiFeaded  dei^y  would 

X  X  X  2  grant 
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^icv^*  would  grant  forglvenelk  without  blood) 

t/^^'N-  hence  almoft  every. people  upon  eatth  fliitt^ 

y^^  *^  cd  the  tkars  of  Uieir  gods  with  the  blood  of 

wmm4tas  human  or  of  more  ignoble  viftinis,    Bui 


fthTi  ia   Wood  was  not  only  neceflary  to  appeafb  a 
aioiinii|i£  god  when  offended,  it  was  alfo  the  moft  ef* 
Ie6)ua]  means  of  rendering  him  ptopitious, 
and  procuring  from  him  any  favour.    And 
hence,  glrnoft  in  every  nation,  thofe  who 
approached  a  deity  to  a(k  any  particulat 
favour  of  him,  mangled  and  tore  their  pwf) 
lleflb,  as  the  furefl  method  of  obtaining  their 
requeft^  Nor  was  it  their  deities  a)one,  which 
the  bncients  fuppofed  wfci«  delighted  with 
blood ;  the  ghofts,  alfo,  of  their  deceafed 
relations  approa<^hing  in  (heir  (eparate  (late 
nearer  to  the  natui^  of  theib  deities,  likewife      i 
nsfembled  them  in  xhk  partii:ular.  It  is  there  i      j 
fore  not  imprpbable,    that  the  cuftom  pf 
wounding  and  tearing  the  flefli  in  mourning, 
V^s  i6r(^  introdqced  to  appeafe  the  ghofts  of 
deceafed  friends;    to  ftipplicate  them  for 
fome  particular  favour;  to  (hew  them  how 
much  they  yctp  loved  and  lam^iited  by      I 
thofe  whqm  they  had  left  behind  them  on 
^arth;  on  to  feaft  them  with  human  bloody 
upon  yrhich  they  were  fuppofed  by   the 
G)fee.ks  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  naT 

tions 
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itoti8»  to  regak  t^Mn&lves  whh  a  peculiar  ^  i*^^  *'• 
l^letfTiire.  But  from  whatever  caufe  this  v^/w^ 
cuftom  pftMreed^d,  uie  9Vt  well  aflhred  that 
the  women  of  Egypt,  Phoenicia,  Greece^ 
lind  perhaps  of  Aiany  other  nations,  mangled 
And  disfigured  themielves  foy  wounds,  on  the 
^^th  of  their  friends  and  relations^ 

•  But  this  cultom  wa^  not  peculiar  to  ai^ 
tiquity ;  it  has  been  handed  down  even  to 
our  times.  Iii  Otaheite,  ftpd  leveral  of  the 
«ther  ifiandis  around  k,  the  women,  either 
hi  compliaiice  with  the  cuftom  of  their 
Co\Mity,  Of  rather  perhaps/ when  the  idea 
of  ibme  departed  friend  j^ole  into  their 
motnory,  thou^  in  ihe  height  of  a  fit  of 
^ittfa  and  jollity,  immediately  alfumed  the 
appearanee  of  the  deepeft  forrdw,  wounded 
iheir  heads  with  the  tooth  of  a  fhark^  till 
tlie  blood  ran  down  their  f^ices ;  and  as  foon 
a$  the  ceremony  was  ended^  or  perfiaps  the 
idea  of'  the  departed  friend  driven  out  by' 
another  of  a  more  pleafureable  nature,  the 
trattfitioi)  from  forrow  to  joy  was  as  inftai)^ 
taneous  as  it  had  before  been  fVom  joy  to 
fori-ow. 

This 
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^  "xv:*^'  :  .T»ia  Qtrimonyj  hbjiroifeiv?Qf  our  modern 
Vw/>-\j  favages,  although  cruel  in  itstnaiure^  is^nl)r 
of  a  (hort  duration^  and  gives  but  little  in- 
terrujxtion  to  the  more  chfcarful;  feiiifatioiis. 
But  the  mourning  of  the  .Ctecian  woitaeq 
wfe;  iong,  and,  while  it  lafted, ;  ftruck  out 
of  exirtepce  every  thing  th^t  cpijltj  be  called 
joyous  or  amuling.  They  not  only  beat 
tj[iiiribrt.a%i  Wldc-tur^  thw-f^oe3  ^tH  t^fcir 
X^ils.  but  alfoldivelled  themfelyea  of  all  theif 
ornaments,  ,l>iid.  aftde  .theiiy  'jpwel§,  -jhfiir 
gold, .a.nd  wiyjtgxf r.  V^SriOelto  ^¥1^ : J>re<;i.QU» 
in  -frppveji,  •fequefter^::vtfianBjfelV(e8  from 
Qoit^any,  a]>d  refufed  .alli4^..<{0^f9rt$.^pd 
conveniences,  of  life,  ftiujipja^ -tj^  Hftht  ^s, 
9(lious,,'  and  poured  d^rliiin}(^df<i$rAnd  melfu>- 
chply  retirqrp^nt*  They. filP^. tpr^  pr  cutoff 
t^eir  h?Lir,  and  eith^.  caft  itrjfi^  the  fvuieral 
pile,  ^  JO.  he  .f  opfuined  al<¥ig  .y^Hh  die ;  body 
qf  i^e  pefl^n  fp,r  vfhomj  they  flwmrRed,  or 
into  the  tjcunb,,  to  b&  buried  ^onaAvithit, 
Oiitirig  ofE'thB  Jifiif  was  not,  ho^^rever, .  afi 
invariable  /cuftonu  •  Some  jap  r,a^ou^  with 
it  (iiftevellcd^  plotjiing  themfelves  in'  the 
cparicft  garments,  thrpwing^jdruft  i)poji  their 
heads  and  faces,  and  even  fomctiraes  prof- 
trating  themfelves  upon  the  earth,  and  rol- 
ling in  the  duft;  cuftpras  which  feera  \o  have 

been 
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pradifed  from  the  cftrlieft-  antiquity,  asf  ^'^y/*- 
expreflive  of  the  deepeft  forroW  and  afflic*^  onov^, 
lion;  On  the  death  of  perfoj&s  who  were 
4iftingui{hed  for  their  valour  or  meriti  not 
latisfied  with  cutting  off  their  own  hair»  the 
Perfians  alfo  cut  off  that  of  their  horfes  and 
beails  of  burden,;  th^t  every  ^pl)je£l  around 
them  might  call  to  their  memory  the  lofs 
they  had  fuftaine^. .       7     * « 


/. 


•  B^siDts  the  c^remoni^  already  men-* 
tionedj  the  wbmcjn  ;in  anci^it  times^.  as 
direfted  by  fanqy  or  inftigated  by  regard^ 
decked  thfe  tcwbf^  of  their  rdeteafed  friends, 
hung  lamps  upon  thetn^  and  adotned  them 
with  a  variety  of  herbs  andfl<>wcr5;  a  cuf* 
tool  at  this  time  obferved  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Conilantinople  and  its  Heighbourhood, 
who  not  only  adoi^i  ijfit  tpmbspf, their  dead, 
buf  plant  their  burying-grounds  tvith  rofe^ 
tnary,  jqypref^,  atid  other  odoriferous  Ihrubs 
^ndflowqr^.feufc:  whether  with'  2^  view  to 
D]e^  ,t^^' mi^nes  of  the  dead^  or  pore^rve 
the* health  of5hq.Uy;ng,  is  uncertairj.  There 
lyere^ther  omaments^  befides  .the{e  .we  have 
now  (mentioned,  ufed  by  the  women  of-  an- 
^uitv  tOj  deck- the,  ton^s.,    Xhe . iGr^eks, 

,^W^/i5f  Jy»&i>y?«..<^i^.9f:a  dcceafed 
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cw;^**  lover  rcitind  with  locks  of  Ac  hair  of  h» 
fniftrafs.  They  likewife  made  offerings,  and 
poured  out  Kbations  to  the  ghofts,  whcmi 
they  fuppofed  to  fmelti  to  eat^  and  to  drink 
as  they  did  while  upon  earth.  This  was  not 
only  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  an- 
cients, but  has  not  as  yet  been  totally  obli'' 
terated.  Into  a  fraall  hole  left  at  the  head 
of  the  gravc^  the  Gaurs  thnift  vi6luak  and 
drink  for  (eVeral  days,  to  regale  the  depaned 
fpirii,  which  is  fuppofed  frequently  tovifit 
the  body  frcmi  which  it  has  been  jfeparated. 
The  Americans  carry  prcvifions  to  the  torobg 
of  their  dead,  for  feveral  mornings  after 
.  they  are  buried,  and  fometimes  make  fires 
by  the  graves,  that  the  ghofls  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  Warming  themfel ves.  In  the 
£aft  Indicii^  6  peribn  is  no  fooner  dead  thatt 
the  women  aifemble  and  rub  his  face  with 
rice ;  and  at  Narva,  oner  of  the  principal 
towns  of  Livonia,  they  celebrate  a  remark- 
able feflival  facred  to  the  manes  of  the  dead* 
Oh  the  eve  of  Whitfuntidt,  the  women  al^ 
femWe  in  the  church-yard,  and  fpreading 
napkins  on  the  graves  and  tombftones,  cover 
them  with  a  variety  o^  difhes  of  bfxnled  and 
fried  ft(h,  cnftards,  and  painted  egg»;  and 
to  render  theiti  more  agree^le  to  the  ghoft^. 
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the  prieft,  while  he  is  praying  over  them,  ^  "^ 
perfumes  them  with  frankincenfe,  the  wo- 
nien  all  the  time  howling  and  lameating  in 
the  moil:  difmal  maQner,  mean  .while  the 
moje  inteiligent  clerk  is  not  lefs  afliduoufly 
employed  in  defrauding  the  ghofts,  by  ga- 
thering up  all  the  viands  for  the  ufe  of  the 
4prteft. 

There  is  not  perhaps  among  mankin(J,  ^^^"^^ 
a  Cultom  more  general  than  mournmg  for  ing  for 
jthe  dead ;  nor  is  their  a  nation  exifUng  in  ^^^^^ 
-which  .the  women  do  not,  either  ftom  cuf- 
Jtom  or  the  tendemcfs  of  their  nature,  a3;  a 
principal  part  in  this  folemnityi    There  arc 
.however  fome  people,  as  the  ancient  Traufes^ 
.who  inftead  of  reckoning  death  a  fubjeft  of 
lamentation,  rejoice  at  it  as  a  happy  de- 
liverance from  pain  and  adverfity;    and 
others,  who,  though  they  commonly  mourn 
at  the  death  of  their  friends  and  relations, 
;rejoice  at  it  when  attended  with  particular 
xircumftanceSi     The  Gjfeek  and  Roman  fa- 
thers,   and,   what    is  more  extraordinary^ 
even  the  mothers,  rejoiced  when  their  fons 
fell  in  the  defence  of  their  country.    The 
Chriftians,  in  feveral  periods,  rejoiced  when 
their  friends^  being  put  ]to  death  by  perfe- 
VoL#  L  Y  y  y  cutoVs^ 
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<^"AP.  cutors,  were  numbered  among  thofe  who 
i-^YNj  were  reckoned  worthy  of  the  crown  of  mar* 
tyrdom.  The  women  of  modern  Egypt, 
though  on  other  occafions  they  lament  over 
the  dead  with  the  moft  difmal  outcries,  when 
a  Sheick  departs  this  life,  demonftrate  the 
moft  extravagant  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  be* 
caufe,  fay  they,  a  Sheick  muft,  at  death, 
infalliably  enter  into  the  paradife  of  the 
bleffed,  ^  ^ 


st»»rce.      Besides  thefe  ceremonies  of  religion  and 

remoniet         f,  .  i  •    i       i  i 

ofwomen.  ot  moummg,  which  the  women  have  ap- 
propriated to  themfelves,  there  are  others 
obferved  by  them,  which,  arifing  from  their 
nature,  and  the  circumftances  attending  it, 
may,  for  that  reafon,  be  denominated  fexual. 
In*Chiragua,  when  a  girl  arrives  at  a  certain 
age,  her  female  relations  inclofe  her  in  a 
hammoc,  and  fufpend  it  from  the  roof  of  her 
cottage.  Having  remained  in  this  hammoc 
for  one  month,  they  let  it  down  half  way; 
at  the  end  of  another  month,  the  neigh- 
bouring women  aflemble,  and  having  armed 
themfelves  with  clubs  and  ftaves,  enter  the 
cottage  in  a  frantic  manner,  ftriking  furioufly 
upon  every  thing  wkhin  it^  Having  afied 
this  farce  for  fome  time,  one  of  them  declares 

that 
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that  flie  has  killed  the  ferpent  which  had  ^  ^  ^* 
flung  the  girl,  upon  which  ftie  is  liberated  onro 
from  her  confinement,  the  women  rejoice 
fpr  fome  time  together,  and  then  depart 
every  one  to  her  own  home.    Among  fome 
of  the  Tartarian  tribes,  when  a  girl  arrives 
at  the  fame  period  of  life,  they  (hut  her  up 
for  a  few  days,  and  afterward  hang  a  fignal 
on  the  top  of  her  tent,  to  let  the  young  men 
know  that  fhe    is    become    marriageable. 
Among  others  of  thcfe  tribes,  the  parents  of 
the  girl  make  a  feafl  on  this  occafion,  ^nd 
having  invited  their  neighbours,  and  treated 
them  with  milk  and  horfe  flelh,  they  declare 
that  their  daughter  is  become  marriageable ; 
and  that  they  are  ready  to  difpofe  of  her  as 
foon  as  a  proper  opportunity  Qiall  offer.    In 
Circaflia  and  Georgia^  where  parents  are 
fometimes  obliged  to  marry  their  daughters 
while  infants,  to  prevent  their  being  viQ^- 
gently  taken  from  them  by  the  rich  and 
powerful,  the  circumilance  of  a  girl  being 
arrived  at  the  time  of  puberty,  is  frequently 
concealed  for  fome  time,  as  the  hufband  has 
then  a  right  to  demand  her,  and  the  parents 
perhaps  think  her  too  young  for  the  matri-^ 
mpnial  ilate« 

Yyy  2  In 
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^  ^^  ^-      I*  the  BraziFs,  aiid  amort^  (bme  tril>es-  c>f 
c^'vsj    the  Canadians,  they  oblige  the  fex,  during 
their  perodicar  pXifgations,  to  fhiit  th^ra- 
felvc5  up  in  Httle   huts  built  on   purpofe, 
Thefe  huts  are  always  at  fortie  diftanee  from 
the  villages,  and  the  provifiofts  for  the  women 
Confined  there,   are  daily  carried  to  them 
with  as  nvuch  care  and  cifcumfpeSion,  as 
in  Europe  we  would  carry  thetft  to  a  houfe 
infefted  with  the  plague.  The  kws  of  Mofes, 
perhaps,  firft  taught  mankind  that  t^  tduch- 
itig  of  certain  objttfis^  infetted  the  body  with 
a  pollutioTr  difagteeable  to'  the  Dcky  ;   tbi^' 
do6irine  has  fence  found  its  way  i#tp'  rtany 
othet  fyftems  of  reKgioii,  that  of  the  Bra- 
zilians is  fof  ftrift  ift  thi»  parlicwter,  that  ih6 
iteen  ob%6  theif  wofmen  to  fweatf  hf  thta 
Fetiche,  or  houfehdlc*  ^&^,  i^hm,  they  be- 
lieve vroujd  execute  iitiniediaW  ve'Agearice 
on  theni  it  they  fwdre  falfely,  Ihrfl  they  ^iW 
never  conceal  the  time  of  fheii'  purgations, 
tior  i^ftdeed  would  it  be  fafe  for  thcfm  to  (k>fo, 
becaufe,  it  they  fhould  thtn  be'  de^fted  drcA 
fing  vi^luab  for  the  riieii,  infta*\t  death  would 
immediately  be  the  punifhmeftt,    1b  all  civi- 
Kzed  countries^  as  foon  as  a  young  virgin 
becomes  marriageable,  fte  endeavours  to  im- 
prove the  charms  of  nature  by  the  addition 

of 
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of  art*  In  the  BtaiiU  they  fccm  to  aft  upon  ^  ^^  p. 
a  contrary  J>lan.     They  bum  or  cut  off  the  Lrv\j 
hair  of  her  head,  they  make  incifions  on  Jier 
body  from  her  fhouldcrs  to  her  waift,  and 
they  daub  thefe  incifions  with  a  corrofivc 
powder,  which  makes  indellible  marks  on 

4 

the  flcin.  After  one  month  they  repeat  thcfc 
incifions,  and  rub  the  girl  on  the  third  month 
with  a  greafy  black  ointment,  fhe  then  be* 
gins  to  appear  abroad,  being  by  all  thefe 
different  operations  now  reckoned  a  deli* 
licious  morfel  to  take  to  the  arms  of  an 
adoring  lover.  In  Congo,  they  have  a  cuf- 
torn  fomething  fimilar,  though  much  lefs 
bm-biarons.  They  (have  the  head  of  a  young 
woftian  at  the  age  of  puherty,  leaving  only 
a  fmaU  tuft  on  the  foretop.  As  foon  as  this 
operation  is  performed,  it  is  a  fignal  that  (he 
is  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  the  men  may  apply 
jurcordingly. 

Among  the  circumftances  which  give  rife 
to  thefe  cuftoms  which  we  have  called  fcx- 
nal,  child-bearing  is  ope  of  the  moft  particu- 
lar. As  in  child-bearing  fome  little  afliftancc 
has  generally  been  ncceflary  in  almoft  all 
countries ;  to  aflford  this  affiftance,  the  wo- 
men have  commonly  employed  midwives 

of 
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CHAP,  pf  their  own  fex.    The  Athenians  were  the 

XV.        ^ 

Lyvx>  only  people  of  antiquity  who  did  otherwifc. 
They  had  a  law  which  prohibited  women 
and  flaves  from  praftifing  phyfic.     As  mid- 
wiFer)'  was  accounted  one  of  the  branches 
of  this  art,  many  lives  had  been  loft,  becaufe 
the  women  would  not  fubmit  to  be  delivered 
by  men.  A  woman  called  Agnodice,  in  order 
to  refcue  her  fex  from  this  difficulty,  dreffed 
herfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  man,  and  having 
ftudicd  the  art  of  phyfic,  revealed  herfelf  to 
the  women,  who  all  agreed  to  employ  no 
other.    Upon  this  the  reft  of  the  phyftcians^ 
enraged  that  ftie  (hould  monopolize  all  the 
bufinefs,  arraigned  her  before  the  court  of 
Areopagus,   as  having  only  obtained  the 
preference  to  them  by  cormpting  the  chaf. 
tity  of  the  wives  whom  ftie  delivered.   This 
obliging  her  to  difcover  her  fex,  the  phyfi- 
cians  then  profecuted  her  for  violating  the 
laws  of  her  country.     The  principal   ma- 
trons of  the  city,  now  finding  her  in  fuch 
danger,  aflembled  together,  came  into  the 
court,  and  petitioned  the  judges  in  her  fa- 
vour.   The  petition  of^the  matrons  was  fo 
powerful,  and  the  reafons  which  they  urged 
for  having  employed  her,  fo  conducive  ta 
^hc  prefervation  of  female  delicacy,  that  a 

laMF 
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law  was  made,  allowing  women  to  praflife  ^  ^^  ^^ 
midwifery.    The  fex  ^availed  themfelves  of  ^.y-vx> 
this  law,  and  the  afliftance  of  the  men  foon 
became  unfaftiionable. 

Among  the  Romans,  and  the  Arabians, 
who  after  them  cultivated  the  fcience  of 
medicine  with  great  affiduity,  the  women,  ^ 
in  cafes  of  difficulty^  fometimes  fubmitted  to 
be  delivered  by  a  man;  but  this  was  far  JFrom 
being  a  matter  of  choice  or  a  general  prac- 
tice :  nor  was  it  till  the  latter  end  of  the  laft 
century,  and  beginning  of  this,  when  excefs 
of  politenefs  in  France  and  Italy  began  to 
eradicate  delicacy,  that  the  fex  came  fo  much 
into  the  mode  of  being  delivered  by  male 
praftitioners;  a  mode  which  ftrongly  indi- 
cates the  decline  of  delicacy,  and  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  is  likely  to  deflroy 
challity  alfo. 

The  Greek  find  Roman  women  imagined 
that  the  palm-tree  poffeffed  a  power  of  eafing 
the  pain  of  child-bearing;  they  therefore 
when  feized  with  it^  grafped  palm  branches 
in  their  hands,  and  devoutly  fupplicated  the 
goddefs  Lucina.  The  ancient  Germans, 
deititute  of  more  rational  methods^  placed 

all 
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^»^^-  all  their  hopes  in  magical  girdles,  which 
w>nrv>  they  tied  about  their  women,  and  which, 
according  to  them,  had  the  virtues  of  pro- 
curing immediate  eaCe,  and  promoting  a 
fpeedy  delivery.  But  the  power  of  thefe 
girdles  did  not  terminate  here,  it  extended 
even  to  the  child  as  well  as  to  the  moiher ; 
and  a  fon,  born  by  their  afliftance,  was  un- 
doubtedly to  be  brave,  and  a  daughter  to. 
be  chafte;  hence  fuch  girdies  wcue  carefully 
kept  in  the  repofitorics  of  kings  and  of  other 
great  perfon»ges.  A  few  years  ago,  :fome 
of  thQm  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  fanulies 
of  the  chieftains  of  Scotland.  They  were 
marked  with  many  tmyftical  figures,  and  the 
ceremony  of  binding  them  about  the  women 
in  labour^  was  accompanied  with  certain 
myftical  words  and  geftures;  which  only 
fome  particular  women  were  fuppofed  to 
underftand  ;  a  circumftance  by  w^ch  it  ap- 
pears that  their  pretended  utility  depended 
more  on  ideal  magic,  than  on  their  intrinfic 
virtues.  Every  age  and  country  has  its  pe- 
culiar follies  and  abfurdities ;  ours  has  many 
noflrums  to  prevcAt  the  p^in  neceffarily  at- 
tending on  child-bearing,  and  they  arc  juft 
95  well  calculated  to  perform  an  impofli- 
bility,  as  the  methods  yft  havfi^  hssa  now 
4efcribing.  In 


OF     WOMEN.  537 

In  polite  countries,  where  the  female  ^"xv^* 
feelings  are  at  all  times  exceedingly  accute^  v./vx^ 
and  more  particularly  fo  at  that  of  child- 
bearing,  we  folicitoufly  guard  them  from 
every  furprife,  and  from  every  noife,  left 
the  effefts  of  thefe,  fhould  in  moments  fo 
critical,  prove  fatal  to  their  exiftence.  The 
Canadians  prodeed  upon  a  plan  direftly  op- 
pofite:  fenfible  of  the  prodigious  efforts 
occalioned  by  any  unexpefted  event,  when 
a  woman  is  flow  in  being  delivered,  and 
nature  feems  unable  to  perform  her  office, 
as  many  neighbours  as  they  can  colleft  to- 
gether, privily  affemble  at  the  door  of  her 
cabin,  and  all  at  once  begin  to  fliout  the 
War  hoop.  The  furprife  throws  the  woman 
into  convulfions,  and  the  confequence  gene* 
rally  is,  that  the  child  is  brought  forth  in  a 
few  minutes.  The  Canadian  women  fre- 
quently have  huts  without  the  village,  ap- 
propriated to  child-bearing,  where  they  are 
obliged  to  remain  during  the  time  of  their 
purgation,  which  anfwers  nearly  to  that  in- 
flituted  by  Mofes. 

In  fome  climates,  where  the  conditution 

is  relaxed  by  heat,  and  at  the  fame  time  not 

vitiated  by   thefe  habits  which  in  politer 

Vol.  I.  Z  z  z  nations 
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^  ^^  ^'  nations  deftroy  mankind,  women  are  faid  to 
0'-v\j  be  delivered  with  little  pain,  and  frequently 
without  apy  affiftance ;  nor  is  this  fmgularity 
altogether  peculiar  to  warm  countries,  but 
fcems  to  depend  more  on  living  agreeably  to 
nature,  than  on  climate,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumftance ;  for  we  have  heard  it  afTerted  by 
feveral  people  who  have  been  in  Canada^ 
that  fome  of  the  favage  women  when  they 
feel  the  fymptoms  of  labour  coming  upon 
them,  Ileal  filently  into  the  woods,  lay  them- 
felvcs  down  there,  and  are  delivered  alone« 
Every  woman  fuckles  her  own  child,  and 
during  all  the  time  of  her  doing  fo,  which 
is  commonly  two  or  three  years,  fhe  never 
cohabits  with  her  hufband, 

ccrcmo-  i^  countrics  wbcre  the  virtue  of  the  fex 
cuftoms  is  fuppofed  to  be  fecured  by  the  ideas  of  re- 
arifiiig      jiaion  and  the  fenfe  of  moral  reftitude,  mar- 

from  P  .  *        ^ 

marriage,  ried  womeu  are  under  no  particular  reftraint 
in  the  abfence  of  their  hufbands ;  but  in 
Hindoftan,  when  the  hufband  is  from  home, 
the 'wife  muft  not  appear  chearful,  muft  not 
eat  delicate  viftuals,  nor  drefs  herfelf  in  fine 
cloaths,  nor  fit  at  the  window  of  her  apart- 
ment, nor  in  (hort  do  any  thing  but  fuch  as 
indicates  forrow  and  fubjeflion.    In  France 

and 
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and  Italy,  the  cafe  is  almoft  in  every  par-  ^^y  ^• 
ticular  the   reverfe,     and  in   England  the  ^^^ry-^ 
ladies  are  too  fall  following  the  faftiionable 
example. 

In  Poland  the  women  of  middling  condi^ 
tion  are  not  allowed  to  marry,  till  they  have 
wrought  with  their  own  hands  three  bafketf- 
ful  of  cloaths,  which  they  are  obliged  to 
prefent  to  the  guefts  who  attend  them  on 
their  wedding-day.  In  Wallachia,  the  bride 
wears  a  veil  on  the  day  before,  and  on  that 
of  her  marriage ;  whoever  unveils  her  is 
entitled  to  a  kifs ;  but  to  prevent  too  much 
impertinence,  the  bride  may  in  retum  de- 
mand a  prefent,  and  the  requeft  muft  be 
complied  with.  The  ancient  Germans  had^ 
and  their  defendants  continue  to  this  day, 
a  ceremony  called  Morgengabe,  or  mom- 
jng-gift,  which  the  hufband  is  obliged  to 
prefent  to  the  bride  on  the  morning  after 
their  marriage,  and  which  becomes  her  fole 
and  abfolute  property,  and  fhe  may  difpofe 
of  it  in  her  lifetime  or  at  her  death.  Some 
traces  of  a  like  cuftqm  are  to  be  met  with 
among  us,  but  it  is  here  only  voluntary; 
there  it  is  enforced  by  a  law.  Formerly 
^mong  the  peafants  of  Britain,  when  a  bride 

Z  z  z  2  was 
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^  xv^  ^'  ^'^^  brought  to  the  door  of  the  bridegroom's 
wv>o  houfe,  a  cake  was  broken  over  her  head^ 
for  the  fragments  of  which  the  attendants 
fcrambled.  Thefe  fragments  were  laid  under 
the  pillows  of  the  young  men  and  maidens, 
and  fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  a  power 
jof  making  them  dream  of  their  future  wives 
and  hufbands. 

In  Adrianople  and  the  neighbouring  pities, 
the  women  have  public  baths,  which  are  a 
part  of  their  religion  and  of  their  amufe- 
ment,  and  a  bride,  the  firft  time  (he  ap- 
pears there  after  her  marriage,  is  received 
in  a  particular  manner.  The  matrons  and 
widows  being  feated  round  the  roiom,  the 
virgins  immediately  put  themfelves  into  the 
original  ftate  of  Eve.  The  bride  comes  to  ^ 
'  the  door  richly  dreffed  and  adorned  with 
jjewels ;  two  of  the  virgins  meet  her,  and 
foon  put  her  in  the  fame  condition  with 
themfelves ;  then  filling  fome  filyer  pots  with 
perfume,  they  make  a  proceffion  round  the 
rooms,  finging  an  epithalamium,  in  which 
all  the  virgins  join  in  chorus ;  the  procef- 
fion ended,  the  bride  is  led  up  to  every 
matron,  who  beftows  on  her  fome  trifling 
prefents,  for  which  (he  returns  thanks,  till  (he  - 

has 
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has  been  led  round  the  whole*.    We  could  ^^Jf' 
add   many  more  ceremonies   arifing   from    <y^^\j 
marriage,  but  as  they  are  for  the  moft  part 
fuch  as  make  a  part  of  the  marriage  cere- 
raony  itfelf,  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion them  with  more  propriety  afterwards. 

Of  all  the  paflions  which  fubvert  reafon  »^'<ceiu. 
and  deform  the  mind,  jealoufy  is  the  moft  "o^*Ld 
creduoufly  ridiculous,  and  in  ordisr  to  clear 
themfelves  from  its  fufpicions,  has  fubjefted 
the  fair  fex  to  fome  of  the  moft  unacount- 
able  expurgatory  ceremonies.  Such  was 
that  of  the  waters  of  jealoufy  of  the  ancient 
Jews,  and  fuch  alfo  was  another  of  a  fimilar 
nature  praftifed  by  the  Greeks,  among 
whom,  when  a  woman  was  accufed  of  unr 
chaftity,  a  tablet  with  the  form  of  an  oath, 
which  flie  was  to  take,  written  upon  it,  was 
hung  about  her  neck;  bearing  it  in  this 
rnanner,  ftie  went  into  the  water  till  it 
feached  the  calf  of  her  leg,  then  ftie  ftood 


*  In  Phry^ia,  every  bride,  before  (he  was  married,  bathed  in  the 
river  Scamander,  when  (he  ufed  the  following  words :  "  Receive,  O 
Scamandcr!  my  ▼irginity^*'  Cimnn,  an  Athenian,  availing  himfelf 
of  this  cuflom,  di/guifed  himfelf  like  a  river  god,  and  deflowered  CaU 
llrhoe  a  noble  virgiot  upon  which  that  ruperflitiout  cerempny  was 
abrogated. 


and 
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^  XV  ^'  *"^  folemnly  repeated  the  oath,  which,  if 
o^vx^  falfe,  the  water,  we  are  told,  as  if  agitated 
with  rage  at  her  perfidy,  fwelled  till  it  rofe 
over  the  tablet,  that  it  might  cover  from  the 
fun  the  perpetration  of  fo  foul  a  deed ;  if 
true,  it  remained  quiet,  and  the  woman  was 
cleared  from  all  fufpicion.  Might  not  the 
ordeal  trial,  which  was  ufed  for  fo  many 
ages,  and  for  the  difcovery  of  fo  many 
crimes,  be  a  relic  of  this  ?  But  be  that  as 
it  will,  it  was  not  founded  upon  more  ra- 
tional principles. 

To  trials  of  this  kind  the  fingle  as  well 
as  the  married  women  were  fubjeft ;  but  of 
the  chaftity  of  the  latter  there  were  other 
circumftances,  which  the  Greeks  reckoned 
the  mod  convincing  proofs.  Pain  and  difr 
ficulty  in  bringing  forth  their  young,  are 
unavoidable  evils,  to  which  the  females  of 
all  vivaparous  animals  are  more  or  Icfs  fub- 
jeft.  But  it  was  fuppofed  by  this  people, 
'  that  their  gods,  in  commiferation  of  the  cafe 
of  a  woman  who  was  unjuftly  fufpeQed  of 
infidelity  to  her  hufband,  wrought  a  miracle 
in  her  favour,  by  exempting  her  from  thefe 
peculiar  evils  annexed  to  the  lot  of  female 
life;  and  flie  who  brought  forth  a  child 

without 


OF    WOMEN.  543 

without  a  figh  or  a  groan,  and  declared  that  ^  \^  ^' 
flie  felt  no  pain,  was  in  confequence  ac-  e/^vxj 
counted  as  chafte  as  Vefta.     Hence  ^t  is  ob- 
vious, that  it  only  required  a  tolerable  degree 
of  fortitude  in  the  wife,  and  a  large  (hare  of 
credulity  in  the  hufband,  to  adjuft  all  matri- 
ttionial  differences  of  this  kind  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  both.     But  this  was   not  the  only 
proof  the  Greeks  had  of  the  conjugal  fidelity 
of  their  wives:   A  numerous  offspring  was 
among  the  ancients   reckoned  one  of  the 
greateft  of  blefhngs ;  and  to  have  it  increafed 
by  two  children  at  a  birth,  was  confidered 
as  one  of  thefe  favours,  which  the  gods  only 
beftow  upon  fuperior  virtue  and  chaftity. 
The  wife,    therefore,    who  brought   forth 
twins,  was  by  that  circumftance  fully  cleared 
of  every  foul  afperfion.     So  little,  however, 
.  is  the  confiftency  among  mankind,  that  this 
very  circumftance,  which  the  Greeks  rec- 
koned the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  chaftity  of 
their  wives,   is,  by  the  Hottentots  reckoned 
the  moft  infalliable  proof  of  the  contrary. 
We  have  given  the  reafon  of  the  Greeks  for 
their  opinion,  but  that  of  the  Hottentots  is 
rather  too  indelicate   to  be  related.     The 
women  of  the  Molucca  iflands  reckon  twins 

a  great 
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^  "xv  ^ '  ^  great  misfortune,  and  to  avorid  it  they 
^^ryy^  never  in  their  virgin  or  married  ftate,  eat 
any  herb  or  fruit  that  grows  double. 

Careless  of  what  is  to  come,  the  brute 
animals  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  the  prefent 
hour,  and  fcarcely  extend  their  hopes  or 
their  fears  any  farther.  But  man  grafps  at 
the  knowledge  of  futurity,  and  vainly  en- 
deavours to  become  acquainted  not  only 
with  the  contingencies  that  fhall  happen  to 
him  in  this  life,  but  in  that  which  Ihall  be 
hereafter.  The  more  cunning  part  of  the 
fpecies;  obferving  this  avidity,  has  taken 
the  advantage  of  it,  and  impofed  upon  the 
credulous  by  pretenfions  to  magic,  aftro- 
logy,  and  all  the  other  falfj ties  pra6lifed  by 
dealers  in  the  fecrets  of  futurity :  to  all  thefe 
dealers,  nothing  has*ever  given  fo  much  en- 
couragement, as  the  impatience  of  the  fair 
fex  to  become  acquainted  with  what  fhall 
happen  to  them  in  love  and  marriage ;  nor 
'  has  this  impatience  been  confined  to  one  pe- 
riod, or  to  one  country,  it  is  every  where 
implanted  in  the  female  mind,  and  white  in 
Europe  it  prompts  them  to  apply  for  infor- 
mation, to  people  who  are  fuppofed  to  derive 

their 
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